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Principal’s Notes:
St. Agnes, St. Mary’s, and St. Stan’s
Celebrate Legacy of Catholic Schools
The faculty restructuring in the Middle School has
gone very smoothly. We’re thrilled to welcome our new
teacher, longtime Pittsfield educator Cori Scaduto, as the
new science teacher for the Middle School.
We wish Miss Adams well. She demonstrated a keen
ability to help children in basic studies, but also understood the value of curiosity, and nurturing the concept of
individual learning. Meet the new teacher night was great
and we thank everyone for their support.
Our celebration of Catholic Schools Week went very
well with a host of activities including Mass celebrated by
Bishop Rozanski along with friends from St. Mary’s and
St. Stan’s. Battle of the books is at full speed. This is the
first year we have participated and we have three teams.
Each team picked team names, speakers, and captains,
and we started practice battles.
Report cards for the second quarter went home. We
are proud of our students' achievements and hard work.
Please sign and return to the office. Teachers have been
updating parents weekly about the classroom since the
start of the year, either by email or through the class directory on our website. If you have not received the
weekly update, please check with the teacher and the office. We may not have your valid email address. It is
very important to have your
email address as we gradually
move toward paperless
communication. We want
you to stay connected, informed, and engaged.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
–Fadia Makdisi
Principal
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Calend ar of Event s:
Feb. 17-21 – Winter vacation
Feb. 24 – School reopens
Feb. 26 – Ash Wednesday – Mass 9 a.m.
Feb. 29 – Snowball dance – St. Joseph’s Parish Center
March 6 – In-service day – half day

NEWS BITS...
New Recruitment Strategy Includes
Outreach to Pittsfield Churches
The Leadership Committee of St. Agnes Academy
has decided on a new strategy for recruiting students to
our school this year. It has been decided to bring Open
House directly to the parishioners of the Pittsfield
Catholic churches.
Beginning in February, several children will be asked
to attend Mass at specific churches in Pittsfield. Many of
the children are parishioners already, and parents have
been eager to have their children step up and share the
good news about St. Agnes Academy. At each Mass, several children will be at the doors of the church handing
out informational materials. Then,
during the Mass, a child will read a
short statement showcasing the
school and inviting new inquiries.
Finally, a staff member, the children, and parents will be at the
door with additional information
and provide answers to prospective families regarding the
school.
We hope that this new
approach will encourage parents who have heard about
the school, to check us out.
Many thanks go out to parents
and students who have agreed
to help us out with this
project, and the pastors of
the Pittsfield churches for
welcoming us.
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Catholic Schools Week Celebration
Bishop Rozanski’s visit highlighted Catholic Schools
Week which included many activities and a visit from
our friends from St. Mary’s and Stan’s.

Local Author to Lead Special
“Writing with Purpose” Program
We are very excited to announce the start of our
“Writing with Purpose” program at St. Agnes Academy.
Jana Laiz, local author and Author-in-Residence at Arrowhead, will spend one class period per week with
Grades 4-8. Sessions for our Middle School will be held
on Monday mornings, and those for Grades 4-5 will take
place on Thursday afternoons.
During their time with Ms. Laiz, students will learn
about the writing process from a published author who
is passionate about writing, social justice issues, and the
education of children. Teachers in Grades 4-8 will coordinate Literature and Language Arts instruction with
Ms. Laiz to include several of her novels; Weeping Under
This Same Moon (grades 7 & 8), Billy Bud in the Breadbox (grade 6), and A Free Woman on God’s Earth (grades
4 & 5). This collaboration will run from February 3 until
the end of May!
Ms. Laiz and the staff would especially like to thank
Mrs. Katie Flanders for her determination to implement
this program, and our phenomenal PTO for providing
the necessary funding. Stay tuned for updates as “Writing with Purpose” gets underway! For more information
on Jana Laiz, please visit her website, janalaiz.com.

