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Dr. Bertolini’s Daily Message

To the Leonia School District Community,
Yesterday, the expected news of school being closed for the remainder of the year finally
came. As I said yesterday, it was more of a difficult day for our fifth, eighth, and twelfth grade
students. But we move forward because that is what we do. I will be meeting with the
administrative team on Friday to discuss graduation and end-of-year events for all three
schools. We will need to balance the health of our community versus the wishes to have
traditional school events. The health and safety of our students will be our first priority.
All of us need to think outside-of-the-box to ensure a proper send-off to our graduates. In
addition, spring events must either occur, be cancelled, or held remotely. If you , as a student
or parent, have any suggestions, please let us know. You can email me
(edward.bertolini@leoniaschools.org ) or your building administrators.
Together we will get through this as stronger, more confident individuals!
Stay Safe! Be Healthy! Stay Home!
Dr. Bertolini

Here Comes the Sun - in Latin by Dr. Massey
I know the residents of Leonia enjoy Quarantunes each night. It’s not 7:00pm, the start time
for Quarantunes, , but everyone can enjoy a Beatles classic, Here Comes the Sun!
Click on the link below to view the video:
https://youtu.be/oUGRJjH0SWQ

Birthday Wishes - WE NEED YOUR HELP !!!!!
Leonia resident and former ACS art teacher Viola Scarangella, will turn 103 on
May 11th. Her family and friends are holding a "card drive" to let her know how
many people remember her.
We are asking people to send her a birthday greeting -- doesn't have to be a bought
card. Her address is 205 Oratam Terrace, Leonia, NJ 07605.
From her daughter, “ If you know mom, had her as a student, was in recreation
class or the women's club with her, please consider sending her a card. Thanks in
advance. Mom just came out of the hospital (congestive heart failure) and it would
mean a lot if she knows how many people still know she is here.”
Vola Scarangella was a long time arts teacher at Anna C. Scott School.
To all members of the Leonia School Community, whether or not you know
Viola, take a moment and send her a card. It could be hand-made with a note
or a card from your local card store. I am sure Viola will appreciate it. During
this time of social distancing, you can reach out and put a smile on Viola’s
103 year old face.

TONIGHT - Public Forum Possible 5th Grade Move
to LMS- September, 2021
Just another reminder that this Tuesday, May 5th, will be the Leonia Board of Education public forum on
relocating the 5th grade to LMS. The Forum will run from 7-9 pm via Zoom and Facebook Live. (Questions
will only be taken via Zoom). For Zoom, you can join us on your computer or phone.
Korean Translation will be available.
Access information is Below:
Join Zoom Meeting Online:
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453474555?pwd=VUlkKzVVZjh6ZVBGT296aVRlbE9yQT09

Meeting ID: 844 5347 4555
Password: 3aksY5
Call in via Zoom Phone:
Phone Number: +1 646 876 9923 (Follow automated instructions)
Meeting ID: 844 5347 4555
Password: 3aksY5
Facebook Live:
Streaming on the Leonia Board of Education Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/LeoniaBOE
Format
The meeting will open at 7:00 pm, and we will briefly review the format of the meeting.
The meeting will then open to the public for comments and questions.
If you want to ask questions or provide comments, once on Zoom, please type in your first and last name
into Zoom's chat function. We will go in the order of the names listed.
Each speaker will have up to three minutes to provide comments or ask questions. We will then move on to
the next person. Once everyone has gone once, and it is still before 9 pm, individuals who have already
spoken may speak again for an additional three minutes.
During the three minutes, you may engage in a back and forth style dialogue, ask a list of questions,
provide comments, and so on. Our time limits are to allow for maximum participation. As always, if you
would like further details and discussion, please feel welcome to email or schedule a phone call with Dr.
Bertolini or any Board Member.
Before the forum, you may find it helpful to review our recently published FAQ on this topic:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1faUPznqrgyFYhh5E3qLn14teuPiKdQwlWdSSko1BdZ8/edit?usp=sha
ring
If you have any further questions about the upcoming forum, please email Dr. Bertolini or me directly:
Edward.Bertolini@leoniaschools.org
Bryce.robins@boe.leoniaschools.org
This notice will also be e-blasted to parents on Monday and is on Facebook.
Kind regards and stay safe.
Bryce Robins - President Leonia Board of Education

