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Congratulations to the 20182019 2A State Runner-Ups!

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has
approved a multi-million dollar grant project to
build a district Safe Room in Barnwell School
District 45. The School
District Safe Room will host
emergency personnel for life
-safety purposes and provide
protection for county
residents during severe
weather. The safe room may
be able to accommodate an
estimated 950 people during
a weather-related emergency.
Officials from South Carolina Emergency
Management Division and Barnwell County
Emergency Management Agency met with the
school district on Thursday, January 17, 2019 for
the official kickoff meeting.
In the first phase of the project, District 45 will
hire an engineer to assess all potential sites to
determine feasibility, design and cost-efficiency.
District 45 was awarded $216,000 with a Federal
share of $162,000 and a non-federal share of
$54,000 to complete the initial steps of the project.
A construction date will be announced after FEMA
approves the proposed plan.
“So much work has gone into getting to this point,
and we are thrilled that it is coming to fruition.
This is a great success for not only our school
district, but our community and the entire county,”
said District Superintendent Crissie Stapleton.
(Continued on Page 10)
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WARHORSES
THANK YOU!
The Barnwell School District 45 family thanks our School
Board members for their dedication to our district!
We celebrate them in January, during School Board
Recognition Month, and throughout the year!

Barnwell School District 45
Barnwell School District 45 Announces a
$523,799 Increase to the District’s Reserve
Balance
In the December 2018 school board meeting, the
district announced they had added $523,799 to the fund
balance for the general fund, which is the
district’s largest operating fund. The
district now has $4,049,324 in reserve,
which is enough money to cover three
months of district operations.
During that meeting, the Superintendent and Board
recognized the hard work and dedication of the district’s
finance department. When discussing the audit, B45 Chief
Financial Officer Steven Strother stated, “Change in fund
balance is the difference in revenue received and expenses
incurred. An increase in fund balance means the district spent
less than it received in revenue, thus indicating an increase in
its positive financial position.”
Auditor David Enzastiga from the Rish & Enzastiga
firm commended the district on a strong audit report during the
school board’s December meeting. According to
Superintendent Stapleton, “Both the Board of Trustees and I
take very seriously our responsibility to this community and
staff to be fiscally accountable. We sincerely appreciate our
stakeholders and the Barnwell 45 staff for trusting us to make
the decisions that are best for this district we all love so
dearly."

GARRY BAXLEY AND MARIE HALL

Congratulations to Mr. Baxley and
Mrs. Hall! They received plaques
during the December School Board
Meeting for becoming certified as
School Business Officials by the
South Carolina Association of
School Business Officials.

Barnwell School District 45 Announces the New Swiss Krono Apprentices
Congratulations to Nathan Anderson and Charles Davis! We are so proud of you!
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Barnwell School District 45
Barnwell School District 45 Honors Veterans
The school district held its Veterans Day celebration
Friday, November 9, 2018 at Barnwell Primary School
starting with a breakfast for veterans. After breakfast, the
Veterans took an “Appreciation Walk” as lines of BPS
students waved America flags and expressed their thanks
to the Veterans in our community. Representative
Lonnie Hosey welcomed the crowd gathered in the
Barnwell Primary School auditorium. Abraham Sexton,
a Barnwell School District 45 school board member and
an Army veteran, gave the invocation.
The Veterans Day observance also included the
presentation of the colors by the Barnwell High School
JROTC unit. The Barnwell High School Singers sang the
national anthem and a patriotic musical selection. The
musical tribute continued as third graders did an interpretive dance to “Ragged Old Flag”, the Barnwell Primary
School chorus sang, and second graders did a short program entitled “Our Salute to Veterans.” The Barnwell High
School Scarlet Knights provided instrumental accompaniment
and played the march songs for each branch of the armed forces,
at which time Veterans stood to be recognized and honored.
Superintendent Stapleton spoke on behalf of the district, “We
thank you for being heroes to those of us in this room—to our
students, to their families, and to the entire community. Today,
people throughout the country will gather together to remember,
to honor, and to pay gratitude to those who have served our
country. To our Veterans...you have sacrificed so that we can
live in freedom. Thank you for that, and thank you for being
heroes our children can look up to.”

Barnwell School District 45 salutes
our Veterans!

