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Change is not only inescapable in today’s world, it is often
imperceptible. In education, the gradual shift away from
traditional lecture-based instruction over the past decade has
introduced a new 21st Century Learning paradigm that requires
educators to think, teach, and assess progress differently. Yet,
the transition to this new way of doing things is often seamless
because change is administered strategically and incrementally in
school districts like ours. But eventually, there comes a seminal
moment when the new order becomes the norm. In the PennTrafford School District, that time is now.
As we begin the 2016-17 school year, change is all around us – and it’s exciting!
Nowhere is it more evident than at Penn-Trafford High School, where the 2-year
renovation project is set to come to a very successful conclusion in the weeks to come.
Among other facility upgrades, students will return to discover a modern new food courtstyle school cafeteria. The remodeled cafeteria space, coupled with the district’s decision
to opt out the Federal Food/Nutrition Program and its restrictive mandates, will allow high
school students to enjoy a greater selection of daily meal options, larger portion sizes, and
higher quality, more palatable food. The completion of the new cafeteria marks the final
phase of the school’s $31 million building renovation project highlighted by a completely
revamped library/media center, gymnasium facility improvements, and major upgrades to
the school’s auditorium.

www.penntrafford.org

The move toward 21st Century Learning is fueled by technology, and Penn-Trafford has
invested almost $1 million this year for the lease or purchase of nearly 3,000 new Google
Chromebooks. The new educational technology will be dispersed throughout the district
at the start of the school year. The Chromebooks will integrate with Google Classroom
productivity tools, apps, and additional Cloud-based resources to help create a more
“paperless classroom” and to promote a culture of collaboration in Penn-Trafford Schools.
Educators had access to Google Classroom training programs over the summer, and
Google support and training will continue during the school year. The new technology
purchases, which were paid for by refinancing existing computer leases and from funds
already in the technology and textbook budgets, will move Penn-Trafford closer to our
ultimate goal of a “one-to-one” student/computer ratio districtwide.
— Continued Pg. 2
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Superintendent’s Message: Dr. Harris — continued
Another major initiative this school year will be the restructuring of the
English Language Arts (ELA) Program to better align our K-12 curriculum
with Pennsylvania’s Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The
realignment process, which is basically conducted by department heads
and teachers, involves detailed curriculum mapping designed to eliminate
gaps and overlaps in the ELA curriculum through proper sequencing and
streamlining of standards-based ELA content. Additional teacher training
and enhancements were made this summer to the elementary reading
series to promote flexible grouping.
The district’s Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Mathematics
or STEAM program continues to gain momentum districtwide following
the very successful introduction of a Summer STEAM Program (see
pages 12-13). The goal this year will be to continue to grow the STEAM
enrichment initiative while creating a greater level of curricular uniformity
among the grades.
In the Penn-Trafford School District, we are preparing young minds for
continuous success in the classroom and beyond. In 2016-17 we will
work toward achieving this mission by introducing a new PA Department
of Education Chapter 339 Career Awareness initiative. Chapter 339 is
designed to connect what’s happening in public schools to what is needed
in the real-world workforce. This K-12 program will be implemented by
the district’s guidance professionals and will call for assessing every
student’s interests and abilities, offering access to more robust career
awareness resources and programs in all schools, and building stronger
school-business community partnerships and connections including
internship and job shadowing opportunities for high school students. Our
efforts in this area are closely aligned with the work and philosophies of
the Westmoreland County Workforce Development Economic Growth
Connection.

These and other ideas
were put forth to district
educators, parents,
and the community in
Penn-Trafford’s new
2-Year Non-Negotiable
Instructional Goals
(listed on this page).
Penn-Trafford
continues to hold
to its core 21st
Century Learning
tenet of creating a
customized learning
experience based on
each student’s needs,
Dr. Matthew Harris with wife, Maureen, and
interests, and ability
their son, Patrick, at Penn-Trafford High School
level. We will continue
Commencement Ceremonies in May 2016.
to work to expand
opportunities for more engaging, hands-on instruction, collaboration,
and creativity.
As I begin my fourth year as district superintendent, I look forward
to continuing to work with our team of educators to build a culture of
achievement, growth, and intellectual curiosity. And while change
is everywhere in our schools and classrooms, the one thing that will
always remain the same is the unwavering commitment of our staff
and Board of School Directors to serving the needs of all students with
fidelity and care. It’s going to be a great year in the Penn-Trafford
School District – join us on our journey!

2 Year Non-Negotiable Instructional Goals
• 21st Century Skills will be defined and implemented K-12
in all subject matters and instructional practices.
• K-12 Language Arts Program will be aligned to include
best instructional strategies and practices to benefit
students of any ability level.
• School-based Guidance Department and SAP will
become enhanced as we focus on the emotional and
social well-being of the students.
• Every Penn-Trafford student will participate in a careerawareness program with emphasis on Workforce
Development Economic Growth Connection.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Money Matters:
PTSD 2016-17 Budget Highlights
The Penn-Trafford School District Board of School Directors approved the 2016-17 budget
in June, 2016. Here are some of the highlights:

• Expenditures are projected to increase by
3.87%, or nearly $2 million, in 2016-17. To
meet the need, the district instituted a 2.4 mill
increase in local taxes. The current millage
rate stands at 80.25. The millage increase
equates to $67.19 jump in tax responsibilities
on an average home in the district.

Penn-Trafford Annual Budget
Revenue Sources

Federal
1.24%

Local
53.56%

State
45.21%

• Total revenues for 2016-17 are anticipated to
be $53.68 million. Local sources account for
53.56% of revenue. State and Federal sources
account for 45.21% and 1.24% respectively.
• Both local and State revenue sources
increased by more than 4 percent (Local
4.74%, State 4.23%). Federal subsidies
decreased from $881,596 in 2015-16 to
$663,241 this year, a decline of nearly 25%.
• A total of 91.82% of Penn-Trafford budget
expenditures are earmarked for Instruction or
Student Support Services.

