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Building for the Future: Penn-Trafford
Reviews Facility Consolidation Plans
Penn-Trafford School District officials are in the early stages
of developing a building consolidation master plan that will
strategically position the district for continued education excellence
while maintaining fiscal accountability and sustainability for
decades to come. Penn-Trafford has begun this process by
partnering with consultants to review all factors involved and
generate preliminary recommendations.

More Time for Math at McCullough (pg. 10)

Like many Western Pennsylvania school districts, Penn-Trafford is experiencing declining
enrollment. According to Assistant Superintendent Scott Inglese, the district has shrunk from
approximately 4,800 K-12 students to around 3,900 students over the past half-decade. “We’ve
STEAM Summer Camp (pgs. 11-13)
lost about a thousand kids, and we are projected to lose even more,” says Mr. Inglese. He also
“Once Upon a Mattress” Spring Musical! (pgs. 14-15) points out that there is a great differential in enrollment rates on a building-by-building basis. “For
example, Trafford Middle School currently has about 300 students, while Penn Middle has around
AND MORE!
600,” reports Mr. Inglese. He says that enrollment disparities such as this create a situation
where the district cannot efficiently utilize personnel to other
resources.
Andrew’s Avengers (pg. 11)

“Ultimately, we want to have one middle school; that’s the
goal,” says Mr. Inglese. “Ideally, we would also like to have
fewer elementary schools.” He says that it is the district’s
preference for its middle school to house grades 7 and 8
only, with the elementary consolidation configuration to be
determined. This enrollment model is consistent with what
many other districts have done recently as part of their
restructuring plans, and offers students many academic, social
and staffing advantages. No determination has been made on
specific school closures or new facility construction, but several
scenarios are currently under consideration as part of the
preliminary planning process.

www.penntrafford.org

At present, the only true “neighborhood schools” in the district
are Level Green Elementary and Trafford Elementary. The
other four elementary buildings combine students from various
areas of the district at some level. Students now are regularly
enrolled in elementary schools based not by geographic
location but where there is room to accommodate them.

— Continued Pg. 2
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Facility Consolidation Plans Reviewed —
In the near term, the district would have the ability to close/
consolidate any of its buildings, but new construction is off the table
for the foreseeable future, due in part to a freeze in state funding for
such projects. Therefore, the construction of new district facilities
would have to be paid for largely by projected savings in operational
costs from the consolidation of existing buildings.
“We are a fiscally conservative district with a solid track record of providing
high-quality education at a low cost per pupil,” explains Mr. Inglese. “We
don’t have the commercial infrastructure here of a Route 22 or Route 30
business corridor. Penn-Trafford’s revenue for the schools is primarily
generated from a residential base.”

continued from cover

“As always, the district places great value on transparency and public
input in the decision-making process,” says Dr. Matthew Harris, District
Superintendent. “Penn-Trafford administrators will make available
various channels and platforms for open, two-way communication on this
important issue as the process moves forward.”
Penn-Trafford will continue to gather building data and analyze options
based on a number of factors including the age, condition, operating
costs, and current/projected enrollment in each of its buildings before
making recommendations to the Board of School Directors on its building
consolidation plan. Questions or concerns can be addressed at district
Board meetings.

Major Milestones:
Completion of High School
Auditorium and Gymnasium Projects
The Penn-Trafford High School building/renovation project continues
to move steadily forward with the recent completion of the high school
auditorium and the pending finalization of the new auxiliary gymnasium in
February.
According to Assistant
Superintendent Scott
Inglese, an exciting
new experience awaits
visitors to the newly
revamped auditorium.
“We put about $2 million
into the auditorium,
so it was really a
major overhaul,” he
explains. Among the
many auditorium upgrades are an expanded stage, stage flooring, curtains,
rigging, paint, acoustic treatments, replacement seating and flooring, a new
retractable door in the Audion, stage and lighting upgrades, audio system
and a new sound/light booth.
Crews are also putting the final touches on a new, full-sized gymnasium.
The new addition will serve as an auxiliary gym and could be used for a
multitude of different purposes. The facility also includes a new fitness
center, complete with the latest in cardio and strength training equipment
that will be accessible to the student body, school athletic teams and the
community.
Other work completed during the first half of the school year includes new
tennis courts, paving, interior and exterior site work, preschool playground,
and a new maintenance facility constructed under the gymnasium. Work will
continue over the winter in the video production suite and guidance offices.
Penn-Trafford — March 2016

In March, the high school kitchen will partially shut down so workers can
begin a series of extensive renovations that will continue into the summer.
This, unfortunately, will result in a modified menu for students for the
remainder of the school year. However, this preapproved early shutdown
will increase the likelihood of the entire food service area being totally
complete for the start of the 2016-17 school year. The renovations will
convert the traditional cafeteria dining area into a more open, food court
style atmosphere typically found in today’s universities. Early spring also
marks the beginning of extensive pool and locker room renovations at the
high school.
The $31 million Penn-Trafford High School building/renovation project
remains primarily on schedule and on budget. High school classroom
renovations incorporate all the innovations of the modern classroom
including interactive whiteboards, sounds systems, and new desk systems
that allow for greater classroom collaboration and small group-based
learning. “Students today learn more independently with the teacher as a
facilitator. It is a 21st century mindset,” explains Mr. Inglese.
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New High School Library Enhances Learning & Collaboration
In the old days, a school library was a place students would seek out
for solitude. But both times, and students, have changed. And, so
has the Penn-Trafford High School Library.
Earlier this year, Penn-Trafford High School unveiled a totally
restructured new library/media center as part of its major renovation/
building project. According to school librarian Paul Conrad, the
dynamic new resource serves as both the heart of technology-driven,
group-centered learning as well as the hub of social interaction
and energy. “It is now a more open, collaborative environment for
students,” says Mr. Conrad. “It is not what most people think of as a
traditional library.”
Renovations on the high school library began last year with a
complete gutting of the existing 10,000 square foot space. Work
continued throughout the year, effectively eliminating student
access for the entire 2014-15 school year. However, the work was
completed by the start of the current school year, and returning
students were greeted by an impressive and modern new learning
environment where they can work independently or together.
The new library’s “wow factors” are immediately obvious from the
moment you enter. The five new glass-encased group study rooms
that line the perimeter of the library insulate student groups from
the noise distractions outside without totally isolating them from the
positive energy of the environment. The study rooms, which are
designated by color, can be reserved online by high school faculty.
If they are not reserved, students are free to use them at their
convenience. There is also a new glass-walled lounge area in the far
corner of the library featuring comfortable seating for relaxed reading
or casual study/conversation.

