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First Lady of Virginia, Pamela Northam, visited Walton Elementary at the start of
school to promote kindergarten readiness. She toured the school and visited Mrs.
Nase’s class where she read to the students.

First Lady of Virginia visits Walton Elementary
in effort to promote kindergarten readiness

I

n September, the First Lady
of Virginia, Pamela Northam,
visited Walton Elementary
School. Mrs. Northam, as
chairwoman of the Children’s
Cabinet of Virginia, visited prekindergarten classrooms across
the state this fall, in an effort to
promote kindergarten readiness
and investment in early childhood
education.
She could be seen around
campus that day, touring different
classrooms and talking with
students about the importance
of education. She spent most
of her time in Mrs. Nase’s PreKindergarten classroom.
Here, she talked with students
while they rotated through their

station activities and read a book
aloud to students. As she read
aloud from “Baby Bear, Baby Bear,
What Do You See?” Mrs. Northam
could be heard asking students to
make predictions about each of
the animals featured in the picture
book.
Before leaving, Mrs. Northam
left all Pre-Kindergarten students
books to take home with
them. Mrs. Northam could be
heard around campus that day
encouraging and praising both
teachers and students for all of
their hard work. Her visit was
inspiring and a phenomenal way to
kick off the school year at Walton
Elementary.
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FOCUS ON THE COUNTY

P

The Prince George
County School Board,
administrators, and
staff have worked
to reduce the
achievement gap in
reading and math.

rince George County Public
Schools opened the 2018-19
school year with all schools
ACCREDITED as a result of exceeding
the benchmarks established by the
Virginia Department of Education for
school accreditation. William A. Walton
and South Elementary Schools were
recognized for their continued increase
in student achievement as recipients
of the Virginia Board of Education’s
Distinguished Achievement Award.
These achievements are the results
of the commitment of our teachers,
administrators, parents and students to
increasing student achievement.
Not only did we enter this
school year celebrating our

academic achievement, but also the
accomplishments of our 2018 athletic
programs which produced state
championships in softball and baseball
and individual track and wrestling state
champions.
The school year also opened with
new faces and familiar faces in new
places: (1) Jason Chandler was appointed
principal and Melanie Barron-Ficke,
assistant principal at L.L. Beazley
Elementary School; (2) Dr. Theresa
Marshall was appointed principal at
North Elementary School; (3) Crystal
Barnwell was appointed principal at
William A. Walton Elementary School;
(4) Marlena Smith was selected for the
position of assistant principal at South
Elementary; (5) Danica ColemanMillner accepted the assistant principal
position at N.B. Clements Junior High
School; (6) Jennifer Rollings became the
assistant principal at David A. Harrison
Elementary School; (7) Priscilla Hicks,

Accreditation for 2018-2019
Subject		

		

PGHS		

Clements JH

former assistant principal at L.L. Beazley,
was transferred to J.E.J. Moore Middle
School; and (8) Robin Germanos, former
principal at L.L. Beazley, was appointed
Director of Elementary Education. In
addition, our technology department
welcomed two network and computer
technicians, Carter Jackson and James
Lipford. In addition, 50 new teachers
joined the Prince George school family.
On Sept. 4, 2018, 6,366 students
entered the halls of our schools. This
diverse student population consists
of 27% military connected students,
13% students with disabilities, 43%
economically disadvantaged students,
47% white, 30% black, 13% Hispanic.
We have 133 English Language Learners
speaking 17 different languages. Each
student entered with his/her unique
abilities, learning styles, and challenges.
With our outstanding faculty and
staff, supportive parents/guardians,
high expectations for students and
our community partnerships, we look
forward to continued success in the 201819 school year.
For Review
The following documents are
available for review by parents
and members of the community
by contacting any school or the
school board office. They may also
be viewed on the Prince George
County Schools website at http://
pgs.k12.va.us:

Moore Middle

English		
		
87		
78		
87		
Math		
		
79		
78		
84
History		
		
86		
88		
N/A
Science		
		
85		
86		
N/A
Chronic Absenteeism 		
15		
13		
11
Graduate Completion Index
93		
N/A		
N/A
Dropout Rate			4		N/A		N/A
College, Career, & Civic Readiness Index 85		 N/A		
N/A

