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Dr. Bertolini’s Daily Message
To the Leonia School District Community,
Welcome back to school! Hopefully, your weekend was a time where you were able to relax and
debrief from a week of work!
Our teachers continue to develop lessons for our students. Teachers respond to students’ different
needs in the classroom. Obviously it is more of a challenge when the students are not present in
the classroom. We need to rely on the parents, especially in the elementary school, to gauge the
impact of the work provided to the students.If parents believe their children need additional
enrichment and resources please contact the individual teacher. And in some cases, when a child
may be struggling, please let the teacher be aware of your concerns.
Dr. Martinez has sent a letter to the ACS parents describing the process ACS is utilizing to instruct
and challenge our students. Please take a moment and read the letter whether you are in ACS, LMS,
or LHS. We need to remain a team as we go through these very difficult times. When will be back is
uncertain but while away we need to continue to provide instruction and support to our students.
Stay Safe! Be Healthy! Stay Home!
Dr. Bertolini

A Beautiful Piece From Our Strings Teacher, Michael Holak
Here is his note to his students: “Hi everyone! I hope you all are doing well. I've put together a
video project of Joseph Gregorio's "Dona Nobis Pacem", reworked for five cellos. Originally a
choral piece, the only words sung the entire time are "Dona Nobis Pacem", which means "Give Us
Peace". May it bring you some peace and happiness in these confusing and often difficult times.
Have a great week, and stay safe and healthy! :-)
https://youtu.be/5Vu3keQ29u8

Movie Night at the Movies...Well Almost!
You want to go to the movies but can’t …. Here is another way to meet your needs . Seth Feldman,
one of our drama directors, has offered to begin a Movie Club. It will work like this starting next
week. He will add a video introduction this week.
A Great Idea!
●
●
●
●
●

Any student (or admin or faculty) who wants to participate needs to join the
LHS Film Club group on Remind: Text @leoniafilm to 81010
Every Monday and Wednesday I will record a brief video (under 5 minutes) to
announce and introduce the film that will be viewed the next day
Screenings will be Tuesdays at 4pm and Thursdays at 7pm
Post-Screening Discussions will start 5 minutes after the conclusion of the film
via Zoom, which will last no more than 40 minutes
No in-screening chats (we don't talk during a movie in the theater); but I may
send out the occasional fun fact and tidbits via Remind

Quiz Bowl Competes Virtually
The Leonia High School Quiz Bowl team participated in an online academic competition this
past Wednesday. The competition enabled students to work together through Google Meet in
an effort to score as many points as possible.
Participating students were presented with a clue accompanied by a picture designed to help
them use the clue to arrive at the correct answer. For a simple example, a clue about an
unidentified country may have been posed next to a picture of the Colosseum to help students
correctly guess "Italy" as the answer. After the first and most difficult clue and picture

appeared, students had the opportunity to solve the clue. A second and easier picture and
clue would then appear with an additional opportunity. A final third clue and picture, the
easiest in the series, were then presented, providing the students with one last chance.
Students received 3 points for answering correctly after the first clue and an additional 2
points for answering after the second clue. One final point was awarded for answering after
the last clue.
The total number of possible points to earn for a given triad is six. Students were presented
with 80 triads, or 240 questions. They are awaiting their score which was submitted
electronically. While scoring among the top half of participating teams in the country would
ordinarily qualify the team for a national competition, students still enjoyed the chance to
return to competition and to interact with their teammates and coaches.
The Leonia Middle School Brain Busters team will participate in a similar competition this
week .

Mental Health Resources
For anyone in need of help, please contact your school counselor, CST member, or click on the one
of the following links below.
-PerformCare NJ Parent Crisis Hotline: 1-877-652-7624 (call this
number for immediate access to mental health services at home. No cost to families)
-CarePlus NJ- 201-986-5000 (call this number to set up counseling
service appointments for children or adults)
-New Bridge Medical Center- 1-800-730-2762 (call this number to set
up counseling or inpatient care)
-2nd Floor Teen Support Hotline- 1-888-222-2228 (students can call or text
this number for 24/7 access to counselors over the phone)
In case of an immediate emergency, please call 911.

