Pelham’s “Little Red Schoolhouse”
Dating back to about 1835, a one-room building on Split Rock Road
served as the ﬁrst schoolhouse in Pelham. Approximately 45 pupils, four
to 18 years of age, ﬁlled this 18x30 foot room with a stove in its center.
The town at that time included City Island and much of what now is
Pelham Bay Park. Pelham’s public school district was organized about
1857, and free public schools began about ten years later. Compulsory
attendance for children ages 8 to 14 began in 1874.
The Prospect Hill Schoolhouse, as it was known, was moved in 1863
to nearby land purchased by the Town. John Hunter, owner of the original
land (and also Hunter Island), wished to expand his race track.

Little Red Schoolhouse on Prospect Hill was the only school dating back
as early as 1835. The building was situated on Split Rock Road, “ probably the oldest and most historic road in Westchester County.”

“A Day’s Work”
No course of study was dictated by the Board of Education or State Department of Education until 1905 when all schools
followed the same curriculum. Mrs. Kate Mulligan recorded this typical day in her account of the “Little Red Schoolhouse on
Prospect Hill.”
“Opening exercises: Reading from Bible; the Lord’s Prayer, recited in concert; singing patriotic songs and hymns; reading
subject matter – historical, allegorical, humorous or poetical.
“Recess was 15 minutes. Arithmetic, mental and written from simple addition to cube root; multiplication tables recited in
concert by the school. Higher mathematics, algebra, geometry, trigonometry, American history, civics. Everyone was required
to learn the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and its Amendments; geography.
“After the noon recess, the studies included English, grammar; Latin, familiar Latin quotations and their English equivalents;
spelling, twenty words in Henderson’s Test Speller each day, review once a week; spelling bee at least once a week, writing,
Spencerian system; study of English and American authors. Teachers read aloud to class one hour each day. Recitations
followed each other as quickly as possible. There was no intermission between classes. Older pupils helped the younger, and
the brighter ones helped the slower.
“There was no disorder and very few complaints. Pupils knew that all unﬁnished lessons would be made up after school, and
often the school was closed only because there was no light for further study.”

Hutchinson School

Top left: 1888, North
Pelham Elementary
School, with Isaac C.
Hill, principal of the
two- room schoolhouse
and later North Pelham
School, Miss Furnan
and Miss Salesbury.
Miss Ella Donnelly
became Principal in
1918, a post she held
until 1965. Known as
a strict disciplinarian,
she started her career
as a penmanship
teacher and also a
seventh grade teacher
at Siwanoy School.
Hutchinson School had
only six principals in
its first 100 years.

The Pelhamville School, a small frame
building with two classrooms, was
the first public school to open in
North Pelham in 1866. The school
accommodated approximately 50 students, mostly from families
who had moved from New York City when two investors purchased
the Wolf farm for $11,800 and turned the land into 100’ x 100’ plots.
Education was highly regarded at Pelhamville. Some graduates
by age 13 mastered not only typical grammar school studies but
also “algebra through quadratic equations, bookkeeping, and United
States History.”
Twenty-three years later, another school was erected and
eventually called the North Pelham School. It was expanded to a
two-story building some time between 1908 and 1912, just before
it was destroyed by ﬁre in the winter of 1912.
The main structure of the present school was built in 1914 by
Eugene Lyon for $40,000. Named in honor of Anne Hutchinson, the
school contained ten classrooms, a kindergarten room, a gymnasium,
a manual training room and an assembly hall seating 180. It was
extended in 1928 as enrollment grew to 410 kindergarten through
sixth grade students. Overcrowding in the 1970s led to the utilization
of two portable classrooms, which will be replaced this year. A new
Nature’s Classroom is transforming the land surrounding the school
into a resource for learning for all Pelham students.

Bottom left: North
Pelham School Grammar Department, 1900.