The student-operated “Coffee for a Cause” gathering area is a
popular new library amenity.
The recent renovations mark the return of a large skylight in the
library that fills the room with ample natural lighting. Below is an area
known as “The Pit” - a sunken floor level of the library where students
have access to nearly 50 Mac computers. The Pit can also be
reserved by educators for classroom projects that require computer
support. Multiple Wi-Fi ports in the library also support personal
electronic devices that students use for research and other purposes.
The technological innovations also include a “One Button Studio” that
allows students, teachers, or groups to simplify the video recording/
editing processes and harness the educational power of the medium
to enhance their projects. In an enclosed studio setting, users can
record and edit high-quality video and audio with a touch of a button
and store their work on a flash drive. The studio features advanced
audio capabilities, green screens, lighting, and other technological
wizardry. Teachers can use the resource to record content for
virtually any purpose including professional development, conference
presentations, or even to create video lessons to help substitute
teachers in their classrooms.
The new library houses a student-operated coffee shop, which has
been expanded to more than double its previous size. There are
resources dedicated to the special needs of students who are visually
or hearing impaired. And recently, the PTHS Art Department has
begun constructing colorful displays along the wall and from the
ceiling, including a new mural painting.

Penn-Trafford students collaborate on group projects in “The Pit”
area of the new library.

Mr. Conrad definitely believes that the library has become the new
“cool” place to be in the school, attracting students for anything
from coffee and casual conversation to collaborative project-based
learning. “By 7:10am, we typically will have a hundred students in
the library,” says Mr. Conrad. “It is set up much like a college library.
Students have more freedom, and they like that freedom.”
Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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Penn Middle School Pulls Together for New Library Media Center
Penn Middle School Principal Jim Simpson
believes learning occurs best when students
take ownership of their education and work
together to take learning to a whole new level.
And recently, Penn Middle students, as well
as educators and community partners, got
together to lend their time and talents in a
transformative library media center project.
Under the energetic leadership of teachers
Rick Steele (STEM) and Katie Datz (Special
Education), as well as school library aide,
Alex Miller, the school embarked on a
forward-thinking plan in November to
transform the existing school library into
a library media center through a series of
technology and facility upgrades including the
addition of several 3-D printers and a vinyl
sign cutting machine.

“It’s enrichment.
We’re adding a
purpose to the
library and giving
students another
technology piece
that they can use,”
explains Mr. Miller.
“We want the library
to be a community
center, a hub for
students to come
and meet and work
together.”

In addition to the
infusion of new
technology, the
Penn Middle School student Kevin McDonald uses 3-D printing
library media center
technology in the school’s library media center.
will also receive a
The introduction of this STEM technology into cosmetic makeover
the library environment allows students the
with fresh paint
opportunity to collaborate on group learning
in Warrior colors. The facility will get new
Datz works with a team of students to operate
projects that require critical thinking, research, cabinetry, furniture, and video screens. But
a snack shop located just outside the library
engineering & design, and manufacturing
while creativity, energy, and innovation are
near the main entrance to Penn Middle
skills. The idea mirrors the popular “Maker
abundant resources at Penn Middle School,
Space” concept that revolves around “cofunding can be a different story. “Our biggest School. The snack shop was introduced in
January 2015 and has been very successful
creation” in accessible public spaces.
hurdle was how we were going to fund this
in its first year of operation. It sells schoolproject,” admits Ms. Datz.
approved snacks and drinks, and fresh
popcorn on Fridays.
The project goal was
to raise a total of
$5000, and to this end, “The snack shop is great for the Life Skills
Ms. Datz and the team students because they are learning job skills
and communications skills, and they benefit
have pursued several
from the social aspect of interacting with
different avenues of
their peers,” says Ms. Datz. To date, the
support ranging from
snack shop has raised about $500 toward
a GoFundMe link to
the library renovation project. In January,
community donations
Penn Middle School unveiled the new 3-D
and corporate grant
technology in what is known as the “creation
proposals. She
corner” of the library. These resources are
recently wrote a
now available to all students.
grant request to the
corporate office of
Mr. Miller sees the project as a natural evolution
Bob’s Furniture and
of libraries in today’s Information Age and
secured a $1000
emphasizes the importance of the project as a
donation for the
catalyst for collaborative, exploratory learning.
project.
“A bad library just develops a collection. A
good library develops programs. A great library
As the Life Skills
Students in Katie Datz’s Life Skills program run the Warrior Snack
develops community,” says Mr. Miller. “And
teacher at Penn
Shop. Pictured here with Ms. Datz are Blade Densham (left) and
that’s what we are looking to do at Penn Middle
Middle School, Ms.
Dominic Williams.
School.”
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Character Education Creates an Inclusive Culture at Trafford Middle
Learning takes place when a rigorous academic
curriculum is delivered through effective
instructional practices. But when a student feels
threatened in a school environment, their learning
and overall social/emotional development is
impeded.
In the 2015 report “Bullying in U.S. Schools” by
the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, research
shows that 15% of eighth grade students
reported being bullied at least two times per
month. The most common form of bullying is
verbal, but many are also victims of false rumors
and exclusion. While the report indicates that
incidents of bullying tend to decrease as students
grow older, it also points out that “bullying can
have serious effects during the school years and
into adulthood.”
At Trafford Middle School,
educators like Megan
McGraw and Stacy
Lamanna recognize
the importance of
creating and fostering
a safe, inclusive
school culture and
have developed
a comprehensive
character education
program for students
in grades 6-8.

General’s Office also visit Trafford
Middle School every other year to
talk to the students about cyberbullying and online safety. “The
program really lets them learn
to work with each other, respect
people’s opinions, and tolerate
differences. These are the main
takeaways for students,” says
Ms. Lamanna.
While Trafford Middle School has
kept the basic tenets of Olweus in
place for sixth-graders, educators
have worked to build upon this
foundation in subsequent middle
school grades. “We still follow the
Olweus protocol in sixth grade,
giving them the basics. But we
sort of transformed it in 7th and 8th
grades,” explains Ms. Lamanna.
In these grades, the emphasis
shifts to character education which
teaches positive traits like empathy,
respect, and citizenship.

Trafford Middle School students create lobby and
hallway displays promoting various aspects of character
development.

Trafford Middle School’s character education
efforts begin in sixth grade with the internationally
recognized Olweus Bullying Prevention Program
(pronounced Ol-VAY-us), which focuses on
creating a safe and positive school climate
through classroom activities and individual
interventions. The program’s goals are to reduce
and prevent bullying problems and to improve
peer relations at school. The Olweus Program,
which debuted at Trafford in 2009, has been
implemented in more than a dozen countries
around the world, and in thousands of schools in
the United States.

