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Dr. Bertolini’s Daily Message
To the Leonia School District Community,
I hope all is well in your home and with your family! We are all , including myself, continuing to
struggle with our new “normal”. I believe from any viewpoint, we miss school being in session.
However, the safety and health of our students and staff is our first priority. Although other states
have begun reopening, I am confident that Governor Murphy will use science and the medical
experts to make his decision about the reopening of our schools. We all agree that no one wants a
new spike in positive coronavirus cases.
On a more positive note, I want to give a big SHOUT OUT to our Leonia Sports Boosters. Prior to
the outbreak of the Coronavirus, Greg Makroulakis. President of the Sports Boosters, approached
the schools to offer to upgrade the middle school’s fields. The Board of Education enthusiastically
voted yes on their offer and Greg and the rest of the committee put the plan into motion. They
worked very quickly and the improvements have been completed! Simply amazing!
Stay Safe! Be Healthy! Stay Home!
Dr. Bertolini

THANK YOU to our Leonia Sports Booster Organization
The Leonia Middle School fields’ have received upgrades due to the generosity of the Leonia Sports
Boosters organization. They asked what was needed and made a significant donation and
supervised the work to upgrade our fields. We are extremely grateful for their support!!!!!
Executive Committee Members
Greg Makroulakis (President)
Brad Wilds (Vice President)
Dennis Mulato (Treasurer)
Lenny Garzon (Secretary)
Capital Improvements at LMS
●
●
●
●
●
●

Added fencing around baseball & softball fields providing safety for the teams, spectators
and student athletes on the track & field team while practicing.
Constructed concrete pads for the sheltered dugouts to sit on.
Added a retaining wall by the softball field
Provided 25 tons of clay for the baseball and softball fields
Rebuilt the baseball pitcher’s mound
Provided two new sets of bleachers for spectators

Seth Feldman Invites You to Join the Movie Night -ANYONE CAN JOIN
Please see link for more information on the Movie Club
(Tuesdays 4:00pm and Thursday 7:00pm) invite !
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SGpgjsboW4L5Owftpq5eOI9ORhN1wbgv/view

Middle School Hallways Upgrade Continues
The main hallway has now been redone. The tiles are in and the carpet is out!
The next part of the main hallway restoration is a new coat of paint!

The lower floor of LMS is getting clean new tiles, as the old carpet is
being removed. The old drains for the old steam boiler system were still present.
They are no longer in use, have been removed, and filled in with
concrete to match the existing floors!

This is by B9, B7, B10, B8, B6, B2, Faculty Lounge, b1, and Nurse’s Office.

LMS Philadelphia Trip Cancelled
Dear Parents/Guardians of LMS 8th Graders,
With the current school closure being extended to May 15, and the future of this school year
remaining uncertain, it became necessary to make a decision about our annual 8th Grade trip to
Philadelphia. Short Hills Tours, the tour company with whom we work, is able to secure a full
refund for us up to April 30. Beyond that date, the vendors with whom we contract will not refund
deposits. With all of this in mind, putting the health and safety of our students and faculty
members first, and also wanting to be able to fully refund our families who have paid, we have
made the difficult, and necessary decision to cancel our trip to Philadelphia.
Our partner at Short Hills Tour Company has already begun working with vendors to secure
refunds, and our LMS front office faculty has organized our internal information for the Business
Office who will help us issue refunds to parents. Please know that this will be a long process given
that the vendors themselves are also working with limited staff of their own. We will keep

everyone updated though this process. LMS will be refunded by Short Hills Tours, and then we will
issue refunds to parents. If you have any questions specific to your trip payment and refund, please
do not hesitate to contact me or Ms. King directly.
Currently, we have only canceled our trip to Philadelphia. While the status of our 8th Grade
evening dinner cruise aboard Spirit of New Jersey remains uncertain, that trip has not yet been
canceled. Spirit Cruises will be making decisions about their cruises scheduled for June sometime
in mid May. As of today, Spirit Cruises is NOT offering any refunds for their June cruises. I will be
sure to pass along information about this year’s dinner cruise when that decision has been made.
We are all very disappointed to be losing this year’s opportunity to spend the day in Philadelphia.
That being said, everyone’s chief priority right now is health and safety, and the cancellation of this
annual event is another example of a necessary loss aimed at serving the greater good.
Please do not hesitate to contact me or Ms. King with your questions or concerns.
Best,
Dave Saco

