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Principal’s Notes:
We’re Apart But We Remain
United Through Faith and
Love for Each Other
As you know, Gov. Baker issued an order to extend
school closures until May 4. SAA staff and teachers understand and share your concern and frustration. We are
in this together and we will get through it together. We
have been ahead of everyone and we will stay ahead. We
started planning early for the closure before it was announced. No matter what each day brings and amidst
all the changes, we are here for you.
Our teachers have been working with our children in
groups and individually to make sure they are getting
the attention they need. We recognize that fear, anxiety,
and uncertainty make it hard for people to be at their
best. As educators, we are wired to do things completely
and with a plan. At this point, SAA urges all of you to do
your best. Do what you can with the tools you have and
resist the pressure of perfection, completeness, and
meeting due dates. Instead, we at SAA, we aim for engagement for every child and focus on individual learning and learning through life.
We understand that every child is experiencing disruption now. Some of our children need as much normal
as we can give them and some may need more attention.
Another child may need a routine and another will need
to hide. A child may only need to hear the teacher’s
voice and see their face with a sign that reads “I missed
you.” And another may find comfort in more work to
keep them busy until this wave goes away.
As we continue to educate our students with a com-

bination of textbooks, printed materials, and distance
learning, I have sent an email to all the families with
many online educational resources. It is just another
tool to help you. Don’t get overwhelmed. And we
reached out to all the families to let us know if they
need any materials.
We will continue to support our families in all
aspects including emotional support and social
connection. If you need to connect with families
in your child’s grade, please contact the PTO at
pto@saintagnescc.com. Follow our Facebook
page to connect with staff and families at
www.facebook.com/pg/stagnescc.academy/posts/
If you need lunch program support and for School
Closure Meal Information|Child Nutrition Outreach
Program www.meals4kids.org/summer or contact
our PTO at pto@saintagnescc.com.
We understand what you are going through and we
need to hear from you. Suddenly, you are coping with
childcare challenges, financial challenges, isolation, loss
of services, and obviously (for a reason I still can’t understand) the lack of toilet paper. On top of all of that,
you have been assigned a new job! You are now a nurse
and a teacher, a caregiver and a teacher, an administrator and a teacher. We understand and we are here to
help. Please find this link to a survey. Let us know how
we are doing and how can we help you. Survey link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SAAc19survey
Keeping you all in my prayers. Stay well.

–Fadia Makdisi
Principal

Fr. Chris has kept the St. Agnes parish community
connected through online streaming Masses (daily
and weekend Masses). During Holy Week, Masses
are available by clicking on the links on the
home page at www.stagnescc.com.
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Pre-School - Mrs. Leja, Mrs. Kulpa,
& Mrs. Radzick

Reading Street Series and the theme is Going Places.
They also began chapter 9 in math which will teach
about money. In this chapter, they will be learning the
names and values of each coin and how to count money.
We thank our parents for partnering with us. We could
not do it without you!

First Grade - Mrs. Capeless

Kindergarten - Mrs. Patti & Mrs. Galvez

Grade 1 is making daily contact
with families by
email. I have been
sending educational
ideas, projects to
make, and words of
encouragement. Our
story this past week
was about the cycle
of the butterfly. A
few students sent
pictures of the cycles they made. The
students continue
to get a daily journal
topic to write about
and are encouraged
to write every day.
Students are also encouraged to read every day to increase their fluency and to enjoy the adventure books
can take them on! First grade is also reminded to practice their addition and subtraction facts through 20. Parents have been doing a great job in their new role of
teacher.

