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Copy of original “bill of sale” between indigenous people and colonists. 1661
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE (Shanarocke) and COLONISTS
1. Which sentence suggests that Shanarocke sold the land to John Budd?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

2. How did Shanarocke mark the path of the land sold to John Budd?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. Draw the mark of Shanarocke.

4. Draw a Native symbol to represent your mark.

5. Describe your symbol/mark.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
6. Find as many words as you can that are spelled differently.
Write them on the lines below.
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
7. Why is setting important to this story?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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SHENEROCKWELL’S PEOPLE … THE DELAWARE

Although specific names of different Iroquois tribes are used in NYS history, it is
the Delaware who were most represented. The indigenous people, like
Shenerockwell, who lived in Rye Town area were nomadic. They traveled by water in
canoes.: 1) a small dugout style made of elm trees. 2) a larger made of white oak
which was the heaviest wood that was buoyant (floatable). The larger canoes
allowed them to trade more easily with other native people who lived across Long
Island sound. A mortar and pestle were found in Rye Town Park, a sign that they
made their homes on the coast.
They also traveled on foot paths that have become The Boston Post Road (Route 1),
Milton Road, Forest Avenue, Rye City. They never saw a horse on the east coast
until the 1600’s. Horses came from Cortez invasion of Mexico. They never used
“wheels” for transportation. They built their homes to last for one season. They
were wigwams made of green (easily bent) willow branches.
Smallpox epidemics of the 16th century killed 75% of the native population.
Their food was taken from the sea and the surrounding woodlands: fish, rabbits,
deer. Their style of growing crops was “slash and burn”. This means they grew the
crop, harvested it then cut it down and burned what was left. They had small
gardens and grew one crop per garden: corn, beans, squash. Evidence is found on
Fox Island Road, Columbus Park, Port Chester.
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Their families were matrilineal: the line of descent of the family was from the
mother. This comes from their belief that the earth is our mother. The
responsibility for the family’s well being was the mother’s. When a couple married
they went to live in the bride’s mother’s home. Women were the decision makers
even choosing the men who would govern.
The indigenous were not literate. They had no alphabet. The used beads and shells,
wampum, of different colors to represent ideas and told stories and made
agreements with them. Their language was strictly speaking and listening. Children
learned directly from family and tribal leaders.
1. Which sentence suggests that the indigenous people believed that the land was
for everyone?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
2. Write a summary of this story.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
3. Read these sentences.
(a) The indigenous people, like Shenerockwell, who lived in the Rye Town were
nomadic.
What does the word “nomadic” mean?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
(b) The families were matrilineal: the line of descent was from the mother.
What does the word “matrilineal” mean?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
4. Why is the setting important to this story?
Use two details from the story to support your response.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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ANNE HUTCHINSON:
1591-1643
Anne Hutchinson, a Puritan woman born in England to a religious, but
independent thinking family, came to the Massachussetts Bay colony in search of a
place where she could worship freely. She discovered that the colony’s rules were
extremely intolerant. Her idea that people could directly communicate with God
without the help of the ministers or the Bible quickly landed her in trouble with the
colony’s theocracy a government led by religious leaders.
As Anne’s popularity with the people grew, more and more of them
attended her “meetings”. The magistrates, led by Governor John Winthrop, took
action. First they stopped Anne’s brother-in-law from becoming a minister, then
they banished him from the colony.
Anne, a respected midwife, continued to hold meetings at her house
until the magistrates convicted and punished all those who stood by her. Then in
1637 at age 46 and pregnant with her sixteenth child, Anne Hutchinson faced a
panel of 40 male judges who accused her of holding meetings that were “not
tolerable”* in the sight of God. In addition to heresy, going against accepted
beliefs, she was also accused of sedition which means trying to overthrow the
government.
Anne skillfully defended herself by insisting that holding meetings to
discuss religion in your home was a common practice in England, and that since God
spoke to her directly, only God could judge her. But in the end, the panel found her
guilty as charged and banished her. She and her family left the colony after the
birth of her child in spring of 1638. At first she followed Roger Williams, another