Local Sources
State Sources
Federal Sources

Penn-Trafford Annual Budget
Expenditures
Other Uses

NonInstruction

5.02%

3.16%

Support
Services

Instruction

60.68%

31.14%

• Regular Instruction Program expenditures are projected to increase
3.4%, or $866,837. Special Education Program spending is
expected to rise 9.1%, or $437,031.
• Penn-Trafford School District maintains a Total Fund Balance of
more than $3.7 million in 2016-17.
• A total of $4.8 million of the 2016-17 budget will be directed
toward covering capital improvement projects within the
district. Specific projects are yet to be determined.
• The purchase/lease of new computer
technology, including nearly 3,000
Google Chromebooks, was taken from the
district’s textbook budget. It will result in
a $441,360 impact in 2016-17.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Penn-Trafford High School Update
With renovation work scheduled to be significantly complete by the first
day of classes, Penn-Trafford High School Principal Tony Aquilo is
looking toward the future. “The whole idea behind the renovation effort
was to create an environment that promotes the district’s philosophy of
21st Century Learning,” says Mr. Aquilio, who is starting his third year as
high school principal. “The collaboration areas and the One Button video
editing studio in the new library/media center are an excellent example of
the new learning environment in the high school. Teachers and students
are trying new things and experimenting with new techniques, which is
always exciting!”
Mr. Aquilio says the majority of the final phase of renovations conducted
over the summer months was directed toward the new cafeteria (see
page 4), high school pool area, and exterior work including resealing
the main parking lot and the expansion of other parking areas. The old
tennis courts were also resurfaced in addition to a number of other interior
and exterior renovations. Principal Aquilio says that punch list work will
continue during the first part of the school year, but will present minimal
distractions to the educational process in the building.
Approximately 150 new spaces will be available for student parking, and
according to Principal Aquilio, this expansion should make it possible to
issue parking permits to all juniors and seniors. It is also important to note
that a new traffic pattern with an altered bus loop and student drop-off area
will be implemented for the 2016-17 school year. A diagram of
the new ingress/egress system is available for viewing on the
district’s website.
More than 40 technology carts will now be available
at the high school for students, including the new

Key Dates
& Information
FRESHMAN
ORIENTATION:
Monday, August 22th
(6:30pm start)
OPEN HOUSE:
Tuesday, September 13th
(7:00pm start)
Contact
HS Office: (724) 744-4471
Guidance Office: (724) 744-4425
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Chromebooks.
Google Classroom
training has been
offered to all high
school teachers.
“The challenge is
keeping up with
the technology
and making
sure we have
an infrastructure
that supports
everything,” says
Mr. Aquilio.
Principal Aquilio
says that one
of the biggest
successes at
Penn-Trafford High School Principal
Penn-Trafford High Tony Aquilio
School has been
the expansion of
the dual-enrollment courses. To date, more than 30 dual-enrollment
courses are offered to PTHS students, providing the unique opportunity for
students to experience college-level work while still in high school and earn
transferable postsecondary credits for the successful completion of these
courses.
As part of “Project Lead the Way,” Penn-Trafford High School will introduce
a new Computer Integrated Manufacturing course this year. The new
course is consistent with an ongoing districtwide effort to offer higher level
STEM courses and engineering content. Mr. Aquilio says there is also a
push to promote science, engineering, and math courses to high-achieving
female students in an effort to direct more young ladies toward the highdemand STEM career areas.
Guidance Counselor David Martin says that the new PA Department of
Education Chapter 339 Career Awareness initiative will require the high
school to be more proactive in assessing the interests and abilities of
each student, as well as offering a more comprehensive continuum of
career awareness resources districtwide. “The new 339 initiative is a more
comprehensive program that works in sequence from elementary through
high school,” explains Mr. Martin. “All of the counselors have been working
together to make sure it is in place by the end of this year. What we
emphasize to our students is that they may do many things in their career.
Life is about transitions. We help them prepare to be lifelong learners and
continue to grow.” He adds that a community advisory council, comprised
of different business and community representatives, will be in place
to serve the program. Job shadowing and internship opportunities will
continue to expand under Chapter 339 guidelines.
Among the new hires at the high school this year is John Carlisle, who
will be teaching a business, social studies, and a STEAM programming
course. Lisa Popovich has been added as a new full-time nurse at PTHS.
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Preview:

New Penn-Trafford High School Cafeteria
Lunch is going to have a whole new look, and
taste, at Penn-Trafford High School this year.
A brand new cafeteria layout, as well as a
plethora of tasty options, awaits students
returning to school on August 25th.
“Realistically, students will have at least 20 to
28 different meal options to choose from on a
given day,” says Aramark’s Robin Duff, who will
oversee operations in the new facility. “We have
the freedom to do more now that we are not part
of the National School Lunch Program.”
In a move supported by 500 high school student
petitioners, as well as many parents and
educators, the Penn-Trafford school board voted
in April 2016 to exit the federal program. Opting

out of the program - which was very restrictive in
terms of menu options, food quality, and portion
sizes - promises to be a real change for the
better at PTHS. “We have been educating these
students for 10 years and feel they are qualified
to make meal decisions on their own once they
get to this building,” says Penn-Trafford Assistant
Superintendent, Scott Inglese. “The renovation
at the high school made this possible. We could
not do this type of set-up in the old cafeteria
setting.”
Mr. Inglese says that the district anticipates
making up lost federal program revenue with
a surge in students purchasing their meals at
school instead of bringing their lunches from
home. The district reported earlier this year that

The change will be immediately apparent to students
when they walk into the new cafeteria – which now will be
modeled more as a college campus-like food court. Below
is a breakdown of the seven stations that will be open to
hungry high-schoolers every school day:
•

Grille Station – will feature everything from 5.3 oz. Black Angus
cheeseburgers to spicy chicken filet sandwiches with all fixin’s.
Students will be able to customize their own burgers.

•

Specialty Bar – will rotate between “themed” menus including
Mexican Chipolte-style offerings with specialty salsas, Asian, Italian,
and other food types.

•

Deli Station – will feature sandwiches, wraps, and sub favorites
stacked high with ham, turkey, roast beef, and salami options that
can be paired with a choice of three daily cheeses in a Subway style
ordering line.

•

Pizza Station – will include stromboli, calzone, and flat bread Italian
offerings as well as larger-sized, more authentic pizza options.
Specialty pizzas will also be available to order.

•

Home Zone Station – will feature traditional favorites including baked
Italian Hoagies with chips, mozzarella cheese sticks and sauce,
pulled pork sliders with fresh coleslaw, and much, much more!

•

Salad Bar – the authentic salad bar station features fresh, highquality ingredients and a wide assortment of dressings coupled with a
soup de jour option.

•

Grab’n Go – prepackaged sandwiches and subs ready to go, just like
you would find in a convenience store like Sheetz or Get Go.

only about 400 of the building’s 1,350 students
regularly purchased lunch under the federal
program, citing substandard quality and small
portion sizes as the main reasons why. He also
emphasizes that the change will be implemented
at the high school only – all other district buildings
will be unaffected. While a few high schools in
the eastern part of Pennsylvania have opted
out of the federal lunch program and developed
similar food service alternatives, Penn-Trafford
High School is the only school in Westmoreland
County to undertake this type of venture.
The new cafeteria will offer a vast
selection of bundled meals ranging in
price from $3.20 to $4.50 per meal. Each
bundle includes an entree, side, and drink.

“There will be
something for
everyone. There will
be special provisions,
including gluten-free
options, available for
students with dietary
restrictions.”
Zach Malavite
Assistant Food Service Director.

