Daniel Webster Magnet School

MAGNET ATTRACTIONS
March/April
From the Principal,
Melissa A. Passarelli
Dear Parents and Community Members,
One of Webster’s goals is to create an
inclusive environment for all. This is
achieved on a daily basis though our PBIS
initiatives, such as our monthly themes
and through targeted activities that
promote a positive school culture. This
past month, we brought awareness to
autism through literature, videos and class
discussions. Children colored ribbon
puzzle pieces. The puzzle pieces represent
the complexity of the autism spectrum,
with different colors representing the
diversity of people with autism. The
autism ribbon was adopted in 1999 as the
universal sign of Autism Awareness.
Thank you for continuing to support us as
we strive to promote acceptance, inclusion
and respect for all Webster students and
community members, particularly those
with special needs.
Sincerely,
Melissa A. Passarelli

From the Magnet Facilitator,
Kathleen Coyne
We are excited to be planning our second
annual Daniel Webster Service Week, which
will take place the week of May 21st to the
25th. Each grade level will participate in
meaningful activities that will provide a
service to our school and local community.
In kindergarten, students will work to clean
the area surrounding our school and make
snack packs for Isaiah’s Room. Our first
graders will be making cards of gratitude for
our local veterans and will be cleaning the
area around Glenwood Lake. Our second
graders will be visiting Willow Towers
Assisted Living and the Hugh Doyle Senior
Center, to sing songs for seniors. Third
graders will make sandwiches that will be
donated to HOPE Soup Kitchen, and will also
make pet toys to be donated to the Humane
Society of Westchester. Our fourth graders
will be visiting the New Rochelle Day Nursery
to read and interact with nursery school
children. Finally, our fifth graders will be
planting flowering plants around our school
grounds and will raise money and donate toys
and activities to children receiving medical
treatments at New York-Presbyterian Morgan
Stanley Children’s Hospital.

Grade 3 STEAM
Science - Technology - Engineering - Arts - Mathematics
Third Grade began STEAM this week with Mrs. Galano. Students will be learning about energy, friction
and aerodynamics and how they relate to cars. Using the engineering process, students will design,
create, and test out cars they make. A special thanks to all the third grade classes and Mrs. Coyne for
helping gather materials for this fun and engaging project!



Box Tops for Education
The winner of the Box Tops raffle for the Barnes and Noble gift card for the month of March was Gia
Boyer from class 3 Eisenberg. The winner of the class trophy was Mrs. Brenna’s 2nd grade class for the
4th consecutive month!
The winner of the Box Tops raffle for extra recess for the month of April was Emma Lizzo from class K
Boncardo. The winner of the class trophy was Mrs. Brenna’s 2nd grade class for the 5th consecutive
month!
Our raffle for the month of May will be a popsicle party for your class. Remember, for every unexpired
Box Tops, you will earn a raffle ticket for your chance to win!

Wellness Weeks at Webster School
During the month of April, Webster School focused on Health and Wellness by teaching children the
importance of eating healthy, exercising and developing healthy habits for life. Children were
encouraged to participate in the Healthy Snack and Water Challenge, recording their snacks and
water intake for two weeks. Each class with 100% participation will have the opportunity to be
selected by lottery to participate in a kickball game against the staff this spring. On April 26th and
April 27th, Webster School held its Annual Fit Kids Fair. Children rotated through stations, where
they received instruction and then got to try Rock Climbing, Rowing, Tennis, Zumba, Jiu-Jitsu and
Cross Training. A healthy snack station, compliments of Jolo’s Kitchen, served hummus, carrots and
water. The event left many children (and adults) excited about being able to try sports they had never
tried before. Thank you to the community partners who volunteered their time and equipment to
make our fair a HUGE success.
Rowing
Head Coach Robert Montague, Greenwich Water Club
Henrick Rummel, Pelham Community Rowing Association
Jiu-Jitsu
Joao Pereira and Caio Basso, Igor Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Academy
Rock Climbing
Pinebrook Fitness

Zumba
Webster Parent Tania Telleria

Tennis
Community Volunteer Barbara Eisenberg
Cross Training
Patrick Bien-Aime, Fitness BA LifeSport
Chris Kehoe, Chris Kehoe Fit
David Afolabi, Training World According to Afolabi
Danah Smart, SMART Steps Fitness
Wellness Committee: Faculty Members: Melissa Landau, Deb Kohn, Samantha Eisenberg, Dina
Cuomo, Andrea Finnerty, Lisa Martignetti, Melissa Passarelli and Parents: Mia Baudry and Patrick
Bien-Aime Thank you to all parent and community volunteers!