Videos for Mindfulness and Mental Health - Kindergarten - Fifth Grade
For those of you looking for social emotional lessons and support, please check out the Second
Step link. They have created lessons by grade for schools to use!
I also have this and many other resources on the ACS Guidance page under Departments &
Programs.
Please stay healthy and connected.
Mrs. Jacquie Almeida MEd
Professional School Counselor
. Just click on the link below.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19XETYyC148d_57nhW0m2_a3Qc045a46e/view

Leonia High School College Decision Flag Ceremony

Congratulations to Jasper Riza on his commitment to The Citadel, The
Military College of South Carolina

ACS Update - Dr. Martinez
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Much has occurred in the lives of our ACS students and families since we began distance learning
on March 16th. It has been an unprecedented and challenging time for all. Please allow me to
outline how the ACS teachers plan and continue to provide instruction that is differentiated for the
needs of students and families.
Since ACS consists of grade levels from Pre-K to Fifth grade, each grade level plans according to the
developmental academic needs and age appropriate cognitive development of their students. As
you are aware the attention span and development of a four year old is very different to that of a
seven year old, and a seven year old’s developmental milestones are different than a ten year olds.
Thus teachers of each grade level plan together for their students, but every grade level’s lessons
will not look the same. In addition because our younger students will always need the assistance of
an adult the schedules and video conferences will be designed in response to students and their
families working together. If at any point your child needs to have assignments adjusted for them
in order to promote their success, please email the child’s teacher immediately. Teachers are ready
to further differentiate assignments. Please read about our planning and instructional procedures
as follows:
Regarding consistent weekly plans:
Since ACS shifted into remote learning, the teachers have worked tirelessly to ensure that they
provide meaningful lessons. Grade levels meet on a weekly basis to develop plans that address the
essential skills necessary for their students to progress. It is important to note that these essential
skills are vastly different from pre-kindergarten to fifth grade. Our teachers consistently consult:
their knowledge of child development, our core curriculum, and outside staff development (ex,
Teachers College Reading and Writing Project). Therefore, the weekly work that families see at
home is the result of thoughtful instructional planning. It is work steeped in our philosophies that
each child deserves quality educational experiences.
Regarding teacher providing feedback:
While the grade level weekly plans provide consistency for families, we understand that this one
size fits all method does not (and will not) work for every child. You might find yourself at home
overwhelmed with the daily lessons because they might be too much. Or you might find that your
child breezes through the work quickly. Your first point of contact in either of these situations is
your child’s classroom teacher. Please do not hesitate to reach out to them since they are equipped
to provide both support and additional enrichment.

Regarding asynchronous (not live) vs synchronous (live such as Zoom) teaching:
Thankfully, our teachers have been re-imagining what it means to provide immediate feedback
while we continue to socially distance. Each week we see teachers embracing asynchronous (prerecorded videos) and synchronous (live video feeds) teaching models. We understand that there
are benefits and pitfalls to both types of digital learning. Yet, our teachers continue tapping into
both. Some methods have proven successful, while others haven’t due to the stress on both teacher
and student devices or internet services. Please know that our teachers are here to give students
continuity of community and learning as best they can during these times.
(Possible helpful video to watch on asynchronous flipped learning:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DMNFVyqTLRWnQ54D_SXHsWJvZTHXUiiB/view?)
I hope you and your families stay well. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or
comments, maria.martinez@leoniaschools.org.
Sincerely,
Maria Barcelo-Martinez

Please see a sample of a Pre-K Virtual Learning Day:
Unit Topic: Plants
Essential Question: How do plants grow and why are they important?
Focus Question: What are some different kinds of plants?
4/20
Time

Daily
Schedule

Directions/ Link to Resource

8:00 –

Morning
Meeting
Zoom

Review the types of plants (flower, tree,

Small Group

What do plants need?

8:30

8:30 9:00

bushes, grass, leaves)
Introduce song, Grow A Plant

Have your child identify each item, then have
them color/cut out images and place on a
piece of construction paper. (Find activity in

Google Classroom)

9:00 -

Free Choice

PLAY!

