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Goals, Growth & Great Expectations
for the 2015-16 School Year
Message from Dr. Matthew Harris
Superintendent of Schools
The beginning of a new school year is the perfect time to reflect
on the idea that education is a journey without end. For the
lifelong learner, there is no final destination, just a series of
goals and milestones to mark progress along the way. In the
Penn-Trafford School District, we are preparing young minds
for continuous success in the classroom and beyond, and we
are achieving this mission by fostering a districtwide culture
of continuous improvement and challenging our students to
embrace learning and achievement.
As the district moves forward into the second year of its Non-Negotiable Instructional &
Achievement Goals (listed on page 2), we are encouraged
by both the progress made to this point and the potential for
continued success. One of the core tenets of both PennTrafford’s Vison and Belief statements is the concept of creating a
customized learning experience based on each student’s needs,
interests, and ability level. The introduction of forward-thinking
initiatives like STEAM, Project Lead the Way, Engineering is
Elementary, and other programs has broadened the scope of
the district’s curriculum and provided greater opportunities for
enrichment. Penn-Trafford will continue to work to expand school
partnerships with the local business community to emphasize real
world learning, beginning with new internship opportunities for
high school students in 2015-16.

www.penntrafford.org

Reading and math, which are at the heart of the elementary
curricula, is being redefined in the Penn-Trafford School District.
The district is excited to introduce a new elementary reading
& language arts series this year. The McGraw-Hill “Wonders”
textbook series is closely aligned to the more rigorous Common
Core State Standards (CCSS) and allows educators to
differentiate and accelerate achievement for young readers as
they build a solid foundation of literacy skills. “Wonders” will debut
in K-6 classrooms this fall.
— Continued Pg. 2
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Superintendent’s Message: Dr. Harris — continued
The district chose not to adopt a new elementary
math textbook series, deciding instead to continue to
develop its dynamic online resource component. As
you will read in the building update pages, the online
math curriculum is very standards-based and focuses
on building a foundation of math skills for each student
from an individualized instruction and assessment
perspective. Developed by Penn-Trafford educators, it
features more engaging, hands-on instruction that can
also be shared among teachers in all district buildings
to promote continuity, collaboration, and classroom
innovation. Other building initiatives relating to math,
including the three-year Pod pilot program in Harrison
Park, have also produced very promising results.
The high school renovation project will enter its second
year with excellent progress being made in key areas including the new
gymnasium, auditorium/theater, collaboration center (library), STEM wing,
and other instructional areas. We look forward to continued progress
being made throughout the school year in a safe environment with limited
disruptions to the education process. In our ongoing commitment to
teacher excellence and professional development, Penn-Trafford will
continue to promote and support Professional Learning Communities
(PLCs).
Teachers are afforded time every day to discuss curriculum, best
practices for instruction, analyze data, and collaborate on cross-curricular
project activities that enhance the educational experience at PennTrafford. The district is also pleased to announce that it has hired 10 new
teachers for the 2015-16 school year at various grade levels.

As I begin my third year as district superintendent, I have great
expectations for Penn-Trafford students, staff, and the administrative
team. I look forward to continuing to build an environment where students
enjoy learning, develop higher order thinking skills, and challenge
themselves beyond their comfort zone without fear of failure. For one of
the most important lessons that life has to offer is adversity, and one of
the most admirable traits one can possess as they journey through life is
resiliency. So let’s keep looking forward, work toward our goals, grow our
achievements, and accept the challenge to be great this year!
Sincerely,
Dr. Matthew Harris
Superintendent of Schools

Penn-Trafford School District:
2 Year Non-Negotiable ACHIEVEMENT Goals

Penn-Trafford School District:
2 Year Non-Negotiable INSTRUCTIONAL Goals

• Penn-Trafford will achieve a 100% graduation rate.

• Instructional strategies and questioning techniques will involve
a greater depth of knowledge (DOK) in order to challenge and
deepen learning for all students.

