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7th Grade Students Pledge to End Animal Cruelty
Did you know the international fur trade results in the killing of over 2 million cats and dogs? Seventh grade students
involved in I.S. 72's Save the Animals school action team pledges to end animal cruelty. Students and staff members are
the voices for these animals. More than ever before, animals need our help to prevent crimes against them.
Many animals die due to puppy mills (selective breeding), dogfighting, laboratory experiments and major circus acts.
However, some actions such as leaving a dog outside for many hours constitute animal cruelty. Our mission is to inform
our peers, teachers, administration and our local community of what animal cruelty looks like, ways to prevent animal
cruelty and who to call if it needs to be reported.
Seventh grade students and staff members created pledges which included pictures of abused animals and described
examples of animal cruelty. We want to send a positive message to anyone who interacts with an animal or who has a pet
about issues related to animal cruelty. Too often, abused animals are silenced and not given proper treatment or medical
care. Our action team (animal cruelty) will work together to protect abused animals.

Seventh Grade Animal Cruelty Pledge posted on third floor (320 Complex).

Help Us End Animal Cruelty!
Although our action team works hard all year to spread awareness about animal cruelty, April is special
because it's animal cruelty month. This is the time staff and students wear orange to recognize prevention of
animal abuse and posters are hung on the walls of each floor in I.S. 72 to raise awareness. Students read
aloud facts on the loud speaker to inform their peers and staff members of important issues that animals face
in hopes of everyone spreading the word.
According to the Humane Society, animal cruelty is defined as, "deliberate abuse or simply failure to take
care of an animal." There are two types of animal cruelty that harm animals such as cats and dogs. Passive
cruelty involves neglect by pet owner. It is considered animal cruelty if animals are left for many hours outside
in the heat without water. Starvation and improper shelter are two types of passive cruelty. Active cruelty is
the second type of animal cruelty and are horrific acts where the abuser harms an animal on purpose. The
animal may be beaten, whipped, burned, experimented on for cosmetic testing, and forced to participate in dog
fighting and other sports activities.
Our action team is working diligently to lend our voices to animals who are suffering from abuse and
preventing animal neglect. We are doing this by writing letters to our local government officials asking to
support funding for animal shelters. Too many animals are euthanized because they cannot receive proper
medical care due to lack of funding. Rising veterinarian costs make it difficult for rescue workers to save
abused animals. Each year, 3-4 million cats and dogs are euthanized in animal shelters due to severe illness
caused by animal abuse. 2.7 million cats and dogs could be considered "adoptable" if they received proper
medical treatment. Something as simple as providing an animal with a calm, protective environment can help
rehabilitate a previously abused animal.
If you suspect an animal is being abused, you should report it by contacting 311 and make an "Animal
Cruelty complaint." You can also go to NYC 311's website- http://www1.nyc.gov/311/index.page and "make
the complaint" online.

Ms. Cobo, Ms. Trilling, Ms. Steinhaus & Ms. Salerno wearing
promoting Animal Cruelty Awareness month.