Seven serving
stations that
will be open
to hungry
high-schoolers
every school day.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Penn Middle School Update
Perhaps there is no single space in the Penn-Trafford School
District that better represents 21st Century Learning than
“Warrior’s Cove” at Penn Middle School. Visitors to the
newly renovated library/media/STEAM center are greeted
immediately by the whir and hum of 3-D printers bringing
student-created project designs to life. Students collaborate
in groups to share ideas and use state-of-the-art technology
resources to conduct research. And those who choose to
work or study independently migrate to designated areas
where they can access books or laptops, or just be at
peaceful solitude with their thoughts. And to imagine, last
year at this time this incredible space didn’t even exist!
Penn Middle School Principal Jim Simpson credits the
hard work of his staff, especially Rick Steele, and several
community partners for making “Warriors Cove” a reality
during the 2015-16 school year. He looks forward to
seeing how the vibrant new resource will continue to grow,
evolve, and positively impact education in its first full year
of operation. Mr. Simpson sees “Warriors Cove” as a hub
of 21st Century Learning in the building, where students
creatively collaborate on self-directed projects using AutoCAD
and 3-D printing technologies and engage peer-to-peer
learning initiatives.
“People equate 21st Century skills to laptops and other
computer technology, but that’s not it,” explains Mr.
Simpson. “These are just the delivery devices. 21st
Century Learning is creativity, collaboration,
and project-based learning with an

Key Dates
& Information
OPEN HOUSE:

Tuesday, September 8 (6:30pm start)

CONTACT:

Penn Middle School Office:
(724) 744-4431
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Penn Middle School student council representatives with Principal
Jim Simpson in “Warriors Cove.” Pictured (l-r): Tee Pecord,
Mason Frye, Mr. Simpson, Morgan Casper and Elizabeth Cermak.
emphasis on critical thinking.” Mr. Simpson also adds that a 21st
Century conceptual understanding involves students reaching
greater depths of knowledge beyond the traditional “rote learning.”
He emphasizes that today’s students must learn how to apply their
knowledge to solve problems to be successful in school and in the
real-world.
Penn Middle School is also working with the Southwestern PA
Council for Mentoring to develop a new mentoring program for
at-risk students in 2016-17. The vision of this initiative is to have
teachers view students as unique people and meet them at their
level to help work through the various obstacles that may be
keeping them from reaching their potential.
“There are no cookie-cutter solutions,” explains Principal Simpson.
He says that the district uses various academic, attendance, and
behavioral data points to assign a “risk value” that helps identify
students who are struggling in any area and may benefit from a
program intervention. “It is documented that mentors can have
dramatic impact on lives of students,” says Mr. Simpson. “The
one thing that just breaks my heart as an educator is seeing a
child who went through this building drop out of high school. To
me, that means WE have failed.” The school will design the
mentoring program during the first half of the school year and
hopefully have it operational by mid-year.
On the curricular side, Penn Middle School educators will be
working in conjunction with district efforts to revamp both the
English Language Arts (ELA) and science curriculum this year.
“We analyze our curriculum to see what it will need to look like in
2018, and take the necessary steps to make sure we are aligned
with those standards,” says Mr. Simpson.

7

Trafford Middle School Update
There’s an old saying in education that the “magic is in the middle.” In his
three years as Trafford Middle School Principal, Roger Sullivan has had
the opportunity to witness this amazing transformation firsthand. He has
seen wide-eyed, adolescent 6th-graders grow and mature into confident
young leaders and achievers - right before his eyes! “Watching students
grow and achieve their goals is a ‘win’ for me, and our staff,” explains Mr.
Sullivan. “We had a lot of success as a school last year, and we plan to
build upon it this year.”
Principal Sullivan says that among the many new developments slated for
the 2016-17 school year at Trafford Middle School is a new Math 8 course,
which will replace geometry as an eighth grade level math offering. The
curriculum for Math 8 was designed a few years ago as part of the school’s
comprehensive math curriculum restructuring and resequencing effort.
Trafford Middle School’s math curriculum was completely overhauled to
better align with the more challenging Pennsylvania Common Core State
Standards.
Trafford Middle School will also benefit from an infusion of new computer
technology including Google Chromebooks in English & Language
Arts (ELA) classrooms. “The Chromebooks will help teachers with
individualized instruction and help facilitate the customized learning
approach,” says Mr. Sullivan. “Compared to just following a sequenced
textbook, it will allow teachers so much more flexibility. In combination
with the Google docs, our curriculum and instruction will be greatly
enhanced.” He says that Trafford Middle School students
in grades 6-8 will receive their own Penn-Trafford g-mail
accounts to help facilitate the cloud-based learning
initiatives associated with Google Classroom, and
his staff has taken advantage of the Google
training opportunities offered by the district.

Mr. Sullivan sees the challenges of 21st Century Learning as multifaceted at the middle school level, driven by not only technology, but
by an innovative new approach to instruction that promotes a greater
depth of knowledge and student-centered, customized learning. He
sees the STEAM program at Trafford Middle School as emblematic of
the district’s 21st Century Learning instructional goal, and is eager to
see it continue to evolve and expand in 2016-17. He also says that the
building will continue to focus on Penn Literary Network (PLN) skills
to develop strong communications skills. “The ability to read, write,
comprehend, communicate, and work collaboratively to problem-solve
is 21st Century Learning,” says Mr. Sullivan.
In accordance with the district’s Chapter 339 instructional goal
directives, Trafford Middle School is implementing PA Career Standards
across the curriculum. The building will once again sponsor Career
Day activities, and in partnership with the Westmoreland Federal Credit
Union, will introduce a new Personal Finance Education focus for 8thgraders.
Principal Sullivan says that there were no retirements among his
ranks at Trafford Middle School, and he anticipates good building
continuity and continued collaboration among educators. “We have
an outstanding staff here,” says Mr. Sullivan. “Each year brings new
challenges, and we look to continue to improve. We’re excited to get
started!”

Key Dates
& Information
OPEN HOUSE:

Tuesday, September 8 (6:30pm start)

CONTACT:

Trafford Middle School Office:
(412) 372-6600
Trafford Middle School student council representatives with Principal
Roger Sullivan (center) and staff members Megan McGraw (center left) and
Stacy Lamanna (center right). Students pictured (l-r): Marissa Fabac, Sarah
Winchell, Maya Roman. Front kneeling: Jake Devlin.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Level Green & Trafford Elementary School Update
Principal Dan DiNapoli sees plenty of opportunities for students and
teachers at both Level Green Trafford Elementary schools to move
forward with 21st Century Learning this year. “21st Century Learning
means that we are meeting every child’s needs, and that goes beyond
technology,” explains Mr. DiNapoli. He says that learning today is
more interactive and hands-on, with traditional lecture-based instruction
replaced by more customized, small group learning that emphasizes
depth and real life applications of knowledge with the teacher acting more
as a facilitator.