• Every student at Penn-Trafford will show yearly growth as
evidenced through PVAAS data.
• Classroom instruction will incorporate appropriate technology
and Web 2.0 tools to enhance student learning and experience.
• School will be a safe environment for all students and staff.
• Administration will meet twice a year in order to evaluate, reflect,
and update our current safety plan.
• Administration will work with staff to design a meaningful SLO
in their area of concentration. The design process will take
place during the first semester and the implementation process
will take place during second semester.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015

• STEAM will be the focus of our school’s best practices. STEAM
will be incorporated into our school’s curriculum. Professional
development will be provided for all staff members.
• Instructional strategies and techniques will be customized to the
student’s learning style, interest and current competencies.
• PLN strategies will be embedded into all curricular areas
to increase the frequency of and enhance student writing,
communication, and student learning opportunities.
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Penn-Trafford High School Update
Education is all about the future at Penn-Trafford High School, where
Principal Tony Aquilio and staff will continue to focus on developing
21st century learning opportunities for students. “Everything we do
here is built around a 21st century learning philosophy,” says the
second-year principal. “We are getting students ready for a new world
out there.”
According to Mr. Aquilio, technology is at the center of many of the
new initiatives set for the 2015-16 school year, including a “Project
Lead the Way” technology course that presents students with real-life
challenges where they can apply creative, technology-based solutions.
The course is supported by AutoCAD design software and the district’s
new 3D printer. The school will continue to advance other technologydriven initiatives including the robotics courses and a media production
department. Penn-Trafford High School will also introduce a Zulama
course this year focusing on video game design, software development
& programming, and other entertainment technology skill-sets.
Penn-Trafford’s Board of Directors approved a new internship program
for students where they can explore a real-world learning experience in
an actual professional environment. The district has also expanded its
college-level course offerings, including dual-enrollment opportunities,
for high school students. It is all reflective of the “customized learning
experience” philosophy promoted throughout the Penn-Trafford School
District.
According to Mr. Aquilio, the four primary areas of focus at
PTHS are creativity, communication, collaboration, and
problem-solving supported by technology. “Critical
thinking and problem-solving represent the most

important skills for students today,” he explains. “With technology in
this day and age, information is very accessible. It is now about what to
do with information once you have it.”
Mr. Aquilio is confident that the high school can maintain a productive
learning environment as the renovation process moves forward during
the school year. Patience, flexibility, and adaptability are the keys for
students and teachers, as well as the construction crews who strive
to limit disruptions as much as possible. Mr. Aquilio anticipates that
most, if not all, instructional classrooms will be operational by the start
of the school year on August 27th with minimal temporary classrooms
in place. The entire second floor of the building will be finished by the
start of the school year. Work will proceed mainly in non-classroom
areas such as the new auxiliary gymnasium throughout the 2015-16
school year.
The renovation upgrades include a one-touch recording studio in the
newly constructed media center, allowing students to create projects
that integrate audio and video elements. Additionally, technology bays
in each classroom will allow educators to better utilize high-tech tools
like SMARTBOARDS and ELMOs, and transition between various
media seamlessly. “From the top down, we try to give our teachers
the freedom to teach skills the best they can using the resources they
have,” says Mr. Aquilio.
Mr. Aquilio reports minimal turnover in staff this year and looks forward
to great things during his second year as PTHS principal. “I now know
the staff and curriculum, and it will be easier to establish long-term
goals,” he says. He adds that the greatest impression that he took
away from his inaugural year was the level of community involvement
at Penn-Trafford High School. “There is so much support for the school
and everything it does. It is truly the center of the community,” says Mr.
Aquilio. “The community here views themselves as stakeholders, and
they stay true to their beliefs – which I admire.”

Key Dates
& Information
FRESHMAN
ORIENTATION:
Monday, August 24th
(7:00 pm start)
OPEN HOUSE:
Tuesday, September 8th
(6:30-8:30pm)

Building phone:
(412) 372-6600

Penn-Trafford High School’s Robotics program allows students to
develop 21st century technology skills.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015
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Penn Middle School/Trafford Middle School Update
Building principals
Jim Simpson (Penn
Middle) and Roger
Sullivan (Trafford
Middle) are excited to
begin a new school
year that they believe
will be highlighted by
innovative programs
and enhanced learning
opportunities for all
students.

The district’s middle schools are gearing up for the second year of a STEM
initiative that requires all students to participate in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics coursework. The middle school introduced
a design & modeling course last year in grade 7 that incorporates
engineering skills including AutoCAD Inventor design software and 3D
modeling. In 2015-16, an eighth grade robotics course will debut at both
middle schools. An NXT Robotics technology course is being taught by
Joel Green at Trafford and Rick Steele at Penn Middle. Also, in an effort
to keep bright young female minds engaged in STEM, the district offered a
summer course promoting engineering and related science disciplines for
middle school girls.
Trafford Middle School students use
AutoCAD Inventor design software as part
of the STEM initiative.

