Daniel Webster Magnet School

MAGNET ATTRACTIONS
January/February
From the Principal,
Melissa A. Passarelli

From the Magnet Facilitator,
Kathleen Coyne

SAFETY INFORMATION
Dear Parents and Guardians,
In order to ensure a safe dismissal for all
Webster students, you will not be able to sign
your child out of school "early" after 2:45pm.
From 2:45 to 3:15, the office staff has to be
available to answer emails, phone calls and
respond to last minute transportation issues. If
you have an emergency situation after 2:45pm,
please email jfennell@nredlearn.org and
esausto@nredlearn.org. You can also call the
main office at 576-4461.
For parents who pick students up on a
daily basis, please DO NOT park on the school
side of Glenmore Drive, from the corner of
Calhoun Avenue to the end of our school
building. This area is reserved for buses, who
have to safely pull to the curb in order to pick-up
students. When picking up students on Calhoun
Avenue, do not call your child to the car requiring
your child to walk between parked cars. Please
make sure you are pulling to the curb.
Lastly, during morning drop-off, please
pull to the curb on Calhoun Avenue and remain
in your car. This is a drop-off zone. Cars are not
to park in the drop-off zone.
Thank you for your cooperation as we
strive to ensure the safety of all Webster students.

Our Studio Arts festival was a wonderful
way to showcase all of our students’ fabulous
artistic creations. Many examples of visual
artwork are on display in the hallways of our
school. If you didn’t get a chance to visit,
please check out the powerpoint on our school
website to see pictures of students engaged in
Studio Arts, and samples of their work and
performances.

Very truly yours,

Melissa A. Passarelli
Principal

Although Studio Arts is over for grades 1-5,
our kindergarten students are just beginning
their visual arts sessions, where they will
focus on the artwork of author, Eric Carle.
Using varied techniques, students will use
collage to create bright and colorful images.
It is sure to be a wonderful art experience for
our youngest students.
In Grade 1, students are participating in a
dance residency with the Vanaver Caravan,
highlighting dances from various cultures
around the world. From Ghana to Ireland and
Mexico, students will learn about the elements
that make the music and dances from these
countries so unique. In the process, students
are celebrating diversity and increasing their
cultural awareness through creative
expression. The residency will culminate with
each class performing their cultural dances
for students and parents on Tuesday, March
6th at 2pm.

Grade 4 STEAM
Science - Technology - Engineering - Arts - Mathematics
STEAM began this week for the fourth graders with Mrs. Galano. They will be exploring forms of energy
and electricity while designing and building an alarm circuit. It was a great first week! Thanks to Mrs.
Reeves and Mr. King for their help.



Box Tops for Education
The winner of the Box Tops raffle for pizza with three friends for the month of December was Addison
Kurtin from class 2 Brenna. The winner of the class trophy was Mrs. Brenna’s 2nd grade class.
The winner of the Box Tops raffle for pizza with three friends for the month of January was McKenzie
Quigley from class 2 Brenna. The winner of the class trophy was, again, Mrs. Brenna’s 2nd grade class!
Our raffle for the month of February will be a 16 Handles gift card. Remember, for every unexpired
Box Tops, you will earn a raffle ticket for your chance to win!

Inside the 1st and 2nd Grade Co-Teaching Classrooms
Mrs. Barnes’ and Mrs. Finnerty’s first graders have been working very hard on their opinion writing piece.
They are learning how to convince their readers in their writing.

Mrs. Brenna’s and Mrs. Finnerty’s students are learning strategies on how to compare characters when
reading text and learning how to use evidence to support their opinions. Students are now actively
engaged in independent reading, as they are comparing characters from their reading and practicing
learned strategies.

In the Art Studio
In art class, 2nd graders are celebrated Black History Month by looking at artist Romare Bearden who
captured the expressions of life in New York City's Harlem Renaissance. Students created cities of their
own, and made historical and current connections to important African Americans, such as Harriet
Tubman, Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, Duke Ellington, Maya Angelou, Oprah Winfrey, Misty Copeland,
Michelle Obama and President Barack Obama.

Painting by Romare Bearden

Around Webster
Playing Multiplication Compare in Mrs. Mustich’s 3rd grade class

Pajama Day first graders in Mrs. Parker’s room.

Grade 5 Science Experiments
The fifth grade science classes, led by Ms. Cuomo and Ms. Horton, made their own soap as an
culminating activity after finishing their science unit on matter! Check out the fun!