Level Green/Trafford Elementary Principal
Dan DiNapoli (back row) with teachers (seated
l-r) Diana Hlavsa and Janna Belavic and
Amy Kelly (standing).

Principal DiNapoli
says that the
district’s investment
in Chromebooks
will open up more
doors for studentcentered learning.
“Moving to the
Chromebooks
will allow us to
have technology
in our students’
hands more often,”
he says. “It is
a valuable
resource.
To us,
it is

Key Dates
& Information
LEVEL GREEN OPEN HOUSE:
Grades K-2 - Monday, August 22 (6:00-8:00pm)
Grades 3-5 - Tuesday, August 23 (6:00-8:00pm)
TRAFFORD OPEN HOUSE:
Grades K-2 - Tuesday, August 23 (6:00-8:00pm)
CONTACT:
LEVEL GREEN OFFICE: (412) 372-6603
TRAFFORD OFFICE: (412) 372-6600

Penn-Trafford — August 2016

something new and different. But for the students, this is the world of
technology that they were born into.” Level Green and Trafford Elementary
students will spend increased time on-task for both reading and math in
2016-17. Educators are implementing 2-hour reading blocks, and working
toward that same goal in math. The move will call for more flexible grouping
strategies where teachers address both strengths and areas of need through
increased enrichment and remediation opportunities respectively.
Principal DiNapoli also says that he was impressed with how STEAM
initiatives in both schools are building a foundation of critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. “We plan to advance the STEAM programs at both
Trafford and Level Green,” he says. “The older students will get more indepth learning, and the younger students will have more time in the program
as well.”
At Trafford Elementary School, second grade teachers Jodi Weisman and
Jamie Witek have introduced a fun, new way to bring reading to life with
the “Mystery Readers” program. Mystery readers – who can range from
grandparents to big brothers to business leaders – choose their own reading
materials and activities and offer up three clues as to their identity.
At Level Green Elementary, third grade teacher Amy Kelly is focusing on
developing a new elementary writing class, a “novel” concept in the district.
Ms. Kelly spent a week over the summer attending the prestigious Teachers
College at the University of Columbia in New York City for an insightful
symposium on writing, presented by some of the foremost educators in
the nation. The program addressed effective methods to develop writing
skills in elementary-age students, and Ms. Kelly plans to use her newfound
knowledge to develop a Level Green Writer’s Workshop. Ms. Kelly and
Penn-Trafford administrators see the initiative as an investment in lifelong
learning that is consistent with district goals and philosophies. “We are
developing skills in students that go beyond taking a test,” explains Ms. Kelly.
“These are skills that will help them their entire life.”
First grade teachers Janna Belavic and Diana Hlavsa collaborated on a
grant request to the Penn-Trafford Community Education Foundation where
they received funding for the purchase of six new OSMO units complete
with iPads. Using reflective artificial intelligence to foster high-order skills
like computational intelligence
and coding, OSMO represents a
hands-on, minds-on enrichment
tool for math, literacy, STEAM,
and other areas of the curriculum.
The teachers plan to use the
OSMO technology as part of their
small group learning sessions.

Chris Zona will serve as the
new guidance counselor at Level
Green and Marty Casper will be a
fourth grade teacher at the school.
At Trafford Elementary, Christina
Level Green first-graders will benefit from a PTCEF Bozzuto joins the staff as a fourth
grant for iPad OSMO technology this year.
grade teacher.
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Sunrise Estates Elementary School Update
Sunrise Estates Elementary School Update
While ample attention is given to the myriad
of processes and programs that drive 21st
Century Learning in the Penn-Trafford School
District, Sunrise Estates Principal Karin Coiner
is quick to point out that it is people who make
it all happen. “I have a great staff here. I
couldn’t ask for a better group of hard-working
individuals,” says Ms. Coiner, who is beginning
her fifth year as building principal at Sunrise
Estates. “They are constantly collaborating, and
that’s what I love most about this group.”
Sunrise Estates K-5 classrooms rigorously
employ flexible grouping practices for math, and
have also started including English & Language
Arts (ELA). Their approach revolves around
Sunrise Estates Elementary Principal Karin Coiner (center) and her hardworking staff are
standards-based achievement for all students
ready for the new school year!
and customizing the learning experience for
each child. “Our classrooms are structured to fit
each student’s needs, learning style, and pace of learning,” explains Ms.
The Student Assistance Program (SAP) at Sunrise Estates
Coiner, who adds that students are constantly grouped and regrouped
revolves around the good work of the “Smile Team,” where trained
under the strategy based on their mastery of a particular skill. Progress
teachers meet weekly to make sure all students are receiving
is assessed through various methods including testing and feedback from
the support and interventions based on referrals and parental
students.
consent.
Flexible grouping practices have been used at varying levels at Sunrise
Estates for the past five years, with gradual, yet consistent expansion
taking place each year. “We have worked hard on flexible grouping for
several years, but I am really excited this year because I think it will be a
major focus. We have received encouraging results on our PSSA scores,
and our staff believes that it definitely is working,” says Ms. Coiner.
According to Principal Coiner, “21st Century Learning is a lot of problemsolving, creative thinking, application of skills, and career-focused
experiences. Our teachers do a wonderful job of working in teams to
construct lessons that challenge the students and embed these types of
skills in their instruction.” She says that her staff is particularly adept at
creating instructional situations where students have to work through a
process to find a solution. She also says that her teachers let children
know that it is OK to “fail before they succeed.”
Chromebook carts will debut at Sunrise this fall, ushering in a new Google
Classroom “cloud-based” era of education at the school and throughout
the district. G-mail accounts will be set up for each student, and teachers
have received training on Google Classroom apps and processes. This
type of online instruction, however, is nothing new at Sunrise Estates, as
Principal Coiner reports that a growing percentage of her staff regularly
use their school web pages to post lessons, videos, and other educational
content. “Google Classroom goes hand-in-hand with the development of
21st Century skills because that’s what today’s students will be expected
to do in college and in the workforce. Our students need to be familiar
with these resources and know how to use them, so we need to provide
these opportunities,” says Principal Coiner.

Sunrise Estates is pleased to welcome Amanda Hawk
as a new 5th grade teacher. Ms. Hawk has a Master
of Arts degree in Education from Seton Hill
University and 12 years of experience in
grade 3-8 classrooms.

Key Dates
& Information
SUNRISE ESTATES OPEN HOUSE:
Grades K-2 - Tuesday, August 23 (5:00-7:00pm)
Grades 3-5 - Tuesday, August 23 (6:00-8:00pm)
CONTACT:
SUNRISE ESTATES
ELEMENTARY OFFICE: (724) 864-6700
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Harrison Park Elementary School Update
Harrison Park Elementary Principal Jeff Swartz believes that 21st Century
Learning is all about creating new and better opportunities for students, and
that’s what he and his staff plan to focus on during the 2016-17 school year.
It will start with the implementation of a new reading initiative that will
offer increased time on-task for reading in accordance with district K-12
English & Language Arts (ELA) goals and recommendations. According
to Mr. Swartz, there will be strong focus on grade level reading at Harrison
Park Elementary this year, and in many ways the initiative has already
begun based on the tremendous turnout for the summer reading program.
Summer Learning Camp continued to be a huge success at Harrison
Park this year with more than 150 students participating. This year’s
programming featured an “Open Library” where students could engage in
reading activities for two hours per day.