Music

Check out Ms. Jufer’s website:

10:00
10:00
- 10:30

https://sites.google.com/leoniaschools.org/ac
smusic/pre-k-1st

10:30 11:00

Activity with
Ms. Evensen

Finding items that start with the letter “P” for
plants! (flower pot, cooking pot, potatoe,
popcorn, pie, pink, phone, pretzel, pepper) then
after watching the video it's your turn to find
items that start with the letter “P”!
(Watch video on Google Classroom first before
completing it)
An Orange In January Written by: Dianna
Hutts Aston
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FfZL8B
Syak

11:00 -

Lunch

12:00

Are you eating any plants? Discuss the plants
the children are eating. If children are eating
multiple plants, compare them. If children are
eating food that was made from plants,
discuss the plants and the process of
preparing the food.

12:00 1:00

Outside/Snac
k

Go on a hunt in your yard to see if any weeds
are growing yet. Do you spot flowers
blooming? Do you spot any weeds?

1:00 -

Teacher Contact time via email.

1:30

Please see a sample of a fourth grade virtual day
I hope everyone had a wonderful weekend with their families. Welcome Back. �
Enjoy this Monday morning video by Mrs. Almeida:
http://rmd.me/w91dEb4IP6o
Here is our Agenda for the Day:
—————————————————————MATH - �
Please log in to your Pearson account and complete the Review What You Know as an Introduction
to Chapter 13. All answers can be typed into a google doc and SHARED with me. Reminder:
Perimeter can be found by adding all sides together for a sum.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=6mopAgqjkVM
Area can be found in two different ways:
1) By adding length + width + length + width
OR
2) By multiplying length x width in a rectangle or square
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8cz_IB65pZM
I have also attached a picture of an Area vs. Perimeter anchor chart below to help you review
Perimeter and Area if you need assistance.
—————————————————————READING - �
Please read for 45 min, log and have a parent initial. A Reading Log is attached below if you need a
new one or you can make your own.

We continue with Bridge to Terabithia Chapter 5 today. The link is provided below. The discussion
questions are as follows:
BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA
CHAPTER 5
1. Describe Janice Avery. Use evidence from the text to support your description.
2. What plan do Leslie and Jess come up with to get back at Janice for making May Belle cry?
3. How does Jess feel after implementing their plan? Use evidence from the text to support your
answer.
Please answer the questions in the same google doc as the previous chapters and SHARE with me
for feedback/comments.

—————————————————————WRITING - �
Today, we will design and color the cover of our graphic novels. All graphic novels will be
completed today. Tomorrow, we will talk further about recording ourselves (with a parent or older
sibling/relative to help) reading our graphic novels aloud. You can begin practicing today if you
would like just to get used to speaking into a video recording. NOTE: we will discuss this in further
detail tomorrow. �Just know that I would like to start sharing our graphic novel read alouds
during our Virtual Writing Celebration beginning at the end of this week and continuing into the
following week.
https://mrshooverblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/comic-templates.pdf
—————————————————————SOCIAL STUDIES - we will continue tomorrow
—————————————————————GYM Please visit the PE google classroom for today’s activity.
—————————————————————TECHNOLOGY Please visit the Technology google classroom for this week’s assignment.

LMS Update - Mr. Saco
Dear LMS Parent Community,
Now that we have one week of our newly revised daily bell schedule for Distance Learning, we
have implemented a small change to our daily attendance routine. The change is meant to simplify
how and where students post their attendance in the Specials classes like Phys. Ed., Technology,
Health, and A/B Day Cycles. Rather than posting their attendance in TWO places during a Specials
bell period, going forward students only need to post their daily attendance in the Google
Classrooms of the bell period classes that are SCHEDULED TO MEET each day as indicated by the
revised schedule.
Examples of what I mean:
Previous Attendance Routine: If a 7th grader has P2 A Day Phys Ed, and P2 B Day Tech on their
typical LMS schedule, that student would post their attendance in BOTH classes during P2, even
though technically P2 B Day Tech is no longer scheduled to meet under the new revised bell
schedule for Distance Learning.
New Simplified Attendance Routine: That same 7th grader in the example above only needs to
post their P2 attendance in A Day PE class. Although that student is still responsible for reviewing
lessons and completing work posted in B Day Tech class, they no longer need to post their
attendance in two places during P2.
This change in the attendance routine applies ONLY to posting student attendance. Students need
to continue using their designated Work Periods to review lessons and complete work posted in
their Google Classrooms for classes that are no longer scheduled to meet under the revised daily
bell schedule Distance Learning.
Feel free to contact me with any questions: david.saco@leoniaschools.org

LMS Birthday Shoutouts!!!