The character education initiatives in 7th and
8th grades focus largely on team-building
activities revolving around qualities like tolerance,
inclusiveness, and respect. Homeroom teams
engage in special projects each year focusing on
different character traits. The theme during the first
half of the current school year was “Got Character?”
borrowing from the iconic milk advertising campaign.
Students were responsible for
creating some expression artwork, poetry, music, etc.
– that promotes a character
trait. “We leave the creativity
up to the students. It works
out well, they all work together
and they love to do it,” says
Ms. McGraw. A period each
Wednesday was set aside for
the 10-week project (October December).

The multi-faceted Olweus curriculum offers
numerous best practices for bullying prevention
including surveys and assessments, staff training,
classroom activities, and ideas for building
support networks and systems for interventions.
Speakers from the Pennsylvania State Attorney

The school measures
the effectiveness of the
programs by keeping a log
of bullying reports. Ms.
McGraw says that since the
program was introduced,

reports of repeated incidents of bullying have
declined. She has also noticed a healthier
climate of mutual respect between students and
teachers. “We do this because we want to have
a better social climate here,” says Ms. McGraw.
“We want the kids to respect each other, even
though they may be different. We want them to
include others and learn the basic principles of life
and how they should treat people.”

Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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Trafford Elementary Gains STEAM in Education
At Trafford Elementary School, STEAM is a hot topic for students in
grades 3-5.
STEAM, which is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics, is a hands-on, minds-on, weekly program that
revolves around various design/engineering challenges ranging from
bridge building to making Play Doh. Although STEAM has been
a districtwide initiative for several years, the 2015-16 school year
marks the first time that Trafford has set aside a period per week,
per grade (3-5), dedicated exclusively to STEAM learning. It takes
place Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons in a special
classroom facility near the school’s art room.
Students in the upper elementary grades work in teams and engage
in 40-minute STEAM challenges, many of which are based on the
acclaimed Engineering is Elementary (EiE) curriculum. STEAM
serves as an extracurricular enrichment program, but according to
instructor Rick Nese, student enthusiasm for the program is high.
“The kids love it. It provides an opportunity to get up and out of
their seat, work with others, and build things,” says Mr. Nese. “The
engineering and design process is a huge part of STEAM. They
learn from failure and continually try to improve the process. ”
Mr. Nese believes that one of the reasons that STEAM has risen in
popularity is that it effectively makes the connection between science
and engineering content and intellectual curiosity for many students.
He says that it is also helpful that the STEAM program integrates
really cool lesson components like LEGO MineCraft and Hot Wheels
Speedometry! It also incorporates content from Bill Nye the Science
Guy videos and BrainPop.com. “I want the kids to know that the
things they are learning in the classroom are applicable once they’re
outside the classroom,” says Mr. Nese. “They’re going to need this
information to be successful, and to be able to work with others.”
STEAM brings the Arts into the mix by emphasizing how
communication integrates with science and math-centered groupbased learning to develop team-building and collaboration skills.
“STEAM is all about collaboration,” says Mr. Nese. He also says
that STEAM does well in engaging female students in science and
engineering topics. Traditionally, girls often begin to lose interest in
science and math beginning in middle school for various reasons.

Trafford Elementary students successfully complete a STEAM
Challenge! Pictured (l-r): Jake Zigarovich, Hailey Cohen, Marcus
Mielke, Natalie Rebstock, and Ryan Kerrigan.
Through dynamic and fun programs like STEAM, however, Mr. Nese
believes that he can help keep bright young female minds engaged
in these disciplines by showing that they are “cool” and “relate to
their interests.”
Recent highlights of the Trafford Elementary STEAM program
include tarpaulin, suspension and archway bridge design; the
development of a Maglev train system; Play Doh chemistry and
composition and using mirror systems to simulate a laser light show.
Mr. Nese credits Trafford parents for their generosity in donating
supplies for STEAM.
Penn-Trafford will offer the “PT STEAM Academy” this summer
designed to inspire a passion using hands-on lessons designed
to excite and engage the mind. The summer camps will provide
the opportunity for children to explore the wonders of STEAM in
a friendly, curious, and exciting atmosphere. From managing fun
experiments to participating in mind-blowing activities, students
will come away inspired! Summer camps are open to all students
enrolled in the Penn-Trafford School District. Please see pages 1113 of this document for more information.
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The Economics of Education at Level Green Elementary
Fifth grade students at Level Green Elementary work hard in all
of their academic areas, but when it comes to social studies,
they really get down to business!
Under the direction of teacher Jill Brallier, fifth-graders recently
participated in a thematic, group-based unit that effectively
took basic principles of Economics out of the social studies
textbook and on to a real-world business plan. “Group work is
an important part of social studies,” explains Ms. Brallier, who
instructs both fifth grade classes in the subject at Level Green.
“The main takeaway for the students is definitely the concept of
Economics, how the world works, and how people earn money
and decide to spend it. We also focus on collaboration and the
ability to work together.”
The unit started with an Economics survey intended to assess
preliminary student knowledge, followed by vocabulary word
introductions of basic Economic terminology including words
like goods, services, productivity, profit/loss, branding, logos,
slogans, etc. From there, the students broke off into six
different teams or “companies” and were immediately charged
with product development and marketing responsibilities in
preparation for “Market Day.”

Fifth-graders (l-r) Brianna Elias, Marco Delisi, and Samantha
Peacock persuade Brandon Svoboda into a buying decision at the
recent “Market Day” event.

During the Market Day event, which took place right before the
holiday break in the school’s cafeteria/multipurpose room, the
fifth-graders worked to position, promote, and attractively price
their wares to catch the eye of fourth grade consumers, each of
whom had $10 in fun money to spend on the products for sale.
Some of the projects created for the event included holidaythemed beaded bracelets, paper footballs & origami, gem
decorated bottle caps with magnets on the back, paper dragon
claws, and sports games using logos. The bottom line? The
company that showed the healthiest balance sheet at the end of
the event is the winner!

Fourth grade students (l-r) Marina Yoder and Cassidy Muhitch
check out the merchandise!

“It’s a fun event,” says Ms. Brallier, who has coordinated the
Economics project for three years now. “There are a lot of
kids at Market Day and they’re all excited. It’s always been
successful.”
Among the numerous benefits of the real-world unit, according
to Ms. Brallier, is how it promotes collaboration and teambuilding and incorporates academic skills in a myriad of different
curricular areas including art, English, science, communication,
and computer skills for research. Students also apply their math
skills to calculate pricing models based on a limited production
budget. “The students are interested in Economics,” says Ms.
Brallier. “Even just learning the vocabulary words, we had such
good discussions about how it affects the country.”

