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Violinist Jacob Aviles from Strings Alive performs the theme to Batman during the final song
of their portion of the concert. The strings ensemble performed on Wednesday, January 31st.

Strings Alive performs winter concert to
showcase three groups of musicians

O

n Wednesday, January
31st, the ensemble known
as Strings Alive performed in the gymnasium at J.E.J.
Moore Middle School. Students
from elementary, middle, junior
high, and the high school played
strings instruments in front of a
large audience of friends, family,
and faculty.
The concert started with the
beginning group which consisted
mainly of fourth and fifth grade
students who were just beginning
to learn how to play the violin
this year. South Elementary choir

teacher Laura Serfass instructed
the students in all lessons after
school. Serfass plays the cello
and accompanied the students
throughout the night on piano.
In addition to the beginning group, two other ensembles
played including two soloists junior Anna Mitchell and seventh
grader Caden Hester.
At the conclusion of the
concert, Mr. Willie Elliott, former choir teacher and currently
Director of Gifted and Title I,
recognized the founder of Strings
Alive, Larry Lyles.
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FOCUS ON THE COUNTY

T

The Prince
George County
School Board,
administrators, and
staff have worked
to reduce the
achievement gap in
reading and math.

he strategic goal of Prince George County
Schools is to prepare our students to exceed
regional, state and international standards.
As a result of the dedication, and hard work of our
teachers, administrators and support staff, the 2017
results of the Virginia Standards of Learning tests,
indicate that the Prince George Division stands
out in student achievement among the 15 school
divisions in our region which includes Chesterfield,
Henrico, Hanover, and Colonial Heights. Our
students’ performance on the Standards of
Learning Assessments, when compared to the
school divisions in our region are: Tied for 2nd in
Reading; Tied for 4th in Mathematics and History;
and Tied for 3rd in Science.
When these results were released in August
2017, the Progress Index reported…. “within this
region, Chesterfield and Prince George County
Schools led the pack. Both divisions’ scores on all
four subjects of reading, math, science and history
held relatively steady in the mid-80s.”
Student academic achievement is not the only

area in which we celebrate. The 2016-17 athletic
season ended with the following Conference 12
champions. The baseball team was also 5A South
champions. Both Maggie and Mickie Roberts were
named Conference 12 Coaches of the Year in their
respective sports.
The 2017-18 school year began with some
administrative changes. We have some familiar
faces in new places and some new faces joined our
leadership team: Susan Braswell, principal (South
Elementary), Tana Jones, principal (N.B. Clements
Jr. High), Chris Romig principal (North Elementary),
Donna Branch-Harris, assistant principal (J.E.J.
Moore Middle School), Julie Connely, assistant
principal (Walton Elementary), Barbara Davenport,
assistant principal (Prince George H.S.), Amber
Thompson, assistant principal (Clements Jr. High
School), Chris Wills, assistant principal (South
Elementary)

In addition to the changes and additions to
our leadership team, we also welcomed 59 new
teachers.
William A. Walton Elementary school was
recognized by the Virginia Department of
Education with the 2017 Board of Education
Distinguished Achievement Award.
Our teachers and administrators have reached
out to the community to seek other resources
that can give our students other opportunities
for growth. Wanda Gilbert, health and physical
education educator at Prince George High School,

was awarded a Walmart grant for $1000 to begin
a Bicycle Program for special needs high school
students to improve their mobility and to teach
them to identify traffic signs.
Christy Archer, librarian at J.E.J. Moore Middle
School, was awarded a Cameron Foundation grant
that will be used to set up a Project Based Learning
technology section in the library.
Rebecca Stroop, art educator, at J.E.J. Moore
received the Drs. Singh and Bhuller Tri- Cities
Outstanding Educator of the Year award from the
John Randolph Foundation. She plans to use her
award to study pottery in New Mexico and teach
the technique to her students and other art teachers.
Dr. Lisa Pennycuff, Assistant Superintendent
for Instructional Services, the elementary and
secondary principals and directors were awarded
a Department of Defense Educational Activity
grant. The grant will be used to expand our
digital curriculum for reading and mathematics
and to increase the number of computers in our
classrooms in grades 3-7.
Robin Germanos, principal of L.L.Beazley
Elementary school, accepted a $2000.00 donation
from its new business partner, Big Lots!
The progress our students are making can be
attributed to: Teachers who make a difference
in the lives of their students every day and
embrace the challenges they sometimes present,
administrators who provide the leadership needed
to move our school division from “Good To
Great,” support staff that does whatever it takes to
get the job done, and our supportive parents and
community members.

