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Principal Notes:

Enrichment Program is
Off and Running!

New School Year Brings
Changes and Opportunities

Our Lego Robotics club will be meeting at the end of
October and working hard to get ready for competition.
Thank you to Frank Krol and Evan Hickok for volunteering their valuable time to run this club. It is hard to resist Legos!
Kitchen Kaboom, which will be run by the Berkshire
Museum, received a wonderful response and the full
class will be running every Monday starting in October
until Christmas break. Principal Makdisi and Katie Flanders, enrichment director, recently had a very productive
meeting with the museum and there will be more programs and collaborations in the near future.
Barbara Kochapski, a former music teacher, will work
with St. Agnes and offer piano lessons to St. Agnes students from ages 7 to 14 every Tuesday and Thursday. We
feel very fortunate to have Mrs. Kochapski bring this
very popular after-school activity back to St. Agnes.
The National Math club will be starting soon as well.
This will be a monthly club open to all middle school students. We are still trying to finalize a date to start in October and planning the curriculum. The club is run
through Mathcounts.org, and a video contest about solving specific math problems was just released. Mr. Flanders, the club leader, is looking to enter the SAA math
club.
Girls Who Code, run by Principal Makdisi, is off to a
great start every Tuesday afternoon. St. Agnes Academy
is proud to host the only 3rd to 5th grade Girls Who
Code club in the Berkshires. It is much more than a computer science program but a movement working on clos-

As part of our plan to go paperless, you may have noticed many updates and news coming to your email box.
Teachers are sending individual and group emails
to families regarding class updates. In addition, our administration office recently set up a Parent-Teacher conference schedule online with invitations to all parents to
sign up.
We’re doing our best to centralize our data and communicate in the most efficient way. Meanwhile, we are
still sending reminders and notes home with your children just so you don’t miss an event or an important
piece of information.
As I mentioned at Parents Back to School Night, this
is a process, and we ask that you help us by providing
Power School or our administrative office with your current active email. As we move forward, please don’t hesitate to share with us your thoughts and feedback. As
always, talk to friends, neighbors, and co-workers about
the amazing things happening at St. Agnes and let us
know what we can do better. Thanks so much for your
help and support.
–Fadia Rostom Makdisi
Principal

NEWS BITS...
Academy Connects with
Berkshire Families
The Academy was thrilled to participate in the
recent Berkshire School Fair at Miss Hall's School
in Pittsfield on Tuesday, September 24. It was a
great opportunity
for us to connect
with families
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ing the gender gap in technology and helping build confidence and inspiration.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Katie Flanders with
any thoughts, questions, concerns, or ideas to improve
the enrichment program.

Calendar of Events:
October 7 – School photo re-shoot day
- 8 a.m.
October 11 – In-service day - no school
October 14 – Columbus Day - no school
October 25 – Catholic Schools in-service - no school
October 30 – First Eucharist parents’ meeting - 6:30 p.m.
in library
November 5 – Pageant choir sign-ups - 6:30 p.m. in library
November 6 – Parent conferences - half day of school

In Mrs. Patti’s Kindergarten, students had a great
time meeting their eighth grade Big Buddies! They will
be joining us every week to do projects and fun activities.

WHAT’S UP IN THE CLASSROOM

In Mrs. Leja’s and Mrs. Kulpa’s pre-Kindergarten, the
three-year-old class has been very busy. Our first theme
for the month was "I am Special." We discussed what
makes each one of us special and unique as well as what
makes us similar. The reminder of the month was dedicated to our farm unit. Students learned what the
farmer’s job is and how important farms are. They also
learned about the various animals that live on the farm.
We sang many songs, played farm games, and did many
farm-related projects. At the end of this unit, we celebrated by having a "Hoe Down Party." Fun was had by all.

Big buddy time.

In Mrs. Capeless’ first grade, students have been
learning about apples. We learned about the life cycle of
an apple. We tasted eight different varieties! Our class
favorites were Granny Smith and Pink Lady.

