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Principal Notes:
Flurry of Activities: Revised
Handbook, First Open House,
and a Spruce-Up
Just a reminder to parents that the newly restructured school handbook is now posted on our website
for their convenience and a copy was emailed to
families as well. The last page was sent home with
the children for parents to sign and return.
We want families to be aware of the changes. If they
lost the page, parents can let me know and I will email
it to them so they can print, sign and return to school.
Online links for signups for the parent-teacher
conferences were emailed to all parents a month ago;
we closed the online sign-up. At this point, if any
families did not get a chance to sign up and would
like to meet with the teacher, they can contact the
teachers directly to arrange an appointment.
The first open house was held on Sunday,
November 3 at 11 a.m. This will be the first of many.
Painting of the school hallways is underway and
it looks amazing! I want to invite parents to
volunteer to help with the rest of the painting. We
will get together on November 9 to finish up. More
volunteers mean more fun and less time and work.
Our staff and students worked on a thank-you card
for St. Agnes parishioners. It was scanned and printed
and appeared in the church bulletin. We appreciate
their continued support. Saint Agnes Academy is a
top-notch school because of its parishioners' love and
passion. I want to thank families for their amazing
feedback regarding all the changes and programs
we are offering. We always love to hear from them
and will work hard to address any needs and concerns.
I would also like to thank the teachers and the staff
for a great start to the year. The best team ever! I want
to remind everyone that my doors are always open and
there are so many ways to contact me. Come and visit
during school hours, call
me for an appointment
after school hours, email
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me, or send me a note
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with your child.
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Calend ar of Event s:
November 5 – Pageant choir signups –
6:30 p.m.
November 6 – Parent-teacher conferences – half day of
school
November 5 – Pageant choir – 6:30 p.m. in library
November 12 – Pageant choir – 6:30 p.m. in library
November 19 – Pageant choir – 6:30 p.m. in library
November 21 – DARE graduation – 1 p.m. in cafeteria
November 27 – Half day of school
November 28 – Thanksgiving Day
November 29 – No school
December 2 – Parish Mission
December 3 – Pageant choir – 6:30 p.m. in library
December 6 – In-service release – half day of school

NEWS BITS...
Middle School Students
Reach Out to Help Local Veterans
Grades 6-8 will be placing collection boxes in
designated areas to help local veterans in Northern
Berkshire county. The classes will also be purchasing
items as part of its community service activities. Veterans in North Berkshire need warm clothing, food items,
and perishable goods.

Family STEM Night Offers
Wide Range of Learning Activities
Our enrichment director, Mrs. Flanders, is happy to
report that Family STEM Night was a great success. It
was wonderful to see all the learning and excitement
going on in the cafeteria that night. Thank you to all the
volunteers for helping it run so smoothly. Plans for a
Family Literacy Night are in the works with the Dalton
Library. More information will follow in the coming
months.
Lots of clubs and classes are going on and keeping
many of the students busy after school. Kitchen Kaboom, Lego Robotics, and National Math Club all
started in the same week! Thank you to Lisa Fusini and
all the teachers and staff for helping direct the students
to the right locations after school.
Mrs. Flanders is starting to work on organizing a
number of different after school classes starting in
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January. Have an idea for an afters chool class or would
you like to maybe run a club or class? Contact Mrs.
Flanders at kflanders@saintagnescc.com

WHAT’S UP IN THE CLASSROOM
In Mrs. Leja’s and Mrs. Kulpa’s pre-Kindergarten,
our field trip to Whitney’s Farm was just the perfect day!
The weather cooperated and the pumpkins were ready
for carving. The children really loved the hayride, and
some even enjoyed the scary walk through the cornstalk
maze. As a parting gift, every one of us was given an
apple cider doughnut for the trip back to school. Overall, it was an absolutely terrific day for all of us.
As the weather seems to be changing rapidly with
chilly temperatures, please make sure your child brings
a jacket or sweatshirt to school.
Captain Matt Packard from the Pittsfield Fire Department visited the classroom during Fire Prevention
Week. He gave us a presentation on fire safety and how
firemen are our friends.
Preschool and Pre-K classes had our classroom
Halloween Party on Wednesday, October 30. The children dressed up in costumes for our annual parade
through the school. Thank you to the PTO for providing
pizza for us.