Innovation, 1928

An innovative practice was begun at
Hutchinson in 1928 with a “demonstration
class” comprised of six boys, from 10 to
15 years old. After the students’ were
evaluated, they progressed at their
own rates under the instruction of Miss
Hazel Brooks. While regular grade work
was given during the ﬁrst part of both
morning and afternoon sessions, the
remainder of the day was devoted to art,
crafts, and manual training.
North Pelham School destroyed by fire in 1912.

North Pelham School Classroom, 1896.

Prospect Hill School
In 1879, as population grew, the Board of Education was authorized to construct a
“suitable building” on Jackson Avenue to cost not more than $4,000. Although originally
met with disapproval, Mrs. Robert C. Black organized the women of the town behind the
measure. They may have not been able to vote, but they cast their support at the district
meeting and the measure passed.
The Jackson Avenue School was a two-storied, red brick building which stood on the
northeast corner of Jackson Avenue and Plymouth Street. The school served the community
well until the late 1920s, when “boom” days south of Boston Post Road resulted in the
approval of a $398,000 bond to build a modern educational building on the property bound
by Washington and Clay Avenues near Hudson Street. Not far from the site of Pelham’s
ﬁrst schoolhouse, it was named the Prospect Hill School in its honor. It was dedicated in
October 1930 as a “memorial to the sturdy school children of the early Pelhams and as
an inspiration to the youngsters of today.”
“I know of no one better,” said Superintendent Brown of the new school.
Its outstanding features included: “telephones in every room connected with a central
switchboard; a Stromberg/Carlson Radio System complete with magnetic speakers and
electric phonographs for use in the auditorium and gym which broadcast music appreciation
and current historical events as they occurred; a large, airy gymnasium with separate
boys’ and girls’ showers and locker rooms nearby; graduated and movable desks and
chairs; suitably placed blackboards of the increasing height of the pupils; concealed
clothes closets with a provision for a current of warm air to dry wet clothes on a rainy day;
accessible ﬁre hose throughout the building; drinking fountains; clinics and consultation
rooms; a 700- volume library in the almost cloistered-like atmosphere of the third ﬂoor;
a large kindergarten room on the main ﬂoor; and a dental and health clinic.”

The cherry trees which grace Prospect Hill
each spring were a gift of gratitude from the
family of a Japanese boy who had completed
kindergarten at Prospect Hill but was compelled
to return to his homeland with his mother on
the eve of World War II. Ten cherry trees were
presented to the school in October 1941 in
appreciation of the kindness that many people
from Pelham had shown to this child.
The Prospect Hill community recently raised more than
$100,000 for a project to renovate the auditorium. When
the school was first built, officials recognized that a past
practice of combining the gymnasium and auditorium
“was not advantageous.”

Students at the Prospect Hill
cornerstone ceremony, 1928.

Colonial School

First Colonial School in 1908.

Cornerstone Ceremony in 1926.

1918 annex to
Colonial School.

Colonial third graders in
1931 stand by a project
depicting the coal industry
in Pennsylvania and the
British Empire.

Occupying the same lot it does today, the original Colonial
School in Pelham Heights was built in 1900, a four-classroom,
two-story brick building “with a very noisy wooden staircase”
that forced teachers to stop lessons when students went to
recess. The opening of Siwanoy School in 1910 resulted in
the closing of Colonial, but an increase in population required
not only its reopening but also the renting of a home at 105
Boulevard as “an auxiliary elementary school.”
Sometime prior to 1921, the school was condemned by
the State Board of Education. With enrollment still on the
rise, the Board of Education approved a new Colonial School,
regretting only that it “could not provide more playground
space for the children now attending and those that will
attend.”
The cornerstone ceremony took place on Nov. 21 1926
and the school was completed in 1927, dedicated to “the truth
and virtue in the interest of the children who will begin their
education there.” In his address, James Elliott, chairman of
Building and Grounds Committee of the Board of Education,
added, “The little (children) attending this school from ﬁve to
12 years of age are passing through their most receptive age.
Let us all strive together, parents and teachers, to develop
these young people entrusted to our care into useful and
happy citizens of our great country.”
In the late 1990s, the Colonial Site-Based Council worked
with District administrators and architects on an innovative
expansion that was approved by the community and resulted
in a new library and other renovations to Colonial.