Scenes From Our Studio Arts Festivals

Celebrating Black History Month
In bringing history to life through poetry and art, students in Mrs. Reeves’ 4th grade class combined art
and poetry to celebrate the life of Harriet Tubman. After reading several poems inspired by Harriet
Tubman’s life, the students came up with “power words.” Power words are the words that the students
used to describe the feeling of their poems. With the power words, the students followed the writing
process to create Power Poems, celebrating Black History “American History.” In Art class, they created
paintings that artistically represented their power words.

Grade 4 Animal Adaptations
Throughout their 4th grade science unit on Animal Adaptations, students learned about different physical

and behavioral adaptations. These specialize adaptations enable different animals to thrive in their
environments. Students took this knowledge and created birds that would thrive in each of the preferred
habitats: wetland, dense forest and open space. For each habitat, students had to create a bird by
choosing a beak, foot type and body structure that would be suited to each particular environment. They
then had to explain how each of their selected body parts enabled their bird to thrive in their
environment.

Book Suggestions From Reading Specialist, Mrs. Parker
A Friend for Dragon by Dav Pilkey
Tales For the Perfect Child by Florence Parry Heide
Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke
Little Tim and the Brave Sea Captain by Edward Ardizzone
Barkus by Patricia MacLachlan
Frog and Toad Storybook Treasury, Arnold Lobel
George and Martha by James Marshall

The Writers’ Club
Moderated by Mrs. Hammond

Thank You, Mr. Falker Book Review
By Luca Lazzarini and Finn Stoff
(Inspired by Mrs. Hammond)
Patricia Polacco´s Thank You, Mr. Falker book has a strong and impactful theme. It shows the lesson,
treat people the way you would want to be treated. Her grandfather took a jar of honey and put it on
the book and said, “Honey is sweet and so is knowledge, but knowledge is like the bee that made that
sweet honey, you have to chase it through the pages of a book.”
The main character, Trisha, was bullied because of her lack of progress and understanding for
reading. She was teased and would be called names which would make her think that she was dumb.
Her new 5th grade teacher, Mr. Falker, taught her that she was not dumb, and he showed her how
smart she really was. Mr. Falker kept working with her and eventually she understood the text in a
book, and she could read!
Through Patricia Polacco's Story we learn life lessons such as….
●

●
●
●

Treat others the way you would want to be treated
Don’t label and judge people by their perceived disadvantages
Try your best and you can achieve anything
You can do anything if you put your mind to it

The Writers’ Club

Hommocks Ice Rink: Skating 2018
Great news! All third, fourth, and fifth graders are welcome to go ice skating
every Friday! Hammocks Ice Rink is open for children to learn to skate, this is
perfect for people who want to skate but don’t know how. It is healthy, active
and inspires fitness and a great way to stay busy on Friday afternoons for the
next six weeks.
Beginning on January 12, 2018 everyone is welcome. All the students are really
excited about ice skating in 2018 on Fridays. It is for all 3rd, 4th, and 5th
graders and from what I heard it is really fun. It takes place in the Hammocks
ice rink.

A few words from people who skated last
year:
Alba Zamarbide - ”It is really fun and there are a lot of
people”.
Anna Johnson - ”It is really fun and I really enjoyed it’.
Miya Santiago-Stra -”My friends and I would get food sit on
the table and talk then go ice skating. We would skate next
to each other and it was so much fun.”

The Writers’ Club

The Monthly Theme
By: Luca Lazzarini and Finn Stoff
In the Daniel Webster School, every month we have a different positive theme to follow. Each theme
represents what behavior should be displayed and looked for in the month. Students are then
recognized by teachers and school personnel for displaying these attitudes and behaviors related to
the themes. Then the students may receive a “Webster Way.” The Webster Way is the official
acknowledgement from the school community for the outstanding behavior shown. The school
encourages teachers to continue to give students Webster Ways in order to recognize awesome
behavior and encourage more awesome behavior! We hope this article encourages students to try and
display these themes in their everyday actions.
Our theme for March is Perseverance! Are you following the themes each month?

Following our monthly themes is the Webster Way!