Harrison Park’s new Open Library program
promoted summer reading activities.

Harrison Park’s STEAM program will continue to move forward this year,
underscored from a curricular standpoint by the challenging, standardsbased “Engineering is Elementary” curriculum. STEAM is introduced at
Harrison Park as early as first grade, and Principal Swartz is encouraged
by how the students have embraced and grown with the program as they
progress through it grade by grade.
As a STEAM enrichment activity, Harrison Park last spring introduced
“Junk Box Wars,” which is essentially an open-ended design/engineering
challenge. Teams of students are asked to complete a task using only
the materials available with their Junk Box in a 30-minute timeframe.
“They have 30 minutes to make their project the best it can be, and that’s
a great challenge,” says Mr. Swartz. “When the students test their models
you see successes and you see failures, but what’s important is that they
are discovering how to redesign things and they are learning from the
process.” Students in K-5 will again participate in the Junk Box Wars this
year, with activities taking place right before holiday breaks.
The school will work to develop a new Entrepreneurial unit that
requires product development, constructing business plans, conducting
surveys, researching data, developing presentations, and marketing
the products. They will also get an introduction to the profit/loss side
of business. Teachers will connect this content to math, science,
reading, and other curricular areas, and parents of students who work
in business will be invited in to offer real-world perspectives. “At the
elementary level, collaboration and having students be able to apply
their skills toward everyday life, that’s what is important. These are the
types of connections that we are trying to make in classrooms at every
opportunity,” says Mr. Swartz.
Harrison Park Elementary School is pleased to welcome Dawn Brady as
a new kindergarten teacher and Ann Marie Rodriguez as the new 5th
grade teacher. Liz Aquino was also hired as a new library aide.

Key Dates
& Information
HARRISON PARK OPEN HOUSE:
Monday, August 22
Grades K-2 - (6:00-8:00pm)
Tuesday, August 23
Grades 3-5 - (6:00-8:00pm)
CONTACT:
HARRISON PARK OFFICE: (724) 744-2161
Harrison Park Elementary Principal Jeff Swartz (center) with students
and staff at Summer Learning Camp.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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McCullough Elementary School Update
With a great staff, the support of wonderful families, attentive students,
and an irrepressible can-do attitude, McCullough Elementary Principal
Joe Marasti is ready to take on the challenges of 21st Century Learning.
“Here at McCullough, 21st Century Learning means meeting the needs of
all students with all available tools including technology, curriculum, and
in the delivery of instruction,” says Mr. Marasti. “The era of ‘sit and get”
education is over. Today we are working to customize education to meet
the individual needs of students.”
In preparation for the new school year, Principal Marasti and staff are
introducing several new initiatives. In grades K-2, the school will implement
a 2-hour block of designated reading time in the mornings. According to Mr.
Marasti, the strategy allows teachers to customize reading instruction more
effectively to target the needs of each child, whether it involves enrichment
or remediation. “Grades K-2 is very much a critical time in the development
of reading skills,” he says. “If we can get to the point where all students are
at grade level or beyond at the end of second grade, they can really hit the
ground running in third grade.”
To further support the reading initiative, the district has instituted a McGrawHill Running Records system to help teachers access and analyze data
points relating to each student’s reading performance. This enables them
to track weekly progress as it relates to PA Common Core State Standards
and provide targeted support. Mr. Marasti says that in addition to providing
more comprehensive reading data on a regular basis, Running Records will
also provide better communication to parents regarding areas of deficiency,
which is important for young readers who often engage in reading activities
at home or in other non-school settings.

The extended time for reading will also allow for additional small group
work, and will better leverage the different strengths of the building’s K-2
teachers and reading support specialists. “The struggling reader will have
greater access to remediation, and the higher level reader will have more
enrichment opportunities to expand their abilities. We’re excited about
this program’s potential,” explains Mr. Marasti.
The 90-minute math pilot program at McCullough Elementary School last
year was very successful and the concept will be expanded to varying
degrees throughout the building in 2016-17. STEAM will have a robotics
twist this year at the school in conjunction with the National Science
Foundation’s “Engineering is Elementary” curriculum that has been used
for the past several years.
Students in grades 3-5 will embark on a new “Literacy Through Social
Studies” program that involves more time period reading such as novels,
and a strong infusion of writing work.
“This is not your typical social studies.
There will be a much more focused
involvement on writing through the social
studies curriculum this year for students
in grade 3 through 5,” says Mr. Marasti.
Mr. Marasti says his experienced staff is
the real asset to the educational process
at McCullough. “What’s fantastic about
the staff is that the creativity is there;
we just provide the vehicles for them.
They’re excited about what’s
going on in the building, and it will
be fun to watch what they do.”

Key Dates
& Information
McCULLOUGH OPEN HOUSE:
Tuesday, August 23
All Grades - (6:00-8:00pm)
CONTACT:
MCCULLOUGH OFFICE (724) 744-7441
Principal Joe Marasti with McCullough Elementary students.

Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Summer STEAM Academy Recap
It was certainly a long, hot summer in the
Penn-Trafford School District - the ideal
environment for a little STEAM learning for
sure!
A total of 145 students participated in
this year’s Summer STEAM Academy
at Penn-Trafford, marking a nearly 15%
increase in attendance over the previous
summer. STEAM is an acronym for Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art & Technology,
and is a core component of the district’s
commitment to Penn-Trafford’s 21st Century
Learning instructional goal. The content of
the summer programs is also closely aligned
to State Standards in math and science, which
heightens its value as an enrichment activity.
STEAM program director Greg Capoccioni
reports that the summer programming options
expanded and improved in 2016, which may
have led to the upswing in participation. He
also says that after the first year, student
word-of-mouth spread as to the “fun factor”
of STEAM Academy, and more parents
recognized the value of the program as
well. “Class sizes tend to increase as the
summer goes on because many parents and
students are looking for activities to keep
them busy,” explains Mr. Capoccioni . “21st
Century Learning is hands-on, project-based,

and involves
a lot of
collaboration.
We want our
students to
be an active
participant in
their learning.
STEAM
activities make
learning fun.”
The curricula
for the
Summer
STEAM
Academy is
designed and
developed by
Penn-Trafford
educators and
mirrors the
standardsbased content The STEAM Summer Camp “Girls in Engineering” took place July
that they teach 11-14 at Penn Middle School and incorporated several design and
during the
engineering challenges.
school year.
tremendously well-received by students and
Mr. Capoccioni says he gives the teachers
parents alike. “The teachers are passionate
almost complete autonomy to develop their
about this; it’s their agenda. It has gone very
own STEAM Academy activities and learning
well,” says Mr. Capoccioni.
experiences, and the results have been
The Summer STEAM Academy is a selfsustaining program with costs totally funded
by registration fees. Most, but not all, of the
programming is geared toward learners in the
upper elementary and middle school grades.
This year’s line-up of STEAM camps was held
from June 6th to August 11th and included
the following titles: Fashion Design, It’ Only
Rocket Science!, Fairy Tales, VEX Robot
Programming & Games, Track It Math, My
Mad Scientist Lab, Environmental Camp, Girls
in Engineering, Storm the Castle, Computer
Gaming Camp, Krazy Contraptions, and LEGO
Robotics/K NEX.