Accreditation for 2017-2018
Subject		

PGHS		

Clements JH

For Review

Moore Middle

English		 88		 73		 84		
Math		82		75		83
History		82		83		84
Science		86		86		N/A
Graduate Completion 93		N/A		N/A
Index

Partially Accredited:

Accreditation Status					Fully
Accredited
Approaching Benchmark
Fully Accredited

Subject		Harrison		Beazley		North		South		Walton
English		87		89		83		94		90
Math		87		92		80		90		89
History		94		97		90		100		100
Science		82		84		81		93		93
Accreditation Status

Fully Accredited

Fully Accredited

Fully Accredited

Fully Accredited

Fully Accredited

The following documents are available
for review by parents and members
of the community by contacting any
school or the school board office.
They may also be viewed on the
Prince George County Schools website
at http://pgs.k12.va.us:
• Prince George County School Board
Policy Manual
• 2016-2021 Prince George County
Schools’ Comprehensive Plan
• The Prince George Plan for the
Gifted
• The Prince George Special Education
Plan
• Prince George County Schools
Family Life Curriculum
• Consolidated Grant Application

Seven of eight of Prince George County Schools are fully accredited. Elementary and middle schools are Fully Accredited if students achieve all

of the following pass rates: English – 75 percent or higher, Mathematics – 70 percent or higher, Science – 70 percent or higher, History – 70 percent or higher
- Schools with a graduating class must also attain a point value of 85 or greater based on the Graduation and Completion Index (GCI). High schools are Fully
Accredited if: Students achieve pass rates of 75 percent or higher in English and 70 percent or higher in mathematics, science and history; and attain a point
value of 85 or greater based on the Graduation and Completion Index (GCI). Schools who do not meet the benchmarks for Full Accreditation, may be identified
as Partially Accredited with a designation that identifies the area the school is working to improve performance. Schools that are within a two point narrow
margin of the adjusted SOL pass rates required for full accreditation in one or more subject areas may receive the rating of Partially Accredited: Approaching
Benchmark-Pass Rate.
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) which was known as the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act from 2001 through 2015 was
replaced with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in December of 2015. ESSA designated 2016-2017 as a transition year during which the
U.S. Department of Education issues final regulations and gives states time to develop implementation plans. The new law and the provisions of
Virginia’s plan to implement ESSA were approved in December 2017 and will go into effect in January 2018.
In 2015, the Virginia Board of Education revised its accreditation standards to share the progress of schools towards meeting Virginia’s high
expectations for student achievement through the following ratings: Fully Accredited, Partially Accredited: Approaching Benchmark-Pass Rate,
Partially Accredited: Approaching Benchmark-Graduation and Completion Index, Partially Accredited: Improving School-Pass Rate, Partially
Accredited: Improving School-GCI, Partially Accredited – Reconstituted School, Conditionally Accredited, and Accreditation Denied.

School Name		

2016-2017

Division		

Did Not meet All Federal AMOs

Prince George HS

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

N.B. Clements JH

Did Not meet All Federal AMOs

J.E.J. Moore MS

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

David A. Harrison ES

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

L.L.Beazley ES

2017-2018 STUDENT ENROLLMENT
TOTAL ENROLLMENT PK-12

6,331

Prince George High School
N.B. Clements Jr. High School
J.E.J. Moore Middle School
David A. Harrison Elementary
L.L. Beazley Elementary		
North Elementary		
South Elementary		
William A. Walton Elementary