Students prepare their product displays in anticipation of the
Market Day rush! Pictured here (l-r): Evan Gavatorta, Brendon
Zierski, Cailin Taylor and Jake Botti.
Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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An “Hour of Code” at Sunrise Estates Elementary
The Penn-Trafford School District prepares students
for success. And, according to recent career data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, no single field
offers greater opportunities for success than computer
science:
• About 7 of every 10 new STEM jobs are 		
		computing related.
• Graduates with computer science degrees 		
will earn on average 40% more than
		their peers.
• Currently, there are nearly 590,000 open 		
		 computer positions nationwide, including 		
more than 20,500 in Pennsylvania.
But before young minds can be ignited by a passion
for programming, there first has to be that initial spark
of interest. And that was Sunrise Estates Elementary
teacher Amanda Hawk’s goal in introducing an “Hour
of Code” during National Computer Science Education
Week (December 7-14).
Sunrise students in grades 3-5 took part in the
60-minute computer science introduction designed
to “demystify” computer coding and prove that all
students can learn the basics. “Hour of Code”
featured video segments from some of the computer
industry’s giants including Bill Gates and Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg, followed by hands-on
programming tutorials based on Star Wars and
Minecraft themes. “Once they get the basics of
computer programming, you can actually integrate
it into the classroom and have the students design
their own games,” explains Ms. Hawk. “That’s when it
really gets interesting.”
Ms. Hawk, who recently attended an Allegheny
Intermediate Unit conference on computer
programming education, says that “Hour of Code”
ties into the school’s math curriculum by developing
problem-solving skills and calling for the application of
Penn-Trafford — March 2016

Teacher Amanda Hawk works with third grade students Evan
Gross(left) and Joseph Jackson during an “Hour of Code.”

math skills like estimating and understanding angles.
There are also strong logic and creativity components
to the program.
Each student participating in “Hour of Code” received
their own computer programming account, so they can
continue working independently online outside of the
classroom. Ms. Hawk is able to monitor the progress
of the students remotely and offer guidance as an
administrator of these accounts. The school is also
working on developing a “Code Club” where students
can come together and collaborate on programming
projects. “Kids get so excited when they complete
something that was initially frustrating,” says Ms.
Hawk. “It is really rewarding to see them become part
of something innovative like programming. There is
a lot of the enthusiasm and buzz about programming,
and some of the students go home and tell their
parents about it.”
A follow-up program, “Code Studio,” goes deeper into
how it all works and is available to older students.
Penn-Trafford students have the opportunity to
continue to explore computer programming in both
middle school STEM classes and in high school
JAVASCRIPT courses.
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Harrison Park Elementary Math Pod Program Expanded
Following a 3-year pilot program involving a limited number of
students, Harrison Park Elementary School’s Pod Grouping for Math
program has been expanded to an all-inclusive, open enrollment
program for students in grades 3-5. The underlying premise of Pod
Grouping is to provide customized instruction based on a student’s
tested needs in math, rather than simply their age or grade level.
This approach helps to eliminate “skill gaps” for students and builds a
stronger foundation for continued learning in math.
“I can’t imagine going back to teaching math the traditional way,”
says Harrison Park teacher, Devon Vaia, who is now in her 4th year
in Pod Grouping. “Everything is customized learning, so during class
the children are learning at their level in a way that’s consistent with
their learning style. And now, every student has the opportunity to
take what they have learned and apply it to a project to demonstrate
comprehension.”
Each Pod group is supported by 3-4 teachers who work with students
in grades 3-5. Pre-testing is conducted before beginning a major
area of math – multiplication, geometry, fractions, etc. – and this data
determines what each student needs to learn as measured by targets
that align to the State standards in math. “Pre-testing tells us what
each individual student knows, and what they don’t know,” explains
Jeff Swartz, Harrison Park Elementary School principal. “Then we will
tailor their instruction to get them where they need to be.”
Pre-testing is followed by data analysis where educators “drill down”
on an individualized basis to accurately determine the right course
of instruction for each student. “The program is a great thing for
students, but it is a lot more hard work for teachers,” says Mr.
Swartz. “I applaud them for how they have bought into the concept

Student presenter Bella Swartz delivers a PowerPoint
demonstration on the concept of place values.
and adapted from the traditional model for the best interest of our
students.”
As each math unit moves forward, students are scored on a 4-point
scale. A score of 3 indicates a proficient level of mastery, while a
score of 4 demonstrates the ability to apply and demonstrate math
concepts. However, progress is measured not by traditional grades in
Pod Grouping, but by a checklist system. “The checklist system gives
the parents more information than just a regular grade,” explains Mr.
Swartz. “The checklist breaks it down specifically so that we can see
what exactly their child needs more practice on.”
Principal Swartz reports that during the first half of the school year
Harrison Park offered a series of parent-information sessions for
those who were new to the program. He adds that as parents began
to understand Pod Grouping, they really became engaged, asking
great questions so they can become part of a process that helps their
child. “It’s helped getting feedback from the parents. We can better
communicate what we are doing, and what the kids are learning,”
says Mr. Swartz.

Friends and family members enjoy a Pod Math presentation by
Kate Schall.

Over the 3-year pilot program, Pod Grouping produced PSSA scores
and unit test performances that were slightly better than what their
peers in the traditional math classroom were achieving. Harrison
Park Elementary parents, Kimberly and Mark Ferguson say that
they have seen definite improvement in their daughter Kayla’s math
performance. “We are very pleased with the Pod program and the
teachers here at Harrison Park. We could not be happier with Kayla’s
progress and the foundation it is creating for her future success,” says
Mr. Ferguson.
Penn-Trafford — March 2016