Mrs. Blefari’s second grade met with Deacon Rick on
Sept. 25 to talk about Baptism. This is part of their
preparation for receiving the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the spring. Thank you to
Deacon Rick!
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In Ms. Young’s fifth grade, we agree that September
has certainly flown by. The class has been learning about
the spheres of Earth, reviewing place values, types of
sentences, rising to challenges, and talking of God’s creation. They have also been taking on new responsibilities such as running the snack cart, which funds two
sponsorships in Africa, and assisting the kindergarteners with their computer class.

In Mrs. Todriff’s third grade, students are
sequencing the main events in the fable, “What About
Me?” This helps them write an organized paragraph
summarizing the story!

In Mrs. Salatino’s sixth grade, the science class uses
their iPads to conduct research.\

In Mrs. Adams’ fourth grade, the class is studying
“The Regions of Our Country” as part of the social studies curriculum. Currently, we are studying the Northeast
region. Students are extremely excited about working on
their individual posters of the five different regions: the
states and their geography, cultures, capitals, and economy. We listened to the “Tour the States” video and enjoyed singing along. It’s a fun way of learning where the
states are and their capitals. Check it out on YouTube!
In Mrs. Dudziak’s seventh grade, students practice
their weekly vocabulary words by competing in a "vocabulary jam."

Fifth grade lends a hand to kindergarteners.

Eighth grade storytelling.

Mrs. Jamros’ eighth graders celebrate Math Storytelling Day by making tangrams and writing stories to
explain them.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game
The middle school recently got a chance to catch a
Red Sox game during STEM Day at Fenway Park in
Boston. A big-thank-you to the PTO for sponsoring this
great event.
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PTO Happenings
We started off the year in style with a grand welcome
for our students and staff. We are in the midst of our Cash Calendar
fundraiser and making plans for the Halloween Party on October 25.
Say hello to our new PTO officers and let them know how you would like
to support the PTO:
Kathy LaPointe- President • Kristene Erwin- Treasurer • Sheila Wheeler- Secretary
If you haven’t already submitted your contact information to the PTO, please send
so we can keep you up to date on upcoming events.
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You can take the teacher out of the classroom but…
Six years have passed since I last walked out of the classroom and transitioned to my new vocation in
West Africa. Some days it feels like only yesterday that I was enthusiastically preparing for a new school year. I
have come to realize that St. Agnes Academy and Parish will always have a place in my heart no matter the time
or physical distance that separates us.
Ruth and I have been in Africa for a couple months now. We are glad to be back even though there are
many challenges due to increased security issues and terrorism. We have had to relocate our home from our
beloved village to a nearby town. The local police chief advised us not to spend the night in our village due to its
location and the isolation. We have a new home but miss our village life where we were able to rub elbows with
people every day. We know we need to adjust and change if we wish to continue to work in this region and so
we have reluctantly accepted the change.
Life here is not just a challenge for us but even more so for the Burkinabe people. Last year was a particularly difficult one for students. There were teacher strikes, student strikes, many school closings because of the
terrorist activity and even teachers killed in some areas. Very few students passed the standardized exams
given in 6th and 10th grade. Some teachers refused to give grades for the second trimester. Yet the children
long for an education and we will continue to work to make this a reality. Not all will succeed but it will make a
world of difference to that one child who does.
A big part of our work is finding sponsors so children will have the chance to go to school. The need is
overwhelming and sometimes it feels insurmountable. Then I think of Barkawende who has been sponsored by
St. Agnes Academy for many years. She has worked hard and is completing her second year of university where
she is studying medicine. Alassane, also sponsored by St. Agnes Academy, is starting the ninth grade this year.
None of this would have been
possible without you and so
many other parishioners who
have become sponsors. You
are making a huge difference!
If you would like to hop
on the sponsorship team, I
would be happy to assist you
in the process. Perhaps God
is calling you to reach out to
Sadolba? This little guy has
been waiting for over a year
to hear the words ”You have
a sponsor.” It is a good investment in the future and
costs about a dollar a day.
God bless you!
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