popular advocate of religious freedom, to Rhode Island. Later she moved to East
Chester, New York (now the Bronx). There she and members of her family were
killed during an attack by native Americans.
The courage of people like Anne Hutchinson was not enough to change
the laws in her time. The intolerance of the Puritan theocracy which condemned her
would result in more terrible trials and punishments: persecution of Quakers from
1658 to 1661 and the hangings of four Quakers. Finally in 1692, in Salem,
Massachussetts, the fanaticism of men and women like those who persecuted Anne
Hutchinson resulted in the infamous Witch trials during which time many innocent
women and one man were condemned as witches and put to death
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ANNE HUTCHINSON
1.Which sentence suggests that Anne Hutchinson felt confident in her beliefs?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
2.Write a summary of Anne’s life in 17th century New England.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
3. Read these sentences:
(a) The intolerance of the Puritan theocracy which condemned her would
result in more terrible trials.
What does the word theocracy mean?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
(b) The panel found her guilty as charged and banished her.
What does the word “banished” mean?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
4.Which detail supports the idea that Anne was a devoted wife and mother?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
5. What did Anne do differently from the others that made her an outsider?
Use two details from the story to support your responses.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
6. Why is the setting important to this story? Use two details from the story to
support your response.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Partial transcript of trial of Anne Hutchinson by elders of Massachussetts Bay
Colony.Governor Winthrop presiding. 1637
Governor Winthrop
Why do you keep such a meeting at your house as you do every week upon a set day?
Anne Hutchinson
It is lawful for me to do so, as it is all your practices, and can you find a warrant for
yourself and condemn me for the same thing? The ground of my taking it up was, when I
first came to this land because I did not go to such meetings as those were, it was presently
reported that I did not allow of such meetings, but held them unlawful and therefore, in
that regard, they said I was proud and did despise all ordinances…but it was in practice
before I came. Therefore I was not the first.
Governor Winthrop
By what warrant do you continue such a course?
Anne Hutchinson
I conceive there lies a clear rule in Titus (the Bible) that the elder women should instruct
the younger and then I must have a time wherein I must do it.
Governor Winthrop
All this I grant you, but what is this to the purpose that you, Mrs. Hutchinson, must call a
company together to come to be taught of you?
Anne Hutchinson
If you look upon the rule in Titus, it is a rule to me. If you convince me that it is no rule, I
shall yield .
Governor Winthrop
You know there is no rule that crosses another, but this rule crosses that in Corinthians.
You must take it in this sense: that elder women instruct the younger about their business
and to love their husbands and not to make them clash.
Anne Hutchinson:
If any come to my house to be instructed in the ways of God what rule have I to put them
away? Do you think it not lawful for me to teach women and why do you call me to teach the
court?
Governor Winthrop:
We do not call you to teach the court. Those who have frequented your meetings have flown
off from magistrates and ministers…since they have come to you. It will not stand well with
the commonwealth that families should be neglected for so many neighbors and dames and
so much time spent. We see no rule of God for this. We see not than any should have
authority to set up any other exercises besides what authority hath already set up and so
what hurt comes of this you will be guilty of and we for suffering you.
Anne Hutchinson:
Sir, I do not believe that to be so.
Governor Winthrop:
Well, we see how it is. We must therefore put it away from you or restrain you from
maintaining this course.
Anne Hutchinson:
If you have a rule for it from God’s word you may.
Governor Winthrop:
We are your judges and not you ours and we must compel you to it.
Anne Hutchinson:
If it please you by authority to put it down
I will freely let you for I am subject to your authority.
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TRIAL OF ANNE HUTCHINSON
1. Which sentence suggests that Anne does not feel
the same way Governor Winthrop does?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
2. Write a summary of the trial transcript
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
3. Read these sentences
(a) If you convince me that it is no rule, I shall yield.
What does the word “yield” mean in this sentence?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
(b) We are your judges and not you ours and we must compel you to it.
What does the word “compel” mean in this sentence?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
4. What did Anne do differently from the others that led to this trial?
Use two details from this account to support your response.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

