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Schools in NJ will Stay Closed Through June

Gov. Phil Murphy announced Monday that schools
in New Jersey will continue teaching 1.4 million
students remotely at least through the end of June.
“ALL SCHOOLS WILL REMAIN CLOSED for inperson instruction for the remainder of the school
year – to protect the health of our children, our
educators, and their families,” Murphy said on
Twitter. “Guided by safety and science, this is the
best course of action.”
The order also applies to private schools with
longer school years, he said. They must remain
closed until at least June 30.
“We reach this conclusion based on the guidance
from our public health experts and with a single
goal in mind, the safety and well-being of our
children and our educators,” Murphy said Monday
during his daily briefing on the pandemic

Dr. Bertolini’s Daily Message

To the Leonia School District Community,
Today’s announcement by Governor Murphy is sad but not unexpected. Governor Murphy’s
decision is based solely for the safety and health of our students, faculty, staff members,
parents and relatives. We are all connected by this virus. And to have a school setting where
there cannot be social distancing or tests to determine who has the virus, made school
reopening a dangerous and risky scenario.
Sad news for all of us. This is especially a difficult announcement for the 5th, 8th, and 12th
grade students and families. Moving up from the 5th grade to Leonia Middle School and 8th
graders entering Leonia High School are important steps for our younger students. To our
seniors at the high school, there are no words that can take away your disappointment. The
end of your senior year will not be remembered with a smile and a laugh but more with a
shrug, what else can you do? But although you may miss out on some end-of-the-year senior
events, you still have the friends that you may have for a lifetime, the nurturing experiences
with members of the high school faculty, and the knowledge and confidence that you have
received a solid foundation for the rest of your life. I know this is a hard day to accept for the
LHS Class of 2020. Difficult times have one appreciate the good things in life a little bit more.
Stay Safe! Be Healthy! Stay Home!

Dr. Bertolini

Possible 5th Grade Move to LMS- September, 2021 Public Forum

Just another reminder that this Tuesday, May 5th, will be the Leonia Board of Education public forum on
relocating the 5th grade to LMS. The Forum will run from 7-9 pm via Zoom and Facebook Live. (Questions
will only be taken via Zoom). For Zoom, you can join us on your computer or phone.
Korean Translation will be available.
Access information is Below:
Join Zoom Meeting Online:
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453474555?pwd=VUlkKzVVZjh6ZVBGT296aVRlbE9yQT09
Meeting ID: 844 5347 4555
Password: 3aksY5
Call in via Zoom Phone:
Phone Number: +1 646 876 9923 (Follow automated instructions)
Meeting ID: 844 5347 4555
Password: 3aksY5
Facebook Live:
Streaming on the Leonia Board of Education Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/LeoniaBOE
Format
The meeting will open at 7:00 pm, and we will briefly review the format of the meeting.
The meeting will then open to the public for comments and questions.
If you want to ask questions or provide comments, once on Zoom, please type in your first and last name
into Zoom's chat function. We will go in the order of the names listed.
Each speaker will have up to three minutes to provide comments or ask questions. We will then move on to
the next person. Once everyone has gone once, and it is still before 9 pm, individuals who have already
spoken may speak again for an additional three minutes.
During the three minutes, you may engage in a back and forth style dialogue, ask a list of questions,
provide comments, and so on. Our time limits are to allow for maximum participation. As always, if you
would like further details and discussion, please feel welcome to email or schedule a phone call with Dr.
Bertolini or any Board Member.
Before the forum, you may find it helpful to review our recently published FAQ on this topic:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1faUPznqrgyFYhh5E3qLn14teuPiKdQwlWdSSko1BdZ8/edit?usp=sha
ring
If you have any further questions about the upcoming forum, please email Dr. Bertolini or me directly:
Edward.Bertolini@leoniaschools.org
Bryce.robins@boe.leoniaschools.org
This notice will also be e-blasted to parents on Monday and is on Facebook.
Kind regards and stay safe.
Bryce Robins - President Leonia Board of Education

Leonia High School College Decision Flag Ceremony

Emily Han
Congratulation to Emily Han on her commitment to the
Rutgers University School of Arts & Sciences

Brendan Russell
Congratulation to Brendan Russell on her commitment to the
Rutgers University

ACS Third Grade Students and Teachers Salute our Frontline
Heroes
Please click on the link to see a wonderful thank you to our frontline personnel form
our Third Grade
https://youtu.be/sjj1vYyTRpU

ACS Update - Dr. Martinez
Ms. Almeida has created the following activities for Wellness Week:

Motivation
Monday

Check out the sites of
wonder and learning
and feeding your
curiosity

Take it On
Tuesday

Wear a hero shirt or
school shirt to keep
on going!
Check out a site to
practice mindfulness

