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“Parents should plant deeply the seed of the work ethic into the hearts and habits of their
children.” Joseph B. Wirthlin

As another school year is quickly approaching its end, thousands of parents have completed
an application for their child to be in the upcoming lottery for September admission. One of
the interesting things about the Icahn schools is that except for Kindergarten, there are few
openings in the other grades. The reason is simple. Parents do not take their children out of
an Icahn school.
Of the many reasons why parents applied is the issue of safety, security, reputation, high
achievement, discipline, structure and most importantly, the teachers and administrators.
Parents feel welcome and like the overall environment found at Icahn schools. It would be
difficult to argue against these points but above all, there is one common reason why 22,000
parents applied last year for less than 250 seats. Parents are looking towards the future and
that is what makes them, their children and us, different.
We all want the best for our children. Icahn parents know that the quality of the education
program in the early years, leads to success in the later years. The staff and I are so very
proud of the tremendous numbers of our graduates who pass the admission test for specialized high schools, parochial schools, private schools and screened schools. It is an amazing
feeling to learn how many of our graduates receive scholarships, either full or partial, to
help the families meet tuitions in the private and parochial schools. This does not happen by
chance. You, as parents, instilled the value of hard work and dedication in your
children. You made certain they were ready to learn. You did not sit back and
just send your child to a neighborhood school that had a history of failure. No.
You investigated, you applied and you held on to hope. You promised yourself
that if your child was accepted, you would do everything to support and
encourage. I can still hear the cheer and thanks of those parents at the lottery
drawing when their child’s name was drawn. I can still see the tears of joy.
Our graduating parents have tears of joy again. It is through those watery eyes that they see
their child’s future developing before their eyes. Their heart pounds and they proudly say,
“My child is a success.”
I find the greatest joy in a life of service. Having the opportunity to develop young minds
and guide them to their full potential, is a gift. The pride in seeing the development of our
children to young adults is like no other feeling in the world. One thing is certain, even the
incredibly talented teachers and administrators at Icahn schools could not achieve greatness
if not for the one magic ingredient…the continued support and confidence of the Icahn
parents!!!
As always, thank you for your wonderful children.
Jeff Litt
Superintendent
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROGRESS REPORTS

#5

Thursday, June 8, 2017

#6

Friday, July 14, 2017

Icahn Charter Schools 2016-2017
Monday -the
following Tuesday
Monday-Friday

April 10-18

May 29 -June 2

Spring Recess (Passover & Good Friday)
(Schools Closed)
Memorial Week (Schools Closed)
Staff & students return on Monday, June 5th

Monday

June 26

Eid al-Fitr (Schools Closed)

Monday

July 4

Independence Day (schools Closed)

Friday

July 14

Last Day for Students and Staff
(12:00 p.m. Dismissal)

Remaining Saturday Academy Scheduled for 2016-2017
April 1, 22, 29, 2017
New York State Math Exam
Grades 3 - 8
May 2 - 4, 2017
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NEW YORK STATE EXAMS… 2016-2017
ELA NYS Exams
March 28-30 2017… ELA Grades 3-8
NYSESLAT Speaking
April 10—May 19, 2017
Math NYS Exams
May 2—4, 2017 … Math Grades 3-8
NYSESLAT Listening, Reading & Writing
May 8—19, 2017
NYS Science Performance
May 24-26, 2017 … Grades 4 & 8
NYS Science Written
June 5, 2017 … Grades 4 & 8
IOWA Exams
June 6—16, 2017
Algebra 1 Regents
June 15, 2017
Living Environment
June 16, 2017

15 School Days Before the New York State Mathematics Exam
for Grades 3-8
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New York State Mathematics Exam Countdown…

There are 15 School Days Left Before the New York
State Mathematics Exam for Grades 3 - 8

***************************************
ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #1
At Icahn Charter School #1, an active energy permeates the halls as students continue to actively strive
for excellence. Our Elementary School students (K-2)
are visiting the Metropolitan Museum of Art to
engage in reflection, interpretation, and evaluation of
works of art. The continued use of technology in our
classrooms continues to provide our students with
rigor, differentiation and a wide range of learning
opportunities using various platforms. These
programs provide teachers with a broad range of
assessments, while also keeping students engaged,
involved and actively learning.
A heartfelt thank you to our parents for their attendance at the workshops conducted by our Lehman Math consultants, Mrs. Kaminer, Mrs. Greenberg’s and Mrs.
Kepke (Icahn’s Math Target Assistant teacher). Parents worked in pairs to solve
Math problems similar to the questions their child may see on the upcoming NYS
exam.
Our teachers and staff are working diligently to best prepare your child for the
upcoming NYS ELA and Mathematics exam. Parents, continue to ask your child to
share his/ her work for the day. We are confident that we will do well because of the
commitment, hard work and effort shared by all.
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ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #2
We took the train to NBC Studios on a class trip, and walked for a while until we saw the
building. The minute we entered the building, we were met with the spacious and mystifying interior lobby, which was filled with people. From there, we were greeted by two
tour guides, who took us upstairs to begin a tour of the building. We saw the set for
Saturday Night Live, and were told the history of it and how everything worked. Next, we
saw how news broadcast works, and the many different jobs that are behind a smooth show.
We were able to see the different station in which the people worked, and even saw a few
people inside doing their various jobs. After this, the tour guides led us into a dark room
where we were able to make our very own television segment. Everyone was assigned a
specific job, such as a cameraman, the host, the guest, and more. When we finished making
our recordings we were escorted back downstairs and told that the tour was over.