1,346
963
986
559
617
753
465
642

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

North ES

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

South ES

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

William A. Walton ES

Met All Federal AMOs - HE

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND
All teachers must be the best teachers!
Research has shown that highly qualified
teachers do the best job of instructing students.
The No Child Left Behind law requires all
teachers and Title I paraprofessionals to be
highly qualified.
This law states that the school division
must provide parents in any Title I school
information regarding the professional
qualifications of the student’s classroom
teachers, upon request, including:
*whether the teacher has met state
qualifications and licensing criteria for the
grade levels and subject areas in which the
teacher provides instruction;
*whether the teacher is teaching under
emergency or other provisional status through
which state qualifications or licensing criteria
have been waived;
*the baccalaureate degree major of the teacher
and any other graduate certification or degree
held by the teacher, and the field of discipline
of the certification or degree; and
*whether the child is provided service
by paraprofessionals and, if so, their
qualifications. (Title I)

2017-2018 Pupil Teacher RATIOS
Prince George High School
N.B. Clements Jr. High School
J.E.J. Moore Middle School
David A. Harrison Elementary
L.L. Beazley Elementary
North Elementary
South Elementary
William A. Walton Elementary

25.40:1
23.11:1
24.95:1
20.7:1
20.56:1
23.53:1
19.38:1
22.92:1

School Report Cards published by
the VA Department of Education can
be found on Prince George County
Schools website at: http://pgs.k12.
va.us
More information on NCLB can be
found at: http://www.pen.k12.va.us/
VDOE/nclb/ and the U.S. Department
of Education site at: http://www.
ed.gov/nc.b/

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Actual Revenues for 2016-2017

Total of All Funds
$65,902,722.05
Federal			
6,997,120.05
State		
40,010,643.00
Local			 15,985,489.00
Other			
153,000.00
Cafeteria Sales
2,756,470.00
Local Composite Index
0.2454

Actual Expenditures for 2016-2017

Percent of Operating Fund
Instructional			67.99%
Administration & Health		
4.97%
Transportation			5.35%
Operation & Maintenance		
8.87%
Facility / Capital Outlay		
1.06%
Technology			4.32%
Contingency
.			0.00%
Food Service			4.55%
Actual Cost Per Pupil 16-17
$10,468.00

Budgeted Revenues for 2017-2018
Total of All Funds
$66,423,047.00
Federal
State
Local
Other
Cafeteria Sales
Local Composite Index

6,000,804.00
41,119,425.00
16,250,249.00
234,900.00
2,817,669.00
0.2454

Anticipated Expenditures for 2017-2018
Percent of Operating Fund

Instructional
70.65%
Administration & Health
4.74%
Transportation
5.98%
Operation & Maintenance
8.69%
Facility / Capital Outlay
.77%
Contingency
.73%
Technology
4.19%
Food Service
4.24%
Estimated Cost Per Pupil 17-18 $10,551.72
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Prince George Education Center students
wear hats supporting anti-bullying week
activities.

Prince George Education
Center participates in
anti-bullying training

E

arly this school year the
staff at PGEC participated
in a bully training. After this
training teacher Lucille Thompson,
came up with the idea to sponsor
a spirit week. She, along with her
colleagues, organized a week of
fun-filled activities and thoughtprovoking discussions about antibullying.
Each morning a student made
an announcement pertaining to
bullying. Some things that were
addressed included a definition of
bullying and its various types, and
statistical information about the
effects of bullying.
Students participated in a
plethora of activities: wearing
mismatched shoes to “Stomp Out”
bullying, wearing blue shirts in
honor of Bully Awareness Month,
writing “I AM…” statements
declaring their uniqueness, and
brainstorming an “Act of Kindness”
list to perform for others. The week
culminated with students allowing
themselves to be transparent as they
participated in a candid conversation
with Principal Thweatt and their
teachers about what it means to
persevere, before signing pledges
promising to stand up to bullying.
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Mr. Sebera’s 7th period class explores learning with Edmodo and other online resources.
Funding from the Student Centered Learning to Support Success grant provided students at
J.E.J. Moore Middle School access to an online learning center in each classroom with new
computers and furniture.