As part of the K-12
math curriculum
restructuring effort,
math teachers in both
middle schools are collaborating to rewrite the math curriculum to be
aligned to Pennsylvania Common Core standards. The process, which
is expected to take more than a year to complete, ensures that math
content is adequately rigorous, sequenced properly, and is reflective of
the needs of advanced, on-level, and remedial students alike. Teachers
worked on the math curriculum restructuring over the summer and will
continue during the school year on a grade level, building-to-building,
and departmental basis during the 2015-16 school year. “Because
math skills build upon one another, it is extremely important at
every level to collaborate. And math is used in other content
areas, including science, which makes having a strong
foundation necessary for success,” explains Mr.
Sullivan.

Key Dates
& Information
6th GRADE & NEW
STUDENT ORIENTATION:
Wednesday, August 12th
(6:30 pm start at both middle schools)
OPEN HOUSE:
Thursday, September 10th
(6:30-8:30pm at both middle schools)

Building phone:

Penn Middle: (724) 744-4431
Trafford Middle: (412) 372-6600

Penn-Trafford — August 2015

The district’s middle schools continue to ratchet up the rigor of its language
arts curriculum to reflect more demanding state standards. The curriculum
now emphasizes critical reading and comprehension skills on a much
deeper level. “Our students are being challenged more in this area, and
it will benefit them in the long-run,” says Mr. Simpson. “They are reading,
writing, and speaking more across the curriculum as part of our literacy
strategies.”
The foreign language course upgrades instituted last year will continue at
the middle school level with French, Spanish, German, and Exploratory
Languages courses being offered to all students. The introductory courses
can provide a strong foundation for continued coursework on the high
school level. The district’s middle school libraries have undergone a
transformation to media centers using more interactive technology, online
research resources, and group learning spaces.
The middle schools are introducing a new financial literacy series this
year aimed at helping young people better understand how to manage
money and be fiscally responsible. The courses are sponsored by the
Westmoreland Community Federal Credit Union.
The building principals agree that there is an exceptional community of
educators at the middle schools who motivate, engage, and are creative in
their teaching. Both Penn Middle and Trafford Middle experienced minimal
staff turnover this
school year. “Our
teachers care about
kids and meet
students at their
level,” says Mr.
Simpson. “Whether
they’re advanced
or need a little
remediation, you
have to go beyond
just being a giver
of content today.
You have to teach
students how to
Advanced 3D modeling technology enables
think, not just fill
Penn Middle School students to transform
their heads with
their designs into actual components.
information.”
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Level Green Elementary/Trafford Elementary Update
Just 3.5 miles separate Level Green and Trafford elementary schools, and
it’s a path that Dan DiNapoli knows very well.
As principal for both buildings, Mr. DiNapoli sees tremendous potential for
great things this year, and is anxious to get the show on the road!
At both Level Green and Trafford, educators remain focused on
developing customized instructional strategies to meet the needs of each
individual student. Mr. DiNapoli says that teachers are working to develop
effective techniques to accomplish this goal including the use of “intrinsic
motivators” in their techniques for instructional delivery. Methods include
traditional direct instruction, technology-centered learning, peer-to-peer
instruction, and other approaches that “reach students where they are”
in terms of learning. “We focus on motivation. We want learning to take
place because students enjoy HOW they are learning,” explains Mr.
DiNapoli.
At Level Green, the
STEAM program
(Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts
& Math) remains
a primary focus.
Reading specialist
Sara Oliver serves as
a full-time STEAM
teacher for
Level Green
grades
Students in all grade levels get a chance to
shine on LG “Action News” broadcasts.

