Status Update - Coronavirus - Thursday 4-2-2020
To the Leonia School District Community,
Hello again. As we near the end of week # 3, sadly, the new normal is quickly becoming
“routine”. I need everyone to put in one more solid school day tomorrow; Spring Break begins
Friday at 3:00pm. As we will continue to spend most of our time at home, find a project that
you always wanted to do but didn’t have time to start or complete. I have spent my days during
distance learning in the office but at night I have been painting the kitchen. I have wanted this
home improvement for a while but there was so much trim work in the kitchen, I kept putting
it off. This past weekend, the kitchen was newly painted!
All of us want to go out and enjoy our week off. But we can’t. This virus is too contagious to risk
it. I believe it was Dr Craig Spencer, Director of Global Medicine for New
York-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center, who said last night, “The virus can’t
get you if it doesn’t meet you”. A simple statement that the medical professionals have been
imploring us to follow. It is the right thing to do to continue to self-quarantine until we are told
otherwise.
My behavior has an effect on others and their behaviors have an effect on me. We are in this
together and we need everyone to cooperate for the good of the whole! Here are a few simple
essential behaviors that can be annoying but are crucial if we are to flatten the curve:
●
●
●
●
●

Social distancing - stay 6 feet away from other people
Wash your hands
Don’t go out unless it is essential
If you have a temperature self-quarantine
Call your medical professional if you feel sick

Why do I keep repeating this? Last night I heard the Georgia Governor say that he put in
stricter restrictions for his state because he just found out that people that don't have any
symptoms could infect others. Somewhat unbelievable to hear from a leader of one of our
states. So, if he didn't know, maybe some of us in New Jersey are unaware of an aspect of the
coronavirus that has been reinforced for at least three weeks that people that are
asymptomatic can spread the disease.
Best wishes for Health, Safety, and Happiness,
Dr. Bertolini

IMPORTANT: INTERNET AVAILABILITY
Spectrum is offering temporary internet access for families that qualify. The parents would
need to reach out to customer service directly at (877-227-8711) to provide them with
temporary internet access. If you know a neighbor that does not have internet access,
please let them know about this offer.

SPRING BREAK
Monday April 6th through Friday April 10th
● During Spring Break, all schools and the entire school district will be closed.
● No meals or computers will be delivered during the spring break.
● If you have any questions, you can email Dr. Bertolini at bertolini@leoniaschools.org

Leonia High School College Decision Flag Ceremony
Katie’s flag is actually up!

Congratulations to Katie Schuller on her commitment to the University of Maryland.
HER FLAG IS NOW UP!

A.C.S. SPIRIT WEEK
Friday is Fun & Wacky Friday

SPIRIT WEEK - Wellness Day Photos- Soccer in the Backyard !

Send me your photos for Throwback Thursday and Fun & Wacky Friday!
edward.bertolini@leoniaschools.org Thanks!

ACS Update 4-2-2020 from Dr. Martinez
Fourth grade students practiced planning a story arc for drafting exciting fiction stories .
Videos, charts, and teacher feedback were provided for students.

Some students used virtual relaxation videos provided by teachers. The videos used colors
and sound to guide students in mindfulness practices.

LMS Update 4-2-2020 from Mr. Saco
The latest Art Challenge from Mrs. Nair had students making works of art starring Mrs. Nair’s
cat, Monet in an existing famous/renowned work of art. Here are a few samples of our
students’ beautiful artwork:

A message about this year’s LMS Music in the Parks Festival:
We learned on Tuesday that our upcoming Music in the Parks festival and trip to Six Flags
Great Adventure has been canceled by the festival company due to the current COVID-19
restrictions. Music in the Parks is beginning the process of issuing refunds. Mrs. Kosmich, Mr.
Holak, Mr. Walsh and I have met and are beginning to organize our own refund process, which
starts by reviewing all our records to determine the amount each student has paid, and how
much of that amount was raised through candy sales. This will be a long and careful process. If
you have any questions specific to your payment, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Walsh
directly.
Our Music in the Parks trip had been canceled one time previous to this. In that situation
parents of 6th and 7th graders were given the option to consider their current year’s payment
as a credit toward the following school year’s festival trip, or (in the case of current 8th
graders) transfer their current payment to a younger middle school sibling as a credit for the
next year’s festival trip. If you would like to learn more about either of these options, please
contact me or Mr. Walsh directly.
We are all very disappointed to be losing this year’s opportunity to perform at the festival and
have fun at Great Adventure. That being said, everyone’s chief priority right now is health and
safety, and the cancellation of this annual event is another example of a necessary loss aimed at
serving the greater good.
Please do not hesitate to contact me or our music directors with your questions or concerns.
Best,
Dave Saco