What happened to Anne Hutchinson?
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THE STORY OF PETER LEE
Source: Greenwich Time article,
by Frank MacEachern, March 7, 2010
Interview with Richard Hourahan, archivist

On a Sunday in late November, 1836, Peter
Henry Lee left his home in Greenwich to go
to Port Chester, N.Y. to meet someone.
Whatever Lee thought the meeting would be
about – maybe a drink with a friend, maybe
the possibility of a job – he didn’t know its
aim was to return him to a life of slavery.
Waiting for Lee, an escaped slave from
Virginia, on the other side of the bridge over
the Byram River, was a group of four men.
To set the trap, a man who knew Lee was paid
$1.50 to lure him over the bridge. Once Lee
reached the New York side of the river, he
was jumped, bound and taken back to New
York City where, after several months of
legal wrangling, he was returned to slavery.
He would never return to the freedom he
enjoyed with his wife and children in what
today is Byram.

Peter Lee’s daring escape:
In 1832 he and about 15 others staged a daring escape from slavery by stealing a
boat in Northampton County, Virginia and sailing it to New York City. This escape
made Lee a double felon because he stole himself (he was a slave, he belonged to
someone else) and he stole the watercraft(boat). But New York City was not the
end because “the farther north, the safer.” He went to live in Connecticut.
Bad timing: Historians say that New York state at that time was more permissive of
slave catching than Connecticut. That is the reason the slave-catchers lured Lee
across the river into New York state. New York state didn’t establish a Personal
Liberty law until 1840, four years after Peter Lee’s capture even though it had
abolished slavery in 1827.
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PETER LEE
1. Which detail best supports the idea that Lee was brave?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

2. Write a summary of this story?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
3. Read this sentence:
“Historians say that New York State at the time was more permissive of
slave catching than Connecticut.”
What does the word “permissive” mean?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

4. Short Response: What did Lee do during his daring escape?
Use two details from the story to support your response.
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Why is the setting important to this story?
Use two details from the story to support your response.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
____________________

12

NELSON BARTRAM 1832-1886
Near the heart of Port Chester, New
York, is a small park that sits on a bluff.
A good position to hold the high ground.
In that park there is a bronze statue of
Colonel Nelson Bartram of the 17th NY
Volunteers and the 20th United States
Colored Troops.The monument sits on a
triangular park, facing southwest at the
fork of U. S. #1, the Boston Post Road .
It consists of a bronze eagle sitting
atop an ornate granite obelisk. Below
the eagle is an ornate carving of the
Union shield. The current eagle is a
replacement that was attached during a
2008 restoration of the monument.
th
.Nelson Bartram was born in Westport, New York on January 7 1832.
The family moved to New York City where he grew up. On the eve of the
Civil War he was a teacher and a principal in a public school at West 24th
street. Bartram gave up a good paying job to volunteer to lead the 17th
NY volunteers, the first in the state to join the Army of the Potomac.
They fought in the earliest battles of the Civil War, fulfilled their 90
day commitments, then re-enlisted.
Bartram was called back to service to be the commanding officer of the
20th Infantry, US Colored Troops, which was organized on Riker’s Island,
New York harbor on February 9, 1864, to serve three years. The 20th
Infantry served in the Department of the East to March 1864, in the
District of New Orleans, Dept. of the Gulf to January 1865 and in the
Southern Division of the Gulf, until it was honorably discharged and
mustered out October 7, 1865, six months after the war was officially
over. He was a distinguished soldier in each command he was given.
After the war, Bartram became one of the Deputy Collectors of the Port
Of New York. He was married to Annie Van Dyke in 1857; they had 4 sons
and 2 daughters. He died in 1886 on December 25th at 108 West 45th
Street, New York City and is buried in White Plains.
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NELSON BARTRAM
1. Which sentence suggests that Bartram feels slavery should be abolished?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
2. Write a summary of this story?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
3. Read this sentence:
“My friends call me a fool for resigning from my good paying job to organize
this regiment.”
What does the word “regiment” mean?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
4. Which detail best supports the idea that Bartram made a sacrifice?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
5. Bartram thinks Lincoln’s call for volunteers is important because____________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
6. What did Bartram do differently from the others that made him a human rights
hero? Use two details from the story to support your response.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
7. Why is the setting important to this story?
Use two details from the story to support your response.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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WILLIAM WARD - WARD’S CASTLE