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #3
The arts are alive at Icahn #3!! Learning through an Expanded Arts Program (LEAP)
provides day and after-school programming for our students using visual arts to teach
content areas. Our teaching artist, Suzanne DeMarco taught our students about Pablo
Picasso and Vincent Van Gogh. They had the opportunity to visit the Metropolitan
Museum of Art to view these artists’ works and to draw their own replications of these
paintings. In her after-school program with third graders, the students are creating a
mobile compilation. In fourth grade after-school with teaching artist, Wendy LukerMcWade, students are creating a mural based upon the murals of famous artists such as
Diego Rivera and Michelangelo. We can’t wait to see the Icahn #3 artists display their
work.
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ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #4
With the New York State Tests around the corner, the members of the National
Honor Society of Icahn Charter School 4 thought they would help alleviate the
anxiety and concerns of some of the newer test takers. This is the first year the 3rd
grade is taking the assessment and all it took was a visit from the honor society to
gain some confidence. The students worked on ELA strategies, rereading to get a
better understanding of a text, and how to properly answer short response
questions. "I can't believe they use the same strategies as us," one student
exclaimed. It was really an eye-opening moment which gave even the honor society
a different perspective of how important strategies are on the New York State Tests.
Good luck to all Icahn schools!

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #5
Spring is here!!! It seems as though it were yesterday that we were welcoming students
back to school. Now we are almost at the end of another wonderful school year. As they
say, time flies when you’re having fun!!!
Our faculty and students have never been more focused. Each day as I walk into the
classrooms, I see a tremendous amount of focus on the faces of our students. All lessons
provided to our young future leaders are engaging and exciting. Students in each classroom understand what he/she needs to do because communication is on-going. Our
school community is always characterized by high student engagement, wherein
students want to attend school, strive to do their very best, participate actively in the
learning process, and are held accountable for their work. Due to these factors and your
partnering with us, our school has been one of nineteen schools that were nominated
for a National Blue Ribbon by the U.S. Department of Education.
Here are a few things to keep in mind as the school year draws near to a close. Because
the state exams are over does not mean that the school year is over. Homework still
needs to be done daily. Also, we cannot teach students if they are not present, therefore,
students need to be in school daily. Lastly, your support is just as important now as it
was in the beginning of year. Please keep the lines of communication with your child’s
teacher (s) open and ongoing. Lets end the school year on a positive note.
As always, thank you for your support.
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ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #6
The teachers and students at Icahn #6 have been working diligently in the
classroom as we come to the end of our fourth marking period. Our K-2 students
have been developing their reading, writing, and math skills, and are preparing for
their final LEAP presentation. All classes recently visited the MET in conjunction
with the program, and had a fabulous time! Our third through sixth grade students
have been tirelessly preparing for success on the upcoming NYS exams. The
persistence of our students and staff alike is commendable, and we are so proud!
Icahn 6 Middle School students in Grade 5 recently began their residency
with Ballroom Basix, and students are eager to learn a variety of dances!
Furthermore, the first Icahn 6 Basketball team has been announced and students
are working hard at practice, ready to take on their first opponent next month!
There are so many wonderful things to look forward to as the year progresses, and
we are eager to see all that is to come for the students and staff at Icahn 6!

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL #7
The spring season is off to a great start here at Icahn Charter School #7! The second
half of the school year is always very busy with a host of events, such as state testing,
parent workshops, and our 100 Book Challenge Ceremonies. We are very proud that
this marking period we were able to launch two new programs and activities at
Icahn Charter #7. We have started our basketball club and our Ballroom Basix
dancing program. Our Icahn #7 Basketball Club meets every Friday and services our
students in grades 3—5. Our Ballroom Basix dancing tutors work with our students
in the 5th grade. Our 5th graders are learning how to dance to culturally diverse routines like the merengue, the waltz, and the tango. A final project in this program will
be for the students to have a Ballroom Basix Bash performance. Our 5 th graders will
work together with students from Icahn Charter School #6 to put on a performance
to showcase all they have learned. It promises to be a great and exciting event!
In addition to our two new programs, Icahn #7 was able to put on its first art show
for our parents in grades K—2. The parents met with our LEAP artist and were able
to visit each class to see the wonderful artistic pieces each student had produced.
We are so proud of the excellent artwork the students created.
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