SAA Enrichment Program
The highlight of the month is the FLL Lego Robotics
club. This club has worked every Tuesday after school to
get ready for the upcoming Berkshire Robotics competition held in March. Coach Krol and Coach Hickok along
with Mr. Delgado invited Mrs. Flanders to see the club’s
progress and she was extremely impressed to see the
dedicated students starting to program the robot for the
“City Shaper” challenge. It is a very thought-provoking
course but these students are certainly up for the challenge. Please be on the lookout for more information on

how the St. Agnes Academy community can support
their efforts.
The after school enrichment classes have begun and
what a turnout! A big thank-you to the teachers for making the process of getting the students to all the classes
safely and efficiently. I hope all the students involved are
enjoying his/her time in the classes. Since it was such a
success, plans for a mini spring session is already in the
works. More information will be out in March about specific classes.
Lastly, there is quite a bit happening with in-school
enrichment. Jana Laiz has started her writing workshop
with the students and Rob Kinzer has graciously offered
his time to present a bullying program for Middle school
students on February 13. These are funded in part with
grants from the Pittsfield Cultural Council and the Dalton Cultural Council. Neal Nichols will be visiting us
again at the end of May to present his Geography Game
show which the students loved so much last year. We are
also working with the Springfield Science Museum to
bring Starlab, a portable planetarium in April. Please
contact Katie Flanders, enrichment director, if you have
any questions or concerns at
kflanders@saintagnescc.com.

WHAT’S UP IN THE CLASSROOM
In Mrs. Kulpa’s pre-school, January was a very exciting month. The children made a winter collection book,
did many winter-related projects, and learned about
Arctic animals. They also learned about hibernation and
migration. The last week of January was Catholic
Schools Week. There were many fun and exciting activities planned. The three Catholic schools got together at
St. Agnes Academy and celebrated Mass together, enjoyed some time in the classrooms, and shared a pizza
and popsicle lunch. Some of the activities were PJ day,
parent appreciation coffee and donuts, crazy hair day, a
magic show by Father Chris, volunteer appreciation
luncheon, and "get up and dance day." The children are
anxiously awaiting our 100th day of school celebration.
We will celebrate with a popcorn party.
In Mrs. Leja’s pre-K, we began the new year by learning about polar bears and penguins, and their individual
habitats. Following the winter theme, we introduced the
children to author Jan Brett and her beautifully illustrated book, The Hat and The Mitten.
In observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we had
"Friendship Week." We talked about all of the various
ways that we can show kindness to others. We made a
version of "I have a dream" in a display upon which the
children were able to place their own sentiments on
ways that we could have a more peaceful classroom.
Some of their ideas were interesting, helpful, and sometimes amusing. All of them were cute!
The last week of January was dedicated to Catholic
Schools Week. Each day had a fun event for all students
from the opening Bishop's Mass and the pizza lunch
that followed to Father Chris' magic show and Friday's
Dance Day. The Pre-K children were very well entertained. We have discovered that we have some amazing
dancers in Pre-K!
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In Mrs. Patti’s Kindergarten, the class had a very
busy January. We ended the month celebrating Catholic
Schools Week and there were many fun and exciting activities planned throughout the week.
We started the week with a Mass hosted by the
Bishop and St. Mary's and St. Stan’s joined us for the
day. The kindergarten was able to meet fellow kindergarteners from St. Mary's in Lee. They enjoyed having a
pizza lunch with them and an afternoon of bingo.
The children loved their "choice day." We had children
wear their favorite sports team, favorite character, what
they wanted to be when they grew up, and some chose to
dress as twins with other classmates. I think the favorite
for the week by far was "Get up and Dance Day." They
loved showing off their dance moves and especially loved
the ice cream sundaes provided by the PTO. Thank you
to all who made Catholic Schools Week a success!
In February, we look forward to celebrating the 100th
Day of School, Valentine’s Day, and Groundhog Day. We
are all hoping that the groundhog doesn't see his shadow
and spring is just around the corner!