10

More Time for Math at McCullough Elementary
The elementary
teachers collaborated
with building principal,
Joe Marasti, and
the Penn-Trafford
High School math
department to
create pre-tests
and standardsThe move to the 90-minute math program
based lessons for
was driven by several factors, including far
the 90-minute daily
more rigorous standards under Common
sessions. With the
Core. Math skill requirements under
advantage of having
Common Core lean toward a need for
extra time for math,
higher level critical thinking skills where
the focus of their
students must be able to dissect what is
efforts leaned more
being asked of them in questioning, and
toward skill mastery
then apply multiple skills and steps toward
rather than covering
solving problems.
a broad range of
content or materials.
“With the curriculum becoming far more
“Everything builds
rigorous under Common Core standards,
upon the math factors
we realized that we needed to hit math a
you learn at a young
little harder. We thought it would be more
age,” explains Ms.
beneficial if we had a bigger chunk of time,”
Suman. “Now I can
says 3rd grade teacher Cathy Suman, who
More time for math means greater opportunities for collaboration.
along with Chrissy Bozzuto, is spearheading continue to review
Here, third-graders (clockwise from top) Jared Miller, Chad
and reinforce what
the new math initiative at McCullough
Pusateri, Lexi Stotler and Boyer Hamilton work together.
has already been
Elementary School.
taught. I didn’t have
that opportunity in
“I really like having the time at the
the past.”
beginning to have a whole group lesson.
Then, the extra time allows me to focus
Ms. Suman also
on the students who need a little more
says that the
help and also provide some enrichment
new 90-minute
for the kids who move at a faster pace,”
math program is
says Ms. Suman, a 12-year teaching
advantageous
veteran. Class sizes remain at normal
in that it allows
levels for math, right around 20 students
for ample time
in a class.
for both whole
group instruction
McCullough Elementary math teachers
and small group
continuously evaluate the effectiveness
activities, as well
of the new 90-minute math program
as more opportunity
through daily notebook and assessment
to engage in
checks, and frequent timed testing for
either enrichment
multiplication and other skills. The
or remediation
flexible, small group learning and inactivities depending
depth questioning of the 90-minute
on the individual
math program are consistent with the
needs of each
district’s Depth of Knowledge (DOK) and
McCullough Elementary School students work on math
student.
Customized Learning instructional goals.
assignments using laptops. Pictured here from the top are Kendra
Mathias, Jesse Lisbon and Hannah Henzler.
Time is an extremely precious commodity
in education. So when McCullough
Elementary School opted to effectively
double the daily time allotted for
mathematics instruction to 90 minutes in 3rd
grade, it represented a significant change
and development.

Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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P-T High School Students Raise Funds for Andrew’s Avengers
To mark the 10th year of Introduction to
Administration and Management’s t-shirt
project, the proceeds of the project were
to be given to a little boy who’s stolen our
hearts. Andrew O’Neil, is a four-year old
who has stage 3 Neuroblastoma.
Neuroblastoma is a malignant tumor of
immature nerve cells that usually starts in
the autonomic nervous system or adrenal
gland and spreads quickly, most often
affecting young children. Andrew’s dad,
Brian O’Neil, is a Penn-Trafford alumni
and former teacher of the district. Andrew
also has grandparents and other family
still residing in the district.
Over the course of four months, three
different class periods comprised of 87
students designed a t-shirt that reflected
the theme of Andrew’s Avengers. Being
that the project hit such a milestone, a
luncheon was held on December 19th to
reward all of the students and to allow
them the opportunity to present Mr. O’Neil
with the proceeds. They were able to
see firsthand how much of an impact their
efforts in and outside of the classroom
had on the family behind the project itself.

The PT STEAM Academy will inspire a
passion for learning using hands-on lessons
designed to excite and engage the mind.
Our summer camps provide the opportunity
for children to explore the wonders
of STEAM in a friendly, curious, and
exciting atmosphere. From managing fun
experiments to participating in mind-blowing
activities, students will come away inspired!

Penn-Trafford High School studentsTravis Hohman (left) and Cameron Coy present a
check to Mr. Brian O’Neil.
At the end of the project, 1,761 shirts
were sold and they were able to donate
$12,641 to Andrew. What is even
more impressive is that all 87 students
contributed to the project through the
planning process, as well as marketing

and selling their team’s shirt. All three
class designs were reflective of their
mission: helping Andrew, a true Warrior.
Therefore, Penn-Trafford is, and will
always be, Warrior Strong.

Camp
Descriptions
The following
page of the
Prospectus
provides a
complete
overview of
the programs,
dates,
locations,
and costs for the 2016 PT STEAM Academy
Summer Camps.

Eligibility
STEAM camps are available to PT and
non-PT Students. There is limited space
for each camp. The classes are on a first
come first serve basis. Once a camp has
been filled, students will be placed on a
waiting list.

Payment
All payments must be paid in full by the first
scheduled day of camp. To receive a refund,
a letter must be submitted stating the name
and date of the camp. There will be no refunds
after the first day of the scheduled camp.

Register Today!
Please complete the registration form on
page 13 of this edition of the Prospectus,
along with payment (check or money order)
and mail to the address indicated. Please
include a check or money order for the camp
or camps your child chooses to attend made
payable to PT Academy.
Questions? Please contact Mr. Greg
Capoccioni by email at capoccionig@
penntrafford.org for more information.
Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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FULL
TITLE OF CAMP

AHEAD
GRADES
ENTERING IN
THE FALL

2016
SUMMER CAMPS
PT STUDENT
COST

NON-PT
STUDENT
COSTS

$75.00

$110.00

$75.00

$110.00

June 13-16 Trafford Middle School

Students will engage in building and
engineering projects based on famous fairy
tale themed problems. These activities will be
Dr. L. Eckberg & S. Daniels
designed to encourage critical thinking,
scientific reasoning skills, as well as, problem
solving and team work.

$75.00

$110.00

June 13-16 Penn Middle School

Students will have the opportunity to learn
basic RobotC programming and basic robot
mechanics to compete in different robotic
games. Robots will be programmed to run on Jeff Newsom
their own and by remote control using
problem solving skills, programming
sequences, and STEM concepts.

$75.00

$110.00

June 20-23 Harrison Park Elementary

Students complete track and field events
then apply measurement, multiplication,
division, geometry, and fractions skills to
Devon Vaia
track and graph their event times and
distances. Through the use of physical
activity, math concepts, and technology
students will relate math to real life activities.

$75.00

$110.00

June 27-30 Level Green Elementary

Come to our Mad Scientist Lab and watch
and perform your own experiments
everyday! You may participate in more than
Amy Kelly and Diana Hlavsa
one each day. Learn how much fun science
can be with hands-on experiments so you can
see it for yourself, not just learn it from a
book.

$75.00

$110.00

$75.00

$110.00

$75.00

$110.00

$75.00

$110.00

Students will create a model castle and
Dr. L. Eckberg & S. Daniels
medieval weapons including several different
catapults as time permits and engage in a
game called Storm the Castle.

$75.00

$110.00

DATES

LOCATION OF CAMP

DESCRIPTION

TEACHER

Fashion Design

6-8

June 6-9

Penn-Trafford HS

The course is designed to introduce students
to the exciting world of fashion. Students will
learn basic fashion design concepts with
Alison Siniawski
pattern making and construction. Students
will use computer technology programs and
sewing machines to create and complete
projects they choose from.