The Writers’ Club

The Webster Winter Concert
By: Luca Lazzarini,Maya Concha, and Dilan Arbeiter
5th Grade Band Performance
The four songs they included in their performance were OUTSTANDING! They even included a
special performance with the song, “Jingle Bells.” The band did a wonderful job on the concert and
everyone enjoyed it very much. The songs included Chester, Royal March, and Frere Jacques. The
parents that were able to attend the concert were amazed.
Webster Singers
The Webster Singers did a spectacular job!! The importance of Webster Singers is that you get to
show your true talent and that was really displayed at the concert. The students get to pick their own
songs, which is the unique thing about the group. They were so good that they inspired a lot of people
to join the Webster Singers.
4th Grade Chorus
The fourth graders worked very hard on their performance in The Webster Concert. Their talent was
truly demonstrated in the concert. The songs that they performed were excellent and they really
showed how hard they worked. Ms. Jaye’s magic trick was spectacular and the best trick I’ve ever
seen!
Winter Concert Interviews:
Miya Santiago-Stra: The concert was fun! We’re not like any regular chorus, we’re fun. We don't only
do basic songs we pick our own songs.
Markell Padin: The Winter Concert was great. The class rocked!
Christiane Jackson: The concert was good.The band was my favorite part.
Anna Johnson: I liked the Winter Concert.
Mr. Middleton: I thought it was wonderful! I loved all of it.
Gio Earle: I liked the Winter Concert. I am in the Webster Singers and Band. My favorite part in
Webster Singers was the song,”Coldsnap” and my favorite part in Band was,”Jingle Bells”.
Ms.Hammond: I thought the winter concert was outstanding! I thought it was wonderful the way Ms.
Jaye made a bunch of solo parts, instead of just one or two. A wonderful way to encourage more
talent to show through. All the hard work truly shined through!!!

The Writers’ Club

Poetry Out Loud!!!
Written By: Anna Johnson
It’s Black History Month! That means it’s time for some Poetry Out Loud. Here’s what
others think about this event:
What do you think about Poetry Out Loud?
Madeline Weiss says: “I think Poetry Out Loud is a great way to honor African American
leaders.”
What is the prize?
Madeline says: “The prize is to speak your poem out loud in front of the school, but the
true prize is writing what you believe in.”
What does your poem have to contain?
Kareem Nasr says: “You can write anything you want.”
What is the purpose of Poetry Out Loud?”
Maddy says: “ (the purpose is) To show the contributions that we've had through the
years in Black History”

Don’t Forget To Submit Your Poem!!!!!!!!

The Writers’ Club

Chinese New Year
By: Finn Stoff and Luca Lazzerini
The Chinese New Year
The Chinese New Year is celebrated at the end of January and the beginning of February.The
Chinese New Year is also called the Spring Festival. Specifically, the Spring Festival is
celebrated between January 20 and February 21. In China, you get red envelopes that usually
have money inside. During the Spring Festival, there are many displays of red. Red is the
color of luck. Chinese people also have a feast on the New Year and they remember their
ancestors that have sadly passed away.

The Chinese Zodiac
Each year, when children are born, they are represented by an animal. For example, if you
were born in the year 2015 (which you were not because then you would be only three years
old), you would be born in the year of the sheep. The following chart shows other examples of
these years.
2006 (5th grade, age 12)

Year of the Dog

2007 (5th grade, age 11)

Year of the Golden Pig

2008 (4th grade, age 10)

Year of the Rat

2009 (3rd grade, age 9)

Year of the Ox

2010 (2nd grade, age 8)

Year of the Tiger

2011 (1st grade, age 7)

Year of the Rabbit

2012 (Kindergarten, age 6)

Year of the Dragon

These years can repeat. For example, if you were born in 2007, you would be the year of the
golden pig. Since the year of the golden pig happens every 14 years, if you met someone who
was born in 1995, they are also the year of the golden pig.

The Writers’ Club

New Cafeteria Lunch Tables
By: Zoe Sterling Dixon, Eliana Krasniqi and Eden Knight
Daniel Webster was lucky enough to receive new lunch tables! Did you notice that there are new lunch
tables in the cafeteria? Well if you didn’t know, there are some new round tables in the cafeteria! Some of
them even have designs on them! Some of the designs have “Go Wildcats” and “Webster Way Everyday.” If
you prefer to sit at a table without a design, that is still an option. You can sit at the plain blue tables! We
personally prefer these lunch tables over those old school tables. The tables have cool designs on them
and it’s easier to converse with other kids at your table. Do you like these new lunch tables over those old
lunch tables just as much as we do?!

The Writers’ Club

100 Days of School
By Maya Concha, Angelina Montanez-McGuinness & Luca Lazzarini
What the 100th Day of School Is
By: Maya Concha and luca lazzarini

Many kindergarten classes enjoy the thought and
ofAngelina
the 100th
day of school celebration.
By:preparation
Maya Concha,
montanez-McGuinness
and Luca Lazzarini
By:There
Maya Concha,
Angelina
montanez-McGuinness
and
Luca Lazzarini
are a total
of 180
days in the school
calendar.
At the 100 day point and celebration there are 80
more days for the school year. The day within the
school calendar fluctuates due to snow days, and other
variables. The year, the 100th day of school is
February 14th. We can’t wait to see what amazing
projects you come up with.