Siwanoy School

Prior to 1910, only eight grades of study were
offered in the Pelham Public Schools. Those who
chose advanced study attended high school in either
Mount Vernon or New Rochelle. That all changed
with the opening of Siwanoy School, which was both
an elementary and high school.
Only a few homes surrounded this stately
building, which consisted of only the current central
portion when it opened. Raised wooden sidewalks
connected to the streets so that students could avoid
walking on the often wet and muddy ground.
Accounts of the ﬁrst term’s enrollment for the
high school varies from one or two students up to
28. They were assigned to desks in the assembly
hall and were taught by the new principal, Mr.
Carmichael, who was later aided by new teachers.
In planning for the new high school, a space to teach domestic science was highly anticipated. “… One
would be rash to deny the importance of this study in food values and food preparation being given to
every girl above the 7th grade,” said Supervising Principal Harry W. Rockwell.
By 1918, combined enrollment in all of the grammar schools was up to 1,000 students and 167 were
enrolled in the high school. A separate high school building became necessary. In the next ten years,
two wings were added to Siwanoy to accommodate the further increase in grammar school students.

Clubs at Siwanoy

Siwanoy Rhyme in Time Club, 1956.

In the 1950s, Siwanoy students enjoyed a variety of clubs
sponsored by their teachers, including:
Travel Club - students made passports, learned about
different countries and visited the S.S. United States.
Girls Handicraft Club - students made leather change
purses, comb cases and key cases.
Boys Handiwork Club - students made footstools and
other objects.
Rhyme in Time Club - students wrote poems about
nature, make believe, religious thoughts, and things
that could happen.
Fun Club - students did magic tricks, had puppet shows,
and played games such as Bingo and Go to the Head of
the Class.
Science Club - students did experiments and talked about
science.
Glee Club and Orchestra - students interested in music
performed.

A fifth grader using a new set of Compton’s
Picture Encyclopedia at Siwanoy in 1956.
“Everybody in the room enjoys them and
reads them in their spare time. I think
that the encyclopedia is very interesting
and I enjoy looking through it not only
for information, but also to look at the
pictures which are lovely,” said one student
at the time.

Siwanoy Greek play, 1929.

Pelham Memorial
High School

By 1918, when Siwanoy School was no longer big enough to house both grammar and secondary
students, a new high school was proposed on the town “sand pit,” formerly part of the farm belonging
to Colonel Philip Pell. World War I delayed construction but also inspired its new name, a “memorial”
to the men and women who served in battle.
On May 6, 1922, Memorial High School, said to be “the last word in school buildings” and also
the biggest high school with the largest ﬁeld in Westchester County, was dedicated. This $373,000
structure would be the ﬁrst of three sections to be constructed in less than a decade as the number
of students continued to increase. The second section, facing Corlies Avenue, was completed in 1924
at a cost of $350,000, and the third section, facing Franklin Place, was completed in 1929 at a cost
of $575,000.
Enhancements continued throughout the 20th century and into the 21st century. A new wing, or
annex as it is familiarly called, was added in 1963, resulting in more classrooms as well as new science
labs. During the 1990s, two auto mechanic and shop classrooms were renovated into modern computer
labs and an art room. Wiring was also upgraded for technology. Community donations resulted in a
new modern language lab, a bio-technology lab, and state-of-the-art sound and lighting equipment
in the auditorium. A project to renovate high school science classrooms, expand the cafeteria and
Information Center, and other enhancements are currently underway.
Constructed of native stone in a collegiate Gothic style, PMHS continues to blend tradition and
innovation. Named a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence in 1993, the U.S. Department of Education site
visitor wrote, “Small class size, interactive methodologies, and modern methodological techniques all
allow for a very positive learning environment.” At the same time, what F. Hamilton Whipple, Principal
of PMHS, said in 1947 still remains true. “As a newcomer to Pelham, I have been impressed by the
Pelham spirit... It is seen in the student body, the loyal parents, alumni, and friends at a football
game... It shows up when the appeal comes to ﬁll Red Cross boxes. It is the force which keeps a stage
crew and a cast working evenings and Saturdays...”