Second Grade - Mrs. Blefari

The past few
weeks have been difficult in our kindergarten classroom.
Although we are trying to make the best out of a difficult
situation and stay as connected to our students as possible, we miss them and our daily routine. It's amazing how
20 smiling faces can brighten one’s day! On the other
hand, it is amazing how this situation has made us appreciate some of the things we have taken for granted.
It has been wonderful to hear from the parents on
how the children are doing and hear little stories of how
they are spending their time. It's these stories and emails
that help us get through each day and make us look forward to when we can get back into the classroom.
The children were sent home with work for the initial
three weeks of school. We have moved onto Unit 5 in our

Second graders were sent home on March 13 with
two weeks work in math and reading/language arts. A
second packet was picked up by parents on March 23.
This packet contained more reading/language arts and
math activities in addition to social studies and handwriting activities. On March 30, a third packet was
picked up with activities for completing First Communion preparations. In addition, I have sent home several
emails with suggestions for online sites and ideas for incidental learning projects.
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Third Grade - Mrs. Todriff

are. Our class enjoyed taking a
virtual field trip to the San
Diego Zoo where they learned
about animals and their needs.
They spent time taking nature
walks to begin their rock collections and draw diagrams of the rock and water cycles.
The fifth grade students did a wonderful job putting
together their president reports. The children researched and orally shared their findings. The class read
about “Moving West” and “The Civil War and Reconstruction.” They continue to summarize what they’ve
learned.

Fifth Grade - Mrs. Ferraro
We are doing our best to
keep the classroom mindset
while at home. We are continuing to read, learn phonics
and spelling, read, investigate plant life while reading our
science textbook and taking more walks outside, and
read some more! We are reading, writing, investigating,
and practicing math skills. Parents are doing a wonderful
job implementing our lessons and keeping the children
engaged. Some families found creative ways to spend
time together. We are all praying we can all be back together soon.

Fourth Grade & 5th Soc. Studies Miss Salatino
All is going well.
Parents are doing a fantastic job at teaching
and supporting their
children in the fourth
grade! Grade four students are working hard
at home as they use
their books as well as
online activities to stay
academically on track
with the curriculum. Assignments along with
suggestions of online
sites are being emailed
home regularly to parents to help their children learn and review skills through activities, research,
readings, and games.
In reading, the children read biographies, fiction, and
expository stories. Students wrote poems and
stories. They enjoyed listening to a variety of children
books read by famous actors and actresses online.
Through prayer students learned to understand and
trust God’s plan for each of us.
Our class used science and social studies sites that included interesting facts and photos about nature and animals throughout the world. Opportunities were given to
learn about different countries and try science experiments.
Students continue to research states as they work on
their state project. The fourth graders learned about the
Southeast and how where a person lives affects who they

March has been an interesting month for everyone.
We are doing our best to continue to learn while away
from one another. The students are working on reading
packets covering skills we would normally cover in class,
and assignments have been updated daily according to
each student’s progress in Khan Academy. I miss the
children terribly and I’m looking forward to the day we
are reunited in our academic home where we can have
our discussions, learn, and laugh together once again.

Mrs.
Dudziak’s
classes
Grades 7 and 8
have been researching different topics
that relate to the
Age of Exploration
(1400 and 1500’s).
Projects include
everything from the
Columbian Exchange to the conquest of the Aztecs.
I look forward to
seeing the finished products which they will share with
me through email.
Grade 6 is learning about the geography, history, and
culture of Australia and New Zealand. Their most recent
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assignment was to create a brochure on the kiwi, which
is an endangered species, native to New Zealand. This
week, they will be creating designs which could be used
on souvenir t-shirts highlighting the natural wonders of
Australia.

Mrs. Jamros’
classes
In math class, we
have been applying
math to real-life situations such as playing board games or
card games, making
YouTube videos go
viral, and thinking
about how math is
used in our “dream
jobs.” We also made videos about our favorite topic we
covered this year. We have searched for math all around
us, in our homes and in nature. We watched a “mathemagician” calculate the squares of two-, three- and fourdigit numbers in his head, within seconds! Currently, we
are researching famous mathematicians and the contributions they have made to math and science.
In language arts, we continue to work on our weekly
vocabulary words. We have recognized and recorded
parts of speech heard in our favorite TV shows. We have
also written “thank you” letters to area truck drivers,
grocery store workers, and hospital staff.
In literature, we have been doing a lot of reading in
preparation for our final book projects. We have also
read and selected favorite inspirational quotes. Currently
we are reading and discussing the literary elements of
O. Henry’s The Ransom of Red Chief.