MR. ABRAHAM SEXTON
Congratulations for your 10 years
of service to Barnwell School
District 45 as a Board of Trustee.
We appreciate your dedication to
our students, families, and staff!
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Barnwell School District 45
Festival of Trees
In December, BSD45 kicked off the holiday season with the
1st Annual Festival of Trees. Community members, local
businesses, student organizations and teachers sponsored and
decorated trees that adorned the halls of the district office for
several days. Each tree represented a message or theme, and
each had a personality all its own. Visitors viewed and placed
bids on the trees with the hopes of placing the highest bid and
taking home their favorite.
Hosted by BSD45 Teacher Forum, the event proved to be a
fulfilling success. Although it was planned as a fundraiser, the
true reward came in seeing the community and schools come
together in a warm and inviting way. Proceeds from the
festival will be used to provide a scholarship to a BHS senior
pursuing a degree in education, fund the End-Of-The-Year
Teacher Celebration and aid in implementing several other
Teacher Forum projects.

2019 Game Day Cheer Squad State Champions
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Barnwell School District 45
Active Shooter Training Drills in Barnwell School District 45
Throughout January and February, the schools of Barnwell School District 45 were turned into training facilities for
law enforcement agencies. Barnwell School District 45 partnered with the Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office to
coordinate multiagency active shooter drills in conjunction with Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office, Barnwell City
Police, Barnwell Fire Department, and Barnwell County Emergency Management. The drills did not begin until
students were off the campus for the day, at which time law
enforcement officials were able to simulate real-life situations
and use the hallways and classrooms for training. All school
district administrators and staff participated in the trainings,
as well.
The drills were planned to allow law enforcement and school
officials to collaborate on the training process and to make
the simulations as realistic as possible. The school
administrators also coordinated with athletic events and
afterschool programs to ensure no students were present.
The Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office considered these soft
drills; therefore, some circumstances, such as closing the streets, initiating a staging area, and having ambulances on
site, were discussed as part of the trainings but not actually done during the trainings. After the trainings concluded
on each site, Barnwell School District 45 administrators and staff had a debriefing with law enforcement officials.
Chief Steve Griffith of the Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office noted the importance of these types of trainings for his
staff, as well, “Our staff appreciates the opportunity to participate in these types of simulated situations with school
officials and staff. This helps us to be as prepared as possible when completing future trainings and when responding
to actual threats or emergency situations.”
The district and schools have a strong relationship with all law
enforcement and emergency management agencies and have worked
in close collaboration throughout the school year to improve safety
plans. As a follow-up to these active shooter training exercises, the
school district will again revisit and review procedures and policies,
and everyone will reflect upon how improvements can be made.
Lessons learned during these discussions and the trainings will be
used to further enhance the safety plans for both the school district
and all agencies involved.
According to Superintendent Stapleton, “Although we work diligently
to have our administrators, staff, and students practice regularly in the
schools to be prepared for emergency situations, having more in-depth trainings with the local law enforcement and
emergency agencies allows us to be better prepared and to experience more realistic scenarios when applying our
procedures and practices.” Both the school district and law enforcement officials consider these trainings as
something they will continue to build upon, working together to support all county resources in the event of any
major emergency in the county. As was stated by Superintendent Stapleton, “We completed a training like this at our
high school last February. It is beneficial to now complete these trainings at each school across the district,
because each school is different in structure and layout. We also want all staff members to have the opportunity
to be a part of these trainings. We continue striving to improve our emergency management plans and to
continue collaborating with our local law enforcement and emergency response agencies.”

5| P a g e

Barnwell School District 45
Barnwell Primary School

Barnwell Elementary School

734 Hagood Avenue • Barnwell, SC 29812

10524 Marlboro Avenue • Barnwell, SC 29812

803-541-1320

803-541-1285

Highlights

Highlights

• Community Outreach: Healthy Minds & Bodies
Workshop at YMCA, Family STEAM Night,
Veterans Day Program, McDonald’s
McTeacher’s Night
• Scholastic Book Fair Raised $3,720 for the
Purchase of Media Center Tables
• Field Trips: Downtown Barnwell, State Fair,
Pruitt Health, C-Boy Farms, Imperial
Theater, Bell Auditorium
• Reading is Magic Magician Show
• 3rd Grade Students Participated in Betabox
Hands-On Technology Lab
• RAZ-Kids Reading Computer Program: 21,850
Books Read Online During Quarter 2
• 100th Day of School Celebrations
• Read Across America/Dr. Seuss Celebration
• School Improvement Council Meetings are Held
the Second Tuesday of Each Month at 8:00
a.m.
• Awards Day Recognizing
Outstanding Students
• Registration for New 3K, 4K,
& 5K Students
• Monthly Cool Colts of
Character Luncheons
• Order School Spirit Wear at
www.barnwellspiritwear.com