Key Dates
& Information
Open House:

LEVEL GREEN K-2:
Tuesday, September 15th
(6:30-8:30pm K-2 only)
LEVEL GREEN 3-5:
Thursday, September 17th
(6:30-8:30pm 3-5 only)
TRAFFORD ELEM K-5:
Thursday, September 17th
(6:30-8:30pm All Grades)

Building phone:

Level Green Elementary: (412) 372-6603
Trafford Elementary: (412) 372-6600

K-5. The school will also roll out a new “MathLand” program this year that
offers a series of interactive learning units that allow all students to explore
mathematical concepts on a life-sized scale. The entire building serves as
a “MathLand” classroom as students work in teams to complete various
activities or stations.
Level Green “Action News” will continue to fill the airwaves in 2015-16.
The student-driven program allows morning announcements and other
content to be delivered in a more dynamic, visual way and promotes the
development of both video production and communications skills through
the use of advanced technology. Daily segments are broadcasted on
classroom SMART Boards and are available on the website for parents to
experience as well. A new feature titled “Full STEAM Ahead” will report
on the many fascinating developments in the school’s STEAM curriculum
this year.
Fourth grade at Level Green will have a whole new look this year as the
building welcomes new teachers Shaun Rinier and Jena Huffman. Level
Green also received a grant for the purchase of 20 new Kindles through
Tablets in Education. The STEAM focus at Trafford revolves around the
nationally acclaimed Engineering is Elementary (EiE) curriculum where
classroom teachers in grades 3-5 team with student learning assistants
to explore STEM content in engaging, hands-on ways. Now in its second
year at Trafford Elementary, EiE continues to make a strong impact on
young minds according to Mr. DiNapoli. “EiE takes them on a journey that
encompasses not only STEM, but other content areas like social studies
and reading. They have to work together as a team to solve problems
and show leadership.”
Trafford Elementary School’s “Worthy Warrior” program centers on
promoting positive character traits through lessons, and then recognizing
students in each class who exemplify those traits in their everyday
behavior. A second 5th grade classroom will be added at Trafford
Elementary this year, which will reduce class size and provide better
opportunities for customized learning.
Mike Martinelli will
serve as the new
fifth grade teacher.
Trafford, as well
as all PennTrafford schools,
is embracing the
Penn Literacy
Network, or PLN,
a districtwide
initiative that
promotes more
writing across
all areas of
the curriculum
including math and
science.

Trafford Elementary School’s “Worthy Warrior”
program promotes character-building.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015
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Sunrise Estates Elementary Update
Principal Karin
Coiner believes
students and families
have a lot to look
forward to this year
at Sunrise Estates
Elementary School.
“At the elementary
level, students truly
enjoy coming back to
school. They love to
learn here, and that’s
The new McGraw-Hill “Wonders” reading
exciting for me as a
series is more rigorous and closely aligned
principal.”
to PA Core Standards.
One of the biggest
changes that will greet students on August 27th will be several new
faces among the teaching staff, as the school reorganizes the staff
due to grade level movement, maternity leaves, and a retirement.
According to Mrsw. Coiner, only the
kindergarten teachers will be
unaffected by the movement this
year.
The school will fully
implement flexible
grouping for
mathematics

Key Dates
& Information
Open House:

K-2: Tuesday, September 15th
(6:30-8:30pm K-2 only)
3-5: Thursday, September 17th
(6:30-8:30pm Grades 3-5 only)

instruction this year in grades 1-5. The initiative calls for pre-testing,
skill-based grouping, and the unrestricted movement between groups
based on the individual needs of each student. Available staff and
student learning assistants participate in flexible grouping to provide
wide-ranging instructional resources. “The benefits of flexible grouping
are that we are better able to meet a child’s needs ‘in the moment’ as
opposed to retroactively,” explains Mrs. Coiner.
Mrs. Coiner says that flexible grouping will allow educators to more
accurately identify and address very specific skill deficiencies and
allow remediation to take place more efficiently so a student can move
forward faster without needless repetition of skills already mastered.
“Teachers can isolate their attention on certain areas and provide more
customized learning,” she says. Mrs. Coiner adds that flexible grouping
is consistent with the districtwide restructuring of the math curriculum
in terms of rigor, sequencing, and alignment to PA Common Core
Standards.
Principal Coiner looks forward to continuing to maximize the benefits
of the infusion of educational technology introduced at Sunrise Estates
last year. The school currently has a total of five laptop carts and three
iPad carts that can be employed building-wide for various purposes.
“To me, technology is a tool. These are devices that help us meet a
child’s needs. We’re doing them a disservice if we don’t incorporate
technology,” says Mrs. Coiner.
Principal Coiner says that building educators remain very focused on
the 2-Year Non-Negotiable Goals introduced last year, including the
PLN strategy that promotes writing across all areas for the curricula and
establishes grade level expectations for all students in writing.
She also says the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) instructional goal that
revolves around quality questioning and other areas will continue to
be a priority throughout
the building. Sunrise
Estates students in
grades 3-5 are engaged
in the Engineering
is Elementary
(EiE) program that
incorporates interactive,
collaborative problemsolving skills into the
science curriculum. The
school continues to build
its science lab resources
to accommodate EiE.