ACS Update - Dr. Martinez
A virtual presentation for the fifth graders will be held through the ACS library for global citizens
unit. The children have been learning about rights vs privileges. While education is a right in
America that is not the case everywhere.
On Thursday at 12pm, Roland Weimer will present via zoom about bottle schools in Guatemala. He
will share his experience helping to build a bottle school in a small village. To help the children
understand how hard this work is we asked them to find an empty plastic bottle and fill it with
small scraps of trash like candy wrappers for one week. This is what the people have to do to
prepare to build a school in this way. It takes one year for a village to prepare enough bottles.
Third Graders did animal topic writing assignments in groups - They began slides together and
met with groups at NEW TIME!
Whales- 9:30
Turtles- 9:45
Sharks- 10:00 Zoom
Wolves- 10:15
Penguins- 10:30

LMS Update - Mr. Saco
(This letter is repeated from above)
Dear Parents/Guardians of LMS 8th Graders,
With the current school closure being extended to May 15, and the future of this school year
remaining uncertain, it became necessary to make a decision about our annual 8th Grade trip to
Philadelphia. Short Hills Tours, the tour company with whom we work, is able to secure a full
refund for us up to April 30. Beyond that date, the vendors with whom we contract will not refund
deposits. With all of this in mind, putting the health and safety of our students and faculty
members first, and also wanting to be able to fully refund our families who have paid, we have
made the difficult, and necessary decision to cancel our trip to Philadelphia.
Our partner at Short Hills Tour Company has already begun working with vendors to secure
refunds, and our LMS front office faculty has organized our internal information for the Business
Office who will help us issue refunds to parents. Please know that this will be a long process given
that the vendors themselves are also working with limited staff of their own. We will keep
everyone updated though this process. LMS will be refunded by Short Hills Tours, and then we will
issue refunds to parents. If you have any questions specific to your trip payment and refund, please
do not hesitate to contact me or Ms. King directly.
Currently, we have only canceled our trip to Philadelphia. While the status of our 8th Grade
evening dinner cruise aboard Spirit of New Jersey remains uncertain, that trip has not yet been
canceled. Spirit Cruises will be making decisions about their cruises scheduled for June sometime
in mid May. As of today, Spirit Cruises is NOT offering any refunds for their June cruises. I will be
sure to pass along information about this year’s dinner cruise when that decision has been made.
We are all very disappointed to be losing this year’s opportunity to spend the day in Philadelphia.
That being said, everyone’s chief priority right now is health and safety, and the cancellation of this
annual event is another example of a necessary loss aimed at serving the greater good.
Please do not hesitate to contact me or Ms. King with your questions or concerns.
Best,
Dave Saco

LMS Birthday Shoutouts!!!

★ Toby Even-Ezra-Happy 12th Birthday!
★ Hana Choi- Happy 14th Birthday!

Today’s LMS Affirmations:
❖ I WILL DO TODAY, WHAT I WILL APPRECIATE TOMORROW.
❖ I DO EVERYTHING WITH ONE HUNDRED PERCENT EFFORT.
❖ I AM SAFE AND SOUND, AND ALL IS WELL.

Quote of the Day: “In every day, there are 1,440 minutes. That means we have 1,440 daily opportunities to
make a positive impact.” - Les Brown, Author

LHS Update - Mr. Kalender
Last night Mr. Sernatinger and I had the pleasure of hosting our first Virtual Home & School
Association meeting. There were about 25 parents in attendance at this meeting. We discussed
many of the usual topics, such as current finances, ShopRite Gift Cards, brick pavers, and the H&S
Education Committee Scholarships. One new area of business that was discussed was the sale of
Senior Graduation Lawn Signs. Ms. Vazquez introduced the topic and explained that these are
signs that senior parents could purchase to be displayed on the lawns in front of their homes. This
is not intended to be a fundraiser, instead a way to show support for the Senior Class of 2020.
There will be more information to come on the signs (see picture below). I then spoke about what
has occurred at LHS while on distance learning. One of the areas we spent most time on was the
discussion of various events and activities that are set to take place over the final two months of
school. I informed the group that we are committed to holding as many of these events virtually as
we can. We are looking into ways to host many of these activities virtually including, honor society
ceremonies, academy graduation ceremonies, parts of senior week, and the sports award banquet.
In addition, we have begun to look at alternatives to the traditional graduation ceremony. The
administration is in the early stages of researching various types of alternatives ceremonies. At
this point we have not cancelled graduation, since the Governor has only closed school until May
15th as of right now, but we are preparing in the event of further closures or the inability to gather

in large groups in June. Once we have decided on plans for any of the above mentioned events we
will let the LHS community know. We look forward to being able to honor all of these students in
the coming weeks. We appreciate everyone’s feedback and understanding as we look for the most
appropriate ways to hold these events.
Reminders:
A good way to get this information and stay up to date with all the information from LHS is to join
Remind. Text 81010 and type @leoni (not @leonia) into the message.
Follow us on Twitter:
@LeoniaPrincipal
@LeoniaHSVP
@LeoniaAthletics
Facebook
@LeoniaBOE

*********************************************************************
Our Heroes of the Coronavirus Crisis

In this section, we will honor members of the Leonia School Community- both past and present who are on the front line fighting the coronavirus. We are thrilled to recognize their efforts.

