Pearl River Code of Conduct – Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) Summary

The Pearl River School District is committed to maintaining high standards of
education for our students. In addition, the District and Board of Education is
committed to providing an educational environment that promotes respect,
dignity and equality in accordance with the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA),
and creates and maintains high behavioral standards and expectations.

All students have the right and responsibility to attend and participate in school
regularly, be respectful and considerate of others and follow the Code of Conduct
in school buildings, on school grounds, on school buses, field trips, and at all other
school functions and events. Students are expected to treat others as they would
like to be treated. All students have the right to feel safe at school, to grow and
learn without worry or fear of physical or emotional harm.

To that end, the administrators, faculty, staff and students will participate in
activities designed to support school climates of caring and respect, and to
proactively prevent discrimination, harassment, and bullying, including
cyberbullying. These developmentally appropriate activities are designed to
foster an acceptance and understanding of differences, provide alternative
behaviors and responses, and build the capacity to prevent and reduce bullying.

All students have the responsibility to treat each other with caring and respect.
No student shall be treated differently or unfairly because of actual and/or
perceived differences. This includes saying hurtful words and/or doing hurtful
things either in person, on a computer, or in any other way. Students who feel
uncomfortable and/or unsafe because of the words or actions of others should
immediately speak with a teacher, administrator, coach, or other adult.
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The Pearl River School District Code of Conduct, in accordance with DASA,
specifically prohibits, discrimination, harassment, bullying, taunting, hurtful
teasing, and cyberbullying, that negatively impacts the ability of a student to
focus on school work and participate in school activities based on the following
characteristics:
Dignity for All Students
Race

Color
Weight
National Origin
Ethnic Group

Religion
Religious Practice
Disability
Sex
Sexual Orientation
Gender Identity and Expression
Socio-Economic Status

White, Black or African American,
Hispanic/Latino, American Indian or
Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian
of Other Pacific Islander; Two or more
races.
Color of a person’s skin.
The size of a person.
Where your relatives were born.
Being a part of a group of people who
are connected by a shared language,
culture, and/or common religion.
Religious or spiritual belief.
The expression of your religious belief,
customs, traditions, etc.
A person’s body or mind that does not
look or work the same as others.
Are a boy or girl.
A person liking a boy or girl.
How a person feels about and
expresses being a boy or girl.
How much money a family earns or
has.
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