Wellness
Wednesday

Thankful
Thursday
Family &
Friends
Fun
Friday

Wear a fun style for
the day!
Check out a site to
start off your
weekend!
YOU MADE IT!!!

https://wonderopolis.org/
https://learningworksforkids.com/apps/missspells-class/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.wizardingworld.com/
http://www.helpmykidlearn.ie/
https://www.makemegenius.com/
https://www.googlelittrips.org/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://www.magictreehouse.com/#home?intro=0
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/gpe/gpe.html
https://www.kodable.com/
You can send your selfies to:
Edward.Bertolini@leoniaschools.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEEJT9cYsm0
http://bubbles.org/
https://www.emindful.com/2020/03/30/10activities-you-can-do-with-your-kids-while-oncoronavirus-quarantine/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk_qU7l-fcU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X655B4ISakg
You can send your selfies to:
Edward.Bertolini@leoniaschools.org

https://www.switchzoo.com/
https://www.funbrain.com/
http://spatulatta.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1QeShToq-E
https://www.funology.com/
https://pbskids.org/games/
https://www.wearethemighty.com/MIGHTYSURVIVAL/free-virtual-field-tripsquarantine?rebelltitem=2#rebelltitem2
https://www.gonoodle.com/good-energy-athome-kids-games-and-videos/

Second Grade recently took a virtual field trip to Turtle Back Zoo and wrote about their
exploration. The students continue to research and learn about animals and their habitats.
Third Grade students wanted to pay a special tribute to the many essential workers who are
critical to keeping our society up and running. A special thanks goes out to the ACS parents
who are working on the front line. Each third grader is created a special slide which the
teachers put together into one presentation.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjj1vYyTRpU

LMS Update - Mr. Saco
LMS Birthday Shoutouts!!!

★ Griffin Lawrence- Happy 13th Birthday
★ Eric Yan - Happy 14th Birthday
Today’s LMS Affirmations:
❖ I CHOOSE TO THINK POSITIVELY.
❖ MY HAPPINESS IS UP TO ME.
❖ I’M STARTING A NEW CHAPTER TODAY.

Quote of the Day: “Your own mind is a sacred enclosure into which nothing harmful can
enter except by your permission.” - Arnold Bennett, English Novelist

LHS Update - Mr. Kalender
Today the Governor announced that schools will remain on Distance Learning for the
remainder of the year. Now that we know we will be returning to the building, we will
develop plans for holding end of the year activities virtually. As we finalize plans for various
events we will notify the LHS school community.
Seniors continue to send your college commitments to me. We are publishing them in the
daily updates as they come in. If you do not want your picture included let me know and we
will simply publish your name and the school you are committing to.

It is not too late to order your Class of 2020 yearbook.
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05125600
Email questions to Mrs. Antonucci grace.antonucci@leoniaschools.org or
Ms. Thorpe mary.thorpe@leoniaschools.org
The Home & School Association received a donation from The Klein Family to purchase yard
signs for the Class of 2020. Each sign is personalized with the student’s name. Names that
were confirmed by seniors for their diplomas will be used. If you would like a different name
on your sign email Mrs. Vazquez at sopromlia@live.com to make this request.

Student Services (Guidance) Update - Ms. Stein

Getting Ready for AP Exam Day
Below is important information about getting ready for the AP Exam. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact your AP teacher.
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/getting-readyfor-exam-day
● Go to the Course-Specific Exam Information tables on the 2020 exam schedule page.

Find your exam table to learn details including what material your exam will cover and
what resources you'll need to take the exam.

● Check in with your AP teacher for more guidance about what to practice and what you

should focus on.
● Watch free online classes taught by real AP teachers. Get the schedule for all AP courses
or go straight to the AP YouTube channel to browse lessons.
● Sign in to AP Classroom for free-response questions to practice with.
Get Familiar with the Online Exam
On May 4, you can practice submitting responses with the AP 2020 Exam Demo. It will allow
you to practice the different ways to submit your responses. If you can't connect to this demo
from your planned testing device, you won't be able to access the real exam on test day.
The AP Exam will only open in the latest versions of Chrome (recommended), Firefox, Safari,
or Edge. It will not work in Internet Explorer. Google Chrome is free and available for
download for Windows, Mac, and Linux systems.
Beginning the week of May 11, you can also download and practice on the AP World
Languages Exam App (WLEA). Use the app in practice mode to become familiar with its
features, test your technology's compatibility, and check the quality of sound in your
intended exam location.
Make Sure You Have What You Need
Complete this checklist for each AP Exam you're taking this year. All subjects require you to
have your e-ticket, AP ID, a device with a browser and internet or cellular connectivity, and
assistive technology (if applicable) on hand the day of the exam. Check the AP Exam Schedule
for course-specific exam requirements and review this list of what you need on exam day for
each AP subject. As some of these steps take time, be sure to do this well before exam day.
About Your e-Ticket
The College Board will send you an e-ticket by email two days before each exam you're
registered for. This e-ticket is unique to you and not transferable. You'll need this e-ticket to
check in to your exam on exam day. E-tickets can also be accessed on MyAP.
If you have a conflict and need to request a makeup exam, do not use your May e-ticket. A
different e-ticket will be automatically issued for the June exams two days prior to the exam
date.
Should you experience any disruption during your May exam, you'll be able to request an eticket for the June makeup exams within 48 hours of your original exam date. On the AP
Makeup Testing Request Form, you can describe what happened and submit with your
original e-ticket. After review, you'll receive an email approving or denying your request. If
approved, a makeup e-ticket will be sent two days before the makeup test.