Scholastic News Comes to 5-Cuomo
On Tuesday, March 6th, Ms. Cuomo got visitors from the editors from
Scholastic News. Nicole Tocco and Matt Sheeny came to watch our fifth grade
class in action as they discussed the current events featured in the magazine.
They were quite impressed with our classes abilities to use their knowledge of
what non-fiction readers look for when they read non-fiction.
Also, the class definitely experienced some March Madness. Not only did they
have two editors from Scholastic News Magazine come & visit our class, but
Webster School’s very own Maddie Weiss was featured in their March 26th
magazine!
We couldn’t be more proud of her!

Teaching Children About Dental Hygiene during Wellness Week
First and second graders enjoyed an informative presentation by
Miss Joanne Roos from Main Street Pediatric Dentistry. Miss
Joanne taught the students about the importance of dental
hygiene, using a model of teeth, books and stories. Miss Roos
authored the book Who Visits Me from A to Z, which takes
children on a playful alphabetical adventure aimed at introducing
children to the dentist. Our students really learned a lot!

Author Visit

Interviews for the Bob Shea Author Visit
By: Kareem Nazr and Luca Lazzarini
On March 29, 2018, author Bob Shea visited Daniel Webster School. He read books and showed his drawings
to K-3 grade students. The students enjoyed his books and they had a really fun time. Listed below are some
of the students in K-3 that enjoyed the author visit.

Kindergarten
●
●
●
●
●

Benjamin Sherman liked his books.
Hailey Yoon liked reading his books.
Miles Olt liked his drawings he loved the audience participation activities.
Gigi Storilo loved his art.
Zoe Hernandez liked the books.

First Grade
●
●
●
●

Sofía de la Fuente liked the books.
Wilson Paiva liked the books he read.
Jake Betzag said he was fun and funny.
Aliyna Nurse liked the artwork.

Second grade
●
●
●
●
●

Gabriella Deluca liked the books and his sense of humor.
Melanie Gonzalez liked the books and said he made a good impression on the class.
Desmond Stoff enjoyed it.
Kiani Cole liked the art.
Kevin Sodello liked the books.

Third grade
●
●
●
●

Emma Sandoval liked the showing of the book publishing process
Jood Noisette liked how he showed his work process over the year.
Claire McCloskey liked the opportunity to ask questions.
Julia Dinkins liked the way Mr. Shea engaged the children with participation opportunities .

Autism Awareness
By Zoe Sterling-Dixon and Angelina Montanez-McGuinness

April is World Autism month. Here are some frequently asked questions about autism:
What is autism?
The technical term for autism is Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). It is a developmental disability that affects
how people talk, play, understand body language, and learn. The reason it is called Autism Spectrum Disorder is
because people with autism are sometimes different from each other. Some are extremely smart in math,
science, art, and music. Some cannot use their words to talk and some do repetitive things like flap their hands
and say lines from movies or songs. Some people with autism also have a hard time with changes in their
routine and with looking at people in the eye when they communicate.
What causes autism?
Current research is showing that autism is caused from rare gene changes, children being born before 9
months and not weighing a lot at birth, and from mothers being exposed to pollution and pesticides during
pregnancy.. Scientists are still researching the causes of autism.
When is autism diagnosed?
Autism is usually diagnosed at 18 to 24 months.
How common is autism?
1 in 68 American children have autism. It is 4 to 5 times more common in boys than girls.
Is there a cure for autism?
There is no cure for autism, but there are treatments that help children with autism to walk, talk, learn and
socialize with others.

Wellness Week

My Plate
By: Zoe Sterling-Dixon, Luca Lazzarini and, Angelina Montanez-McGuinness.
Maria Vele visited Daniel Webster School on
April 23rd 2018 for Fit Kids Activities Week.
Mrs. Vele taught the kindergarten, first and
second graders what they should eat in
order to have a balanced diet. She spoke
about all the food groups and how they are
good for growing bodies. Mrs. Vele also
taught the kids that it is important to
balance their plate with different things such
as fruits, vegetables, grains, protein, and
dairy. Another important thing that Mrs. Vele
taught the kids is that it is important to
have many colors in their meals (i.e.
broccoli,carrots, ranch dressing). It is also
very important that the children get regular
exercise and that they drink a lot of water
especially in the summertime.
Mrs. Vele showed them pictures of different
foods. The students needed to decide what
category of nutrition that the foods fell
under. The kids learned how they can benefit
from what they eat. Mrs. Vele passed out
yogurt samples with mango to show the
kids healthy choices and how to choose the
best alternatives. At the end of class she
asked the kids what they learned and they all
had something educational to say about
what they learned with her!

