Daniel Webster Magnet School

MAGNET ATTRACTIONS
November/December 2017
From the Principal,
Melissa A. Passarelli
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This holiday season has been very special at
Webster School. During the month of November,
our theme was Gratitude. December’s theme
has been Peace and Charity. Teachers and staff
members have been recognizing children for
their acts of kindness and the peaceful ways in
which they interact with each other on a daily
basis. We promote our monthly themes as a
way to build our positive school community. By
living out the themes, our students are “Webster
Superheroes.” The next time you visit our school
building, please look at our Superhero display in
the first floor hallway. Each life size superhero
has the Webster Ways children received during
the month.

From the Magnet Facilitator,
Kathleen Coyne
It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
As the signs and symbols of the holiday
season surround us, we look for
meaningful ways to connect with and
help our community.
Our students did a fabulous job of
donating foods for the New Rochelle
HOPE Kitchen for Thanksgiving.
Hundreds of food items were collected
and given out to those in need to help
make their holiday special. Many
Webster students and staff members also
participated in the New Rochelle
Thanksgiving parade and showed true
Webster spirit and pride.

I would like to congratulate the fifth grade band,
the fourth grade chorus and the Webster Singers
for the spirit they brought to our school on
Monday, December 18th when they dazzled us
with an amazing Holiday Concert.
Enjoy the holiday break! May your New Year be
filled with health, happiness and fulfillment. I
look forward to seeing your children in 2018,
when we will continue to learn and grow
together!
Fondly,
Melissa A. Passarelli

Our toy drive has also been quite a
success, as many toys have been
collected to be given out by HOPE
Community services for the holidays.
What a wonderful way to spread holiday
cheer and goodwill to all!

Jada Math in 5 Liucci
For our Jada Math volume lesson, we used the boxes Jada's food is shipped in to see how much unused
space is left in the box. Can we build a perfect box so there is no space? Did the second box waste any
less space? For the fraction lesson, we used one the case of her food (shaped like an array) and cut it
into fractional pieces. We miss Jada :(



We’re Going to the Zoo!
Our fourth graders attended the Bronx Zoo to further develop their understanding of various animals’
adaptations and their importance to how animals survive in their environments. Students had a
wonderful time observing animals closely and identifying their structural adaptations. Students
completed sketches of an animal of their choice and shared their various adaptations.

Box Tops for Education
The winner of the Box Tops raffle for pizza with three friends for the month of November was
McKenzie Quigley from class 2 Brenna. The winner of the class trophy was Mrs. Conte’s kindergarten
class. Our raffle for the month of December will be a hot chocolate party for the winner’s class.
Remember, for every unexpired Box Tops, you will earn a raffle ticket for your chance to win!

Webster at the Thanksgiving Parade
Our school was well-represented, once again this year, in the new Rochelle Thanksgiving parade.
Forty-two twirlers, five drummers and many Webster students and families, plus Mrs. Passarelli and Mr.
Middleton, proudly displayed our Webster spirit. Special thanks to Ms. Martignetti for coaching our
twirlers, Mr. Stuart for rehearsing our drummers and to Ms. Morales and Mrs. Cicio for accompanying the
baton twirlers. This year, a float was created and decorated by the Martignetti family. It was also great to
see so many cheering Webster fans along the parade route. It was a fun day of school pride for Webster!

First Grade Thanksgiving Feast
The first grade had a lot of fun at their Thanksgiving Feast. Each student enjoyed a traditional
Thanksgiving meal with one special guest. Then families watched the first graders perform Thanksgiving
songs and poems. The celebration ended with a special family slideshow. Everyone had a great time!

Jump Rope for Heart
This year, Webster School raised just under $6,000.00 for the American Heart Association!

District Kaleidoscope at the Pequot Museum
Fourth and fifth graders in the District Kaleidoscope program have been studying Native American
groups. As part of their study, they traveled to the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center in
Connecticut on November 8th. The day-long trip included a guided tour of the museum and workshop on
how the Pequot met their daily needs through the use of natural resources. The museum helped make
their learning come alive and everyone enjoyed the trip! The unit culminated with a presentation of
Native American myths and legends that were researched by the students and then performed for
parents on November 17th. Students used their creative talents to re-enact the myths and legends. They
also shared a creative interpretation of some snacks that represented Native American foods.