In Mrs. Patti’s Kindergarten, it has been a very
busy October. After learning
about pumpkins, we took a
field trip to Whitney’s Farm
in Cheshire where we had an
exciting time taking a hay
ride, picking pumpkins, and
going through the corn
maze. We also took a walking
field trip to the Dalton
Library as we learned about
our community.

In Mrs. Capeless’ first grade, the class finished its
unit on apples. We are busy in October learning about
pumpkins and comparing life cycles of apples to
pumpkins. We are also predicting how many seeds in
our pumpkins and counting our seeds in groups of 2, 5,
and 10.
Great reading skills are showing up and our love of
books makes this so enjoyable. We have started our
weekly trips to the Dalton Library to read to the preschool children. Mrs. Whitman has been such a great
help in keeping this program going in first grade.

Mrs. Blefari’s second graders enjoyed a bit of fall with
a unit about apples. The apple glasses were a fun culmination to the unit that also included making applesauce,
science activities on oxidation, and books and discussions about Johnny Appleseed. We have finished our first
math and reading units. Benchmarks have been completed and everyone is doing well. I think second grade
agrees with them!
In religion, we are focusing our attention on discussing saints being the heroes of our faith. Hopefully it
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will make All Saints Day a bit more understandable.
Next month, we will focus our efforts on being thankful
for all our blessings.

Mrs. Todriff’s third grade has
been writing scary stories and a
variety of poems. We have also
been learning about contact and
non-contact forces. One photo
shows students experimenting
with magnetism. Students placed
homonyms on the tree in the
other photo.

Mrs. Ferraro’s fifth
graders have been working
on the extension of their
multiplication skills with
two-digit and three-digit
problems. If your student is
struggling with their multiplication tables, please work
with them at home using
multiplication flash cards.
Reading stories included
expository texts and realistic
fiction, honing skills such as
writing descriptive job advertisements and reviewing
types of nouns. In religion,
the students have learned ways that we can build up the
Body of Christ, and are beginning to assemble boxes as
part of the Box of Joy project.
The class has also been delving into the DARE program, most recently experiencing a pleasant visit from
Officer Soldato and equine Officer Gunner.

Mrs. Adams’ fourth grade is a very creative and
artistic group of students. They are also motivated writers. Here is an assignment from their literature readers,
“Letters Home from Yosemite.” They are busy researching family history, traditions, and cultures for our
Scholastic publishing date of November 15. It’s hard to
believe the first quarter has ended.

Mrs. Salatino’s classes; Sixth grade science students
read about plate tectonics and learned how the continents and mountains were created. Lauren Lange displayed the summary she wrote about plate tectonics on
her chalk stenciled mountain range.
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queens,moats, dungeons... how can you not love it? We
will actually start our unit with a project. Beginning this
week, and going into next week, students will be learning
about medieval cathedrals and their vital role in daily
European life during the Middle Ages. They will be required to research a specific cathedral, learn about how,
why and where it was built then creatively share that information with the class. I’m looking forward to seeing
the finished products. Stay tuned for some pictures
when everything is complete!

As the seventh grade science class studied plate
tectonics, volcanic eruptions, and landforms, the class
drew diagrams. This diagram of a volcano was created
by Marc Mularski.

Students in eighth grade studied rocks and minerals.
They learned about the properties of minerals and classifying rocks. Eighth grader, Cat Moriarty, illustrated her
version of the Rock Cycle.