Port Chester Post Office Mural of Ward’s Castle set in the late 19th century.
Muralists Domenica Mortellito and Gustavo Cenci were commissioned
throughTRAP ,Treasury Relief Art Project, of the WPA in 1936.

Ward’s Castle, also known as Ward’s house, is located off Comly Avenue and
King Street in Port Chester. When built from 1873-1876, Ward’s house was
the first reinforced concrete building constructed in the United States
demonstrating the construction potential of an engineered combination of
steel and concrete.
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It is a large, imposing structure with over a dozen rooms and spacious halls.
It is dominated by a four story octagonal tower at one corner and a second
shorter square tower at another corner containing tanks for potable and
fire-fighting water supply.
The Ward house, named for builder William E. Ward, a mechanical engineer,
is the first and oldest extant reinforced concrete building in the United
States. It is constructed of Portland cement concrete reinforced with Ibeams and rods of iron. Only the doors, window frames and trim are of wood.
No attempt was made to disguise the reinforced concrete. Rather, the
design stressed concrete’s character as a building material. The structure
demonstrated the practicality of reinforced concrete as a construction
material for fireproof permanent structures. Mr. Ward’s mother was his
inspiration for this as she was terrified that fire might destroy her home.
Ward’s house introduced the building industry to a new type of construction
that spread throughout the country promoting the nation’s development.
William Ward was also a founder and owner of a tools, nuts and bolt
factory, Russell, Burdsall and Ward, which employed hundreds of residents
of Rye Town (Rye Brook and Port Chester) throughout the 20th century.
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WILLIAM WARD

WARD’S CASTLE

1. Which sentence suggests the Ward House has a claim to fame?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
2. Write a summary of the story?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. Read this sentence:
“Ward House is constructed entirely of Portland cement concrete
reinforced with I-beams and rods of iron.”
What does the word “reinforce” mean in this sentence?
_________________________________________________________
4. Which detail best supports the idea that concrete is a practical building
material?
_________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
5. What did William Ward do differently from others that made his home
unique?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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LAVINIA HORTON 1826-1912
When Lavinia Horton was born on a small
farm near White Plains on September 11,
1826, the United States was a very young
country. Lavinia was the youngest of 11
brothers and sisters and always wanted to
become a teacher. When her mother died,
Lavinia was 16 and had to move in with an
older sister, Mrs, Jesse Lounsbury who lived
in Greenwich. Mr. Lounsbury was a teacher
and recognized Lavinia’s interest in education
and helped her with her studies. After
attending Albany Normal School, Lavinia
started teaching in area schools for $2.00 a week.
In 1855 Port Chester’s Board of Education hired Lavinia Horton to be in
charge of the Girls Dept. at the South Main Street School. She was
appointed principal of the school in 1863. Lavinia’s position as principal was
never secure because school board members thought a woman was not strong
enough to take charge of so large (330 pupils) a school. However, a report
from the Commissioner of Education in 1870 stated, “Frequent visits to the
school have shown us good discipline and application of duties by the
teachers, and the scholars are interested.”
After retiring from the public school system in 1881, Lavinia Horton
continued to teach in a private school she started in her home on the corner
of Smith and William Streets. Her passion for education took a new turn
when she ran for the School Board in 1887. For a woman to seek public
office in those days was rare. Her first opponent, Captain E.F. Studwell, was
a popular and charismatic businessman. The first voting resulted in a tie so
there was a second election which Lavinia won 279 to 285.
Lavinia Horton was elected president of the School Board ten times in her
eleven years on the board (1888-1898.) She was the first woman to be
elected to a school board in New York State. Her former students were
always the strongest supporters for “the Governor” as they affectionately
called her. Lavinia continued to teach until just a few days before her death.
Port Chester’s Village Hall was originally named the Lavinia M. Horton School
when it was built in 1922. Many believe the teacher mural in the Port
Chester Post Office is modeled after Lavinia Horton. We hope so, she
deserves it.
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LAVINIA HORTON
EDUCATOR