It's Only Rocket Science!

6-8

June 6-9

Penn-Trafford HS

How many times how you heard someone
say; “It’s not rocket science.” Well this time
it IS rocket science! Explore the physics of
rocket flight, build model rockets, test
modifications of many forms of space flight.

Fairy Tales

VEX Robot Programming & Games

Track It Math

My Mad Scientist Lab

My Mad Scientist Lab

2-4

6-8

3-6

1-3

Ryan Tucek

Come to our Mad Scientist Lab and watch
and perform your own experiments
everyday! You may participate in more than
Amy Kelly and Diana Hlavsa
one each day. Learn how much fun science
can be with hands-on experiments so you can
see it for yourself, not just learn it from a
book.
Students will explore the wonders of their
local environments and learn about ecology
through various hands-on activities and field
trips. Some potential activities are: an
outdoor scavenger hunt in BY Park, creating
mini habitats, using microscopes to be Nature Michelle Stewart
Detectives, tending to the school garden,
and/or building mini
greenhouses/terrariums. Students will get in
touch with nature and learn the importance
of being environmentally conscientious.
Girls in Engineering is a fun, interactive place
for girls to put their Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math skills to use. Some of
the potential activities being considered are:
using simple machines to design, designing
and 3D printing, programming and
completing a challenge using a VEX IQ
Rick Steele
clawbot, designing, building, and testing a
solar powered and/or mousetrap powered
vehicle, and designing and testing blades for
a wind turbine. All of these activities are
designed to be minds-on and hands-on for all
participants.

4-6

June 27-30 Level Green Elementary

Enviromental Camp

5-8

June 27-30 Trafford Middle School

Girls in Engineering

6-9

July 11-14

Storm the Castle

4-7

July 11-14

Computer Gaming Camp

6-8

July 18-21

Penn-Trafford HS

Students will have an opportunity to explore
a variety of software packages to create
programs, games and apps. These
Marty Corna
applications will be developed by using Alice,
AppInventor, Javascript, and other software
resources.

$75.00

$110.00

Krazy Contraption

5-8

July 18-21

Trafford Middle School

Students will complete mini-lessons using
simple machines before creating a 10 step
Rube Goldberg machine.

$75.00

$110.00

$75.00

$110.00

Penn Middle School

Trafford Middle School

LEGO Robotics/K'Nex Academy

3-6

August 8-11 Harrison Park Elementary

Penn-Trafford — March 2016

C. Wukich & Dr. L. Eckberg

The LEGO Robots/K'Nex Academy will
challenge students to think creatively using
activities that require individual and team
participation, creative design, and problemsolving skills. It will teach students to lead as Jodi Simpson
well as to work together to overcome
challenging obstacles. All students will be
introduced to basic programming software to
use when designing a robot!
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PT STEAM Academy
2016 Course Enrollment Form

Please complete the information below. Bring or mail the completed form, along with payment
to the school office.  Make check or money order payable to PennTrafford Summer Academy,  
3381 Route 130, Harrison City, PA  15636.
Student Name_______________________________________________ Entering Grade Level Fall 2016__________

Home Address_________________________________________________ Home School District___________________
                                                               (Street)

______________________________________________________    ________________    ___________________________________
                                 (City)
     (State)
             (Zip)
Parent/Guardian Names (s) ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone________________________________ Parent Email Address____________________________________________
*Note‐ No refunds will be issued after the start date of the STEAM Summer Camp.
*Please include any special conditions.  (ex. Medical)________________________________________________
STEAM CAMP

Grades
Enterin
g in Fall
2016

Dates

Location of Camp

PT
Student
Cost

Non‐PT
Student
Cost

Fashion Design

6‐8

June 6‐9

Penn‐Trafford HS

$75

$110

It's Only Rocket Science!

6‐8

June 6‐9

Penn‐Trafford HS

$75

$110

Fairy Tales

2‐4

June 13‐16

Trafford MS

$75

$110

VEX Robot Programming &
Games

6‐8

June 13‐16

$75

$110

Track It Math

3‐6

June 20‐23

$75

$110

My Mad Scientist Lab

1‐3

June 27‐30

Level Green Elem.

$75

$110

My Mad Scientist Lab

4‐6

June 27‐30

Level Green Elem.

$75

$110

Environmental Camp

5‐8

June 27‐30

Trafford MS

$75

$110

Girls in Engineering

6‐9

July 11‐14

Penn Middle
School

$75

$110

Storm the Castle

4‐7

July 11‐14

Trafford MS

$75

$110

Computer Gaming Camp

6‐8

July 18‐21

Penn‐Trafford HS

$75

$110

Krazy Contraption

5‐8

July 18‐21

Trafford MS

$75

$110

LEGO Robotics/K'Nex

3‐6

August 8‐11

Harrison Park
Elem.

$75

$110

Penn Middle
School
Harrison Park
Elem.

Total

Check
Selecte
d
Classes

$

I have read and understand the terms and conditions of PT Academy.  

Parent/Guardian     ______________________________________________________________________________________
                  Print Name                                              Signature
          Date

Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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“Once Upon a Mattress” Breaks in New Auditorium!
What’s a princess to do when she just can’t get
comfortable on a cushy stack of mattresses 20 feet
high? Find out when Penn-Trafford High School Drama
Guild presents the spring musical “Once Upon a
Mattress,” April 1, 2, 8 & 9, 7:30 pm, and April 3, 3:00
pm, in the newly renovated high school auditorium.
Based on a beloved Hans Christian Andersen fairytale,
“Once Upon a Mattress” puts a humorous spin on the
classic story of The Princess and the Pea. A moatswimming,
not-sodelicate
princess
named
Winnifred
(Fred for
short) travels
over bog
and frog to
win the hand
of Prince
Dauntless

the Drab, a mama’s boy under the ruling thumb of his
mother, Queen Aggravain. No lady in the land can
marry until the prince takes a true princess to be his
beloved. Dauntless and Sir Harry, a dashing knight
trying to make an honest woman out of Lady-in-Waiting
Larkin, hope the swampland princess can pass the
queen’s grueling test to prove she’s of royal blood,
even though a dozen eligible candidates failed before
her. Will a tiny little pea lead to a peaceful sleep or
counting sheep?
Appealing to all ages, this “happily ever after”
story includes raucous musical numbers, colorful
characters and plenty of tongue-in-cheek humor.
Theatergoers will be the first to experience the new
seating, sound system and state-of-the-art lighting,
all part of the auditorium renovation which began last
spring. Returning to the P-T Drama Department is
Director Tom Bekavac (P-T favorites include “Shrek:
the musical,” “Guys & Dolls” and “Beauty and the
Beast”) and Beverly Rubright as Musical Director, with
choreographer and P-T graduate Deborah Ragan.