ACS Update - Dr. Martinez

Math Enrichment
In math enrichment, students have been busy playing math games reinforcing math skills
they are learning! In kindergarten and first grade, students are doing 3D shapes scavenger

hunts, measuring with non-standard units of measurement, and measuring with different
objects around their house. In second grade, students are going on a place value scavenger
hunt and playing many different card games to reinforce their math facts with large and small
numbers.

Wellness Week:
Ms. Almeida has created the following activities for Wellness Week:

Wellness
Wednesday

Check out a site to
practice mindfulness

Thankful
Thursday
Family &
Friends
Fun
Friday

Wear a fun style for
the day!
Check out a site to
start off your
weekend!
YOU MADE IT!!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEEJT9cYsm0
http://bubbles.org/
https://www.emindful.com/2020/03/30/10-activiti
es-you-can-do-with-your-kids-while-on-coronaviru
s-quarantine/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk_qU7l-fcU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X655B4ISakg
You can send your selfies to:
Edward.Bertolini@leoniaschools.org

https://www.switchzoo.com/
https://www.funbrain.com/
http://spatulatta.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1QeShToq-E
https://www.funology.com/
https://pbskids.org/games/
https://www.wearethemighty.com/MIGHTY-SURVI
VAL/free-virtual-field-trips-quarantine?rebelltitem
=2#rebelltitem2
https://www.gonoodle.com/good-energy-at-home
-kids-games-and-videos/

LMS Update - Mr. Saco
7th Grade Liberty Science Center Trip Refunds
To the parents of our 7th graders who paid to attend the March trip to Liberty Science Center,
we have begun to organize the necessary documentation to issue refunds. The cost per
student was $20.00. We will be issuing checks made out to the person listed as Guardian 1 in
Genesis. Those checks will be mailed home.

Music in the Parks and 8th Grade Philadelphia Trip Refunds
We continue to work on organizing our internal information so that we will be ready to issue
refunds to families who have paid for these two trips once we receive refunds from the
respective vendors.

This is an ongoing process with many steps. I will continue to provide information regarding
trip refunds to families here in Dr. Bertolini’s daily updates as we move forward in this
refund process. Thank you for your patience as we navigate these new waters.
LMS Birthday Shoutouts!!!

★ Julian Collu - Happy 14th Birthday
★ Hugo Soto - Happy 13th Birthday

Today’s LMS Affirmations:
❖ I AM SMART.
❖ I TRUST IN MY DECISIONS.
❖ I CAN CHANGE THE WORLD.
Quote of the Day: “Great works are performed not by strength but by perseverance.” Samuel Johnson, English Writer

LHS Update - Mr. Kalender

Dr. Massey Rules!
Inspired by the Spring Break sendoff video LHS created , Dr. Massey made a Latin language
cover version of George Harrison's "Here Comes the Sun," inviting Latin teachers from
around the world to submit a video clip of themselves waving to their students during this
time of Distance Learning.
Dr. Massey received submissions from as far away as Australia and the United Kingdom, and
put them together in a montage accompanying his musical version.

Over the years Dr. Massey has become connected on Twitter with a variety of Latin teachers,
sharing ideas and resources there. So when he was nearing completion of the music side of it,
he sent a direct message to Latin teachers, also inviting them to share the invitation to others
who might be interested. Dr. Massey is actually famous in the Latin teaching community for
his cover songs, of which this is now the 18th, as well as his extensive inventory of tutorial
videos, which many Latin teachers are using during this time of distance learning.
Click on the link below to view the video:
https://youtu.be/oUGRJjH0SWQ
Upcoming Events with Student Services:
Wednesday, May 6th at 12:00pm
Mini-lesson on gratitude and positivity, just bring pen and paper!
Below is the information to join:
Zoom Link:
https://zoom.us/j/99240421052?pwd=enVDWkdBcFMyTUpZOUhtQ1F2TUZuUT09
Meeting ID: 992-4042-1052
Password: LHSLions