“Honor here the ideals for which they fought.”

Inscription above the PMHS auditorium

Parade coming down Fifth Avenue, past First Street,
preceded the laying of the cornerstone on October 18,
1919, the day of homecoming celebrations.

PMHS Cornerstone Ceremony.
Flag flying over half built high
school on July 4, 1920.

From Junior High to Pelham Middle School
In January 1930, the north wing was opened
in Memorial High School and junior high school
pupils ﬁnally had a home of their own. The
“most advanced thought of modern educators,
for both mental and physical training and
development” of seventh and eighth students,
inspired its design. In addition to new academic
classrooms, the high school/junior high school
facility now offered three gymnasiums. The
benefit of physical education was touted.
“Healthy children are easier to teach.” A sewing
room and two rooms for manual training as well
as a “junior high food dispensary, equipped as
a hotel kitchen” were also noted.
As was often the case with the preadolescent
student in Pelham, space and enrollment
ﬂuctuations dictated the deﬁnition of junior
high school. For example, sixth graders
originally attended Memorial High School
when it opened in 1922, but a lack of space

sent them back to grade schools soon after.
In 1934, congestion in the high school was
solved by making ninth grade part of the junior
high school.
It wasn’t until the 1980’s, however, that the
uniqueness of the early adolescent received
full recognition and in 1988, the junior high
school model was replaced with a sixth through
eighth grade middle school in Pelham. While
still having to ﬁt into a high school building and
its schedule, the teaching methods of Pelham
Middle School reﬂected the learning style of
10 to 14 year olds. Emphasis was on handson activities, interdisciplinary learning, team
teaching as well as the emerging social needs
of this particular age group.
In September 2005, a new 66,000 square
foot, three-story middle school addition opened,
the first building designed for the ten- to
fourteen-year-old student in Pelham. Separate

A technology suite for middle
school students contains 13
modular stations that provide
students with an understanding
of and training in multiple
uses of technology, from biotechnology and electronics to
digital music and meteorology.

Junior High Science Club

wings for the 6 th
and 7 th graders,
spacious and high
tech classrooms,
a state-of-the-art
library, a centrally
located guidance
center, and “real”
science labs are
all enhancing the
education of young
adolescents.
Eighth grader s
are housed in a
newly renovated
wing in the
annex, with direct
ac c e s s to t he addit ion. A var sit y size
gym is used for middle school physical
e du c at io n c la s s e s an d var s i t y s p o r t s.

Home Economics Club

Single-sex home rooms were often used
for guidance programs in the 1950s.
In 1947, scientificallyminded junior high students took part in a weekly meeting of Science
Club to perform interesting experiments and keep
up with new developments
in the world of science
through special reports.

Sixteen members made a trip to the
Good Housekeeping Institute and
several field trips were planned
with a club picnic in June.

Play Ball

PMHS football players, 1944.

High School Band,
1934

Detail from a mural in
the PMHS Info Center.

Construction on Parkway Field, 1950s.

Sports programs were short on ﬁeld space for practice and
games until the early 1950s, when the citizens of Pelham approved
the building of a new sports ﬁeld complex and ﬁeld house at
Parkway Field. Sixteen acres of land, once described as barren and
hilly, exuding rocks and becoming a swamp after heavy rains, were
turned into a sports ﬁeld that ranked among the “ﬁnest and most
complete in the metropolitan area.” It included a track, baseball
and softball diamonds, a varsity-size football ﬁeld, tennis courts
and a ﬁeld house. The ﬁeld was later renamed Glover Field in honor
of Colonel John Glover who led the Battle of Pell’s Point in the
Revolutionary War and was responsible for the safe withdrawal of
General George Washington from the Battle of Harlem Heights.
In 1979, Roosevelt Field, adjacent to the high school, was
renovated through the endowment of former School Board
President Roscoe Ingalls and renamed in his honor. The community
approved the building of a new regulation-size ﬁeld on Franklin
Place and the restoration of Glover Field, as well as ﬁelds at
Prospect Hill and Hutchinson Schools, in 1997.