I received an email from Dennis Castro, Class of 1989. Almost his entire family is involved in
caring for our neighbors! The six bios are from the Castro Family.
Leonia's Castro family healthcare professionals continue to care for patients amidst the chaos.
We thank them and honor them for his service.

*********************************************************************

Kristine Ramirez (nee Castro) Class of 1995

Kris Ramirez (nee Castro), LPN graduated from Leonia High School Class of 1995. She began
volunteering as an EMT on Leonia Volunteer Ambulance Corps in 1995 and attended Eastwick
College of Nursing Class of 2004. During the daytime, she works as a Pediatric Ventilator nurse
with Bayada Pediatrics in Bergen and Passaic County, specializing in care for ventilator dependent
infants and children. In the evenings, she is teaching children and adults KRU Muay Thai and
Filipino Martial Arts, along with her husband, Master Ace Ramirez, at their martial arts studio in
Norwood, NJ.

*********************************************************************
Mikayla Castro - Class of 2014

Mikayla Castro, BSN, RN graduated from Leonia High School Class of 2014. She attended Seton Hall
University College of Nursing Class of 2018. She is a Registered Nurse caring for expectant mothers
and their new born at Mother Baby Unit at Englewood Health in Englewood, NJ. She currently
resides in Leonia, NJ. Mikayla comes from a family of Healthcare Providers to include her
grandmother, Perlita Castro, who is a retired Registered Nurse residing in Leonia, NJ. Mikayla's
parents Noriel and Leilani Castro both work in the medical profession. Both reside in Leonia, NJ
who have two other sons, Ryan LHS Class of 2016 and Daryl LHS Class of 2018.

*********************************************************************

Noriel Castro - Class of 1988

Noriel Castro, PT graduated from Leonia High School Class of 1988. His career in the medical field
began volunteering as an EMT and past President of Leonia Volunteer Ambulance Corps. He
attended New York University Class of 1992. He is a Physical Therapist with Patient Care, Inc.,
Saddle Brook, NJ. Noriel provides home care rehabilitation care for patients in Leonia and Bergen
County who are unable to leave their residence especially the frail elderly.

*********************************************************************
Dennis Castro - Class of 1989

Dennis Castro, Lt Col, USAF, NC, BSN, RN, MICN graduated from Leonia High School Class of 1989.
He was a member and past Captain of Leonia Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Attended Seton Hall
University College of Nursing Class of 1997. He is a Registered Nurse who had worked for over 20
years in the Emergency/Trauma Department with his last position as the Trauma Program
Manager at St. Joseph's University Medical Center in Paterson, NJ. Dennis works per diem as a
Mobile Intensive Care Nurse transporting critically ill and injured patients for the Mobile Intensive
Care Unit/Specialty Care Transport Unit at Englewood Health in Englewood, NJ. Dennis is a
Lieutenant Colonel serving in the United States Air Force Reserve, where he is a Flight Nurse
assigned at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ. Recently, he has been mobilized to Active Duty
to care for and transport our military and Department of Defense employees stricken with COVID19. Dennis resides in Leonia with his wife, Kristine Tobias-Castro, and their children Eliana LHS
Class of 2019, Gabriel age 17 (LHS), Evelisse age 12 (LMS).

*********************************************************************
Leilani Castro

Leilani Castro, BSN, RN attended Fairleigh Dickinson University College of Nursing Class of 1997.
She is a Pediatric Registered Nurse caring for ill and injured children on a Pediatric Floor at St.
Joseph's University Medical Center in Paterson, NJ. Like many other hospital facilities being
overwhelmed with patient admissions she has been caring for both adult and pediatric COVID-19
patients on her floor.

*********************************************************************
Kristine Tobias-Castro

Kristine Tobias-Castro, EMT has been in the EMS profession for over twenty years where she
began volunteering with Englewood Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Currently, she is working for the
Borough of Fort Lee EMS, Fort Lee, NJ and Cresskill Fire Department Emergency Medical Services
in Cresskill, NJ.

Previous information from earlier updates can be found on the
district’s website front page. Click on COVID-19 and then choose a date
to see that day’s daily update.