In Mrs. Capeless’ first grade, January was such a busy
month! Catholic Schools Week was jammed packed with
fun activities. Grade 1 met their pen pals from St. Mary’s.
We started exchanging letters in September so it was
wonderful to finally meet each other. We are thoroughly
enjoying listening to Charlotte’s Web. Each Tuesday, Mrs.
Capeless’ brother comes to read to the class. We like predicting what we think will happen next. We learned
about Chinese New Year and made a dragon puppet.
Finally, we celebrated our 100th day of school! We had a
100-day hat project and showcased them to our parents.
We had a wonderful celebration!

First graders made some fanciful 100th day hats
in celebration of 100th Day of School.

Kindergarten class celebrates 100th Day of School.

Choice Day during Catholic Schools Week
brought out kindergarten “twins.”

In Mrs. Blefari’s second grade, the class has been
working very hard in a January. We have been working
on a January writing folder which contains 10 creative
writing assignments, such as, write a letter to a polar
bear, write the recipe for Snow Pie, and write and draw a
comic strip about the return visit of Frosty the Snowman. The children’s creativity was great and they really
seemed to enjoy the creative topics! We are slowly trying
to help the children develop good writing skills. Next
month we will return to writing in our journals, but the
January journals did change things up a bit! In math,
the children have mastered addition of double digits, so
now we’re moving on to subtraction of double digits.
They are working diligently and it’s starting to be understood. They are beginning to feel like one of the BIG
KIDS, with all their new knowledge.
In religion, the children continue their understanding
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We are saying the
Act of Contrition daily, so they will have it memorized
for Reconciliation. Please keep the children in your
prayers as they work hard to get ready to receive the
sacrament.
In Mrs. Todriff’s third grade, the class began the new
year making personal goals for 2020, such as reading
more often, being kinder to siblings, and doing chores at
home without a parental reminder!
Students have been busy enhancing their letter
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writing skills while writing to each other, their parents,
Father Chris, and their new pen pals - the third grade
class from St. Mary’s School. Students were so excited
to meet and exchange letters! It was a great opportunity
to meet our new friends during Catholic Schools Week.
Many activities were enjoyed during that special week!

Fifth grade enjoys a game with friends from St. Mary’s
and St. Stan’s during Catholic Schools Week.

Pajama day in the third grade.

In Miss Salatino’s fourth grade, ecosystems is a science topic that has created interest as the class takes a
close look at how fossils, natural resources, and how living things affect the environment. Each student created
posters of The Gifts of the Holy Spirit. The fourth
graders recognize that the gifts are strengthened by the
Sacrament of Confirmation.
In geography, students are using maps and working
together to learn about the Northeast and regions in the
U.S.
In Mrs. Young’s fifth grade, the class has been learning about the various names for the Sacrament of the
Eucharist and how they encompass the different parts
of Jesus' most sacred gift to us. They have recently
begun discussing the Communion of Saints, comprising
the saints in Heaven, the believers on Earth, and the
souls in Purgatory. In reading, the class has been discussing sacrifices made for the sake of others, as well as
the courage it takes for people to do the right thing. The
most recent piece covered, The Midnight Ride of Paul
Revere by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, correlates
greatly to the read-aloud the fifth grade is currently experiencing, Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson. The students are enjoying both perspectives of the time before
the Revolutionary War. In math, fractions are in full
swing as equivalent fractions, lowest terms, and using
the operations with fractions and mixed numbers are
prevalent in their studies.

Middle School students answer questions in
Medieval Trivia game.