Building phone:
(724) 864-6700

Sunrise Estates Engineering is
Elementary (EiE) program engages
students in hands-on learning exercises.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015

Sunrise Estates
received a partial new
roofing system over
the summer, with work
possibly extending into
early fall.
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Harrison Park Elementary Update
With nearly a decade of administrative experience at Harrison Park,
Principal Jeff Swartz has seen countless changes in education. And
with change comes challenge.
“Our biggest challenge is to keep students growing, both here and
throughout the entire district,” he says. To that end, Harrison Park
provides a myriad of opportunities for enrichment and endless avenues
for students to embrace learning at their level. “When students make
the connection between what they are learning and things that are
applicable and interesting to them, they become more vested in
learning and motivated to do more.”
Harrison Park Elementary recently concluded a 3-year pilot program
focusing on a concept known as Pod Grouping for math instruction. At
its core, Pod Grouping disregards age and
current grade levels and places students
in groups based exclusively on the specific
skills that they need to learn to move forward.
The program is aimed at students in grades
3-5 and involves comprehensive pre-testing
to identify deficiencies. Previously, student
inclusion in the Pod program was based on
a lottery system, but this year it will have an
open enrollment policy, allowing all students
in grades 3-5 to participate. Mr. Swartz anticipates that 75-100
students will participate in Pod Grouping under the dedicated
supervision of 3-4 educators. Pod Grouping is consistent
with the customized learning goals of the district. PennTrafford recently presented the concept at a state
education conference in Bedford, PA.

Key Dates
& Information
Open House:

K-2: Tuesday, September 15th
(6:30-8:30pm K-2 only)
3-5: Thursday, September 17th
(6:30-8:30pm Grades 3-5 only)

Building phone:
(724) 744-2161

Students participate in needs-based Pod math groups at Harrison
Park Elementary School.
Harrison Park’s “Engineering is Elementary” (EiE)
program is set to move full STEAM ahead in
2015. The EiE curriculum is offered to students
in grades 1-5 at Harrison Park, with teams of
students in grades 1-2 working together in
groups, as well as students in grades 3-5.
The Pod program works in combination with
EiE to tie math concepts to EiE projectbased science units that promote the
use of skills from multiple disciplines.
Harrison Park also offers students
STEAM enrichment opportunities with
its afterschool LEGO club, morning
science experiments, and optional
family-based science projects, as well as the Challenge 24 Math Club
and Book Club.
“Our goal is to inspire our students. We have numerous after school
activities and programs to help us to meet that goal,” says Mr. Swartz.
Other new developments for the 2015-16 school year include the
introduction of the McGraw-Hill “Wonders” reading series. The school
will welcome a new second grade
teacher, Beth Miller. And the facility itself
has undergone a facelift both inside and
out courtesy of volunteer organizations
including local scout troops who have
donated their time and energies to
various beautification projects.
Penn-Trafford High School student,
Sarah Bender, also spent much of the
summer working on an impressive
array of mural paintings throughout the
building.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015
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McCullough Elementary Update
The start of every new school year is exciting and filled with promise. For
McCullough Elementary Principal Joe Marasti, this year is shaping up to
be special for many reasons. The year itself will start in a unique way, as
McCullough is piloting a new Open House concept this year by holding a
3-hour event before the first day of school rather than in mid-September.
Anticipated benefits include opportunities for more parent interaction with
all educators who impact their child’s educational experience, not just
classroom teachers.
Increases in enrollment have made it necessary to expand to four classes
in both third and fifth grade this year at McCullough Elementary. The move
will reduce class sizes in the respective grades from the upper 20’s to a
more manageable size of just about 20 students per class. “It’s significant.
Reducing class sizes really makes a difference with what we are trying to
achieve with students,” says Mr. Marasti.
McCullough piloted the newly adopted “Wonders” series last year in
kindergarten and grades 2-3. Among the many positive aspects of the
series is that the assessments are more focused on skills and provide very
accurate indicators of where students are in terms of proficiency. “The
McGraw-Hill reading series does an excellent job in helping us identify
students who have reading deficiencies while also pushing forward the
average or advanced level readers,” says Mr. Marasti. “The series is very
rigorous and features robust vocabulary.”
According to Mr. Marasti, third-graders can
expect to do more flexible grouping
as part of the building‘s commitment
to customized learning. And
students can
certainly “have a