Behavior Specialist visits I.S. 72
Animal behavior specialist, Lori Carscadden from Animal Care Centers of NYC visited our action team and spoke
to our students on how to handle animals and prevention of animal abuse. Animal Care Centers throughout NYC
strive to find suitable, loving homes for homeless and abandoned animals. Over 11, 944 animals have been rescued
and placed in loving homes. 1,100 school kids participate in ACC humane education programs. Ms. Carscadden is a
behaviorist who holds a master's degree in humane education. Ms. Carscadden works in 5 shelters and commutes 6
hours each day so she can work with animals in shelters throughout NYC. Ms. Carscadden's motto about working in
shelters is simple, "You have to be the vehicle to get the animal to safety."
Ms. Carscadden holds certificates in dog training, safe training and has worked for veterinarians for many years.
Carscadden observes dogs behaviors in shelters and always asks herself, "How can I enrich this dog's stay?"
According to Ms. Carscadden, animals should not stay in shelters forever. Animals quickly deteriorate if they are
locked in cages and do not have the chance to socialize. It is so important for Ms. Carscadden to observe every
animal she comes in contact with and learn their behaviors so they are not euthanized.
Action team members prepared questions in advance and were very eager to learn how ACC staff members react
when they find abused animals. The ACC is trained to see the signs of animal neglect or abuse for the animals
coming into their shelters. If one such animal is spotted within the shelter, the ACC staff member will go by certain
protocol to report the animal to the ACC Animal Cruelty Liaison for review. Staff members are required to gather as
much information as possible from the owner or finder and document the clients full story as to why the animal was
brought to the shelter and take pictures of the animal. ACC will also save any evidence that came along with that
animal and secure it - could be a collar, weapon, carrier to a towel, etc. A live cruelty animal will remain no longer in
than 2 days in ACC Care Center. They are transferred to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Animals can remain with them for days, months and sometimes years, depending on the length of the investigation
and court trial. The ASPCA has special facilities to take care of abused animals. These facilities provide daily walks,
exercises, enrichment, interaction, nourishment and space.
Staff members working in shelters like Lori Carscadden work tirelessly to get animals fostered and ultimately, adopted.
ACC participates in community outreach events throughout the five boroughs to spread the word, send out two large
mobile adoption vehicles that travel throughout NYC to adopt the animals on board, radio announcements (10 10 wins),
giant bill boards and smaller advertisements throughout NYC, commercials, and word of mouth from all of our staff
interacting with the puppy. Our action team members are dedicated to helping animals in shelters find permanent loving
homes. Ms. Carscadden informed our action team members, "If you really care, working in a shelter is a good outlet to take
care of animals."
If you would to donate to ACC and help animals, go to their website and click the "Donate Now" portal:
https://www.nycaa.org/donate

Ms. Carscadden (Behavioral Specialist), Ms. Katzman and students from Save the Animals action team
learning about animal cruelty and pet adoption.

I.S. 72 Fosters Puppy!
Fostering an animal is a stepping stone to finding them a loving home. One of our action team members, Ms. Cobo has
been fostering animals for four years and has worked with Fur Friends in Need Agency for the past year. It has been a
rewarding experience for Ms. Cobo who has "foster fail" (someone who fosters a dog with the intention of finding animal a
home, but fell in love with dog and decided to keep it) two dogs. Ms. Cobo has been in contact with P.S. 69's principal, Ms.
Murphy, who fosters puppies on her own and runs a foster puppy program along with teacher, Ms. Eunice Miller (fosters
puppies as well), in her school. P.S. 69 has successfully fostered puppies for the past few years and has successfully found
them new homes. Many of P.S. 69's staff members and students' families have adopted their foster puppies. Our principal,
Mr. Macellari happily agreed for I.S. 72's Save the Animals action team to start our own foster puppy program as long as he
doesn't have to clean up after the puppy.
On April 16th, Bella, a one year old Beagle Chi entered I.S. 72's doors and now calls our school home during school hours.
Our 8th grade action team members and staff members are responsible for caring for Bella and spreading the word to get
her adopted. Behavior specialist, Ms. Carscadden visited our school again to speak with staff members and students
regarding the handling of Bella. A schedule and puppy reminders have been created with Ms. Carscadden's assistance to
meet Bella's needs and ensure she has a calm, relaxing time in our school.

Eighth grade Save the Animals action team members, Julianna Caliendo (821) and
Madison Incorvaia (820) wrote a biography about Bella and it is posted on Fur Friends in
Need Agency's website so prospective dog owners learn more about beautiful, energetic
Bella.

Ms. Epelbaum (Foster mom) and
Ms. Cobo (Action Team Member)

815 Ms. Laudando, Giovanni S., Natalie C.
Abigail C., and Noelle W.

Our very own, Ms. Epelbaum (I.S. 72 paraprofessional) has taken Bella in and is her
foster mom. Bella has adjusted nicely in the Epelbaum home and plays with Ms.
Epelbaum's husband, Marlon and children, Michelle and Eric.

821 Julianna C.
820 Madison I.

812 Vincenza M.

Ms. Cobo, Ms. Giachetta,
Ms. Salerno & Ms. Trilling