J.E.J. Moore Middle School
utilizes grant funding to gain
access to increased technology

T

he students at J.E.J. Moore began the 2017-2018 school year with more
technology devices in every English and math classroom. Students were
excited to see five new Dell touch screen laptops as well as the furniture
needed to create an interactive online learning center in each classroom.
The new technology is a result of funding from S-Class grant (StudentCentered Learning to Support Success) that was submitted in the Spring
of 2017 by Dr. Lisa Pennycuff and the S-Class grant committee. The grant
provided the devices, furniture, and two online learning programs, APEX and
IXL, which provide students with digital learning curriculums. The grant also
provided training for teachers in tiered instruction, blended learning, and digital
curriculum.
Seventh grade English teacher, Teri York stated, “We are so excited to have
this technology in our classrooms. Using computers in our station rotations
allow students at all levels to enrich their strengths and improve in their areas of
weakness through highly engaging activities.”
Caleb Cook, a seventh grade student at J.E.J. Moore, enjoys having them in
the class. He stated, “it is easier to take AR quizzes, do online homework, and
play review games in class.”

FOCUS ON SECONDARY

Prince George High School senior Michelle
Berry places a donated gift under the tree
in the Library Media Center that will be
given to patients at VCU.

N.B. Clements Junior High students pose in Times Square, New York during the 2017 trip. IB
and Honors students have the opportunity to explore many sites in the city as well as attend a
Broadway show and gain access to behind the scenes.

N.B. Clements Junior High
students prepare for trip to
New York City

A

t 6:00 AM on February 16, 2018, about fifty-five Honors and IB
English students, sixteen of their parents, and nine N.B. Clements staff
members will leave Clements and embark on a journey to the city that
never sleeps. Approximately six hours later, the double-decker charter bus will
arrive in NYC and many of the individuals will literally take their first bite out
of the big apple as they sit down for their first meal in New York.
Following said meal, students and chaperones will explore one of America’s
best-known flagship cities, under the guidance of Junior Tours, and will visit
some of the city’s most reputable sites, which include: Central Park, Grand
Central Station, Rockefeller Center, the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, the
Empire State Building, and the Statue of Liberty.
Group members will also get to see a Broadway show, shop for deals in
Chinatown, explore the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and visit Time Square.
Regarding this adventure, Ms. Jenks, the NBC English teacher who spearheaded
the NYC trip 12 years ago and who is directly responsible for taking more than
650 Prince Georgians to the Empire City, shared that this trip is a wonderful
experience for everyone involved, especially the students as it enriches and
solidifies many of the topics that they have learned about throughout their
school careers.

Prince George High
School students collect
toys for teens

W

hen teenagers wake up
on a bright and cold
Christmas morning they
rush downstairs to rip through their
presents under the tree. There are
other less fortunate teens however,
who lie in the hospital without any
presents to unwrap.
Toys for Teens is a toy drive
for the VCU Children’s Hospital
in Richmond. This program is
designated for teens rather than
young children.
“I wanted to do something
that the high school students could
get involved in, and maybe put
themselves in someone else’s
shoes,” sponsor Allison Heath said.
Teens seem to get forgotten in
toy drives because people mainly
focus on children and get them toys,
while the teens do not get anything.
This year is the fourth year that
the Toys For Teens drive was held at
the high school. Students went out
to buy gifts such as hats, blankets,
movies, etc, that they thought
teenagers their age would like to
receive, and they put their donations
in holiday wrapped boxes in their
classrooms or in the library.
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Harrison Elementary
honors National
School Lunch Week

N

ational School Lunch Week was
designed to increase student
participation in the school lunch
program. In addition, the week serves as
a reminder that a healthy school lunch is
essential to a child’s overall health and wellbeing. Finally, National School Lunch Week
provides opportunities for schools to connect
with local media to spread the message
that school lunch is a healthy option for all
children.
This year Harrison’s theme for National
School Lunch Week was “Come ‘Minion’ and
Have Lunch with Us!” To celebrate the event,
Harrison’s food service employees decorated
the lunch lines with Minion themed décor. In
an effort to add an additional element of fun,
food service employees, administrators, and
the school resource officer dressed as Minions
to serve lunches. Harrison’s students were
thrilled to choose their healthy lunch options
from fun-loving Minions.

Harrison Elementary administration and food service employees dressed
up as Minions to celebrate the National School Lunch Week.