(for informational purposes only,
active for 2021-2022)
Accreditation Status

		

Accredited		

Accredited		

Accredited

Subject		Harrison		Beazley		North		South		Walton
English		85		93		80		95		94
Math		90		93		81		88		90
History		89		95		84		90		95
Science		83		95		80		85		87
Chronic
11		7		12		8		8
Absenteeism Rate
Accreditation Status

Accredited		

Accredited 		

Accredited		

Accredited

Accredited

* Prince George County School
Board Policy Manual
* 2016-2021 Prince George County
Schools’ Comprehensive Plan
* The Prince George Plan for the
Gifted
* The Prince George Special
Education Plan
* Prince George County Schools
Family Life Curriculum
* Consolidated Grant Application

Under the new system, schools earn one of the following accreditation ratings:
• Accredited: Schools with all school-quality indicators at either Level One or Level Two.
• Accredited with Conditions: Schools with one or more school-quality indicators at Level Three.
• Accreditation Denied: Schools that fail to adopt or fully implement required corrective actions to address
Level Three school-quality indicators. A school rated as Accreditation Denied may regain state accreditation by
demonstrating to the Board of Education that it is fully implementing all required corrective action plans.
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FOCUS ON THE COUNTY

EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA)

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) which was known as the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act from 2001 through 2015 was
replaced with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in December of 2015. ESSA designated 2016-2017 as the transition year during which the
U.S. Department of Education issued the final regulations and gave states time to develop implementation plans. The new law and the provisions
of Virginia’s plan to implement ESSA were approved in December 2017 and went into effect in January 2018.
The Virginia Board of Education revised the standards for state accreditation to provide a more comprehensive view of school quality with
increased emphasis placed on continuous improvement and on closing achievement gaps. School Quality Indicators that impact accreditation
now include: overall proficiency and growth in English Reading and Writing, Math, and Science; achievement gaps for student groups in English
and Math; absenteeism; and, for high schools, graduation and completion; dropout rate; and College, Career, and Civic Readiness (CCCR)
(effective 2021-2022). Each of these indicators is assigned a Performance Level of Level One: At or Above Standard, Level Two: Near Standard
or Improving, or Level Three: Below Standard. School accreditation ratings for the 2018-2019 school year are the first to reflect the revised
accreditation standards.
Based on the most recent SOL assessments, all
eight Prince George County Public Schools met
the rating of Accredited for 2018-2019. Prince
George’s highlights of the performance of the All
Students subgroup in English, Math, History, and
Science follow:
• Reading pass rates for PGCPS’ elementary
schools indicate that all five schools met or
exceeded the state pass rates with achievement
that ranged from 80 to 95 percent.
• J.E.J. Moore Middle School and Prince
George High School exceeded the state pass
rates in Reading Performance with Moore
performance at 87% and PGHS at 87%.
N.B. Clements Junior High demonstrated
achievement at 78% for Reading Performance.
• PGCPS’ elementary schools also met or
exceeded the state pass rates for Math with
scores that ranged from 81 to 93 percent.
• J.E.J. Moore Middle School, N.B. Clements
Junior High School, and Prince George High
School exceeded the state average for Math
performance with achievement of 84, 78, and
79 percent, respectively.
• Four elementary schools met or exceeded the
state pass rates for Science with performance
ranging from 83 to 95. Prince George High
School (85%) and Clements Junior High
School (86%) also exceeded the state pass
rates for Science.
• History/Social Science pass rates for
elementary ranged from 84 to 95 percent with
all elementary schools meeting or exceeding
the state pass rates. Clements (88%) and
PGHS (86%) also exceeded the state pass
rates.
School Quality Profiles published by the VA
Department of Education can be found at the
following website at: http://schoolquality.
virginia.gov/

2017-2018 STUDENT ENROLLMENT
TOTAL ENROLLMENT PK-12

6,328

Prince George High School
N.B. Clements Jr. High School
J.E.J. Moore Middle School
David A. Harrison Elementary
L.L. Beazley Elementary		
North Elementary		
South Elementary		
William A. Walton Elementary

