SPECIAL EDITION
The members of the Torch Staff hope that everyone is healthy and
doing well during these tough times. In order to bring some normalcy to our lives we have decided to publish this issue of The
Torch online so we can share it with all our students and staff. We
hope to see all of you in the very near future. Till then , be well
and stay safe.
* A special thanks to Mr. Zides for all his all help in making this online issue
possible.

STEAM FAIR 2020
by Caitlin Decker
The STEAM Fair is the
celebration of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics!
It is run by Mrs. Fox, Mrs.
Kischak and Mrs. Stephens, but
there are tons of people who help.
The fair was held at the Mahopac
Middle School on January 25th and
there were 185 students who signed
up and presented their science
projects.
Categories included in the
fair were Outstanding Women in
Steam, Robotics, and Leonardo Da
Vinci. There were a number of
teachers and high school students
who signed up to help out with the
event and judge. The high school
students also helped the students
who participated. They had a
mentoring program where Honor
Society high school students came
once a week to help the students
with their projects. It was an amazing program.
This was the 5th year doing this spectacular fair. This year,
there was also a new part to the
program. On Friday, January 24th,
the day before the fair, 100 5th
graders came from the elementary
schools to see the projects. The
middle school students presented
their projects to the 5th graders.
They had a great time. After presenting to the 5th graders, there was
a Mad-Science show that was astounding. Pictures and results are
on the inside.

Mr. Douglas
P.C.M.E.A.
by Staff Reporter
Over thirty of our middle
school musicians took part in the
annual Putnam County Music
Educator’s Association music festival. The event featured outstanding musicians from all the schools
in Putnam County. The groups that
perfromed were the concert band,
chorus and orchestra.
The festival involved two
days of practice at George Fisher
Middle School in Carmel. Guest
conductors were brought in to work
with the ensembles. Students arrived on Friday afternoon at 3:00
and rehearsed till 7:15 that night.
They returned the next day and rehearsed for yet another 5 hours!
The event culminated with a concert in front of a packed house on
Saturday afternoon.
Congratulations to all of our
students who were selected and
attended this great event.There are
more pictures on the inside.

Members of our student government
traveled to Blythedale Children’s Hospital to visit the children there and
bring them gifts.

by Vanessa Keogh and Kelsey
Mastropietro
Have you met Mr. Douglas
yet? He is a new substitute teacher
in our school as well as a tech
teacher. He is from Stormville and
he went to college at SUNY Oswego.
He is single and has no children. He works at Mahopac
Middle School because he likes to
work with children. Mr. Douglas
says the day goes by fast and he
has fun teaching. Mr. Douglas also
just graduated from college. His favorite book is Harry Potter and
his favorite movie is Ironman. For
hobbies he enjoys working with 3D
printing and hiking. Mr. Douglas
isn't that big into sports.
In middle school he was a
good student and his favorite class
was art. He was quiet, enjoyed having fun, liked going to movies, and
liked to eat Chinese food.
Mr. Douglas’s favorite thing
about Mahopac Middle School is
that everyone is friendly and helpful. We wish him the best luck here
at Mahopac Middle School!

An outstanding job by our PAC club!
They raised money for the Jenna Jack
Pack Project. Fantastic job! Full story
is on page 8.

Why Not
Times New Roman?
by Mediocre Flutist
Primarily due to school, I’m
an avid user of Google Docs. But,
every time I create a new document, I can’t help but wonder about
Google’s default font choice; Arial.
Many users such as myself don’t
ever use Arial.
So that brings another
question. Why not Times New Roman? Times New Roman is favored
by many people and even big newspaper companies. Switching the
default font from Arial to Times
New Roman would save many
people time and effort in that they
wouldn’t have to search for Times
New Roman, which is located at
the bottom of the fonts list due to it
starting with the letter ‘T’.
Something to think about!

My Life With An
Annoying Sister
Do you have a REALLY
annoying sister? Well I do, let me
tell you about her. First she will yell
at me all the time to do annoying
stuff. She will come into my room
for no apparent reason just to annoy me. When she tells stories, she
can't get one sentence out without
laughing through the whole thing.
When she , you will be three feet
away and talking so loud it hurts
your eardrums. When she says “hi”
to you, she says it so loud you can
hear it from down the hallway. Everyone in my family even thinks
she's loud.
We all have our good and
bad qualities though. The bottom
line is that she is my sister, we will
be friends forever, and I love her
very much.