Mrs.
Scaduto’s
classes
Science classes
have been using the
online Pearson Realize platform to continue their
curriculum work.
This platform is
linked to their textbook, and provides
assignments consisting of interactive
concept review, virtual laboratory activities, online quizzes, and reading comprehension and
writing prompts, among others. We have also begun to
utilize Zoom conference calls to check-in with one another and interact face-to-face while we are all home,
which has been a lot of fun. The sixth grade is working
towards finishing up their unit on the human body systems, seventh grade is continuing with resources and
waste management, and the eighth grade is progressing

through climate and wind patterns. This week, all three
grades are taking a break from their book work to complete the Egg Drop Project, which focuses on Newton’s 3
Laws of Motion. When we return to school, we will be
having a friendly competition between the students and
the three grades to see who built the most protective
structure for their egg!

Title One - Mrs. Adriance & Mrs. Carter

Progress reports
have been sent out with
brief anecdotal messages about growth seen and recommendations for work at home during this time. Many
parents commented and asked questions. All seemed
thankful for the emails.

Spanish - Mr. Delgado
During these unprecedented circumstances, we try to
maintain the rhythm we are accustomed to during regular times. First, we sent the students a list of recommended available resources (web sites links and
applications). Now, information is periodically being sent
following this sequence:
1. New chapters that have been condensed to the main
conversational and grammatical concepts.
2. Normal assignments are being scanned and are being
sent to the students
3. Short stories to be read.
4. Since we can’t be together to speak about cultural topics concerning the different Spanish-speaking countries, web links will be provided. I wish you all well.

Art - Mrs. Pollard
I have been contemplating on making instructional
videos for art class but after doing much research, I realize there are some pretty awesome
people that have already done just
that. There are many resources I
have found that are excellent and
offer TONS of projects for all age
groups, using a variety of materials.
Some projects even offer tutorial
instruction by video and live
streaming (Deep Space Sparkle).
The first step in considering
whether it’s a good project for
home would be to start with age
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group selection, then review the list of materials needed.
Parents can decide on skill level.
If you see your child getting frustrated remind them
that this is meant to be fun and relaxing and encourage
them to use more simple materials or techniques... make
it their own. If the project requires paint, they can make
it more simple by using crayons or markers instead.
The art resources chosen were: Deep Space Sparkle,
2art.chambers, Original Artworks & Artyfactory.
I have sent an email out to all parents with specific
links to these pages. If you haven’t received it, or need
help, please contact me at jpollard@saintagnescc.com.

port that, due to the school closure, our Art Fundraiser
has been put on hold.
All of the above will be posted on our FaceBook page,
but we have also created a 'Unlisted" YouTube Channel.
If you are not a FaceBook user, you can still have access
through the links which will be emailed to you and
posted on the PTO Page on the school website. If you are
not receiving these emails, please let us know at
pto@saintagnescc.com. Have a Blessed Holy Week and
stay safe and healthy.

Students honor local truck drivers,
grocery store employees,
and hospital staff.

PTO Happenings
The past few weeks have brought
about some awfully big changes. But the
PTO is still here to help things feel as close to 'normal' as
possible. Since we can't see each other in person for a
time, we have come up with some virtual ways to support our teachers and parents.
Last week, we began recording Morning Announcements. We will continue to do this a few times a
week. If your student is interested in participating, let us know. We will also be hosting weekly
"Fun Themes". Our first one was April Fool's Day
and many students sent in jokes and notes which
were included in a video for our teachers and staff.
Keep an eye out for the next theme.
Have you heard about the Sunshine Committee?
They are volunteers who can help to cheer you up
when you are down. Let us or your teacher know if
you could use some sunshine. Lastly, we are sad to re-
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