1,376
971
979
552
606
753
455
636

2017-2018 Pupil Teacher Ratios

Prince George High School
23.02:1
Math 23.46:1 English 22.83:1
N.B. Clements Jr. High School 21.52:1
Math 21.20:1 English 21.90:1
J.E.J. Moore Middle School
21.71:1
Math 21.50:1 English 21.50:1
David A. Harrison Elementary
20.15:1
L.L. Beazley Elementary
20.70:1
North Elementary
22.19:1
South Elementary
19.00:1
William A. Walton Elementary
23.65:1

School Report Cards published by
the VA Department of Education can
be found on Prince George County
Schools website at: pgs.k12.va.us
More information on ESSA can be
found at: http://www.doe.virginia.
gov/federal_programs/esea/essa/index.
shtml and the U.S. Department of
Education site at: https://www.ed.gov/
essa?src=ed-search

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Budgeted Revenues for 2018-2019

Total of All Funds
$67,575,689.00
Federal			
$5,789,968.00
State		
$41,728,552.00
Local			 $16,800,295.00
Other			 $297,000.00
Cafeteria Sales
$2,959,874.00
Local Composite Index
0.2391

Projected Expenditures for 2018-2019

Percent of Operating Fund
Instructional			69.76%
Administration & Health		
4.72%
Transportation			 5.85%
Operation & Maintenance		
8.40%
Facility / Capital Outlay		
0.90%
Technology			 3.98%
Contingency
.			2.01%
Food Service			 4.48%
Actual Cost Per Pupil
$10,987.92

Budgeted Revenues for 2017-2018
Total of All Funds
Federal
State
Local
Other
Cafeteria Sales
Local Composite Index

$67,375,679.00
$6,000,804.00
$41,119,425.00
$16,250,249.00
$234,900.00
$2,817,669.00
0.2454

Actual Expenditures for 2017-2018
Percent of Operating Fund
Instructional
Administration & Health
Transportation
Operation & Maintenance
Facility / Capital Outlay
Contingency
Technology
Food Service
Cost Per Pupil 15-16

70.56%
4.90%
5.23%
9.11%
0.87%
0.00%
4.86%
4.48%
$10,755.35
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J.E.J. Moore Middle School students
find reading success with LightSail

S

N.B. Clements
Junior High School
students help
homeless

A

fter reading Langston
Hughes’ story “Thank
you, M’am” about a
neglected boy named Roger, the
students in Mrs. O’Hare’s eighth
grade English classes wanted to
help others.
The students held a schoolwide “Help the Homeless”
campaign to collect gently used
coats and warm clothing as
well as canned goods and other
non-perishable food items. This
wonderful event was a way for
the students to move beyond
the literature and connect with
the community in a positive
way. The students made posters
to advertise the campaign
and donations were collected
from November 12th through
November 30th.
In the end, more than a
truckload of food items and
warm clothing was delivered
to the Beacon Theatre and
Pastor Michael Moore. These
items were then distributed to
the homeless population in the
greater Hopewell community.
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tudents at J.E.J.
Moore Middle School
are buzzing with
excitement over their new
reading program, LightSail.
At the beginning of the
2017-2018 school year,
students were chosen, at
random, to pilot the program.
With much success, more
licenses were purchased and
distributed for the 2018-2019
school year.
LightSail is a digital
reading program that
supports literacy skills by
giving the reader tools to
J.E.J. Moore Middle School students use LightSail to
interact with teachers, look up improve reading comprehension.
unfamiliar words in an online
at Moore, shares that the badges
dictionary, engage in book
motivate her to continue reading. She
talks with classmates, and answer
wants to continue earning badges,
embedded assessments throughout
so that she can climb to the top of
each passage.
her class incentive chart. These
Students love using their digital
badges represent different literacy
device to read engaging books that
accomplishments, which in turn
are customized to his or her reading
increases reading stamina and fosters
level. “There’s more books to read
student ownership.
that I’m actually interested in!” said
Students aren’t the only ones
Hayley Naylor, a 7th grade student
raving
about the program. Teachers
at Moore. Once the students take
love it too. Teachers have their
their “Power Challenge” diagnostic
own dashboard to easily access
at the beginning of the school year,
data to track and run reports. The
LightSail designs a personalized,
dashboard updates monthly to show
leveled book shelf that students can
student Lexile growth reflected
choose from.
through reading comprehension
As the students grow, the
and vocabulary. Students, parents,
variety of books change. Along with
and teachers at J.E.J. Moore Middle
embedded tools and assessments,
School look forward to the possibility
each student has the opportunity
of increasing LightSail licenses in the
to earn badges to add to their
future, offering it as a school-wide
personalized dashboard. Riley
reading program.
Culler, also a 7th grade student

FOCUS ON SECONDARY
Prince George
Education Center
helps students design
and build instruments

M

Teachers for Tomorrow classroom teacher Storm Burks lectures on the skills required to
become a teacher as senior Abby Jones takes notes.