Helping Others

Sky Sepulveda , Angelina Russo and Larenna
Panza

In December, my mother’s boss asked my friends and I, (Sky
and Larenna) if we wanted to collect donations for Saint Judes Childrens
hospital. It was close to Christmas time so we thought it would be a nice
thing to do.
We set up a table with cookies and hot chocolate outside the
Pottery Barn in the Danbury Mall. At the end of the night, we had
collected $900 and beat the record for the previous years.

Band-O-Rama
The Annual Band-O-Rama Festival was held at Mahopac High School
for the 5th year on February 13th. Over 400 band students from grades 4-12
came together to perform. Each individual band played a song by themselves and
then all 400 plus students played a piece together. A good time was had by all!

Mrs. Murray
by Hailey Gustin
I bet you’ve gone to the guidance office
plenty of times. Have you seen the nice lady at
the front desk? You may not know her name,
but it’s Mrs. Murray. She files, types things up,
answers questions on the phone, and helps any
students who need it.
Mrs. Murray has a background in
teaching but she stopped years ago in order to
raise a family. She has two beautiful daughters,
Savana and Fallon, and a caring husband, Steve.
When she’s outside of school, she loves to
go metal detecting, which is quite unusual, yet
fascinating at the same time. For example, her
best find when metal detecting was when she
found an 1864 Civil War head penny. When
she isn’t doing that, she’s reading books and
watching movies. She doesn’t like any movies
or books in particular, especially because there
are so many great ones to choose from. Either
way, she thinks the best ones are the books and
movies that involve survival and amazing adventures.
When Mrs. Murry was younger, she lived in
Northern Westchester with her family. She went
to Catholic school when she was growing up,
so unfortunately wasn’t able to play any instruments or do any extracurricular activities. She
was an Honor Roll student and later went to
go to college to pursue teaching. Mrs. Murry
went to SUNY New Paltz for her Bachelor's
degree there, and to Lehman College for her
Master’s degree.
Although she gave up teaching, she is
here now and is part of the Pac family. She
loves the hospitality of the staff and students here.
She thinks it makes it feel like a real family.
So now, whenever you go to Guidance, be
sure to say “hi” to Mrs. Murray!

Why an Anime Like Mob Psycho is Important to Watch
by Pgags#1Fan
Mob Psycho 100 is an anime about the psychic
middle schooler, Shigeo Kageyama (nicknamed Mob), on
his journey to learn to control his powers and be his best
self. Now, like some middle schoolers, Mob isn't the most
confident person, in fact he’s quite the opposite. He is a very
quiet person who would prefer to keep to himself because
he lacks social skills. Although what he lacks in social skills,
he makes up with his psychic powers.
An esper is a person who has the ability to use psychic powers or abilities, such as pyrokinetics, telekinesis,
telepathy, etc. When Mob was a child he met a person by
the name of Reigen Arataka, a con artist pretending to be
able of exercising and killing ghosts as a business. Mob saw
Reigns business sign and decided to talk to him, Reigen told
Mob he’ll help him take control of his powers. In return
Mob will work for Reigen to exorcise ghosts.
An anime like this is important because it helps us
learn to control ourselves and become better people. When
Mob gets laughed at or something happens to him, we feel
empathy and we hope it gets better. When it does, we laugh
with Mob. We also enjoy when we see something go right
for him.
Seeing a relatable middle schooler like this helps us
learn more about ourselves and connect with our feelings.
Growing together with Mob and learning from his experiences is something very beautiful. The meaning behind the
show can be interpreted as anything, but its mostly interpreted as, your life is your own. This is hinted by the end of
the second opening in season two, where the final line of the
song is “your life is your own.”
If you ever decided that you’d want to give anime a
try, or are looking for an anime to watch, Mob Psycho 100
is a perfect anime to start off with. It only has a few episodes. Counting season one and two, it only totals 24 episodes altogether. The way Mob Psycho 100 delivers it’s
message is in a very slow, yet exciting way, and you’d feel
that as you watch the show.

