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Today’s Coronavirus (also known as COVID 19) updates issued by the Governor, the CT Dept. of Public
Health, CT Dept. of Education and the CT Dept. of Public Safety and Homeland Security have prompted
this informational memo. The purpose of this message is to share current advisement for schools and
our Westbrook compliance including our preventive measures and future planning.
At our COVID 19 planning meeting today, we cleared all of our cleaning products, which include
sanitizers and disinfectants, with the Director of Public Health. In addition, we discussed our daily and
nightly cleaning protocols. Both our practices and our products were approved as effective against this
virus. Further, we have placed significant product replacement orders with our vendors in order to keep
our school supplies available for daily and nightly use and to replenish more frequently as we have
stepped up our cleaning frequency. Cleanings since the start of the flu season in January include wiping
doorknobs/handles, desks, chairs, handrails, computers, keyboards, telephones and other common
items. Bathroom fixtures, doors, floors, etc., switch plates and other frequently touched items and
equipment are washed, disinfected and sanitized nightly (additional wipe downs daily as needed).
The above state agencies are in agreement with the Governor that all events such as athletic
competitions, plays, concerts, etc. that may generate large audiences or participation rates of 100+
attendees should be cancelled going forward. Events that do occur should be reduced by live streaming
and multiple locations to ensure crowds do not form and that participants are not in close proximity to
one another. We will be reviewing all previously approved events that might expose our students, staff
and the public to large gatherings. Further, field trip requests, that might also expose students and staff
to crowds will be reviewed for the threat level that exists at the destination (e.g. numbers of
presumptive or confirmed cases of the virus).
In the event the COVID 19 virus is identified within our schools or community, we will follow the
recommendations of our local Dept. of Public Health, with whom we are conferring regularly. If school
closure is recommended, it will come from the Dept. of Public Health and will include a time limitation
(likely to begin with 2 weeks). Let me be clear, we have no school closure recommendations at this
time. In all of the above information, an important reminder from our Director of Public Health is to
remain calm. Stay connected to our school district website for updated information on our routine
school processes. Should you wish to contact the Westbrook Health Dept. for more information, you
may reach our Westbrook Public Health Director, Zachary Faiella at zfaiella@westbrookct.us He may
also be reached at 860-399-9869.