Prince George High School prepares
students to become teachers

S

enior Abby Jones stands in
front of the class prepared
to deliver information to the
students, but this is not for a project...
she is the teacher of this class. In
the course, Teachers For Tomorrow,
seniors step out of the role of student
to experience something much more.
“The purpose of the class is for
students to get to see what it’s like to
be a teacher before having to make a
big decision at the next level,” course
instructor Storm Burks said.
Teachers for Tomorrow makes
its students ready for the teaching
profession and the level of rigor that
comes with the job.
“It really prepares you for real
world stuff like down to deadlines,
down to just doing work... I have
learned a lot things I never thought
about,” senior Elizabeth Lee said.

Burks shared that he hopes the
students understand the amount of
hard work and dedication teachers
put into their jobs, and that by the end
of the year they are able to make an
informed decision about their future.
“[I would like for students] to
know what it’s like to be a teacher and
know the efforts and energy it truly
takes. There is a lot of work that goes
into it, into being a teacher...it’s really
preparing kids for the next level in the
teaching profession,” Burks said.
The focus of the second semester
is directed towards the students’
ability to stand in front of a classroom
and teach younger students. Student
teaching is a general requirement for
university students during their second
semester of their senior year or during
their graduate years in college.

r. Woodby, science
teacher, at Prince
George Education
Center helped the students design
and build
instruments
in his music
appreciation
class. He
gave the
students the
option to
pick what
instruments
they would
like to build but offered several
suggestions: a cigar box guitar,
kalimba, or bass guitar built with a
plastic water cooler bottle.
Two thirds of the class
chose to make cigar box guitars.
One student decided to build a
water bottle bass. This project
was developed to make music
more tangible and to cater to
tactile learners. By building the
instruments, students gained an
understanding of the physics
of sound. Specifically, they
learned how sound is produced,
what determines pitch, how
amplification works, and a basic
understanding of sound waves.
In total both cigar box guitars
cost about $13 each including
strings and hardware. Each
student was allowed to take
home their projects and all the
instruments made were playable.
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Walton Elementary uses Class 2.0
grant to upgrade classrooms

W

ith the addition of the
S-Class 2.0 grant, all
teachers in grades 3-5
were provided with five laptops
to keep in their classroom this
school year. These laptops have
enabled teachers to move towards
a more 21st Century learning
environment that promotes
differentiated instruction and
station rotation.
Having these additional
devices in each classroom has
transformed the way that teachers
are able to teach. Students this
year are being encouraged to
move through differentiated
activities that meet their specific
learning needs.
During a teacher’s reading
block, students can be found in
small groups all throughout the
room. One group is positioned

at a kidney-shaped table with
the reading interventionist,
completing a hands on sort,
reviewing cause and effect.
Another group can be found at the
back computer station, using the
laptops to work through a reading
passage, with a partner, reviewing
cause and effect. An additional
group can be found with the
classroom teacher, each with a
passage on paper, working to
highlight important clues that tell
what caused an event to happen.
A final group can be found with
the learning specialist, each on
an iPad, working through IXL
reviewing cause and effect. As the
lights are dimmed, students rotate
to their next station, and begin
working on their next activity.

Walton
Elementary
students use
laptops and a
variety of stations
to work through a
reading passage.

South Elementary celebrates
‘Going to College’ as part of American
Education Week

I

n honor of American
Education Week, South
Elementary celebrated “South
Goes to College Week!”
The week was filled with
various fun activities designed
to increase college and career
awareness for all students. Staff
and students were encouraged to
wear their favorite college gear to
school. Students also had a “dress
for success” day where they could
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dress up as their future career.
South Elementary saw future
doctors, ball players, executives,
singers and many other career
paths displayed.
There was a writing contest
for students to write about what
they would like to be when they
grow up and what steps it will
take to achieve their goal. It was
a great week filled with lots of
inspiration for the future.