Mahopac STEAM Fair Winners - 2020
Overall Grade Winners 2020
GRADE 6:
1st place: Marble Roller Coaster - Annibel Pope and Grace Gaine
2nd place: Growing Gummy Bears - Julia Decker, Gabriella Bartholdi
and Ruby Gertelman
3rd place: Bath Bomb Explosion - Angelica Curcio
GRADE 7:
1st place: Bubble Mania - Cass Fabbie
1st Place: How Motor Oil Affects Plants and Animal Life - Erin Harney
2nd place: From Da Vinci to da Glider - Liam Bergerson
3rd place: What Do You See? - Molly McGourty, Keira Hammond
and Leila Conlan
GRADE 8: 1st place: What Causes Bioluminescence in Living Organisms? Hailey Gustin
1st place: Good Vibes - James Biolchini
1st place: Clean is the New Dream - Caitlin Decker and Madison Salem
2nd place: Dirty School - Casey Brandstetter, Owen Ryan and DJ DeMatteo
3rd place: Testing Water - Noah Bonder, Quinn Kelleher and Joe Luczkowski
3rd place: Can Color Affect Memorization? - Emma Behun and Taylor Martin
Biology Category Winners
1st place: What Causes Bioluminescence in Living Organisms? Hailey Gustin
1st Place: How Motor Oil Affects Plants and Animal Life - Erin Harney
2nd place: What Do You See? - Molly McGourty, Keira Hammond
and Leila Conlan
2nd place: Dirty School - Casey Brandstetter, Owen Ryan and DJ DeMatteo
3rd place: Can Color Affect Memorization? - Emma Behun and Taylor Martin
Technology Category Winners
1st place: Clean is the New Dream - Caitlin Decker and Madison Salem
2nd place: Racers - Nicole Martin, Emilia Mazur and Dianeliz Velez
3rd place: How Much Electricity Can Pass Through Different Substances Davin Barksdale and Devin Weed
3rd place: Solar Energy - Mia Reitzen
Earth and Space Category Winners
1st place: How the Height of a Volcano Affects Lava Flow Anastasia Villani
Physical Science Category Winners
1st place: Bubble Mania - Cass Fabbie
1st Place: Cornhole Toss - Connor Behun and Ronan Beany
2nd place: From Da Vinci to da Glider - Liam Bergerson
2nd place: Marble Roller Coaster - Annibel Pope and Grace Gaine
3rd place: Wings Make you Fly - Hayden Biolchini
Testing Water - Noah Bonder, Quinn Kelleher and Joe Luczkowski

Donations!
by Kelsey Mastropietro, Sophia Perillo and Sophia Lombardi.
Dogs barked everywhere as we unloaded boxes and bags. The chilly air made us shiver and wish we
had brought our coats. We were at the Putnam Humane Society! New York's very first no kill shelter. Here
they care for dogs and cats until they find a home for them.
Throughout the month of December, Mrs. McNeill’s and Mrs. Frey’s MMS Success classes collected
donations for the Putnam Humane Society’s Wish List. The entire MS building was asked to contribute in any
way possible. Mahopac Middle School had collected toys, blankets, and food for the Putnam Humane Society. On January 13th, 11 students from our school that helped with the donations got to go on a trip to deliver
what we had collected. When we got to the Humane Society a woman named Amoure gave us a very nice and
welcoming tour of the Putnam Humane Society.
First, we got to see the dogs, which were outside at the moment, but would come inside during the
night. Each dogs had their own space, which was filled with toys and comfy blankets. Every dog that we
passed had its own very sad story, but now every dog is as happy as can be and waiting for a new loving home!
Next we went inside to see the cats. We got to pet some cats that were very friendly and adorable. We
spent the most time petting this very nice cat named Petals who was going to be adopted that weekend! We
also liked Boots, who was very nice and was still looking for a new home.
One of our all time favorites was King. He is Amoure’s dog, but he is also the complaint department.
If anything is wrong, you go to King and he will make it right. Later, we got to stick toys into the cats cages and
move them around to get the cats to be more active. It was very cute and funny to see them play.
If you are looking to adopt a furry friend, consider adopting from the Putnam Humane Society. They
treat their cats and dogs with love and respect and train them to be a good family pet. They even have a
donation center to help people that don't have enough money to buy their cat or dog pet food. Thank you so
much Putnam Humane Society for making this world brighter and more loving for our furry friends!
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Carnival!
by Red Foxxy and Kelsey M.
The reasons we may partake in the carnival festival are because, as Mrs. D’Aprile says, “It is
a big holiday in Italy, and it’s lots of
fun to have fun.” The teachers also
wanted the high school and middle
school students to come together
and create the carnival masks.
For the judging, all the
masks were put in the library and
were judged by peers and staff.
People could vote for their favorite
mask even if they didn’t participate in the actual event. Mrs.
D’Aprile says “ I love all the masks
and I can’t pick which is the best
because they are all so unique and
pretty”
The winner will receive a
gift basket of Italian goodies such
as, notebooks and key chains, all
from Italy. They will also win a gift
card of their choice. (Mrs.
D’Aprile says that the winner will
probably choose a Starbucks or
Dunkin’ Donuts gift card.)