Mrs. Dudziak’s classes: Our medieval trivia games
are complete! Students had the opportunity to play the
games created by classmates. Students debriefed and
discussed the process and what we’ve learned.
Sixth graders play Order of Operations Bingo.
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Mrs. Jamros’ classes: Math 6 is working on expressions, equations, and solving problems using formulas.
Math 7 is almost finished with the unit on rational
numbers and decimals. Next, we will work with rational
numbers with an emphasis on fractions.
Math 8 has begun working with inequalities, including compound inequalities.
Literature 7 finished their unit on non-fiction, and
will begin reading drama.
LA 7 is learning to use more sentence variety and
structure in their writing. This includes varying sentence lengths, using clauses, and combining sentences.
Literature 8 finished their unit on myths, tales and
legends and has begun reading Anne Frank: The Diary
of a Young Girl.
LA 8 is working with coordinating conjunctions and
subordinate clauses. They will be practicing by writing a
compare-contrast essay.
Mrs. Scaduto’s classes: The sixth grade finished up
their chapter on cells and cellular functions, and is beginning to work on the systems of the human body. During the cell unit, they completed a laboratory activity
where they made animal cell slides using their own
cheek cells, and plant cell slides from onions, and observed both slides under the microscopes (photo attached).
The seventh grade just finished up their unit on
water, where they completed a lab activity using springs
to study the amplitude and wavelength of waves, as well
as the difference between transverse and longitudinal
waves. They are now learning about natural resources
and the effects of pollution.
The eighth grade is finishing up their unit on weather
and storms. During this chapter, they studied different
types of clouds, weather maps, and used water bottles
to create and study mini tornadoes.

Health Room Update
MRS. LONG

Tips for Handling Winter Illness
In winter we often see a surge in infections and
viruses. Parents may often wonder when to keep their
children home from school. Similarly, parents may also
wonder if their children’s illnesses warrant seeing a
doctor. Below is St. Agnes’ health absences policy (also
located on our academy website), as well as some general guidelines for when to take your children to the doctor. As an added resource, Berkshire Health Systems
now offers a free nurse advice line for any member of the
community. These nurses can help you determine if you
need to take your child to the emergency room, as well
as provide education and connections to other health
services in the community. You can reach a nurse by calling 1-888-40-NURSE Monday through Friday 10:00 am 6:00 pm. As always, feel free to reach out to me as well
(slong@saintagnescc.com; 413-684-3143).
St. Agnes Academy Policy for Health Absences
• Fever (greater than 100°). Your student’s temperature should be back to normal (less than 99°) without
the use of fever reducing medicines - such as Tylenol or
Advil - for at least 24 hours before returning to school.
• Coughing (excessive). Your student’s cough should
be “dry” sounding and easily controlled by a drink of
water or cough drop before returning to school.
• Vomiting or diarrhea. Your student should be able
to eat food and drink liquids without vomiting or diarrhea for at least 24 hours before returning to school.
• Red or draining eyes. Please keep your child at
home and check with a physician to ensure your student
does not have conjunctivitis. If being treated for an infection, please follow the Infection recommendation below.
• Excessive nasal drainage. Please keep your child at
home and check with a physician to ensure your student
does not have an infection. If being treated for an infection please follow the Infection recommendation below.
• Visible lice or nits. Students identified as having
lice may return to school as soon as the first treatment is
completed. Parents/guardians will give verbal confirmation or sign a form indicating that the initial treatment
has been completed and what the treatment was.
• Unusual rash. Please keep your child at home and
check with a physician to ensure that the rash is not contagious. If being treated for an infection, please follow
the infection recommendation below.
• Infection. If your student has been tested or
treated for any contagious infection, have them stay at
home until test results are available. If positive for infection, they should have had their medication for at least
24 hours before returning to school. This is to best ensure the infection is not spread and your child does not
have a medication reaction/allergic response in school. If
medication is to be given at school, please personally
give the medicine to the School Health Office with the
medication permission form. Forms can be found on the
academy website under School Nurse Information.

Sixth graders make some scientific
observations during lab work.
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PHYS ED CORNER
- Coach Dan

McMahon

The pre-school and
kindergarten classes have
been having fun playing indoor soccer, freeze tag, and games with the parachute.
In each class, we try to change up the activities.
Grades 1-3 have been playing star wars, relay races,
freeze tag as well as pillow hockey.
Grades 4 and 5 have been playing some basketball,
pillow hockey, and star wars.
Grades 6-8 did four weeks of swimming at the CRA
and have been playing basketball, pillow hockey, and
prison ball.
A reminder to please bring sneakers for gym class.
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