Key Dates
& Information
Open House:

K-5: Tuesday, August 25th
(5:30-8:30pm All Grades)

Building phone:

McCullough Elementary: (724) 744-7441

Penn-Trafford — August 2015

Sphero 2.0 robotic technology will debut in McCullough classrooms
this year as part of the school’s STEAM initiative.
ball” with robotics programming and basic technology - thanks to teacher
Scott Mickey, who authored a grant for the purchase of Sphero 2.0 miniature
robots.
Programmed by a Smartphone or iPad app, the circular robot can complete
different challenges. The Sphero technology represents a fun introduction
to robotics on the elementary level consistent with the district’s STEAM
initiatives. “When using the Sphero, students will be learning robotic
technology, use mathematics, and will be required to do some writing. So it
goes across the curriculum and covers both STEAM and the PLN goals in
the district plan,” says Mr. Marasti.
In another new development, McCullough third-graders will now have
90-minute math sessions in an attempt to foster flexible small group
learning and more in-depth questioning in line with the district’s Depth of
Knowledge (DOK) goal philosophy.
Fifth grade students will continue to change classes throughout the school
day, giving them the opportunity to work with all four grade level teachers
and prepare them for the middle school environment.
Mr. Marasti says that McCullough Elementary has a full arsenal of
educational technology throughout the building, but the real key to
effectively implementing it is the teachers’ willingness
to employ it in creative ways. “They are not
afraid to venture out onto that island and try
it, rather than just always going back to the
tried and true traditional instruction.” He
adds that today’s new generation of
“technology natives” learn differently
than previous generations. “The
dynamics of the classroom have
changed. Students are stimulated by
multi-tasking,” he explains.
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Penn-Trafford HighPenn-Trafford
School
High School

Renovation
				Update

Harrison City, PA

Lower Annex Garage Area

When students return to classes at Penn-Trafford High School
in late August, they will be pleased to see the results of a very
productive summer of renovation work. The library renovation
with new casework, a new skylight, and new private study
rooms will be available for students to use immediately. A focal
point of the new library is the glass walls encasing the study
rooms and a computer area.
The school’s science rooms have been renovated with
new cabinets, casework, paint, and ceiling treatments. The
building’s second floor classrooms and hallways are now
complete with new ceilings, paint applications and carpet
systems throughout.

Weekly Progress Slideshow
July 31st, 2015

New Tennis Courts & Parking Area

During the first month of the school year, work on the Annex
that will house the new gymnasium and garage will continue to
move forward. Auditorium work will ramp up with an expected
completion in late November, 2015.
New locker room renovations will be well underway, and the
new tennis courts and adjacent paving will be completed in
September. However, the new courts will not be available for
the fall season due to a 28-day cure time on the paving. The
existing courts will be used in the interim.

New Casework at 2nd Floor
Science Room

Project manager Catherine Stock of Massaro CM Services,
LLC comments: “The schedule has been successful with
the intermediate milestones that have been set. During a
renovation there are always unforeseen items, but they have
been handled without any detriment to the overall schedule.”
Regular updates on the Penn-Trafford High School renovation
projects are available on the district’s website:
www.penntrafford.org
Penn-Trafford — August 2015
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Annual Public Notice of Special
Education Services and Programs
Services for Gifted Students and Protected Handicapped
Notice to Parents

Evaluation Process

According to state and federal special education regulations, annual
public notice to parents of children who reside within a school district is
required regarding child find responsibilities.