by Eric Wendler, Secretary of the Student Government
The Student Government is back with more news. You may be
thinking that the student government hasn’t done much. Well, this year,
we have done more than any other year.
Hi, I’m the secretary of the government, and my job is like that
of an actual secretary, maintaining notes and databases, making digital
archives like google forms, organize reports, etc. As you can tell, it’s an
important job. I have been having private meetings with the Principal,
alongside the school president, and the vice president. I even had the
privilege to speak with Mr. Campesi, the one providing us food from
Aramark.
The main goal currently is to do something about the food, sounds
simple right? Wrong. The state has many regulations on what the cafeteria can serve, calorie limits, low cal ingredients, and other health regulations. We’ve come up with a solution. We call it students choice.
When we had a meeting with the government council, we decided that we would be starting a food poll. We would survey what
foods people want added, and the foods with the highest votes will be
put on a final nomination form. Then, we would pick a day for Students
Choice, where that food is served for the day.
We also started talking about things we could do. For example
events built around the “i” In Kindness. We’ve even had the opportunity
to go on a trip to a children's hospital. We donated many toys for children less fortunate than us. We got to play with them, and saw that even
small interactions can make a big difference.
I would also like to ask for more people to attend the council
meetings. Anyone can come, and we need you to make a difference. You
might be surprised at what you can accomplish when you put your mind
to it.

Pictured above are our chorus students who took part in the recent
choral festival held at the high school.

Jenna Jack Pack Fundraiser
by Caitlin Decker
As you probably know, this year, there was a Penny Wars competition. But did you know what all that
money was going to? All the pennies and coins that you donated was helping buy specific things for children
who have lost a parent or sibling. Whether it be a Star Wars notebook or stuffed animal, these small little things
make that child feel better! And the best part is that you helped!
This was the second year doing Penny Wars, but we have been supporting Jenna Jack Pack for 4
years. Penny Wars is a fun game that all the teams of the middle school play. You add coins or paper money to
your team’s jug. When you add pennies or paper money, your team gets points added. Putting in silver coins
will subtract points. Even if you didn’t donate any coins, you may have bought some popcorn in the lobby. This
year was the first year doing this, and it was to help raise money for Jenna Jack Pack.
A lot of people helped with this amazing project. The teachers on Team 8A that had Jenna as a student
helped along with the P.A.C. volunteers (run by Mrs. McNeill and Mrs. Maloney.) Students from NJHS also
helped with this event.
Penny Wars has also evolved. Two years ago, the jugs were put into classrooms. Last year they
improved it by putting all the jugs in the front of the school during lunch periods so everyone could see them
better and participate even more. Jenna Jack Pack is a beautiful thing and we hope next year everyone will help
to make it a success once more.

PCMEA
2020
Chorus
Emma Behun, Sophia Ruth Butironi,
Cassie Coles, Giselle Esteves, Celina Inzano,
Will Lopes, Kaitlyn Pearsall, Gabriella Reo,
Esteban Sanchez, Peyton Swoap, Maxine Van
Nortwick

Band

Hayden Biolchini, Joseph Biondi, Cameron Dinsmore,
Robert Dusovic, Julian Forrest, Madeline Hanlon, Sydney
Hughes, Gianna Lucia, Joaquin Martinez, Kailee
Mastropietro, Giovanna Perillo, Sarah Robinson, Ryan
Rosa, Christopher Rosa, Madison Salem, Ava
Sigurjonsson, Shane Waring, Eric Wendler

Orchestra

Aalyaan Ali, Madelynn Behrendt, James
Biolchini, Andrew Boga, Andrew Clark,
Kaitlin Grow, Samiksha Mogallapalli,
Danica Parent, Eva Shalbinski, Brayden
Torrey, Landon Varley