★ Adam Arriola - Happy 13th Birthday!
★ Sebastian Soh - Happy 13th Birthday!
★ Jayden Tejada- Happy 13th Birthday!

★ Emma Twomey- Happy 13th Birthday!
★ Hanah Kim - Happy 14th Birthday!
★ Nicholas Rodriguez- Happy 14th Birthday!
★ George Tatta- Happy 14th Birthday!
Today’s LMS Affirmations:
❖ IT’S OK TO MAKE MISTAKES.
❖ I AM STRONG AND DETERMINED.
❖ I SURROUND MYSELF WITH POSITIVE PEOPLE.

Quote of the Day: “One who gains strength by overcoming obstacles possesses the only strength which can
overcome adversity.” -Albert Schweitzer, Theologian

LHS Update - Mr. Kalender
Good Afternoon,
As everyone is aware Governor Murphy announced on Thursday that we will remain on distance
learning until at least May 15th, at which point he will reevaluate the situation. With this decision
the LHS administration has begun to review upcoming activities and events to make alternative
plans. We know that these events will not be what students had expected, but we are making
efforts to determine how we can hold these various events virtually. Once we have detailed plans
for these events we will make announcements via Remind, Twitter, Facebook, and the Daily
Announcements.
The district phone system has been down in recent days. If parents need to report a student
absence they can do so by emailing, Danielle.Spina@leoniaschools.org. If you need to reach the
LHS main office you can call Mr. Kalender at 201-676-0363 or Mr. Sernatinger at 862-239-6476.
Reminders:
·

Senior scholarship deadline is today

·
SIIP/JIIP forms can be accessed by clicking on the following link:
https://sites.google.com/a/leoniaschools.org/lhs-s-i-i-p-j-i-i-p/
·

Any student that needs working papers can email me at Charles.Kalender@leoniaschools.org

Be Safe & Stay Healthy!
Chuck Kalender

Special Services Update - Mr. Servis
Today’s update contains links to two great resources. The first one was shared by a parent of an
IEP student in the district and it is a webinar that features three students with learning disabilities.
There are some great tips for students with LDs during distance learning. It is also nice to see that
we are not alone during this crisis and that students from all over the country are experiencing
similar difficulties and having similar successes. The video is a little over an hour and can be found
here.
The second was shared with me by one of the district’s social workers. It is a comprehensive
website with links to all things mental health and Covid-19 related. Some topics include: Mental
Health Information For Disease Outbreaks, Financial Support, Tools And Information On Anxiety,
Tools To Connect With Others, and Webinars, Live Events, And Workshops. There is information for
parents and mental health care workers. Check it out here.
Good luck during week 5 of distance learning and call or email if you need anything.
Anthony
Anthony.Servis@leoniaschools.org
Google Voice: 201-815-4160

Student Services Update - Ms. Stein
As we work to keep ourselves, families and those who depend upon us, safe during these
unprecedented times, please see the helpful link.
Mental Health America has captured many resources that may help people cope with the anxiety,
stress and fear associated with the pandemic and promotes emotional wellness.
https://mhanational.org/covid19

Our Heroes of the Coronavirus Crisis

In this section, we will honor members of the Leonia School Community- both past and present who are on the front line fighting the coronavirus. We are thrilled to recognize their efforts.

*********************************************************************
Dr. Lauren Alise Peccorallo
Dr. Alise Peccorallo is a parent of three Leonia students and she’s also a frontline doctor dealing
with covid-19 at Mt Sinai and the Bronx hospitals.

*********************************************************************
Heather Courtney Squires - LHS Class of 1987
RN - Palisades Medical Center

Previous information from earlier updates can be found on the
district’s website front page. Click on COVID-19 and then choose a date
to see that day’s daily update.