South Elementary students celebrate
“South Goes To College Week” by
dressing up as doctors and nurses.

FOCUS ON ELEMENTARY

Harrison Elementary’s Harvest
Festival Explores Enchanted Forest

D

avid A. Harrison Elementary School held their
annual Harvest Festival at the start of the fall.
Students and their families were invited to
journey into the Spooky Enchanted Forest to enjoy
games and activities.
Fifth grade PAAS students and kindergarten classes
kicked off the event with festive songs prepared for the
occasion. Students then participated in games of skill
and chance, had their faces painted, visited the book
fair, and even wound their way through a spook-tacular
maze.
Fifth grade students worked hard to create clay
enchanted fairy houses that were auctioned off to
benefit the art department. Students were invited to the
gym to dance with a volunteer from Jump Rope for
Heart and learn about heart-healthy activities.
Volunteers from the Appomattox Regional Library
System were on hand as well to lead students through a
game. Texas Roadhouse also partnered with the event,
awarding students with coupons for free kid’s meals. A
spooky time was had by all.

Teachers did face painting and other fun activities as part of
the Harrison Elementary’s Harvest Festival. Students even
journeyed through a maze as part of the Spooky Enchanted
Forest theme.

North Elementary celebrates math and reading night

M

ath and reading night
was held in October
at North Elementary
and was a huge success with 817
people coming through the doors.
Students were able to walk around
the school and complete math or
reading activities to earn punches
towards a free homework pass.
Activities included read aloud,
boggle, sight word bingo, money
counting, time match, ABC bingo,
skip count jump rope, addition
bean bag toss and fraction obstacle course, make ten ducks and
addition cupcake walk. In one of
the read aloud rooms Ms. Harris

and one of the volunteers read the
books “Wonky Donkey,” “I Am
Not A Chair,” and “Legend Of
Rock, Paper and Scissors” to the
students.
The book fair was open for
business and there was a fire truck
and police car for students to
learn about. In addition, families
North Elementary teachers participate in
were able to enjoy Chick-fil-a in
the cafeteria, along with a Sweet the fall math and reading night.
Frog truck to have some delicious
lies were able to take a family
treats.
photo, learn about the child ID
Volunteers from Fort Lee and
program or about the PTAC (Parthe Prince George High School
ent Teacher Advisory Committee).
Honor Society were on hand to
assist throughout the night. FamiRoyal Scope 7

FOCUS ON FINE ARTS
Prince George High School art students honor veterans

V

eterans Day is a holiday not only to honor veterans
but also to celebrate them and their service. One
way the school has chosen to honor them is by
displaying their Veterans Day related artwork on Fort Lee.
“Mrs. Bell was looking for places where we could
display our artwork, and Fort Lee reached out to us,” art
student Alexandra Brewton said.
About 50 Art 3 and 4 students participated in this project
and were excited to be a part of it. There was even an
incentive for the students.
“Each student worked on their project with the
knowledge that their artwork may be picked to be donated
to Fort Lee,” Cindy Bell, the art teacher at PGHS said.
“Each student was introduced to the theme, completed
research about Veterans Day and developed a concept in
response to it,” Bell said.
Because of this, every single project is unique, making
the process of selecting one difficult. The students’ artwork
makes a connection between Prince George schools and the
military base to honor the military and veterans.
This project opened many new opportunities for the
school because of this unique connection to Fort Lee such
as field trips, sponsors, and other class projects in the
future.
“No one really responded when we tried to display our
artwork, so it was a pretty big deal when the school liaison

Junior Alexandra Brewton shows her artwork which was created in
order to honor veterans and was one of many pieces eligible to be
displayed on Fort Lee.
for Fort Lee responded, and doing a project on Veterans
Day seemed like a great idea, so it all worked out in the
end,” Brewton said.
For students in the high school who have a passion
for art and may have thoughts of using it in their future
profession, this project presented a great opportunity to
help pay tribute to a deserving group of individuals.