Trafford Middle School hosted the “Storm the Castle” STEAM camp where students
designed catapults and competed against each other in medieval mayhem!
Penn-Trafford — August 2016

At Trafford Middle School, teachers Somer
Daniels and Lynn Eckberg conducted the
STEAM Summer Camp “Storm the Castle,”
which incorporated all areas of the curriculum
including mathematics, science, social studies/
history, and reading. Participants designed
and created a model castle and medieval
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weaponry, including different varieties of
catapults, and waged mock wars against each
other to determine design superiority. “STEAM
keeps students motivated and engaged,
and it gives them something to look forward
to. They are super excited when they come
into the building in the morning,” says Ms.
Daniels. She reports that a total of 16 students
registered for the “Storm the Castle” summer
camp this year, a figure that is double that of
2015.
Teacher Rick Steele, who served as program
sponsor for the “Girls in Engineering” at Penn
Middle School, views the Summer STEAM
Academy as an extension of the STEM
curriculum that he teaches during the school
year. The program integrates science-based
activities ranging from the creation of solar
powered vehicles to 3-D printing and the
development of wind turbines. But there
are only two standing restrictions for this fun
interactive class: “Creativity Rules!” and “No
Boys Allowed!” According to Mr. Steele, “this
program allows the girls to come in and do
their own thing, without competing or being
judged by the boys. It allows them to be
more creative.” Mr. Steele adds that in his
experience, Penn-Trafford female students

are very competitive in math and
science, defying both stereotypes
and national statistics that
suggest STEM is a heavily
male-dominated field nationally.
“In all aspects of the curriculum,
our girls are just as good, if not
better, than the boys.”
Sydney Sullivan, an 8th
grade student at Penn Middle
School, enjoyed the “Girls in
Engineering” curriculum. She
says her ultimate career goal is
to someday become a computer
engineer. “I like doing projects
like this that are fun and handson rather than being in the
classroom,” explains Sydney.
Attendance at this year’s Summer STEAM Academy
Mr. Steele believes that STEAM
rose by more than 15% from 2015 figures. Trafford
Summer Academy programs are
Middle School’s “Storm the Castle” camp doubled in
an excellent introduction for 6thsize from the previous year.
graders taking STEM for the first
time in middle school, as well as
a great way for students to stay connected to
and being on social media, this gives them an
learning during the summer. “Nowadays, there opportunity to be creative and engage with
are too many kids who don’t have much to do
learning that we are going to pick right back up
in the summer,” he says. “Instead of gaming
with in the fall.”

“This program allows the girls to come in and do their own thing, without competing or being judged by the boys. It allows them to
be more creative,” says Rick Steele (pictured right with students), who designed the curriculum for Penn Middle School’s “Girls in
Engineering” Summer STEAM camp.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Annual Public Notice of Special
Education Services and Programs
Services for Gifted Students and Protected Handicapped
Notice to Parents

Evaluation Process

According to state and federal special education regulations, annual
public notice to parents of children who reside within a school district is
required regarding child find responsibilities.

Identification activities are performed to find a child who is suspected
as having a disability that would interfere with his or her learning unless
special education programs and services are made available. These
activities are sometimes called screening activities. The activities
include: review of group data,
conducting hearing and vision
screening, assessment of
student’s academic functioning,
observation of the student
displaying difficulty in behavior
and determining the student’s
response to attempted
remediation. Input from parents
is also an information source for
identification. These activities
take place at the child’s school
throughout the school year.
Parents of school-age children
may request an evaluation by
contacting Mr. Gregory N. Karazsia, Director of Student Learning
Supports, 1006 Harrison City/Export Road, Harrison City, PA 15636.
Parents of preschool age children, age three through five, may request
an evaluation in writing by addressing a letter to the Westmoreland
Intermediate Unit, 102 Equity Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601.

School districts are required to conduct child find activities for children
who may be eligible for services via Chapter 14/IDEA. For additional
information related to Chapter 14/IDEA, the parent may refer to Chapter
14, IDEA or the website http://www.pattan.net/.
School districts are also required to conduct child find activities for
children who may be eligible for services via Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. For additional information related to
Section 504/Chapter 15 services, the parent may refer to Section 504,
Chapter 15, and the Basic Education Circular entitled Implementation
of Chapter 15. Also, school districts are required to conduct child find
activities for children who may be eligible for gifted services via 22 PA
Code Chapter 16.
For additional information regarding gifted services, the parent may
refer to 22 PA Code Chapter 16. If a student is both gifted and eligible
for Special Education, the procedures in IDEA and Chapter 14 shall
take precedence. This notice shall inform parents throughout the
school district of the child identification activities and of the procedures
followed to ensure confidentiality of information pertaining to students
with disabilities or eligible young children. In addition to this public
notice additional information is published on the district web site www.
penntrafford.org. Children ages three through twenty one can be
eligible for special education programs and services.
If parents believe that their child may be eligible for special education,
the parent should contact the principal of the local school or the
Director of Student Learning Supports at the district central office at
724-744-4496. Children age three through the age of admission to first
grade are also eligible if they have developmental delays and, as a
result, need Special Education and related services.
If children are less than the age of
beginners and at least 3 years of
age, they are considered to have a
developmental delay when difficulties
exist in the areas of cognitive,
communicative, physical, social/
emotional and self-help development. If
you have questions regarding difficulties
your child may be experiencing please
contact the Westmoreland Intermediate
Unit, 102 Equity Drive, Greensburg, PA
15601, 724-836-2460.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016

Consent
School entities cannot proceed with
an evaluation or reevaluation, or
with the initial provision of special
education and related services,
without the written consent of the
parents. For additional information
related to consent, please refer
to the Procedural Safeguards
Notice which can be found at
the PaTTAN website, www.
pattan.net or by contacting the
Director of Student Learning
Supports at 1006 Harrison City/Export Road,
Harrison City, PA 15636 or 724-744-4496.
Once written parental consent is obtained, the district will proceed
with the evaluation process. If a parent disagrees with the completed
evaluation, the parent can request an independent evaluation at public
expense.
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Program Development
Once the evaluation process is completed, a
team of qualified professionals and parents
determine whether the child is eligible.
If the child is eligible, the
individualized education
program team meets,
develops the program,
and determines the
educational placement.
Once the IEP team
develops the program
and determines the
educational placement,
school district staff,
intermediate unit
staff, or charter school
staff will issue a notice of recommended
educational placement/prior written notice.
Your written consent is required before initial
services can be provided. The parent has the
right to revoke consent after initial placement.