Once Upon a Mattress
April 1, 2, 8 & 9
7:30 pm,
April 3
3:00 pm
Penn-Trafford — March 2016

Order your tickets today by
completing and mailing in the
form on the next page of the
Prospectus!
For additional ticket
information, visit
www.pthsdramaguild.com.
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PENN TRAFFORD SPRING MUSICAL TICKET ORDER FORM

NAME ____________________________________________
ADDRESS _________________________________________
PHONE (_____)  ______  ____________

“Once Upon a Mattress”

Adult Tickets
$10.00

Friday Evening, April 1st

7:30 P.M.

Saturday Evening, April 2nd

7:30 P.M.

Sunday Matinee, April 3rd

3:00 P.M.

Friday Evening, April 8th

7:30 P.M.     

Saturday Evening, April 9th

7:30 P.M.

Sr. Citizen
Students
$8.00

TOTAL AMOUNT
# of Adults
# of Students
# of Sr. Citizens

NUMBER OF TICKETS ORDERED
Any questions or concerns please call Karrie Gutwald or Ashley Temple at 7243827883
and we will return your call as soon as possible.
Make checks payable to: Penn Trafford Spring Musical
(include a stamped, selfaddressed envelope)
Mail to:
Penn Trafford Spring Musical
P.O. Box 437
Harrison City, PA 15636
Choose your tickets carefully…
There will be NO TICKET EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS.
No tickets will be mailed without a stamped envelope and check.
Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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New Commemorative Wall Tile & Naming Rights Programs
Memories, milestones, and lasting impressions mark the high school
careers of generations of Penn-Trafford alumni. And now, through two
new commemorative programs, P-T graduates, students, businesses, and
community members have a unique opportunity leave an enduring tribute
to their alma mater.
The idea for the Commemorative Wall Tile Program was introduced by
Penn-Trafford High School teachers Jen Haberberger and Jeff Newsom
last year and is now ready for full-scale implementation. Essentially, the
program involves the design and development of custom tiles that can
be purchased by individuals or groups. These decorative tiles will be
displayed in two distinct areas of the high school: the Athletic Wing near
the main gymnasium, or the Music Department Wing by the auditorium.
All phases of the process including ordering, custom design, production,
and placement for the Commemorative Wall Tile Program are all handled
at Penn-Trafford High School without any outsourcing. The primary
design templates were developed by Ms. Haberberger and encompass
the entire spectrum of interests and activities at the school ranging from
sports to music, arts to academics, and beyond. There are also wall tile
templates for graduating classes, memoriam requests, as well as custom
designs. “We are able to customize the tile designs, within reason, to
make it attractive and accessible to all groups in the community,” says Ms.
Haberberger.
The digital design files are then forwarded to Mr. Newsom to begin
the process of creating the actual tiles. This starts by creating special
color decals, which are then placed on a standard 6x6’’ square tile and
“baked in” using a 5-step firing process in the kilns in the high school art
department. Images are permanently embedded into a glazed finish
on the tiles. When totally completed, the surface of the tiles is scratch
resistant and UV protected. The district purchased the decal printing
technology needed to create the decals last year, and Mr. Newsom
received full training on its use.

Teacher Jeff Newsom displays a commemorative wall tile
sample with art generated from the district’s new digital ceramic
printing system.
The district is are now accepting orders for wall tiles. The program is open
to all, and the donation per 6x6’’ tile is just $100. Please see the following
pages for complete product and ordering information. “We have been
waiting on the construction, because we really couldn’t do anything until
those areas were completed,” says Mr. Newsom.
Penn-Trafford has also launched a new High School Naming Rights
Program in which individuals, families, and organizations have the
opportunity permanently lend their good name to any room or facility in the
school. The obligations for receiving naming rights recognition is based on
25 percent of the building cost of the chosen room or area. The donations
can be paid in monthly installments over a ten-year period and are taxdeductible. Payments start as low as just $100 a month for standard
classrooms!

Naming Rights Program Opportunities

The Ginsburg, Harris and Coy families recently
secured naming rights for Penn-Trafford High
School classrooms.
Penn-Trafford — March 2016

For more information on either of the new commemorative programs at
Penn-Trafford High School, please contact Dr. Matthew Harris,
Superintendent of Schools, at mharris@penntrafford.org. Thank you!
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HIGH SCHOOL
Commemorative Tile Order Form
The Penn-Trafford School District is offering a very unique opportunity for families, students, clubs,
teams, organizations, and community groups! We are offering personalized commemorative tiles
for purchase that will be permantently displayed in two of the renovation phases at the high school;
the athletic annex and the auditorium entrance.
Each tile will be 6 x 6 inch squares with full color designs and personalization. Each tile will be $100.
Logos are available for sports, music related items, special interests, as well as the Warrior Head,
the warrior shield, and arrow. If you have a specific company logo that you’d like to use, please
provide a vector image of the logo (.eps, .pdf, .ai).
NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
EMAIL
I would like to order a commemorative tile to be placed at the
Penn-Trafford High School Commemorative Tile Wall in the
Athletic Wing.
I would like to order a commemorative tile to be placed at the
Penn-Trafford High School Commemorative Tile Wall in the
Music Department Wing.

PROUD TO BE A

WARRIOR

P
T
The Hetrick Family

WA
Keith & Bev Rubright
and Family

OR SOC

In Memory
R

Section Champions
2014

RI

CE

PT
HS
Class
of
2015

R

examples of how tiles will appear on the wall

Caruso Family

MARLENE CASINO

CLASS OF
1974

PT

PTO

FONT SELECTION
C. Script
A. Sans Serif
B. Serif
(please put text in below as you’d like it to read on the tile) No more than 40 characters of text please.

LOGO (on back)
Penn-Trafford — March 2016
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PT

P
T

PT

Arrow

Warrior

Shield

Band

Baseball/Softball

Basketball

Choral

Drama

FIeld Hockey

Football

Golf

W A RR IO R S !

Cheer

Bowling

Lacrosse

PROUD

Soccer

Swimming/Diving

Tennis

Track and Field

PT
V

Video

TO BE A

WARRIOR

P
T

Volleyball

Wrestling

*Tiles may be purchased
in increments of 1, 2, 4,
and 9 tiles to give a
larger representation of
your organization.

