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Guidance for the Future
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personality types and eighth-graders
had a strengths explorer assessment
that identifies career paths based on
students’ areas of talent. Beginning
in sixth grade, all students will have
Student Progress Review meetings
with Ms. Porzelt.
“It’s important that students have
a real and secure plan of action to be
academically successful,” Ms. Porzelt
said.
Transition programs also comprise
a portion of the changes. Island
Park has already been coordinating
fourth-grade visits to Lincoln
Orens Middle School, with a
panel of middle school students
available to discuss what starting
fifth grade in a new building was
like. Starting this year, the district
will additionally bring fifth-graders
into Hegarty to lead a presentation
and answer questions. Similar
events are provided for fifthgraders transitioning to sixth grade.
Students mentor their younger peers
in everything from how to open
a middle school locker to setting
academic goals and achieving overall
success. In-depth tours and other
4

transitional programs are held for
eighth-graders as they prepare to
embark upon their high school
careers.
Lincoln Orens incorporates
college readiness through an annual
College Awareness Week, which
features a mini-fair for grades
6-8 with representatives from
approximately 10 colleges to discuss

admissions, requirements and more.
A new local college tour for eighthgraders is being planned.
The district has an Advisory
Council that reviews its plan
annually and strives to ensure that
students’ needs are being met in all
areas. The full plan is available on the
website, www.ips.k12.ny.us.

the

islander

Official Publication of the Island Park Board of Education

ISLAND PARK SCHOOLS • Winter 2019 News

Guidance for the Future

The New York State Education
Department has put updated
regulations into place regarding
guidance and social-emotional
learning, calling on schools and
districts to adopt a model intended
to enhance students’ positive feelings
about their learning environments.
The Island Park Public Schools
have been phasing these changes
into its District Comprehensive
Developmental School Counseling/
Guidance Program, which is a
framework for planning, organizing
and implementing a school support
program designed to meet the needs
of the entire student body. Many
changes are already underway in
the current school year, with full
implementation anticipated for
2019-20.
School culture and climate
are at the heart of the updated,
more comprehensive regulations.
According to the state education
department, school climate reflects
how students and staff feel about
their school while culture is why
they feel the way they do. Together,
they affect students’ academic success
and sense of safety in the school

buildings.
Some of the biggest shifts are in
grades K-4, where the state now
recommends that students have
access to a school counselor, receive
information on college and careers
and have a core curriculum created
by a certified school counselor. Over
the past few months, guidance
counselor Andrea Porzelt has been
pushing into classrooms at Francis
X. Hegarty Elementary School,
presenting lessons and discussing
different topics designed to help
children understand and manage
emotions, set and achieve positive
goals, feel and show empathy for
others, establish and maintain
positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions.
Ms. Porzelt’s initial visits were
introductory and defined the
roles of guidance counselors,
emphasized the importance of
kindness and reminded students
about the support available
throughout the
building. She is
covering
socialemotional

learning through discussions on
feelings and emotions, strengthening
academics by focusing on
organization, and career and college
via lessons and Hegarty’s annual
career day.
At Lincoln Orens Middle School,
the Naviance college and career
readiness program has been launched
to help connect student strengths
and interests with goals. Students
have already created Naviance
profiles. Fifth-graders took learning
style inventories, sixth-graders
utilized a career cluster finder
to find occupations that fit their
interests, seventh-graders completed
a career key assessment dedicated to
continued
on page 4...