IEP team, based on the student’s identified
needs, abilities, and chronological age. Some
students will need related services such as
transportation, physical therapy, occupational
therapy, or speech and language services to
benefit from the educational program.

Students identified as eligible for special
education are entitled to a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) available at no
cost to parents. Services
designed to meet the
needs of eligible
students include
the annual
development of
an Individualized
Education
Program (IEP),
a triennial
re-evaluation,
and special
education
services in or
outside of the regular education classroom.

Before a student can begin to receive special
education services, parents will be asked to
sign a Notice of Recommended Educational
Placement (NOREP). If parents agree with
the services offered, their signature and
agreement are recorded on this document.
If parents disagree, they may seek to resolve
differences by requesting a prehearing
conference, mediation, and/or a due process
hearing. Further information can be obtained
by calling Mr. Gregory N. Karazsia at
724-744-4496 or visit http://www.pattan.net/
category/Educational%20Initiatives/Parent%20
Information.

In addition, some students will need
services outside of a regular school.
The decision about the type of services
needed and the location is made by the

Confidentiality of Information
Penn-Trafford School District maintains records
concerning all children enrolled in the school,
including students with disabilities.

Education Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). The age of majority in
Pennsylvania is 21.

All records are maintained in the strictest
confidentiality. Your consent, or consent of
an eligible child who has reached the age of
majority under State law, must be obtained
before personally identifiable information is
released, except as permitted under the Family

Each participating agency must
protect the confidentiality of personally
identifiable information at collection, storage,
disclosure, and destruction stages. One official
at each participating agency must assume
responsibility for ensuring the confidentiality of
any personally identifiable information. Each
participating agency must maintain, for public
inspection, a current listing of the names and
positions of those employees within the agency
who have access to personally identifiable
information.

Penn-

For additional information related to student
records, the parent can refer to the Family
Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
This notice is only a summary of the Special
Education services, evaluation and screening
activities, and rights and protections pertaining
to children with disabilities, children thought to
be disabled, and their parents.

For more information or
to request evaluation or
screening of a public or
private school child, contact
the Director of Student
Learning Supports Office,
1006 Harrison City/Export Road, Harrison City,
PA 15636.

Traffo

rd Stu

dent

The school entity or charter school will not
discriminate in employment, educational
programs, or activities based on race, color,
national origin, age, sex, handicap, creed,
marital status or because a person is a
disabled veteran or a veteran of the Vietnam
era.
No preschool, elementary or secondary school
pupil enrolled in a school district, Intermediate
Unit, or charter school program shall be denied
equal opportunity to participate in age and
program appropriate instruction or activities
due to race, color, handicap, creed, national
origin, marital status or financial hardship.
Penn-Trafford — August 2016
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Penn-Trafford Adult Education Fall Classes
Begin September 19,2016

Complete Class information at www.ptae.org

Monday
LINE DANCE-Begins September 19
LOCATION: Harrison Park All Purpose Room
CLASS REP: Bern Skoczylas (412)953-7012
CLASS FEE: $48.00
MONDAY YOGA-Begins September 19
LOCATION: Sunrise Elementary
CLASS REP: Andrea McDonough (412)373-1808
CLASS FEE: $24.00
ZUMBA EXERCISE DANCE-Begins Septembe19
LOCATION: Penn Middle School
CLASS REP: Devra Cherrone (724)744-2303
CLASS FEE: $24.00
GLUTEN FREE DIET-Held October 10
LOCATION: Ali’s Market Place
CLASS REP: Sybil Kunkelmann (724)515-5499
CLASS FEE: $6.00
MEDICARE 101-Held September 19
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Judy Nedley (724)863-5278
CLASS FEE: $6.00

Tuesday
THE HISTORY OF BUSHY RUN-Held October 11
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Sybil Kunkelmann (724)515-5499
CLASS FEE: $6.00
GLASS PAINTING-Begins October 4
LOCATION: Trafford Middle School
CLASS REP: Carol Jacobelli (412)523-1402
CLASS FEE; $23.00
DOG AGGRESSION-Held October 4
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Rose Marcoz (412)373-8125
CLASS FEE: $6.00
COLLEGE FUNDING:
MAXIMIZING IT-Held September 27
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Judy Ryaby (724)523-8131
CLASS FEE; $6.00

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY YOGA-Begins September 21
LOCATION: Sunrise Elementary
CLASS REP: Gini Newell (412)372-7542
CLASS FEE: $24.00
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GLIDE, TONE, STRETCH ALL-IN-ONE
Begins September21
LOCATION: McCullough Elementary
CLASS REP: Anne Boro (724)744-3283
CLASS FEE: $24.00
CONVERSATIONAL POLISH LANGUAGE
Begins October 12
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Carol Jacobelli (412)523-1402
CLASS FEE: $36.00

Thursday
MAXIMIZING COLLEGE FUNDING-Held October 27
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Judy Ryaby (724)523-8131
CLASS FEE: $6.00
ESSENTIAL OILS: THE BASICS Held September 22
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Judy Ryaby (724)523-8131
CLASS FEE: $6.00
ESSENTIAL OILS: SCIENCE AND ANATOMY
Held October 6
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLSS REP: Judy Ryaby (724)523-8131
ESSENTIAL OILS & OUR PETS
Held October 20
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Judy Ryaby (724)523-8131
CLASS FEE: $6.00
UNDERSTANDING AUTISM-TWO SESSIONS
September 22 OR October 13
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Jamie Walker (724)396-4924
CLASS FEE: $8.00 (each session)
SO YOU WANT TO WRITE A BOOK
Held September 29
LOCATION: Penn Trafford HS
CLASS REP: Judy Pekich (724)527-2995
CLASS FEE: $6.00