South Elementary Magical Hearts means helping hands

O

ne of our very own students, Lilly Jordan, joined
a local effort to collect
school supplies for the students in
Florida who suffered loss due to
the hurricane. She wrote a letter to
her fellow classmates, teachers and
staff at South asking for their help.
Each classroom had a box in
their room designated to collect
school supplies. Her family even
promoted the school supply drive
by offering a pizza party to the
classroom who brought in the most
supplies for those in need.
Royal Scope 6

The thoughtfulness of the students’ donations overwhelmed not
only Lilly, but everyone at South.
Once students compiled all of their
supplies, they filled the gymnasium
walls.
Lilly said that she created the
supply drive, because “the students
lost all of their supplies and things
they needed for school”. When
looking at all of the supplies the
South Stars brought in, Lilly’s first
thought was......”Yea! We got everything we needed, we got plenty
of supplies!”

South Elementary student Lilly Jordan
urged other classmates to join her in
supporting an effort to donate school
supplies to students in Florida who had
suffered from Hurricane Irma.

FOCUS ON ELEMENTARY

South Elementary students celebrate International Dot Day
inspired by author Peter Reynolds

I

nspired by Peter Reynold’s book, The
Dot, South Elementary celebrated
International Dot Day this past semester.
On this day, students, teachers and staff
were encouraged to wear as many dots
on their clothing as they could.
The book tells the story of a young girl
who is afraid to take the chance on painting.
She believes that whatever she creates will not
be good enough. Through the encouragement
of her teacher, the student realizes that she can
create art if she only lets herself try.
The dots worn by the teachers were worn to
encourage students to make their creative mark
South Elementary students and teacher Ms. Bowman celebrate
on the world, and let their unique selves shine.
International Dot Day together. Bowman’s students talked about the
Students read The Dot with Ms. Bowman
growth mindset after reading Peter Reynold’s book The Dot.
and learned about growth mindset: the brain is a
muscle that can grow and be strengthened with
signed a poster to share their understanding of The Dot.
practice, hard work, and making mistakes.
One
of Mrs. Bowman’s favorite responses by Eliza and
In art class each student created a beautiful dot
masterpiece, one that showed off their very own creativity Bryan was, “The Dot is a pizza for my brain, it feeds my
imagination.”
and abilities and challenged their brains. Some students

Beazley Elementary focuses on kindness

N

ational Bully Prevention
Month supports the campaign
of raising awareness in
communities and the importance
of bully prevention. L.L. Beazley
Elementary combined the mission
of “learning in a safe and caring
environment” with an opportunity
to educate students, faculty, and
community members on the
significance of bully prevention
through project based learning.
Students in grades K-5 were asked
to identify their feelings and thoughts
of bullying as it related to the story
“Stick and Stone” by author Beth

Ferry. In this story, Stick and Stone
learn about the quality of friendship
by defending each other in a bully
situation. Through class discussion
students were able to talk about
friendships, individual emotions, selfesteem, and ultimately ways to prevent
and speak out against bullying.
Our slogan for the month was
“Kindness Rocks.” Due to the
popularity and latest craze of painting
rocks, we decided to have students
paint their own rocks and write a word
of kindness to share with others as
we beautify our campus with a rock
garden.

L.L. Beazley students listened to
the reading of “Stick and Stone”
before discussing the value of
kindness.
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PAAS Vocal members begin county tradition of collaboration

P

rince George County Public Schools celebrated the
talented voices of select students at the 1st Annual
PAAS Vocal Music Festival in October. PAAS is
a Prince George County School Program for artistically
advanced students. PAAS students from every school in
the county participated in this event.
After a full day of intense rehearsals, the students
performed a concert for an audience of parents, school
officials, and the Prince George community. One of the
objectives of this event was to put students of different

PAAS Vocal members perform in the Prince George High School
auditorium after a day-long rehearsal of music with students
from elementary to high school.
age groups together to perform challenging choral music.
Jordan Patton, a fifth grader from Beazley Elementary said
after the concert, “I really liked singing in different parts
with the older kids.” The success of this year’s event could
not have been accomplished without the dedication of
Prince George music teachers and their students.

Prince George High School performs A Christmas Carol

A

s the curtains opened
and lights shined down
onto one of London’s
streets, director Daryl Phillips
watched as another one of the
PG Players’ shows came to life.
A Christmas Carol was
performed in the auditorium at
the high school on December
7th, and then due to a snow
delay, on December 15 & 16.
“Every once in a while I like
to do a period piece that helps
the students learn a little bit
Royal Scope 8

more about a different time and
a different place,” Phillips said.
“And this takes place in London
in the 1840s and it’s a classic
story that everybody loves.”
Senior Coleman Vaughn
played the main role of
Ebenezer Scrooge.
“It feels amazing that I am
the main character and I am
lucky to get this part,” Vaughn
said. ”That’s a lot on my
shoulders if I mess up.”