Young Engineers De

Paths to Success
It is never too early to begin
fostering 21st-century skills, and
with this in mind, Island Park’s
Francis X. Hegarty Elementary
School has taken measures to
infuse engineering design and
coding into the curriculum.
Computer classes, which had
already included some robotics
in the past, have evolved into
full STEAM experiences, which
encompass science, technology,
engineering, arts and mathematics,
thanks to several enhancements
that were made earlier this
school year. Now, new materials
and resources are drawing much
excitement and enthusiasm from
students as they learn and make
hands-on discoveries.
Kibo robots, Lego WeDo kits
and engineering lessons are among
the new, challenging tasks students
are delving into at young ages.
Kibo robots introduce coding in
the form of blocks that students
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scan to set paths. They navigate
with turns and straight movements,
and then fine-tune their devices’
movements.
Kindergartners made dream
cars, which they attached to
the Kibos for a race. First, they
designed the cars using the
Microsoft Paint program, then
drew their cars on paper and finally
put their coding knowledge to
work with the actual Kibos. Firstgraders did a similar project and
completed an obstacle course.
Second- and third-grade students
will be using Kibos as well.
Students in grades K-3 are also
utilizing the ScratchJr application
on iPads. Through this program,
which is essentially a digital version
of the Kibos’ block system, they
code to make a cat animation
move across the computer screen.
WeDo sets are new to the
school and connect equipment
to iPads via Bluetooth. They are
used by fourth-graders, who
follow instructions on their
iPads and build WeDo robots,
snails, police cars and more with
features such as flashing lights and
sirens. Computer teacher Michael
Giardino gives students a goal,
which they use their programming
and innovation skills to fulfill.
Students are also exploring
engineering through Lego sets.
Second-graders built Lego bridges
and tested their projects’ strength
under weight. Kindergartners and
first-graders built Lego houses,

which were dropped to test
durability. Third- and fourthgraders are engaging in more
advanced junior engineering
techniques involving gears
and pulleys.
All students maintain
engineering design
notebooks where they
answer questions, record
their steps and note their
observations as they follow
the engineering design process.
Kindergartners and first-graders
illustrate their discoveries, while
the older children write. They share
their goals, challenges, changes
made and final designs. Improving
their work is a big part of the
experience, and trial and error is
expected. Third- and fourth-graders
have more in-depth notebooks
and the additional task of creating
PowerPoint presentations to share
with the class.
“Once they get into it, they are
so focused,” Mr. Giardino said. “It’s
amazing how students as young
as kindergartners and first-graders
can tell me what part of the design
process they are in, and that they
want to keep going.”
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CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE
Work related to the 2017 bond referendum is moving
forward steadily and smoothly.
Roofing projects were completed at both schools during the
early fall. New flood barriers will be installed on doors and
vents this spring at all four of the district’s buildings — Francis
X. Hegarty Elementary School (FXH), Lincoln Orens Middle
School (LOMS), the Conference Center and the Island Park
Public Library.
This summer at FXH, new fire alarm, carbon monoxide and
public address systems will be installed. The PA system includes
telephone handsets that will enable direct communication
between teachers and school office personnel as well as first
responders in case of an emergency. The building will also
have old casework removed and new casework (cabinetry
and cubbies) installed in classrooms on the second floor. In
order for this to be accomplished, asbestos floor tiles original
to the building will be abated, removed and replaced. We
also anticipate completing the substructure project under the
Radcliffe Road portion of the building. In addition, FXH will
have a full-building electrical upgrade to accommodate a new
standby generator and air conditioning system (to be installed
next summer).
This summer at LOMS, new fire alarm, carbon monoxide
and PA systems just like the ones at FXH will be installed. In
addition, LOMS will have a full-building electrical upgrade
to accommodate a new air conditioning system that will
be installed. All ceiling classrooms will have to be removed
to accommodate the installation of ductwork. Also, new
dual-usage unit ventilators will be installed for heat and air
conditioning. The removal of original unit ventilators will
require abatement and removal of classroom floor tiles.
A timeline for all summer projects is being developed with
Triton Construction and will be shared with the community
at the March 25 Board meeting, to be held at the Conference
Center at 7 p.m.

It’s amazing how students as
young as kindergartners and firstgraders can tell me what part of
the design process they are in, and
that they want to keep going.
–Teacher Michael Giardino
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