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This fall has been a busy time in our school district.
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throughout Dutchess based on each district’s proportion of the
Jeffrey A. Asher, President
Our students continue to excel academically. Seniors Brigid Barrick total student enrollment in the County. Pawling’s share would
Board of Education
and Sean Walsh were recently named as Commended Students in the be 3.02% of the total cost or approximately $1.1 million. Voting
2019 National Merit Scholarship Program. Brigid and Sean placed will be available throughout the County, including Pawling
among the top scorers of the 1.6 million students who took the 2017 Elementary School, from noon to 8:00 p.m. on December 11th.
#WHATMATTERSPCSD | UPDATE ON ENVISIONING OUR FUTURE
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SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Exam.
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• All students enjoy access to a broad selection
of engaging, rigorous, relevant coursework and
Dear Members of the Dutchess County Education Community:out-of-school experiences
• Each student’s physical, mental and
After more than 50 years, Dutchess BOCES is seeking voter approval for a $36.8M Capital Project to
social-emotional wellness is nourished
shore up its facilities, relocate its highly successful Alternative High School and improve the flexibility of
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the facilities. Ultimately, the project will be cost neutral by extinguishing rising
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they are learning in the classroom and challenges in the real job
Richard M. Hooley, Ed. D., District Superintendent, Dutchess BOCES students connect their work in school with impact beyond their
world so they can truly understand why they are learning the
classroom. Mrs. Walters, and so many wonderful educators
content,” says art teacher Crystal Walters.
like her, lead them
to have these opportunities every day.”
Be sure to check out our “Did-You-Know?”
fact feature.
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ARTS IN PAWLING DRAW OUT CREATIVITY WHILE LEARNING

Singing in concerts and shows, displaying art in a local
gallery, creating videos about the community, students in
Pawling are sharing their creativity as they explore the arts.
From kindergarten through senior year, students have a
variety of opportunities in and out of the classroom to
spark their creative side.
The arts program on the high school level, for example,
provides classes in the traditional studio arts, as well as
art for public spaces, decor and interior design. Advanced
Placement Art students, Emily Valentino and Julia Zarecki,
and Digital Photography students, Alexa Chavarri and Alex
Sawotka, won first and second place awards at the annual
Friends of the Great Swamp (FrOGS) Art Show this past
October. Their work was inspired by a trip to the Great
Swamp and showcased the beauty and diversity of the
swamp and its environments.
“At the middle school level we offer Art Guild, which is an art
club for students in grades five through eight. Art Guild gives
students a chance for enrichment after school as well as an
opportunity to work on musical set design and some new
school murals,” says Crystal Walters, arts teacher. “New this
year, we will also be hosting a Spring Arts Gala that will
highlight the work of Pawling art students in grades K
through eight.” Sara Paden, our elementary art teacher is

collaborating with Mrs. Walters to create this opportunity
for our young artists and the Pawling Community.
The Pawling High School English department challenges
students in classes such as filmmaking, podcasting,
journalism and creative writing. Video Game Design,
also contributes to our offerings in Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM).
“Our media opportunities have showcased students’ work
at the 2018 Harlem Valley Symposium hosted by the Oblong
Land Conservancy, 2019 Science Olympiad Environmental
Sciences Competition in Oswego, Pawling Public Radio,
PHS Evening of the Arts, 2019 Marist College BOCES Student
Showcase hosted by Dr. Jevon Hunter from Buffalo State
University and several online social media outlets,” says
Brian Ostyn, language arts teacher and English Curriculum
Leader at the high school.
In music, students learn about rhythms, notes and
harmonies from the elementary grades in their general
music program with Brianne Chasanoff. In fourth grade,
many are also playing their first ensemble instrument.
“Our 4th grade Beginning Band lessons are a great way to
teach students basic performance techniques and develop

DUTCHESS COUNTY MUSIC EDUCATORS’
ASSOCIATION 2020 JUNIOR HIGH
ALL-COUNTY FESTIVAL
JOHN JAY HIGH SCHOOL
JAN. 25, 2020

Pawling Middle School and High School
Teachers of participating students:
Benjamin Bardenett
Alicia Nace
Hannah Geiling
fundamental playing skills on their selected instruments,”
said Alicia Nace. “These dedicated students wake up early
to arrive for practices before the regular school day starts.
This is a great way for students to transition into the middle
school and also learn something new!“
In high school, classes are offered in everything from
chorus to musical theater, to guitar class, and jazz or
symphonic band.
Each year, students bring these talents together on the
middle and high school stages. Stacy Dumont, a special
education teacher and director of the musical, says,
“Students have the unique opportunity to choose to work on
stage or behind the scenes. Musicals are open to the entire
student body through the Pawling Thespians, and anyone
can join the Drama Club to learn more about being part of a
theater community. We choose shows that provide built-in
opportunities for lead performers as well as for ensemble
members, both of which afford anyone who auditions a role
on stage. Students interested in working backstage can be
part of the human machine that supports the show through
stage crew, Art Club, and costume coordination. The
advantage of being a smaller school is that there is no
limit to what our theater students can try.”

All-County Band
Dominik Dziurdzinski, clarinet, PMS
Jake Harris, trumpet, PMS
Harper Befus, trombone, PMS
All-County Chorus
Magnolia Garbarino, soprano, PHS
Alyssa Garcia, soprano, PMS
Jocelin Sisalima, soprano, PMS
Ayah Elidrissi-Elamrani, alto, PMS
Emma Leahy, alto, PHS
Josie O’Leary, alto, PMS
Elementary All-County Chorus
Baily O’Leary, soprano, PMS
Nicasio Young, soprano, PMS
All-County Orchestra
Klara Dziurdzinski, cello, PMS
Sarah Willie, Lucas Walsh, Timothy Maston, Sam Fidler,
Adrian Dominguez-Perez, Baily O’Leary and Nicasio Young
represented Pawling CSD at DCMEA Elementary All
County Music Festival as this went to press.
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PAWLING SCHooLS

PHS Fall Sports Roundup

DID YOU KNOW?

Two Pawling High School athletes have signed to play at the College Division I level

The Boys’ Soccer team finished the season with their best record (8-7) in more than ten
years. The team went from 1-48 over the past 6 years to a Section 1 tournament appearance
in 2018. With a number of younger players on the team, the Boys’ Soccer team has an
optimism not seen in many years.
Our Cross Country teams had outstanding seasons, with the Boys’ team capturing their
17th League Championship in the last 18 years, and the youth-laden Girls’ squad finishing
just two points shy of a League Championship. With many quality runners returning in fall
2019, we have every right to expect dual Championships next year.

Alex Petruso, Bryant University
Morgan McCarthy, University of Oregon
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point throughout the season. As this group continues to develop, a return to their winning ways is expected. Our team
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in Huguenot, NY.
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