High school students rehearse the
scene in Scrooge’s memory of his time
working for Fezziwig for the play A
Christmas Carol.

FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY

High school tech classes participate in Day of Coding

S

tudents in several tech
classes at the high school
took part in Virginia’s
Hour of Coding on Wednesday,
December 6 and Thursday,
December 7. This initiative
motivates students and teachers
to focus their learning on the
topic of coding and to make the
element of computer science
less daunting.
Teachers Matt Weston, Donald
Newbold, and Daniel Scott,
along with other teachers,
participated in this global
initiative. Many famous
computer science celebrities
promoted this event as well,
including Microsoft’s Bill
Gates and Facebook’s Mark
Zuckerberg.
“Coding is actually needed
in this world because everything
is going automated now,” Scott
said. “I always tell my students
that instead of being an inventor,

Senior Brianna Gettier studies over her Minecraft coding project. Gettier is a student in Matt
Weston’s class.

you should be an improver.”
Scott along with the other
teachers used a variety of
approaches to introduce the
concept to their students.
“Coding is the instruction for
any computer or any automated
system to follow,” Scott said.

“Anything you use electronically
needs some sort of software or
program to work.”
With that in mind, students
wrote programs with coding to
create and play Minecraft, work
with Google, and apply it to a
variety of other software systems.

Prince George High School staff builds yearbook in the Cloud

B

usinesses and companies do much of their work through
collaboration in the Cloud. They upload and store files and
information online so that colleagues can work together when
they are miles away from one another.
The Prince George High School yearbook staff works much the
same way when they create the school annual. The pages are created
in an online program that houses not only the layouts but also photos,
notes on edits, and staff assignments to make deadlines.
Even if students are out due to snow, they can log on, upload
photos and place them on pages. In addition to the website that
builds the book, staff members upload photos to a cloud-based photo
storage site and communicate through Google docs. Having so much
experience working with cloud-based applications will prepare these
students for a future in the digital world of business.

Senior editor Christine Bartruff looks over a
yearbook spread online.
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North Elementary
Parent Teacher Advisory
Committee begins work

N

Harrison Elementary PAAS Music students perform songs to commemorate the 50th
birthday.

Harrison Elementary celebrates 50th birthday
during annual Harvest Festival

O

n October 19, families and special guests celebrated Harrison’s 50th
birthday during the annual Harvest Festival. This year’s theme was “A
Journey Through the Decades,” celebrating the decades that Harrison
has been in existence.
The night began with the PAAS Music students, who sang songs to
commemorate the special event, as well as gave the audience a brief history of
David A. Harrison Elementary. Former faculty members and members of the
Prince George community were the special guests of the night. Families and
guests time travelled through the hallways, each decked out in ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s,
‘90s, and ‘00s regalia. There, guests could join in on decade-inspired games
and activities.
A special guest DJ, Hermon Maclin, played groovy songs from the various
decades throughout the night. For the third year in a row, a representative from
the Appomattox Regional Library System joined in on the far out festivities.
This year, she brought an activity that was truly a “blast” – students could make
their own rockets and launch them in the courtyard.
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orth Elementary
has a newly formed
PTAC, Parent Teacher
Advisory Committee. Parents
and teachers alike came to the
first meeting where several
committees were established.
Making a quick start in the
2017-2018 school year, the
Beautification Committee
arranged to have six artificial
Christmas trees placed in the
school’s courtyard. Each tree
was decorated with a ribbon
bow topper indicating the grade
represented by the decorations.
Teachers worked with their
students to make birdseed or
Cheerios ornaments to place on
their tree. It is the committee’s
hope that cardinals will be
enticed to visit, and students
will be able to enjoy watching
the birds as they move through
the building throughout the
winter and the spring.
The committee also
provided holiday decorations
for the school entry and halls
with a Sugar Plum Fairy theme.
Planters with similar
candies, lollipops, and ribbons
greeted visitors at the doors.
The Beautification Committee’s
future plans include decorating
the courtyard for the spring by
creating a “Starry Night” rock
garden, along with some giant
bugs mixed in.