Thursday, May 7th at 12:00pm
College Planning Community w/ Marist College
We will be providing a general update of the admissions process, SATs, ACTs, and other
relevant information. We will also be joined by an admissions representative from Marist
College who will be able to answer specific questions about Marist, as well as general trends
in the college admissions landscape. Join using the below information:
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82834143485?pwd=aGYvT044UllFOU1XK0hIVUZFUE16UT09
ZOOM MEETING ID: 828-3414-3485
ZOOM PASSWORD: 120060

MBLA Interns Wanted
Visions Federal Credit Union is looking for students in grades 10 and 11 to apply for their in
school internship opportunities for the 2020-2021 school year. This opportunity is open to
students in the Marketing & Business Leadership Academy. Interested students should click
the link below to apply.
Leonia High School Intern
Candidates must attend this High School to be eligible for this Intern opportunity to work in
the Visions In -School Branch Position Purpose/Summary: Provides exceptional member
service by performing transactions and adherence to exceptional service expectations from
Trusted Advisor training. Receives and processes counter transactions with an emphasis on
accuracy. Maintains equipment and files necessary to keep accurate records. Performs
clerical duties pertaining to applications of new members and provides information.

Special Services Update - Mr. Servis
Now that we received official word that we will not physically return to school this year, I
want to update you on the Extended School Year and summer school. As of right now, we
have not heard any guidance on whether or not we can open our buildings up to students this
summer. As such, I continue to plan for a typical ESY. I, of course, am also planning for a
virtual ESY if we received word that schools cannot open until September.
For those who planned on attending the SMILE program (smile@leoniaschools.org) for
enrichment, advancement, remediation, or reinforcement (Grades 3-12) or summer school
(for subjects other than mathematics), the same is true for those programs too. Plan A is to
run it as usual, and Plan B is to have it run virtually.
If ESY is virtual, the Child Study Team and I have already discussed creative ways in which we
can help our ABA and MD students transition from 5th to 6th grade and from 8th to 9th
grade. These plans include virtual meetings with their new teachers and case managers and
also creating videos of “walk throughs” of the new building your children will attend in the
Fall.

None of that is ideal, but we will do our best to make the summer and transition experience
the best we can. As always, your feedback is welcome. You can email me at
Anthony.Servis@leoniaschools.org, call me at 201-815-4160, or leave anonymous feedback
here.

Athletic Department Update - Mr. Perrotta
It is with regret that I have to share the disappointing news that the rest of the spring
athletic season has officially been canceled. Below is a statement from the NJSIAA.

NJSIAA Statement On Spring Sports
"Following yesterday's announcement by Governor Murphy, the NJSIAA has officially
canceled New Jersey's 2020 high school spring sports season. This decision was not made
lightly and we are disappointed for the thousands of New Jersey student-athletes who will be
unable to compete this spring. While we remained hopeful to the end, and left open every
possibility, competition simply is not feasible given the circumstances.
"The last few weeks have been heartbreaking on many levels, from the tragic loss of life, to
thousands battling the virus, to millions who have suffered emotional and economic loss. It's
been a harrowing time for everyone, and we know our student-athletes are extremely
disappointed. That said, these unfortunate circumstances may have put an intriguing
challenge in the path of our young people. As New Jersey's own Vince Lombardi once said,
"It's not whether you get knocked down, it's whether you get up. " We're confident all our
kids will get back up and stand tall.
"The NJSIAA will continue developing plans for the potential restarting of scholastic
sports during the fall season. Additional information related both to the summer
recess and fall will be shared at a later date."

********Previous information
from earlier updates can be found on the district’s website front page. Click on COVID-19 and
then choose a date to see that day’s daily update.