**McGinnis Sisters Store Classes***
CLASS REP: Carol Jacobelli (412)523-1402
CHEESE & COFFEE/TEA PARING
Held October 13, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
MATERIAL FEE: $15.00 CLASS FEE: $5.00
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PIEROGIE HANDS-ON WORKSHOP
WITH SAMANTHA STONE
Held October 9, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
MATERIAL FEE: $35.00 CLASS FEE: $5.00
ONE-POT PLANT BASED RECIPE WITH
DR. SALLY LIPSKY
Held October 19, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
MATERIAL FEE: $10.00 CLASS FEE: $5.00
GIFTS FROM YOUR KITCHEN:
RUBS, SCONES, DRINKS ETC.
Held October 27, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
MATERIAL FEE: $35.00 CLASS FEE: $5.00
CHEESE HOLIDAY POTLUCK, BRING YOUR
FAVORITE CHEESE DISH & RECIPE TO SHARE
Held, November 10, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
MATERIAL FEE: NONE CLASS FEE: $5.00
TWELVE CHEESES OF CHRISTMAS
Held December 10, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
MATERIAL FEE: $35.00 CLASS FEE: $5.00

REGISTRATION FORMS

NAME____________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
PHONE__________________________________
EMAIL___________________________________
RESIDENT________NON-RESIDENT__________
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT___________________
CLASS___________________________________
CLASS BEGINS:
DAY___________DATE_________TIME________
CLASS FEE________MATERIAL FEE__________
NON-RESIDENT FEE____________($4.00)
LOCATION________________________________
**********************************************************
NAME____________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________

Please complete one form and enclose one set of
checks (class and materials fee, if applicable) for
each class.

_________________________________________

Make check payable to Penn-Trafford Adult
Education or PTAE unless otherwise noted in the
class description. Make the check for the ‘materials
fee’ out as indicated in the class description.

PHONE__________________________________

I hereby waive the Adult Education Program and the
Penn-Trafford School District from any
responsibility if I should sustain injury during my
class.
NO REFUNDS FOR SPECIAL COOKING CLASSES

_________________________________________
EMAIL___________________________________
RESIDENT________NON-RESIDENT__________
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT___________________
CLASS___________________________________
CLASS BEGINS:
DAY___________DATE_________TIME________
CLASS FEE________MATERIAL FEE__________
NON-RESIDENT FEE____________($4.00)

BROCHURES LOCATED IN LOCAL
LIBRARIES
AND
COMPLETE CLASS INFORMATION
WILL BE
AVAILABLE AT WWW.PTAE.ORG
BEGINNING AUGUST 15, 2016

LOCATION________________________________
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PENN-TRAFFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT
2016-17 School Calendar
August 25					

1st Day of School				

September 5				

Labor Day – No School				

October 10				

Act 80 – No School				

November 8				In-Service – No School				
November 24-28			

Thanksgiving Holiday – No School		

December 23-Jan. 2		

Winter Recess – No School			

January 16				

Act 80 – No School – 1st Make-Up Day		

February 20				

No School – 2nd Make-Up Day			

March 20					

No School – 3rd Make-Up Day			

April 13					

No School – 5th Make-Up Day

April 14					

No School – Official School District Holiday

April 17					

No School – 6th Make-Up Day

April 18					

No School – 4th Make-Up Day

May 5						

Act 80 – No School				

May 25					

Penn-Trafford High School Commencement (6:30pm)				

May 26					

Last Day of Instruction (Grades K-11)

May 29					

Memorial Day – No School			

May 30					

In-Service – No School 7th Make-Up Day		

June 2						

School Picnic – Official District Holiday		

Early Dismissal Schedule
High School: 12.25pm

Calendar may be altered or extended in case

Middle Schools: 1:00pm

of the emergency closing of school.

Elementary Schools: 1:35pm

Revision approved 3/14/2016

Penn-Trafford School District Board of School Directors

Mr. Nick Petrucci – President
Mr. Martin Stovar – Vice President
Mrs. Toni Ising
Mr. Philip Kochasic
Dr. Scott Koscho

Mr. Dallas Leonard
Mr. Jim Matarazzo
Mr. Richard Niemiec
Dr. P. Jay Tray

Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Penn-Trafford School District is an equal opportunity employer and will not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, program or
employment practices as required by Title VI, Title VII, Tile IX, and Section 504. Inquiries
should be directed to Mrs. Danielle Smith, Human Resources, (724) 744-4496.
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Administration
Dr. Matthew Harris - Superintendent
Mr. Scott Inglese - Assistant Superintendent
Mr. Brett Lago, Business Manager
Mr. Gregory Karazsia, Director of Student Learning Supports
Beverly Formato - Administrative Specialist
Janice Oliver - Administrative Specialist
Danielle Smith - Human Resource Specialist
The Prospectus
Dr. Matthew Harris, Editor
CBT Creative Consultants, Production
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HIGH SCHOOL
Commemorative Tile Order Form
The Penn-Trafford School District is offering a very unique opportunity for families, students, clubs,
teams, organizations, and community groups! We are offering personalized commemorative tiles
for purchase that will be permantently displayed in two of the renovation phases at the high school;
the athletic annex and the auditorium entrance.
Each tile will be 6 x 6 inch squares with full color designs and personalization. Each tile will be $100.
Logos are available for sports, music related items, special interests, as well as the Warrior Head,
the warrior shield, and arrow. If you have a specific company logo that you’d like to use, please
provide a vector image of the logo (.eps, .pdf, .ai).
NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
EMAIL
I would like to order a commemorative tile to be placed at the
Penn-Trafford High School Commemorative Tile Wall in the
Athletic Wing.
I would like to order a commemorative tile to be placed at the
Penn-Trafford High School Commemorative Tile Wall in the
Music Department Wing.

PROUD TO BE A

WARRIOR

P
T
The Hetrick Family

WA
Keith & Bev Rubright
and Family

OR SOC

In Memory
R

Section Champions
2014

RI

CE

Class
PT
of
2015
HS

R

examples of how tiles will appear on the wall

Caruso Family

MARLENE CASINO

CLASS OF
1974

PT

PTO

FONT SELECTION
C. Script
A. Sans Serif
B. Serif
(please put text in below as you’d like it to read on the tile) No more than 40 characters of text please.

LOGO (on back)
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PT

P
T

PT

Arrow

Warrior

Shield

Band

Baseball/Softball

Basketball

Choral

Drama

FIeld Hockey

Football

Golf

W A RR IO R S !

Cheer

Bowling

Lacrosse

PROUD

Soccer

Swimming/Diving

Tennis

Track and Field

PT
V

Video

TO BE A

WARRIOR

P
T

Volleyball

Wrestling

*Tiles may be purchased
in increments of 1, 2, 4,
and 9 tiles to give a
larger representation of
your organization.

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Check Enclosed (must be mailed with completed form)
1. Please make check payable to: Penn-Trafford School District
Mail check and completed form to:
Penn-Trafford School District, 1006 Harrison City/Export Road, P.O. Box 530, Harrison City, PA 15636
Credit Card* (may be mailed to address above or faxed to 724-744-4016)
 Discover
Select type of credit card  Visa  Mastercard
Provide cardholder information:

 American Express

Name
Card #
CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Address
exp date
Cardholder Signature

security code

amount

Questions to Dr. Harris: harrism@penntrafford.org