1. Which sentence suggests
that Lavinia felt confident of
her ability to be principal?
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
2. Write a summary of
Lavinia’s story as an educational leader.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. Read these sentences:
(a) “Captain E. F. Studwell was a popular and charismatic businessman.”
What does the word ‘charismatic” mean in this sentence?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
(b) “for a woman to seek public office in those days was rare.”
What does the word “rare” mean in this sentence?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
4. Which detail best supports the idea that women were not equal to men in
the late 19th century when Lavinia Horton lived?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
5. What did Lavinia/the teacher in the mural do differently from the
teachers today? Use two details to support your response.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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LUIGI DEL BIANCO 1892-1969

Mount Rushmore, the 500 foot high mountain monument, was designed by
sculptor Gutzon Borglum. Work began on October 4, 1927 and ended in 1941
with Mr. Borglum’s death. Some of the project’s funding came from FDR’s
New Deal WPA.
Mount Rushmore is the largest carving in the world. It depicts four U.S.
presidents: George Washington who symbolizes the founding of our country;
Thomas Jefferson who was responsible for the writing of the Declaration of
Independence; Abraham Lincoln who stands for the preservation of the
union and Theodore Roosevelt who completes Columbus’s dream to connect
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by building the Panama Canal.
Italian born Luigi Del Bianco, shown working on the lip of Jefferson, was
chief carver on the Mount Rushmore memorial from 1933 through 1940. He
was responsible for the faces’ “refinement of expression”. Designer Gutzon
Borglum wrote that “he(Bianco) is the only intelligent, efficient stone carver
on the work who understands the language of the sculptor.” One unusual job
Del Bianco did was patch the crack on Jefferson’s lip; it is now undetectable.
Although not as well known as Borglum, Del Bianco is a legend in his adopted
hometown of Port Chester, New York where his family and namesake Lou Del
Bianco still live. Recently a memorial was placed on North Regent Street,
Port Chester to honor Luigi Del Bianco’s work on our most iconic landmark.
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LUIGI DEL
BIANCO
Memorial on North
Regent Street, Port
Chester, N.Y.

1. Which sentence
suggests that
Gutzon Borglum felt
confident in Del
Bianco’s (Bianco’s)
abilities?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. Summarize the story of Luigi Del Bianco’s work on Mount Rushmore.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. (a) Read this sentence: One unusual job Del Bianco did was patch the
crack on Jefferson’s lip; it is now undetectable.
What does “undetectable” mean in this sentence?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
4. Port Chester honored Luigi Del Bianco’s legacy because______________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
5. Which detail best supports the idea that Del Bianco had an unusual job as
a sculptor?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
6. What did Del Bianco do differently from the others that made him
chief carver?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
8. Why is the setting important to this story?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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EXTENDED RESPONSE TO CLOSE READING…
TOPIC: LOCAL CHAMPIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Extended Response Writing: Follow the instructions below and
write a well developed response.
Port Chester has many local champions that shaped the landscape
of our village.
Choose one champion you read about and write a well-developed
response.
Use details from what you have read to support your response.

Be sure to include:
*An introduction about the champion that answers the questions:
who? what? when? and where?
*Describe how your champion was an ordinary person with
extraordinary qualities.
*Describe any obstacles or struggles your champion experienced.
*What mark your champion left on our community.
*How your champion inspires you to leave your mark on Port
Chester?
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