Identification activities are performed to find a child who is suspected
as having a disability that would interfere with his or her learning unless
special education programs and services are made available. These
activities are sometimes called screening activities. The activities
include: review of group data,
conducting hearing and vision
screening, assessment of
student’s academic functioning,
observation of the student
displaying difficulty in behavior
and determining the student’s
response to attempted
remediation. Input from parents
is also an information source for
identification. These activities
take place at the child’s school
throughout the school year.
Parents of school-age children
may request an evaluation by
contacting Mr. Gregory N. Karazsia, Director of Student Learning
Supports, 1006 Harrison City/Export Road, Harrison City, PA 15636.
Parents of preschool age children, age three through five, may request
an evaluation in writing by addressing a letter to the Westmoreland
Intermediate Unit, 102 Equity Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601.

School districts are required to conduct child find activities for children
who may be eligible for services via Chapter 14/IDEA. For additional
information related to Chapter 14/IDEA, the parent may refer to Chapter
14, IDEA or the website http://www.pattan.net/.
School districts are also required to conduct child find activities for
children who may be eligible for services via Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. For additional information related to
Section 504/Chapter 15 services, the parent may refer to Section 504,
Chapter 15, and the Basic Education Circular entitled Implementation
of Chapter 15. Also, school districts are required to conduct child find
activities for children who may be eligible for gifted services via 22 PA
Code Chapter 16.
For additional information regarding gifted services, the parent may
refer to 22 PA Code Chapter 16. If a student is both gifted and eligible
for Special Education, the procedures in IDEA and Chapter 14 shall
take precedence. This notice shall inform parents throughout the
school district of the child identification activities and of the procedures
followed to ensure confidentiality of information pertaining to students
with disabilities or eligible young children. In addition to this public
notice additional information is published on the district web site www.
penntrafford.org. Children ages three through twenty one can be
eligible for special education programs and services.
If parents believe that their child may be eligible for special education,
the parent should contact the principal of the local school or the
Director of Student Learning Supports at the district central office at
724-744-4496. Children age three through the age of admission to first
grade are also eligible if they have developmental delays and, as a
result, need Special Education and related services.
If children are less than the age of
beginners and at least 3 years of
age, they are considered to have a
developmental delay when difficulties
exist in the areas of cognitive,
communicative, physical, social/
emotional and self-help development. If
you have questions regarding difficulties
your child may be experiencing please
contact the Westmoreland Intermediate
Unit, 102 Equity Drive, Greensburg, PA
15601, 724-836-2460.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015

Consent
School entities cannot proceed with
an evaluation or reevaluation, or
with the initial provision of special
education and related services,
without the written consent of the
parents. For additional information
related to consent, please refer
to the Procedural Safeguards
Notice which can be found at
the PaTTAN website, www.
pattan.net or by contacting the
Director of Student Learning
Supports at 1006 Harrison City/Export Road,
Harrison City, PA 15636 or 724-744-4496.
Once written parental consent is obtained, the district will proceed
with the evaluation process. If a parent disagrees with the completed
evaluation, the parent can request an independent evaluation at public
expense.
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Program Development
Once the evaluation process is completed, a
team of qualified professionals and parents
determine whether the child is eligible.
If the child is eligible, the
individualized education
program team meets,
develops the program,
and determines the
educational placement.
Once the IEP team
develops the program
and determines the
educational placement,
school district staff,
intermediate unit
staff, or charter school
staff will issue a notice of recommended
educational placement/prior written notice.
Your written consent is required before initial
services can be provided. The parent has the
right to revoke consent after initial placement.

IEP team, based on the student’s identified
needs, abilities, and chronological age. Some
students will need related services such as
transportation, physical therapy, occupational
therapy, or speech and language services to
benefit from the educational program.

Students identified as eligible for special
education are entitled to a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) available at no
cost to parents. Services
designed to meet the
needs of eligible
students include
the annual
development of
an Individualized
Education
Program (IEP),
a triennial
re-evaluation,
and special
education
services in or
outside of the regular education classroom.

Before a student can begin to receive special
education services, parents will be asked to
sign a Notice of Recommended Educational
Placement (NOREP). If parents agree with
the services offered, their signature and
agreement are recorded on this document.
If parents disagree, they may seek to resolve
differences by requesting a prehearing
conference, mediation, and/or a due process
hearing. Further information can be obtained
by calling Mr. Gregory N. Karazsia at
724-744-4496 or visit http://www.pattan.net/
category/Educational%20Initiatives/Parent%20
Information.