PAAS Vocal Music Festival performs second annual concert

I

n October, students from 8 schools in the county joined
together for the Program for Artistically Advanced
Students (PAAS) Vocal Music Festival. To participate in
the concert, students had to be in any grade 5-12 and had to
be identified in the PAAS program as vocally gifted.
The students sung six songs, ranging from “Can You
Hear Me,” in which the students signed using a combination
of American and British sign language while singing, to
“One Voice,” in which senior Julia Dickey played guitar.
For 8th grader Kevin Meza, the best part was the
experience of being able to work with his classmates.
“I learned that singing is important, and so are your
friends,” Meza said. “[I really liked] singing and spending
time with everyone else.”
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PAAS Vocal members sing the opening song of the show.
Members for the group consisted of singers from grades
5-12.

FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY

Harrison Elementary invaded by Cubelet,
Ozobot and Spheros robots

H

arrison Elementary
teachers and students
are busy learning how
to use robots. This year, the
school has been invaded by
Cubelets, Ozobots and Spheros.
All robots that can sense,
think, and act. Each robot
has different capabilities and
characteristics. For each type
of robot, the teacher attends
training sessions and then
completes the lessons with the
students. Cubelets can be found
in kindergarten and first grade
classrooms. Different cubes
make up a robot. The abilities
of the robot is determined by
the cubes used in construction.
Teachers and students
investigate, build, and act out
possibilities throughout the
lessons. Ozobots and Spheros
can be found in grades two
through five. Ozobots are tiny

robots about the size of a ping
pong ball. The robot follows a
coded line drawn by the student
or teacher. Embedded in the
line are codes that give the robot
specific directions to travel or
“cool” moves to perform. The
Ozobot can be used across the
curriculum with a wide variety
of possibilities. Spheros are
sphere-shaped robots, about
the size of a tennis ball, that are
controlled by a secondary device
(iPad or tablet). Spheros can
travel through student-created
mazes or race across the room
to specific locations. Be on the
lookout for runaway robots when
visiting Harrison!
Students watch their Ozobots
follow a curved line of coding. The
coding embeded in the line gives
the robot information on which
direction to travel.

J.E.J. Moore Middle students capture footage with drone technology

I

t’s a bird, it’s a plane…. No! It’s just Mr. Coleman’s technology
students using a drone to capture exterior footage of the school
as they begin a scale model project. With the help of the
Virginia Department of Aviation, J.E.J. Moore Middle School was
able to obtain a drone for use in STEM lessons.
A grant written by Tonya Humphrey and Dustin Coleman
secured the $500 needed to purchase a small drone and extra
batteries. The drone has a flight time of fifteen minutes and has
the ability to snap pictures as well as record video in full HD. It
will be utilized in class as Mr. Coleman has his students complete
scale models of J.E.J. Moore Middle School. They will then use
that knowledge to design and create a scale model of a new school.
The winning school model will be “built” using the 3D printer. Teacher Dustin Coleman shows students how to use the
The drone will be utilized for a variety of other purposes as well drone to capture exterior footage. The footage will be
– student created videos, a flight over the nature trail, and other used to complete a 3D model of the school.
STEM education activities.
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FOCUS ON PERSONNEL

Prince George Ed Center
welcomes new teachers

P

rince George Education Center welcomed three new
teachers this year.
Ms. Vedomske is teaching history to Project Choice
Students. Ms. Vedomske was born and raised outside of San
Francisco, California. She also lived in Utah for twelve years,
during which she earned a BA in History from Weber State
University in Ogden, Utah. She previously taught history in
Vallejo, California, for six years. Ms. Vedomske likes to read,
craft, and bake in her spare time.
Mr. Michael Johnson also joins PGEC and is teaching
English to Project Choice students. This is his 13th year
teaching and 20th in education overall. Mr. Johnson was
born and raised in Richmond until his high school years,
when he then moved to Fayetteville, NC. He graduated from
E.E. Smith High School, then continued his education at
Fayetteville State University and graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in English literature.
Ms. Christine Poteet also joins PGEC. She is teaching
history to PG Pals students. Ms. Poteet has always had a
passion for history and civics and thus far has really enjoyed
working with and getting to know the students and staff at
PGEC. In addition to teaching, Ms. Poteet also enjoys playing
golf, camping, going to the beach, reading, and spending time
with family and friends.