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Check Enclosed (must be mailed with completed form)
1. Please make check payable to: Penn-Trafford School District
Mail check and completed form to:
Penn-Trafford School District, 1006 Harrison City/Export Road, P.O. Box 530, Harrison City, PA 15636
Credit Card* (may be mailed to address above or faxed to 724-744-4016)
 Discover
Select type of credit card  Visa  Mastercard
Provide cardholder information:

 American Express

Name
Card #
CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Address
exp date
Cardholder Signature
Penn-Trafford — March 2016

security code

amount

Questions to Dr. Harris: harrism@penntrafford.org
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Penn-Trafford Welcomes Jim Matarazzo to Board
Penn-Trafford School District is pleased to welcome Jim Matarazzo to
the Board of School Directors.
Mr. Matarazzo, a lifelong resident of the district and 1968 graduate of
Trafford High School, brings a wealth of experience and expertise to
the Board from both the business and academic arenas. He holds a
Master’s Degree in Education/Counseling from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania and worked in education for more than a decade before
entering the medical field as a sales professional.
“This is a good district with supportive parents, an engaged
community, and a quality staff that cares about students,” says Mr.
Matarazzo. “When I was approached about running for School Board,
I figured how can I walk away when there is a need?”
Mr. Matarazzo sees declining enrollment and building restructuring as
the main challenges facing Penn-Trafford in the years to come. He
lists the district’s unwavering commitment to the individual learning
needs of each student as one of Penn-Trafford’s greatest strengths.

The Manor Borough resident looks
forward to working with what he
calls a “great leadership team” to
serve as a watchdog for taxpayers,
a liaison to the community, and an
advocate for students. “The level of
professionalism and mutual respect
among the Board is outstanding, and
I see my role, initially, to just listen
and learn,” he says.
Mr. Matarazzo was elected to a
Jim Matarazzo
four-year term replacing Bruce Newell
on the Penn-Trafford School District
Board of School Directors. He was sworn in during the December
2015 school board meeting. Jim and his wife, Claudia, have three
children, all of whom have graduated from Penn-Trafford High
School. The couple also has four grandchildren, two of whom are
currently enrolled in the district.

PENN-TRAFFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT
2016 School Calendar
March 2					
March 24-29				
April 6						
May 4						
May 6						
May 26					
May 27					
May 30					
May 31					
June 3						

Parent Advisory Council Meet (9:30am)		
Spring Recess – No School					
Elem. President’s Council Meet (9:30am)
Parent Advisory Council Meet (9:30am)		
Act 80 – No School							
Commencement								
Last Day of Instruction						
Memorial Day – No School					
In-Service – No School 6th Make-Up Day
School Picnic – Official District Holiday		

Penn-Trafford School District Board of School Directors

Mr. Nick Petrucci – President
Mr. Martin Stovar – Vice President
Mrs. Toni Ising
Mr. Philip Kochasic
Dr. Scott Koscho

Mr. Dallas Leonard
Mr. Jim Matarazzo
Mr. Richard Niemiec
Dr. P. Jay Tray

Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Penn-Trafford School District is an equal opportunity employer and will not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, program or
employment practices as required by Title VI, Title VII, Tile IX, and Section 504. Inquiries
should be directed to Mrs. Danielle Smith, Human Resources, (724) 744-4496.

Administration Building
Districtwide
Administration Building
Administration Building
Districtwide
Penn-Trafford High School
Grades K-11
Districtwide
Districtwide
Districtwide

Administration
Dr. Matthew Harris - Superintendent
Mr. Scott Inglese - Assistant Superintendent
Mr. Brett Lago, Business Manager
Mr. Gregory Karazsia, Director of Student Learning Supports
Beverly Formato - Administrative Specialist
Janice Oliver - Administrative Specialist
Danielle Smith - Human Resource Specialist
The Prospectus
Dr. Matthew Harris, Editor
CBT Creative Consultants, Production
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Penn-Trafford Sc hool Distr ict
HIGH SCHOOL
NAMING RIGHTS
Naming Rights Basic Information to Highlight
Penn-Trafford School District is selling the naming rights to every new room in
the high school. We are giving people the opportunity to name the room after
themselves, a family member, etc. and a plaque will be hung at the entrance to
each room with the chosen name.
We figured out the cost for 25% of the room and gave them the option of paying monthly installments over
a ten year period.
701.1 Naming Rights Policy
Room

Building Cost

25% Naming Right Cost

$48,000.00

$12,000.00

Monthly Payment
Cost for ten year
period
$100.00

$155, 000.00
$140,000.00

$38,625.00
$37,500.00

$321.88
$312.50

$130,000.00
$115,000.00

$32,500.00
$28,750.00

$270.83
$239.58

$1,500,000.00
$475,000.00
$175,000.00
$125,000.00
$950,000.00
$135,000.00
$550,000.00
$750,000.00
$125,000.00

$375,000.00
$118,750.00
$43,750.00
$31,250.00
$237,500.00
$43,750.00
$162,250.00
$187,500.00
$31,250.00

$3,125.00
$989.58
$364.58
$260.41
$1979.16
$364.58
$1,352.08
$1,562.50
$260.41

Standard Classroom
Science Classroom
Art/Ceramic
Classroom
CADD Classroom
Computer Lab
Auditorium
Library
LGI
Planetarium
Cafeteria
Pre-School
Gym
Pool
Lockers Rooms

2 Year Non-Negotiable
Achievement Goals:
v Penn-Trafford will achieve a 100% graduation rate.
v Every student at Penn-Trafford will show yearly growth as evidence
through PVAAS data.
v Classroom instruction will incorporate appropriate technology and
web 2.0 tools to enhance student learning and experience.
v School will be a safe environment for all students and staff.
Administration will meet twice a year in order to evaluate, reflect,
and update out current safety plan.
v Administration will work with staff to design a meaningful SLO in
their area of concentration. The design process will take place
during the 1st semester and the implementation process will take
place 2nd semester.

2 Year Non-Negotiable
Instructional Goals:
v Instructional strategies and questioning techniques will
involve a greater depth of knowledge (DOK) in order to
challenge and deepen learning for all students.
v STEAM will be a focus of our school’s best practices.
STEAM will be incorporated into our school’s curriculum.
Professional development will be provided for all staff
members.
v Instructional strategies and techniques will be customized to
the student’s learning style, interest and current
competencies.
v PLN strategies will be embedded into all curricular areas to
increase the frequency of and enhance student writing,
communication, and student learning opportunities.
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