FOCUS ON PERSONNEL
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North Elementary students Hazel Evans and Charlotte Howington in Mrs. Iles’ class enjoy petting the rabbit on Farm Day.

Farm to School Week brings community
to North Elementary

T

his year as part of Farm to School Week in Virginia, North Elementary
celebrated Farm to School Day. The farm literally came to the school.
Members of the Prince George community provided a variety of
experiences for the students to learn about the part that the farm plays in Prince
George County. This brought the farm experience to life for students.
Mr. Scott Reiter from the Extension Office in Prince George brought
examples of crops to display and a wooden “cow”. Students were able to practice
“milking” the cow which was filled with water to see how farmers complete the
task. He also gave a presentation that described the different crops he displayed.
Double H Ranch, owned by Keith Andrews, brought animals with which
students were able to interact. The farm animals that he brought included
chickens, goats, cows and alpacas. Petting the alpaca, donkey, calf, and goats
was a student favorite. The West, Martin, and Franchok families each brought
a tractor for the students to examine. Different ages and sizes of tractors were
represented. The Franchok family taught the students about the tractors they
were seeing and how our local farmers use them in their daily jobs.
Students from different grades were able to tour the presentations at different
times, allowing the presenters to adjust information for the ages of the children.
In addition, classroom teachers completed activities to discuss and further
explore the farm as part of our school and community each day. Students were
excited as they walked through this new experience. Organizers hope to make
this an annual event, and increase the size, to make it even more exciting and
informative for our school population.
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FOCUS ON COMMUNITY

Calendar of Events

Feel free to call for additional details
(804) 733-2700

January 30 - March 30

3rd 9 Weeks

February 28

Interim Report Cards Issued

April 2-6

Spring Break

April 9

Staff Development (1/2 day)
Teacher Workday (1/2 day)

April 13

Report Cards Issued

April 10 - June 15

4th 9 Weeks

J.E.J. Moore Middle School teacher Laura Davis stands with her students who helped
donate to victims of natural disasters.

J.E.J. Moore Middle School students help
hurricane victims

H

elping people in need has
come to the forefront at
Moore Middle School.
Students on the Lions team were
presented the opportunity to show that
they care by helping victims of the
natural disasters that struck Texas and
the island nations.
Humanities teacher Laura Davis
began her year discussing how
everyday people can make a difference
in people’s lives and the importance
of showing compassion toward others.
The devastating impacts of Harvey and
Irma presented a perfect opportunity
for students to learn first-hand that
even the smallest contributions can
make a big difference.
The Lions decided to collect

cases of water and diapers to help aid
the victims of the hurricanes. They
donated an astonishing 80 plus cases
of both water and diapers to the Feed
More Foundation. This organization
sent the donations to Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands to help ease
their struggle.
With the direction of Davis,
students also assisted in designing a
logo, “CARE about U.S.”, to showcase
their efforts and to bring awareness
to the cause to help the struggling
territories. This logo has been printed
on T-shirts and were sold around the
school. With help from the Interact
club, all proceeds from the T-shirt sales
went to Fondren Middle School, in
Houston, Texas that is being rebuilt.

David A. Harrison Elementary thrilled to continue Watch D.O.G.S. Program

W

atch D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students) is an
innovative father and father-figure involvement
program. The program’s main objective is to
provide positive male role models for students. When dads
arrive to volunteer, they suit up in their “Watch D.O.G.S.
Gear” and head out for a day in the school.
A Watch D.O.G.S. daily schedule includes greeting
students in the morning, assisting in several classrooms,
enjoying lunch with students in the cafeteria, patrolling the
grounds to enhance safety and security, interacting with
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children at recess, and seeing students off in the afternoon.
This year approximately 134 fathers and father-figures
attended the Donuts with Dads kick-off event. At the event
attendees were given an opportunity to sign up for Watch
D.O.G.S. volunteer days. There are currently 79 fathers
and father figures who have dedicated days to spend at
Harrison this year.
We extend our sincerest gratitude to our amazing
fathers and father-figures who have taken time from their
schedules to be here for our students.