Crafts and Art for the Big 100
By: Maya Concha

Kindergarten and 1st grade have made beautiful and cute
creations for the 100th day of school. This year the 100th
day of school fell on Valentine’s Day. They made lovely tie
dye 100 t-shirts. Each child also made 100 day of school
projects. Many people have stopped in front of classrooms
to admire the wonderful work. We love their work and
think that it is very impressive. It took them a very long
time to make all their projects. We think they did a
splendid job! Remember to compliment them on their work!
It’s beautiful.

Interviews
By: Luca Lazzerini and Angelina Montanez
Noah Poluscar: ¨My project is really special to me. I liked
making my tie dye shirt.
Charlee Olt: ¨I liked my project and making my shirt.¨
Gigi Stolorow: ¨ I loved making my shirt and project.¨
Julius Perez: ¨ I really enjoyed making my shirt
Leilah Gerard: ¨ I liked to make the project and my shirt.¨
Aliyas Santiago-Straw:”I liked making my shirt and project.¨
Rina Dawit: ¨ I enjoyed making my shirt. It was really fun!¨

The Writers’ Club

Pennsylvania's Punxsutawney Phil
Punxsutawney Phil
By: Madeline Weiss
Punxsutawney Phil is the name
of a groundhog in
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.
On February 2nd each year, the
town of Punxsutawney
celebrates the legendary
groundhog with a festive
atmosphere of music and food.
During the ceremony, which
begins well before the winter
sunrise, Phil emerges from his
temporary home on Gobblers
Knob, located in a rural area
about 2 miles southeast of
town. According to the tradition,
if Phil sees his shadow and
returns to his hole, he has
predicted six more weeks of
winter-like weather. If Phil
doesn't see his shadow, he has
predicted an early spring. The
date of Phil’s emergence is
known as Groundhog Day in
the United States and Canada.
It has been celebrated since
1887.

Phil with the Mayor of Punxsutawney

Groundhog Club
By: Madeline Weiss
A select, Punxsutawney
Groundhog Club Inner
Circle, takes care of Phil
year-round and also plans
the annual ceremony.
Members of the Inner Circle
are recognizable by their top
hats and tuxedos. The Vice
President of the Inner Circle
prepares two scrolls in
advance of the actual
ceremony, one proclaiming
six more weeks of winter
and one proclaiming an
early spring. At day break,
on February 2,
Punxsutawney Phil awakens
from his burrow on
Gobbler’s Knob, is helped to
the top of the stump by his
handlers, and explains to the
President of the Inner Circle,
in a language known as “
Groundhogese,” whether or
not he has seen his shadow.

Groundhog Day
by: Maya Concha
Groundhog Day is a popular
tradition in the United States.
It is also a legend that
traverses centuries, its origins
clouded in the mists of time
with ethnic cultures and
animals awakening on
specific dates. Myths such as
this tie our present to the
distant past when nature did,
indeed, influence our lives. It
is the day that the Groundhog
comes out of his hole after a
long winter sleep to look for
his shadow. If he sees it, he
regards as an omen of six
more weeks of bad weather
and returns to his hole. If the
day is cloudy, hence,
shadowless, he takes it as a
sign of spring and stays
above ground.

The Writers’ Club

The Lunch Bunch: A Big Thank You to My Wonderful Magnet Attractions
Contributors!
Authored by: Ms. Hammond
This is a proud and special moment for me to acknowledge and thank all my student contributors of
the Magnet Attractions publication. It has been an incredible joy to have the opportunity to work
with, get to know, and appreciate writing, editing and proofreading lunch with such fine and
dedicated bunch of young students!
Each day a group of students flock to the library to cooperatively work on the Magnet Attractions.
The young writers generate ideas, conduct interviews, write and discuss stories. We have had
informative articles regarding education, nutritional aspects regarding the cafeteria, recycling and
pollution impacts on our earth. First-hand interviews regarding trips, educational teaching stories,
concerts, and author visit reviews, along with interesting and informative pieces on Groundhog Day,
concert reviews and Webster Ways, and so much more are included!
I am so proud of all the work and dedication that the Lunch Bunch has shown. Their efforts have
been admirable. We have read each other’s work, provided support and help for one another. Articles
have been generated by single authors, pairs and collaborated by various groups of students.
It has been a wonderful year for me, Daniel Webster Magnet School and the student involvement of
The Lunch Bunch!!!