LHS Update 4-2-2020 from Mr. Kalender
LHS Teachers continue to impress. Today one of our Culinary Art teachers conducted a Google
Meet with her class to conduct a demo. The teacher was having the class follow along and
answer questions as she demonstrated Gordon Ramsey’s Pork Chops with Peppers recipe. The
students were able to follow along and assist the teacher virtually as she prepared the recipe.
This is just another example of the creative ways LHS teachers are using video conferencing to
engage students while on distance learning.
As we approach spring break our students enrolled in marking period classes are getting ready
to switch to their marking period 4 classes. Students in a marking period 3 class should look in
their current marking period 3 Google Classroom for a list of Google Classroom codes so they
can find the appropriate marking period 4 Google Classroom code. Students that are moving
to a free in marking period 4 will obviously not have to sign up for a new Google Classroom. If
students are having trouble locating their new code or do not know where they below they can
contact Mr. Kalender for assistance at Charles.Kalender@leoniaschools.org

Special Education Update 4-2-2020 from Mr. Servis
Good afternoon,
As of yesterday, the State of New Jersey has officially approved, on an emergency basis only, the
use of remote online platforms for related services. We are three weeks ahead of schedule!
If your child is going to be participating in group sessions for speech, OT, or PT, we ask that you
email the related services provided (and CC Anthony.Servis@leoniaschools.org) with consent.
Here is the consent language we ask you to include, if you have not already done so:
I consent to my child’s participation in virtual group related services and/or special education
classes (e.g., resource, self-contained, as appropriate based on my child’s needs) with the
understanding that this platform may be viewed by other students, parents and guardians, who
may be present in or observing the session to assist their child.
It is also recommended that the Directors of Special Services remind parents of the following:

As parent/guardian, you are not a participant in any sessions of remote instruction or related
services (including related services such as speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical
therapy, counseling, or other related services), just as you would not be participant in an
in-person session. The District understands that you may need to be present to set up the
conferencing equipment for your child at the start of the session, and may need to return your
child to the conference if he or she disengages from the instruction.
Please note further that no parties are permitted to audiorecord or video-record remote
instruction sessions or remote related services sessions, just as they are not permitted to record
in-person sessions. Finally, please remind your child that all students are required to adhere to
and comply with all applicable Board policies governing the use of technology.
The Physical Therapist that Leonia contracts with to do services, Erin Kelly, has created an
amazing website that she would like to share. This can be a great resource, even if your child
doesn't normally get PT services. There are some fun activities and videos for everyone. You
can find it here.
If your child has not started their related services yet, but would like to start after spring break,
please email their related service provider. The staff directory can be found here.
If you feel your child is struggling to keep up with their school work, or understanding a new
concept, please email: 1- their individual teacher, 2- case manager, and 3- support staff if
appropriate. We have fielded many calls and emails from parents and we were able to provide
them with more individualized support.
Lastly, we are all working so hard to ensure your children are getting a quality education and
enjoying themselves at the same time. Even with all the wonderful technology we are using, we
feel somewhat disconnected from the students and we miss them! If you like, over the break
send me a picture of your child engaging in distance learning, or doing an art project, or riding
their bike! I will only share it with the people you give me permission to share it with. This is of
course completely optional.
Thank you and be well.
Anthony