In addition, some students will need
services outside of a regular school.
The decision about the type of services
needed and the location is made by the

Confidentiality of Information
Penn-Trafford School District maintains records
concerning all children enrolled in the school,
including students with disabilities.

Education Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). The age of majority in
Pennsylvania is 21.

All records are maintained in the strictest
confidentiality. Your consent, or consent of
an eligible child who has reached the age of
majority under State law, must be obtained
before personally identifiable information is
released, except as permitted under the Family

Each participating agency must
protect the confidentiality of personally
identifiable information at collection, storage,
disclosure, and destruction stages. One official
at each participating agency must assume
responsibility for ensuring the confidentiality of
any personally identifiable information. Each
participating agency must maintain, for public
inspection, a current listing of the names and
positions of those employees within the agency
who have access to personally identifiable
information.

Penn-

For additional information related to student
records, the parent can refer to the Family
Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
This notice is only a summary of the Special
Education services, evaluation and screening
activities, and rights and protections pertaining
to children with disabilities, children thought to
be disabled, and their parents.

For more information or
to request evaluation or
screening of a public or
private school child, contact
the Director of Student
Learning Supports Office,
1006 Harrison City/Export Road, Harrison City,
PA 15636.

Traffo
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The school entity or charter school will not
discriminate in employment, educational
programs, or activities based on race, color,
national origin, age, sex, handicap, creed,
marital status or because a person is a
disabled veteran or a veteran of the Vietnam
era.
No preschool, elementary or secondary school
pupil enrolled in a school district, Intermediate
Unit, or charter school program shall be denied
equal opportunity to participate in age and
program appropriate instruction or activities
due to race, color, handicap, creed, national
origin, marital status or financial hardship.
Penn-Trafford — August 2015

PENN-TRAFFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT
2015-16 School Calendar
August 24					Grade 9 Orientation (7:00pm)					Penn-Trafford High School
August 27					1st Day of School								Districtwide
September 2				

Elem. President’s Council Meet (9:30am)

Administration Building

September 7				Labor Day – No School						Districtwide
October 7					

Parent Advisory Council Meet (9:30am)		

Administration Building

October 12				Act 80 – No School							Districtwide
November 3				In-Service – No School						Districtwide
November 26-30			

Thanksgiving Holiday – No School			

Districtwide

December 9				

Elem. President’s Council Meet (9:30am)

Administration Building

December 24-Jan. 3		

Winter Recess – No School					

Districtwide

January 6					

Parent Advisory Council Meet (9:30am)		

Administration Building

January 18				

Act 80 – No School – 1st Make-Up Day		

Districtwide

February 3					

Elem. President’s Council Meet (9:30am)

Administration Building

February 15				

No School – 2nd Make-Up Day				

Districtwide

March 2					

Parent Advisory Council Meet (9:30am)		

Administration Building

March 24-29				Spring Recess – No School					Districtwide
April 6						

Elem. President’s Council Meet (9:30am)

Administration Building

May 4						

Parent Advisory Council Meet (9:30am)		

Administration Building

May 6						Act 80 – No School							Districtwide
May 26					Commencement								Penn-Trafford High School
May 27					Last Day of Instruction						Grades K-11
May 30					Memorial Day – No School					Districtwide
May 31					

In-Service – No School 6th Make-Up Day

Districtwide

June 3						

School Picnic – Official District Holiday		

Districtwide

Penn-Trafford School District Board of School Directors

Mr. Richard Niemiec – President
Mr. Martin Stovar – Vice President
Mrs. Toni Ising
Mr. Philip Kochasic
Dr. Scott Koscho

Mr. Dallas Leonard
Mr. Bruce Newell
Mr. Nick Petrucci
Dr. P. Jay Tray

Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Penn-Trafford School District is an equal opportunity employer and will not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, program or
employment practices as required by Title VI, Title VII, Tile IX, and Section 504. Inquiries
should be directed to Mrs. Danielle Smith, Human Resources, (724) 744-4496.

Administration
Dr. Matthew Harris - Superintendent
Mr. Scott Inglese - Assistant Superintendent
Mr. Gregory Karazsia, Director of Student Learning Supports
Beverly Formato - Administrative Specialist
Janice Oliver - Administrative Specialist
Danielle Smith - Human Resource Specialist
The Prospectus
Dr. Matthew Harris, Editor
CBT Creative Consultants, Production