Confirm Your Email
In addition to e-tickets, the College Board is sending other important information through
email. You'll need access to your email inbox or College Board account from the computer or
device you plan to use to take the exams. Be sure to confirm this well before the exam dates.
If you haven't received email updates from the College Board, take these steps.

Special Services Update - Mr. Servis
I would like to continue to use this space to answer the comments and questions from the
Special Education Feedback Survey.
Paraprofessionals:
There was a comment about the paraprofessionals being available for help. At ACS, the paras
are already conducting morning meetings everyday with various teachers. They are also a
part of the Google Classrooms and can see the work posted each day. Some paras are working
very closely with teachers and can see the student’s individual work and the teacher
comments.
At LMS and LHS, the paraprofessionals are also a part of the teacher’s Google Classroom, just
like if they were physically in the building. They can see assignments, grades, and comments.
Many paras are providing indivdual support using several platforms including email and
Google Meets.
If you child is used to getting help from a specific paraprofessional in their class, but is not
getting that support during distance learning, please email me or the case manager.
College Essays:
There was concern from at least one parent about getting their child help writing their
college essay. I have spoken to the English Supervisor who tells me that college essay writing
will be addressed in the next unit of study, right after they finish the junior research paper. In
addition, a student can reach out to their case manager or school counselor for additional
support in writing the essay.
Video messages from Dr. Martinez and Ms. Almeida:
Someone commented that their child really loves the video messages from Dr. Marinez and
Ms. Almeida, and that those messages go a long way to keep everyone connected to the

school and the staff. They hoped to see more of those videos in the future. I have passed that
information along to Dr. Marinez and Ms. Almeida!
I really appreciate all the feedback and I will leave the survey up for anyone who still wants
to complete it and leave me a comment or question. You can find it here.

Parent Notes
Parent Note # 1
Dear Mr. Gugick and Mr. Sassi,
Congratulations on leading the LMS students to a superb Brainbusters win. This was the
highlight of my daughter's day. She shared the news of her team’s win with everyone in
the family far and wide. This was especially welcome news for her 74 year old grandpa
who is by himself in Pennsylvania. So, thank you.
Whether or not she was an active participant is not as important as the “team win” and
placing #12 in the country. You rock!
Thank you for bringing so much joy to the kids and being there for them.
A middle school parent
Parent Note # 2
I am very impressed by how well Mr Holak is conducting his video lessons for orchestra.
Yesterday he very clearly taught my son how to tune his violin and play a certain scale. He also
taught another one of my children a very elaborate practice scale. He really is quite an asset to
the Leonia School system.
Sincerely,
A Leonia parent

Our Heroes of the Coronavirus Crisis
In this section, we will honor members of the Leonia School Community- both past and
present - who are on the front line fighting the coronavirus. We are thrilled to recognize their
efforts.
We thank them and honor them for his service.

********************************************************************
Dr. Sunitha Korapati - LHS class of 1995
We received this email from Mrs. Barbara Zagen, a paraprofessional from ACS: “I have a
photo for the hometown heroes section of Dr. Bertolini's newsletter. It is of Dr. Sunitha
Korapati, LHS class of 1995, doctor at Northwell Health, and a very good friend of mine! I
wasn't sure where to send it. I was hoping you could help!”
I asked for some more further information from Ms. Zagen about Dr. Korapati. Mrs Zagen
responded, “Thank you! Dr. Korapati currently lives in White Plains, NY with her husband,
Jason Aspinwall, a Broadway musician, and their two children, Ellora, age 5, and Devin, age 4.
When I asked her permission to send you the photo, she agreed, but said she didn't see
herself as a hero. I'm happy to be able to brag a little on her behalf!”

********Previous information from earlier updates can be found on

the district’s website front page. Click on COVID-19 and then choose
a date to see that day’s daily update.