Previous Information Unchanged
From Earlier Updates:
When We Return From Spring Break…...
To Our Students and Parents,,
I want to thank you for your wonderful efforts with our Distance Learning Initiative. Our
teachers have been providing each of you with engaging and informative lessons. And you have
grabbed the opportunity! We are in this together!
In a few days, we will begin Spring Break. Please have a relaxing and healthy vacation!
When we return from Spring Break, we will go to a modified schedule. After speaking with the
three principals, the following schedule for each school will be implemented beginning Monday
April 13th - the day we return from spring break.
Please click on this link to see the new schedule beginning April 13th.
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FeenigWR0H1y0eJVC9A6_6KrPSh0e-uXzNWrvIlnFlU
Thank you again for making distance learning an effective and educationally sound program.
Keep working hard. We will get through this and we can move on with our aspirations, our
goals, and our lives.
Be Safe! Be Healthy ! Self-quarantine !
Dr. Bertolini

Assignment Free - Spring Break
Guidelines for All Three Schools
After speaking with the three principals, we agree that there needs to be time for the students
to get a rest from the rigorous work assigned during the school year. Students will not be
required to do any assignments during Spring Break.
● Teachers may distribute work prior to the Spring Break for those students that wish to
complete any assignments during the break to reduce their workload once they return.
● Any assignment distributed prior to the Spring Break cannot be due until Thursday, April
16th.
● There can be no tests or quizzes given until Friday, April 17th.
This year more than ever students and staff need a break from the rigors of the classroom to
decompress, relax, and regroup. We want all of the staff and students to enjoy their spring
break, take some time to read a good book, sit outside in the spring weather, binge watch a
good series on Netflix, or spend time with your family without the stressors of distance
learning.

School Closings Update
Governor Murphy extended the closing of school buildings in New Jersey until at least April 17,
2020.
● We will continue distance learning until spring break that begins after school on Friday,
April 3.
● Spring break will begin on Saturday, April 4 and run through Sunday, April 12th.
● We will return to distance learning school on Monday, April 13th, continuing the
distance learning protocols for at least another week.

● This is subject to change based on the conditions at that time. Governor Murphy will
decide the week of April 13th if distance learning continues after April 17th.

LEONA HIGH SCHOOL GRADING SYSTEM
FOR THE THIRD AND FOURTH MARKING PERIODS
Good Morning LHS students and parents,
In light of the recent events that have led us to move to distance learning the LHS
administration has needed to make adjustments to the third and fourth marking periods and in
effect grading for the remainder of the year. With the third marking period set to end on March
30th it is imperative that we make a change to the third marking period to give all students the
proper opportunities they deserve. We did not want to add any additional pressure to students
or teachers at this time to cram in assessments, complete outstanding work, and get
assignments graded. We have decided that we will change third and fourth marking period
grading into a second semester grade. In order to do this we will need to extend the third
marking period in Genesis. The third marking period will now run into June. Teachers will
continue to give assignments and grades in the third marking period. At the end of the year the
teachers will take the grade for marking period 3 and also count it for marking period 4. This
will allow us to count the grade as a second semester grade making up 40% (MP3 and MP4 will
be posted to Genesis as the same grade calculating for 40% total) of the end of the year grade.
We thank you for your understanding and being flexible during this challenging time. We will
get through this together! Be Safe! Stay Healthy!
Mr. Chuck Kalender
Principal

Mr. Mark Sernatinger
Vice Principal

Ms. Adrienne Stein
Director of Student Services

LEONIA MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADING SYSTEM
FOR THE THIRD AND FOURTH MARKING PERIODS
Dear LMS Parent Community,
During this time of Distance Learning LMS students and teachers have been working hard on
many different academic assignments. Teachers are presenting content and assigning learning
activities that are consistent with our curriculum, and although this work is being presented,
completed, and submitted in new ways, the content and assignments are meaningful and