Glover
Field
restored,
1997.

Middle Schoolers in The Pied Piper, 2004.

Show Time
The important role of the arts in the Pelham Schools is reﬂected
not only in the award-winning theater productions, art exhibitions,
and musical performances that have occurred throughout its history
but also in the way participation in the various programs transforms
students.
Last spring, with undiminished enthusiasm, approximately 100
alumni returned for a 25-year retrospective of PMHS Sock ‘n Buskin
musicals. Expressing the sentiments of many former students, one
1984 PMHS graduate said of her experience, “The arts made me a
much stronger person than I would have ever been without them.”
Two murals in the PMHS Information Center also are a testimony
to the role of the arts in this community. Residents contributed their
own money during the Depression to help support the creation of
these murals which were part of the Public Works of Art project
instituted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The two panels depict
the theme of communication, from primitive drawings to the printing
of the modern newspaper and the invention of the radio.
This year, through the Pelham Education Foundation, an arts-ineducation fund will get underway to further enhance the role of the
arts in the Pelham Schools.

Then and Now

“With civilization making rapid advances, it is
useless to believe that a course of study can stay
ﬁxed. It will not and it should not. If it does, the
rights of children are being violated.”
Joseph Clifton Brown
Superintendent of Schools, 1930
“Building on a tradition of excellence, Pelham has
kept pace with changing expectations and higher
standards. The results are numerous, evident in
terms of student performance, new programs,
and expanded curricula. Looking toward the
next decade, we plan to build on this tradition.
We will continue to explore new academic
opportunities for all students. The personal and
social development of our students remains a
priority as we prepare them to succeed in an
increasingly uncertain, competitive and complex
society beyond high school.”
Charles T. Wilson
Superintendent of Schools, 2004

PROPER STUDENT BEHAVIOR
1921 Student Handbook,
Memorial High School

s He lifts his hat when meeting any member

s
s
s

s

s

of the faculty or school ofﬁcial on the
street.
He rises when addressed by any older
person.
In class he gives perfect attention to the
teacher or classmate.
He does not fail to say ‘thank you” to
another for any act of service or ‘I beg
your pardon’ for any act of rudeness that
he may have committed thoughtlessly and
heedlessly.
He avoids contradicting another. He listens
politely to an opinion even though he does
not agree with it.
When he meets visitors, he remembers
that he is one of the hosts of the high
school. He shows a spirit of hospitality.

Science Lessons
Third Grade Science 1935
s
s
s
s
s

read stories about our bodies, the telephone, and ﬁve senses,
make lists of health rules and check children’s daily habits,
plan menus based on weather, the individual child and occasions,
study the world of nature by tending to a school garden and
bringing food for birds,
create charts to measure the growth of animals and plants.

2004 Student Handbook, PMHS

s Always treat other people in the way in

which you would want to be treated.

s Walk, do not run in the hallways and on

staircases.

s Speak at appropriate levels and avoid

s
s

s
s

s

c u r s i n g , o b s c e n i t i e s a n d n e g a t i ve
language.
Keep out of the hallways during class time
as much as possible.
Understand that racial, ethnic, religious or
sexual slurs degrade the speaker as well
as the victim.
Know that signs of affection are private.
Refrain from roughhousing in the building,
on school grounds and at off-campus
school activities.
Always respect the fact that employees
have assigned parking spaces and students
do not have assigned parking spaces.

High School
students creating
art projects, 1944

Third Grade Science 2004
s
s
s

learn about the worm, its soil habitat and its effect on the
environment by caring for “pet” worms in compost, part of a K-5
unit on the Living Environment,
read stories and participate in experiments and activities that
demonstrate the properties of gas, liquids, and solids, part of a
K-5 unit on the Physical Setting,
study the food pyramid and test foods for their fat content and
other nutrients, part of a unit on Nutrition and Digestion.

Colonial School teacher
and students, 1931

