Empowering schools and students to take ownership
for sportsmanship.

Players and Spectators
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Will accept the responsibility and privilege the student-athlete has in representing their
school and community by learning and showing teamwork, sportsmanship and discipline in
all aspects of the game.
Will demonstrate respect for self, coach, teammates, opponents, officials and spectators by
exhibiting good character and conducting themselves as a positive role model.
Will win and lose graciously.
Will cheer for your team, not against your opponent.
Will congratulate opponents in a sincere manner following either victory or defeat.
Will adhere to the host school’s acceptable dress code at all home and away contests
commensurate with classroom behavior. For CIAC tournament contests all spectators will be
appropriately attired with their torso completely covered and with no visible degrading or
demeaning writings/logos.
Any signs displayed must be positive in nature, reference only the school supported by the
sign maker, and must be pre-approved by the athletic director of the school referenced in the
sign.
During outdoor sports, no air horns or horns of any kind or whistles will be used, and any
other noisemakers will be allowed with the host athletic director’s approval and only be used
during “dead ball” situations to celebrate good play. During indoor sports, no noisemakers
will be used.
Spectators will cheer positively to support their team, will not cheer negatively against the
opponent.
Spectators will show respect for the game officials and their decisions.
Spectators will show respect for the playing of the National Anthem.

Class Act Standards
The CIAC acknowledges that the school administration is responsible for the athletic program,
including the making of broad and specific policies and procedures relating to sportsmanship and the
conduct of activities in the school. To that end, the CIAC urges each school principal to adopt the
following sportsmanship procedures and standards for their school and to champion the “Class Act”
sportsmanship program as these standards will be used in all CIAC post-season contests. As a result
of declaring and showing proof of adhering to these standards, a school will receive some recognition
of having achieved and maintained this honor. The school should form a student based council that
will assist the athletic department in overseeing the implementation of and adherence to these
standards.

CIAC Sportsmanship Guidelines
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The CIAC requires that all school personnel – administrators, faculty, and coaches – give special
and specific emphasis about CIAC’s expectations for good sportsmanship during the regular season
as well as CIAC tournaments requiring that athletes and members of the student body
conduct themselves in a manner that reflects nothing but credit upon your school. Any
unsportsmanlike conduct on the part of students and adults is unacceptable and will be addressed
with strong and appropriate measures.
The CIAC sportsmanship standards should be as widely disseminated as possible using the studentparent handbook, student-athlete handbook, school newspaper, parent newsletter, school web site
and the local media.
The CIAC sportsmanship standards for spectators should be read by PA announcers prior to
each contest.
The CIAC sportsmanship standards of conduct be prominently posted at all sports venues.
When event programs are provided, the CIAC sportsmanship standards be included.
Member schools require having athletes, parents/guardians, sign an acknowledgement which
would show that they have read the student-athlete handbook and understand the CIAC
sportsmanship standards.
Member schools will conduct a pre-season meeting with student-athletes, coaches and parents
to review the CIAC sportsmanship standards.
Member schools should communicate with opposing schools and inform them they are a “Class
Act School” and provide them with the CIAC sportsmanship standards which will be strictly adhered
to.
Member schools hosting a game should make available to visiting schools necessary
game information – includes directions for parking, location of ticket booths, seating arrangement,
ticket prices, game time, directions for each game site.
Member schools hosting a game should arrange for adequate police supervision.
Member schools should take measures to prevent fans from getting near or on the playing area
and around the players benches. After the contest, prevents fans from going onto the playing area.
Member schools should provide for adequate supervision of students and facilities.
Supervisors should sit in the stands with the students.