important. The students’ work is being scored by their teachers, who are then regularly
updating Genesis gradebook. Our third marking period will close on Friday, April 3rd as
scheduled. Please take some time to talk with your child about the work they are doing, and
remember to check Genesis with your child, and talk about any assignments they have yet to
submit. It is important that our students do not fall behind during this time of Distance
Learning. While the third marking period closes next Friday, we will be extending the due date
for posting of final MP3 grades. Doing so will give students some extra time to submit any
missed assignments to their teachers, and will give teachers the time they need to score the
work before posting grades. Note: All missing work for the third marking period must be
submitted to your child’s teachers by Friday, April 17th. Third marking period grades will be
due in Genesis by the close of business on Wednesday, April 22nd, with report cards becoming
available for parents to view on April 23rd.
Our fourth marking period officially begins on Monday, April 13th. Should this time of Distance
Learning extend beyond April 13, we will post new Google Classroom class codes for students’
MP4 Cycle classes. Their codes will be posted in our daily Announcements page, sent to parents
via LMS Eblast and Remind message, and posted on the LMS website. Much like the work
students are completing now, content and assignments that students engage with during MP4
Distance Learning (should it be extended) will be scored by their teachers, and will count
towards fourth marking period grading.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. These continue to be uncharted
waters we are navigating. Your children and our teachers are doing amazing work! Together
we will continue to learn and grow.
Be well and stay safe. Take care of yourselves, each other, and remember to make it great!
Best,
Dave Saco

New Jersey Commissioner of Education
Cancels Statewide Student Assessments
This statement is from the New Jersey Department of Education:

Given the continued threat of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) to our school
communities and the resulting school closures, Governor Phil Murphy today announced
that the State of New Jersey is cancelling all statewide student assessments for the
spring 2020 testing window. This includes the springtime administration of the New
Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA), ACCESS for ELLs, and the Dynamic
Learning Maps (DLM) assessment.
We acknowledge that cancelling statewide assessments will impact various aspects of
education, including educator evaluations and certification, and school and district
accountability. We recognize educators, students, and families will have questions. We are
working to mitigate any unintended consequences, and we will work through multiple
channels to keep stakeholders fully informed of updated guidance and other changes.
Graduation Options Cancellation of statewide assessments will not prevent students from
meeting their graduation assessment requirements. The NJDOE continues to process portfolio
appeals for the small percentage of current seniors who have not yet met their graduation
assessment requirement.
The NJDOE will make the NJSLA available in the summer or fall for current high school
freshman, sophomores, and juniors (and middle school students taking high-school level
courses) who may want to use the NJSLA high school assessments to meet their graduation
assessment requirements.
Current juniors and sophomores also have access to the menu of alternate assessments (the
SAT, etc.) and the portfolio appeal process as pathways to complete their graduation
assessment requirement. These students are not required to take the NJSLA to access the menu
of alternate assessments or the portfolio appeal process. Refer to the NJDOE’s COVID-19
webpage for more information on these and other issues as it becomes available.
Food Distribution
● As of Monday, March 23rd, we will only deliver meals directly to the homes of students
that are part of our Lunch Program.
If you are part of the lunch program and have not yet confirmed that you will need meals
delivered to your homes either in Leonia or Edgewater, please Dr. Bertolini at
bertolini@leoniaschools.org

Computer Distribution
If your child needs a computer to be able to participate in distance learning, you may borrow a
Chromebook from the Leonia School District. Please send an email to Dr. Bertolini to request a
Chromebook at bertolini@leoniaschools.org
Chromebook distribution will be delivered directly to your homes in both Edgewater and
Leonia for Edgewater students Grade 7-12 and all Leonia school students.

Counseling Services
If a student is in need of counseling services, he or she should email their school counselor.
Counselors are checking emails throughout the day.
If your child is having a mental health emergency, you can call 201-262-4357 (HELP)

Attendance Procedures
While students are participating in Distance Learning, attendance will be taken in the following
ways:
● Anna C. Scott School: Attendance procedures depend on the grade level and will be
verified by parent signature on work packets already distributed, email from the parent
to the teacher, or verified through Google Classroom. Teachers have communicated
expectations.
● Leonia Middle School: Attendance will be taken in each course through Google
Classroom. Courses will meet online during their normally scheduled time period and
students will be expected to check in during that time period.
● Leonia High School: Attendance will be taken in each course through Google Classroom.
Courses will meet online during their normally scheduled time period and students will
be expected to check in during that time period.