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Happy Campers on Learning
Adventures
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Our theme for the 2018-2019 school year is
Change Your Words, Change Your Mindset.
Fourteen BES teachers attended ETV
technology training this summer at BES
hosted by ETV.
In August, nine teachers and the principal
attended the Low Country Educator
Institute at the University of South Carolina
Salkehatchie.
Students participated in the Summer
Reading Challenge in which they read a
variety of genres, and celebrated their success
during the BES Literacy Extravaganza.
BES/BHS kicked off the school year with a
wonderful joint pep rally.
All classroom libraries added additional text
from a variety of authors.
BES students, faculty, and parents united for
a fun-filled McTeacher Night, two Huddle
House Nights, and two Grandparents at
Lunch Celebrations.
Fourth grade students did a wonderful job in
their performance of Christmas from Around
the World.
The BES beginner band performed
beautifully at their winter concert.
One hundred twenty-five students have been
celebrated as Mighty Mustangs of the month
for demonstrating good character during the
months of August through January.
One hundred eighty-five fifth grade students
graduated from DARE.
We are excited to have Officer
Elizabeth Maule as our new school
resource officer.

Barnwell School District 45

•

Guinyard-Butler Middle School

Barnwell High School

779 Allen Street • Barnwell, SC 29812

474 Jackson Street • Barnwell, SC 29812

803-541-1370

803-541-1390

Highlights

Highlights

Twenty-two students were inducted into the Junior
Beta Club.

•

Ten students qualified for early Palmetto Fellows.

•

Dwayne Garrick is the Head Coach for the South Team
at the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives North-South
Football Game.

•

Five students were inducted into National Junior
Honor Society.

•

STEAM Family Night sponsored by the Science
Department and facilitated by engineers. Families
were informed of engineering practices and the
scientific method. Also, experiments were conducted
by participants.

•

One student-athlete selected to participate in the
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives North-South Football
Game.

•

The BHS Football Team won the AA Lower State
Championship.

•

Creation of the STEAM Workroom for students to
work on science projects and conduct investigations.

•

One student-athlete earned AA All-State
Boys Basketball Honors.

•

Junior Beta Club members volunteered with United
Way for the Stuff the Bus Project.

•

Two student-athletes earned AA All-State
Girls Basketball Honors.

•

Safety Meetings and Drills conducted to ensure that
procedures and safeguards are in place to ensure the
safety of faculty, staff, and students.

•

The BHS Cheerleaders will be the cheerleaders for the
South Team at the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives
North-South Football Game.

•

Implementation of Pro-Teams Program. Twentyeight students are enrolled in the program. ProTeam’s mission is to make students who exhibit the
potential for success aware of the skills needed to
complete college and consider education as a viable
career option.

•

The BHS Cheerleaders won the A-AA-AAA Game Day
Cheer Championship.

•

Strong community partnerships and mentoring
programs are in place involving community
organizations.

•

Fine Arts opportunities include Scarlett Knights
Marching Band, Drama Club, and BHS Singers.

•

Career and Technology Education courses, including
Computer Fundamentals, Digital Art & Design, Image
Editing, Project Lead the Way (Pre-Engineering), and
Web Page Design, are available to students.

•

Active Beta Club (fifty-two fall inductees) and National
Honor Society

•

Four students are attending South Carolina Governor’s
School for Mathematics & Science.

•

One student is attending South Carolina Governor’s
School for Arts & Humanities.

•

An active JROTC program and a solid Technology
Student Association have active student participation.

•

Implementation of Warpony Career Café

•

Activities scheduled in recognition of Red Ribbon
Week.

•

Field Studies: 7th Grade- Washington, D.C. & 8th
Grade- Orlando, Florida
Guinyard-Butler Middle School Purpose: Guinyard-Butler
Middle School will prepare our students to walk in their
destiny in the areas of Academics, Athletics, and the Arts.

Barnwell High School’s Purpose: Barnwell High School promotes
character and inspires a passion for learning.
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Barnwell School District 45
Sport Highlights
Game Day Cheer: Won the inaugural Game Day
State Championship on February 16th. Barnwell
had the highest overall score in the finals for the
three criteria; Crowd Leading, Fight Song, and
Band Dance. The team was also the recipient of
the award for the highest score in Crowd
Leading in the preliminary rounds.
Girls Basketball: Record was 20-3. Finished as
region runner up. The girls were the Hawk
Invitational Tournament Champions. Had two
players, Anajae James and Maleah Williams,
named All-State by the coaches association. Made it to the 2nd round of the playoffs.
Boys Basketball: Record was 12-10 (six of those losses came before the football players arrived). The boys won
the Hawk Invitational Tournament. Finished tied for 2nd place in the region. Had one player, James Mingo, named
All-State by the coaches association.

Wrestling: Finished tied
for 2nd in the region.
Harrison Walsh finished
in third place in the
Lower State Meet and
qualified for the state
meet.

