Daniel Webster Magnet School

MAGNET ATTRACTIONS
November/December 2018
From the Principal,
Melissa A. Passarelli

From the Magnet Facilitator,
Kathleen Coyne

Dear Parents and Family Members,
The holiday season is typically a time for us to
reflect on our successes and set goals for the new year.
At Webster School, we spent time reflecting on our
students’ accomplishments. As you read this edition
of Magnet Attractions, you will get a glimpse into the
life of a Webster student. Our mission, We Educate
the Whole Child, permeates all that we do. Creating an
inclusive environment for all students where children
are cognitively engaged each day continues to be our
goal for the new year.
From engaging students in a STEAM
Program that develops awareness of how engineering,
technology, science and society are interconnected
and how they affect the way in which people live, to
presenting children with strategies to support their
development of positive interpersonal skills, we craft
programs focused on College and Career Readiness.
Your partnership in your child’s education and in the
education of all Webster students is valued and
essential! In the New Year, let’s work together to:
-observe safety rules during drop-off and pick-up,
such as pulling to the curb in the drop-off zone and
remaining in your vehicle;
-support children in arriving to school between 8:00
and 8:20 each day;
-encourage children to read each day (the Readathon
will take place during the month of January);
-honor successes;
-support children in having a Growth Mindset.
I look forward to continuing to learn alongside
your children. Health and happiness to you this
holiday season.
Very truly yours,
Melissa A. Passarelli

While the weather outside is turning
colder, the halls of Webster are warm with
the spirit of the season. Our students showed
the spirit of giving as they took part in our
HOPE Community services toy drive, which
collected over 300 gifts for the boys and girls
of our community. Well done, boys and girls!
Our kindergarten students just ended
their five week session of Music and
Movement as part of their Studio Arts
program. Students used rhythm sticks,
scarves and body movements as they moved
to the rhythm of songs and nursery rhymes.
They are looking forward to their 5 weeks of
visual arts in the spring.
Our first through fifth grades are
midway through their Studio Arts sessions,
which will culminate in our Studio Arts
festival in the beginning of February. From
dance and theater, to architecture and
embroidery, students are fully engaged in the
arts process. Festival dates and times may be
updated due to potential snow days.

Author Visit
We had the author, Toni Buzzeo, visit Daniel Webster Magnet School. She has written 26 children's
books, including the Caldecott Medal winning book, One Cool Friend. She presented and read a variety
of her texts to grades K-5. During the kindergarten and first grade presentation, students were chosen
to act out parts of her book, No T. Rex in the Library, as the rest of the audience participated from their
seats. Several students were selected to have a question and answer lunch with Toni. Other students
were able to personally meet her and have their books signed. It was a wonderful author day at
Webster!

Our Artists at City Hall
Congratulations to the 5th grade students selected to be exhibited in this years City Hall art display.
The works shown include handmade marbled paper and collages from handmade tangram puzzles!
Benjamin Fusco
Conner Kim
Mia Reyes
Paxton Rogove
Gus Robinson
Anthony Perez
Dylan Lepore
Justin Southwell
Jaybriella Moran-Rubio
Elizabeth Jordan
Yusef Randall
Kaylee Galvez
Rohan Ross
Sebastian Magna
Frederick Johnson
Christopher Gute

Grade 5 Modified Kaleidoscope Celebrates Historical Figures

As part of their Informational Reading
Unit, students in Mrs. Chickery’s 5th grade
Modified Kaleidoscope class performed a
wax museum of historical figures. For
months, students participated in book
clubs, fully immersing themselves in the
historical time period of the person they
were studying. Through these book clubs,
students became experts, reading
supplementary material to enhance their
knowledge of the person and time period
they were learning about. For the wax
museum, students were expected to:
★ Create a booth display highlighting
the person’s life.
★ Dress in costume portraying the
person or someone from their time
period.
★ Prepare a brief oral presentation
when visitors press a button.

Grade 4 Modified Kaleidoscope Publishing Party
Mrs. Galano’s fourth grade Modified Kaleidoscope class hosted their first publishing party last month. The
students did a wonderful job on their narrative stories and loved sharing them with family.

Around Webster

Grade 2 At the Beach
The second grade had a wonderful opportunity to visit Dog Beach with the Sheldrake
Environmental Center at the end of October. Dog Beach is a beautiful stretch of Long Island Sound
shoreline nestled at the edge of Manor Park, where a rich ecosystem includes an abundance of life in its
intertidal zones and tidal pools. Barnacles, crabs, snails, and mussels abound, as well as a variety of
shorebirds, ducks, geese and swans.
Our second grade students learned about marine life, the origins of Long Island Sound, and
measuring the tides. They were also able to discover the relationships and adaptations of plants and
animals in the harsh and ever-changing environment of the intertidal zone. Being outside with our guides
from the nature center was exciting and made for a memorable educational experience.

Star Serve Volunteers Prepare Our Thanksgiving Food Drive Donations

Box Tops for Education
Mrs. DeRenzis’ 3rd grade class had the most box tops for the month of November and they will have the
trophy for the month of December. Gabriella DeLuca, from class 3 King, won the raffle, which was a pizza
party with three friends. The raffle for the month of December will be a hot chocolate party for the class.
Keep collecting those box tops!

Class 1 Vallario Celebrates Hanukkah
We celebrated Hanukkah in 1V! Sammy's parents came in to read a story and share their traditions. We
ate latkes and played dreidel!

Webster School at the New Rochelle Thanksgiving Parade

kkki

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!