Ms. Vedomske

Mr. Johnson

Ms. Poteet

Mr. Darby transitions to new position as Director of Transportation

F

or the past several years
students at the high school
had the pleasure of seeing
Mr. Jeff Darby walking the
halls of the high school making
sure everything was running
smoothly. But beginning at the
end of January, Mr. Darby will be
making sure all of the buses and
cars for the school division will be
running smoothly.
As the new director of
transportation, Darby will oversee
61 secondary bus routes and 58
elementary bus routes which
Royal Scope 10

transport regular education
students.
In addition, there are 7 buses
and 4 cars transporting secondary
special needs youth and 7 buses
and 4 cars transporting elementary
special education children in
the county. Students are also
transported on a daily basis to the
governor schools or specialized
day treatment facilities.
Mr. Darby has served as an
assistant principal and as a math
teacher before taking on the role
of director.

Mr. Jeff Darby begins his role as Director of Transportation at the end of January.
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The Parent Teacher Advisory Committee has helped North Elementary in a variety of
activities including the collection of Box Tops.

North Elementary PTAC enters second
year of helping out in many ways

L

ast year, North Elementary’s PTAC (Parent Teacher Advisory
Committee) began at North Elementary. The PTAC benefits the
entire school: specifically the students and staff. Since it began,
PTAC has been doing amazing things at North.
Megan Wilder who teaches 4th Grade at North, has been leading the
PTAC. She saw a need for the committee last year and requested to be
the chair of PTAC. The committee also includes principal, Dr. Theresa
Marshall, one of the Title I reading teachers, Sandi Leech, and parents.
Many parents have increased their involvement this year as more ideas
are being added to the committee. Parents Becky Felty and Kira Mauger
have helped immensely.
PTAC has already accomplished twice as much this year as they did
last year. Our Box Tops program has really taken off since PTAC took
over. Within the first month of collecting box tops, the school raised hundreds of dollars. PTAC also organized a Paint Night to raise money for
the school and had many attendants. Monthly spirit nights at Cici’s have
also been a huge hit with the school. Here is a list of the things happening through PTAC: Box Tops, Parking Spot Raffle, Paint Night at Luca,
CiCi’s Spirit Nights, Staff Christmas Breakfast, Staff Thanksgiving Treat.
Teachers have really appreciated all the support from PTAC through
the Christmas breakfast and the Thanksgiving treat. North Elementary
looks forward to more great things to happen through PTAC.
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Calendar of Events

Feel free to call for additional details
(804) 733-2700

January 21

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No School

January 22-25

Final Week of Semester

January 28

Regular School Day

February 1

Report Cards Issued

April 1-5

Spring Break

Harrison Elementary “Kind Kids Squad” members sell “Boo Buddy Grams” as one of
their first projects.

Harrison Elementary starts
‘Kind Kids Squad’ to complete service projects

H

arrison Elementary implemented
a new club for the 2018-2019
school year called “The Kind
Kids Squad.” The Kind Kids Squad is
made up of representatives from kindergarten through fifth grade.
To join the club, students completed
an application explaining what it means
to be a “kind kid,” as well as why they
wanted to join the club. Different applicants will be selected each month to
join the club.
Members will complete service projects every month to help promote kind-

ness throughout Harrison Elementary.
The club started its first of many
projects with the selling of “Boo Buddy
Grams” during lunch blocks the week
before Halloween. The Kind Kids Squad
members worked hard to create spooky
lollipop ghosts to accompany the grams.
Harrison students could purchase the
grams, which included different messages of kindness, to give to their friends.
The Kind Kids Squad is excited to
promote kindness and positivity throughout the school year.

South Elementary opens school year with Children’s Fair
supported by community groups and organizations

A

t the start of the school
year, South Elementary
and Prince George
County Public Schools partnered
with Oakland Baptist Church, the
Prince George Police Department
and Fire and EMS, Prince
George Social Services and the
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Appomattox Regional Library to
host a Children’s Fair at the Bexley
Mobile Home Park.
The fair included music, games,
screenings for children 0-5 years
old. School supplies were also
donated to students to provide
them with the tools necessary for a

successful year. Students enjoyed
spending time with their teachers
and principals in a setting other than
the classroom and school hallways.
Students and their families also
enjoyed interacting with other
important members of their
community.