Congratulations to our Student Athletes!
COACH DEWAYNE GARRICK
The Augusta Chronicle’s All-Area
South Carolina Coach of the Year
Head Coach for the Touchstone
Energy Cooperatives Bowl
Head Coach for South Carolina in
Border Bowl VI
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We had three student athletes sign a National Letter
of Intent to continue their academic and athletic
careers in college. Julius Arnold- South Carolina State
University (Football), Brandon Harvey- St. Andrews
College (Football), Reggie Roberts- Limestone College
(Track). Elizabeth Reid is scheduled to sign a
letter of intent to USC-Salkehatchie for
Softball.

Barnwell School District 45
Early Childhood
Registration
Early Childhood Registration for 3K Montessori, 4K
Traditional and 5K
Barnwell Primary School is now enrolling new students for
our 3K Montessori Lottery, 4K CERDEP (Child Early Reading
Development and Education Program) classes, and 5K
classes. Please stop by the main office on Marlboro Avenue
to complete an enrollment packet. Enrollment in each of
these classes is based on the age of the child as of
September 1, 2019.
Be sure to bring required documentation with you so you
won't have to make a second trip to the school.
SC Shot Record (long white form from your doctor or health
department)
Long Form Certified Birth Certificate
Child’s Social Security Card
2 Current Dated Proofs of Residency with Parent/
Guardian’s Name and Current Address - (your lease
agreement, tax receipt, or real estate closing document
must be one of your proofs of residence)
There will be a Montessori lottery drawing to fill the
Montessori 3K slots.
For registration questions, please call 803-541-1322
Please register early to avoid waiting in long lines on the
first day of school.
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MRS. BETSY ANTLEY
Congratulations to Mrs. Betsy
Antley who was honored with
a Golden Apple Award. We
are so proud of you!

Barnwell School District 45
Continued from Page 1...
The District’s Board of Trustees unanimously approved a motion in
January to allow Superintendent Stapleton to act as the district’s official
representative for this Safe Room project. Stapleton will coordinate with
state and federal agencies while making sure the project reaches the
milestones set forth in the project’s scope of work. At the close of the
meeting, Superintendent Stapleton gave a special thank you to Roger
Riley, Barnwell County Emergency Management Director, for his
assistance during the application process. Riley acknowledged the
impact this grant would have on the community, stating, “I am excited
to have worked with Barnwell School District 45 during this multi-year
process. Partnerships such as this not only benefit the school and
emergency management, but our entire community.”
“The district is appreciative of everyone who has worked diligently to
get this funding approved, including TetraTech for their contributions
during the grant-writing process,” said Superintendent Stapleton. “The
district has been saving money for the matching portion of the grant
since the district applied, and at this time, all matching funds are saved
and available for moving forward,” she said.

MRS. ANNETTE FREDERICK
Congratulations to Mrs. Annette
Frederick for receiving the
Humanitarian Award by the South
Carolina Association of Pupil
Transportation (SCAPT). We are so
proud of you!

Barnwell School District 45 applied for competitive grant funding
through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, which made
available certain funds following Hurricane Matthew. More than 4.5
million dollars for future project phases has been allocated for this
project but yet not dispersed by FEMA. Based on the stipulations with the HMGP funds awarded to the state, SCEMD
and FEMA will cover 75 percent of the $4,842,750.00 anticipated cost of the project, while the school district will
cover the remaining 25 percent. The Safe Room will also be used as a gymnasium for the local high school.

Barnwell High School staff members show their Warhorse Pride!
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Barnwell School District 45

Proud to be a Warhorse!

Warhorse Pride
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Barnwell School District 45
To Our Families and Community Members
To our families and community members, we cannot thank you enough for your support
and commitment to Barnwell School District 45 thus far in the 2018-2019 school
year! I have said it before, and I will
say it again—I am so honored and
proud to have the opportunity to serve
this community and our school system!
As we have navigated through the first several months of
the 2018-2019 school year, I have been filled with such
pride for the accomplishments of our students and staff.
When our BHS Warhorses made it to the State
Championship for football, it was evident that Warhorse
Pride runs deep throughout our community. I remember
driving to work one morning the week of the big game
and seeing store windows, store signs, and numerous
messages reminding our players we were behind them—
win or lose. It is that sense of family and support that
makes our district so unique!
During the holiday season, I was overwhelmed by the talent displayed by our students, from the primary
school to the high school. I hope you were able to attend one of the many chorus and band concerts or
holiday performances that were exceptional displays of the hard work of so many dedicated leaders,
students, and their families. We are so fortunate to have such an amazing community and supportive
group of parents.
Sincerely,
Crissie Stapleton
Superintendent, Barnwell School District 45
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