In Mrs. Jamros’ classes; Sixth grade math is working
on exponents and scientific notation. Seventh grade
math is doing a daily "3 Minute Math Dash" to practice
adding and subtracting integers. They are also solving
two-step equations.
The eighth grade math class is working on squaring
numbers and finding square roots, and will begin
working with irrational numbers. Grades 7 and 8 have
just completed the first quarter book project and
will begin working on the next one for the second
quarter. Grade 7 literature is reading short stories and
Grade 8 is working on writing effective sentences and
using figurative language.

Serving Our Parish
By Belén Gálvez and Elizabeth Erwin

Mrs. Dudziak’s classes; Sixth grade is currently working on the unit project for Canada. Each student has
chosen a Canadian province to research, and is working
to create a travel brochure highlighting the interesting
things to see and do on a fun-filled Canadian vacation. I
can’t wait to see the finished products!
Grades 7 and 8 have officially started my favorite unit
of the year, the Middle Ages! Castles, kings,

On Saturday night, October 26,
St. Agnes Parish held its annual
Spaghetti Dinner. This dinner is
a fundraiser for the parish, and
people of all ages come to
enjoy the food. The fundraising
committee asked middle school
students to help serve the dinners.
This year, four middle school students, Belén Gálvez,
Elizabeth Erwin, Brenna Bellefontaine and Jocelyne
Cole, donated their time to help with this event. The
committee is always very appreciative of the students
who volunteer. Students said they had fun and felt good
after helping to serve others. We think this experience is
important and it was for a very good cause. It was nice to
see people smiling and laughing with each other over a
nice meal, knowing we were a part of it.
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PTO Happenings
October was a very busy month with sponsored
classroom field trips, Box Tops collection, a Fall Family Fun
Day at Ioka Valley Farm, and our Annual Halloween Party! We
want to give a BIG shout out to all the volunteers who made
the Halloween Party such a great success. A SPOOKY time
was had by all.
Our Cash Calendar sale has wrapped up and we are in the
process of announcing winners. All winners will receive a phone
call. You can also see
a list of winners on
the website and
FaceBook. Plans for
a speaker for a “Parents Night out”, the
Christmas Shoppe,

and a Christmas Party and Concert
are underway. Let us know if you
would like to volunteer to help with
any of these events. The next PTO
meeting will be held November 4 at
2:45 p.m.
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November 2019

November always turns our thoughts toward our many blessings. I continue to place all my St. Agnes
friends at the top of my gratitude list. This year I have a special reason to be thankful though. Ruth and I
returned to the U.S. a month early due to some heart issues I was experiencing. We landed here one day
and I underwent a heart cath the very next day. I am pleased to say that I received a stent to open an artery that was 95% blocked. I am doing very well and plan to return to Burkina Faso in January. –Sr. Linda

Education Breaks the Cycle of Poverty
Faronbie has already experienced much grief in his
young life. His father died in 2010 when Faronbie was
still in primary school.
In 2014, Faronbie made a decision to follow
Christ and told his mother that he would like to continue his education. But his village only has a primary
school so when it was time for him to continue to middle school, his mother refused to allow him to leave
the village. Faronbie has two younger brothers and
two older sisters but none of the other children have
been sent to school.
One of our local ministry partners, Pastor Joel,
knew about this situation
and negotiated with Faronbie’s mother to allow him to
move into his home and
continue to the seventh
grade. Pastor Joel has rescued many such children
and currently has five orphans living in his small
courtyard.
Last year, Faronbie
received training on raising
chickens providing him additional tools to support
himself.
We recently learned
of a Christian Technical
School that trains boys in
various trades which was a

perfect fit for Faronbie. He passed the entrance exam
and was accepted into their two-year soldering program. Faronbie will finish school with a government
recognized certificate allowing him to work as a certified solderer.
The rescue of this young life is the result of a
loving, compassionate pastor and the benefits of child
sponsorship. Sponsorship changes lives, one child at
a time, offering faith, hope, and love! Faronbie is
sponsored by a St. Agnes School alumna, Christin
Young.
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