Scenes From Studio Arts

Grade 2 STEAM
Science - Technology - Engineering - Arts - Mathematics
Second graders in Mr. Minei’s class started their STEAM Science Unit with Ms. Huston, our Technology
Facilitator. The theme was Sink or Float. They learned the scientific method of asking questions,
hypothesizing, experimenting and analyzing their results. Scientific words like density, particles, and
displacement were learned. The students enjoyed making their own tin foil boats and checking for
buoyancy.

Literacy in Grade 4 Modified Kaleidoscope
Class 4 Kal finished reading the book Wonder this past month and wrote their own personal precepts
followed by a trip to see the movie, Wonder. Students created their “Choose Kind” t-shirts to wear. Also,
we had our first publishing party celebrating our realistic narratives!

Fourth Graders and the Arm-of-the-Sea Theater
Webster Students Learn About Iroquois While Stage Show with Life-Size Puppets
The papier mache puppets were so large that it took three Daniel Webster Magnet School fourth-graders
to operate just one.
“You are the arm; be the arm,” teacher Adam King reminded the two students who each operated one
limb, while another held the torso and head aloft. They are rehearsing with the puppet of Peacemaker,
the main character in a tale of the uniting of the Iroquois peoples.
Forget hand puppets and sock puppets. The main characters in this tale were as tall as the teachers. They
are pieces in a play performed by the students and organized by the Arm-of-the-Sea Theater, a
performing arts organization from Saugerties, N.Y. that leads theater arts programs in school districts.
Patrick Wadden, co-director of the Arm of the Sea, worked with about 90 fourth-graders on six different
days to prepare for the performance, which took place Wednesday.
“The puppets are showing how they lived a long time ago,” said student Kaylee Galvez, one of the
performers.
The show was “Peacemaker and the Tree of the Great Peace,” a story of how five Native American tribes
joined together to become the Iroquois Confederacy.
“We’re helping the students make something that is larger than oneself, and larger than anything any few
of us could pull off,” Wadden said.
In rehearsal, student Keira DeNigris, another performer, said; “I like how the main characters are made.
It’s going to look realistic, the way they move.”
The show incorporates puppets and props created in previous years, along with new pieces. This year,
the students created a 12-foot-high paper mosaic “Tree of the Great Peace” and a papier mache otter
head.
“It’s a hands-on way of learning about the Iroquois,” said Kathy Coyne, the school’s magnet facilitator.
“The value they place on nature, the value they place on animals – that all comes out in the play.”
- Written by Ken Valenti, CSDNR Public Relations Agent

The Writers’ Club

Cafeteria Craze!
Written By: Madeline Weiss
Healthy food choices are what we strive for here at Daniel Webster
Magnet School!
Processed foods that are high in fat, sugar, and salt have become the mainstay in schools
across America. The results are these unhealthy school lunches are contributing to the
childhood obesity epidemic. A movement is afoot to bring change to school lunch
programs across the country. Students at Daniel Webster are interested in putting their
best foot forward and having proper nutritionally satisfying lunches available!

Healthy Choices for Our Students!
●
●
●
●
●
●

PB&J, tortilla roll-up, coconut energy balls, grapes, bell pepper slices
Cracker pizza, broccoli with ranch, apple slices
Hummus and veggie wraps, dried fruits, crackers
Tex-Mex chopped veggie taco dip, tortilla chips, orange slices, frozen greek yogurt
tube
Salad bars with assortment of healthy, colorful vegetables
Tuna fish on a croissant, mini muffins, baby carrots, yogurt

The Writers’ Club

Author Visit with Kindergarten, First and Second Graders
By Luca Lazzarini and Angelina Montanez-McGuinness
We welcomed the well-known author, Alyssa Satin Capucilli, on Friday morning, December 1, 2017
to Daniel Webster Magnet School. Mrs. Capucilli is most well-known for being the author of the
popular Biscuit books! All of the the students enjoyed the presentation very much. The kids had a lot
of questions and had a fun time! After the presentation, Mrs. Capucilli signed books for the children.
This was a fun experience for the kids!! The author, Mrs. Capucilli, was also nice enough to donate a
signed poster of her adorable story called Biscuit Loves the Library. We are so grateful for the gift
and we have it hanging in our little library for all to see.
Mrs. Capucilli shared some of her other titles and new releases with all the students. She told us the
inspirations for her stories and how her children impacted her writings over the years. Many children
had the opportunity to buy their own signed copies.
Some students have provided first-hand impressions of the visit. Namaul Prioleau, from Mrs.
Boncardo’s kindergarten class, said he enjoyed the visit. He likes the Biscuit books. He explained
how she talked to kindergarten about her books.
Emma Lizzo, from Mrs. Boncardo class, also enjoyed it very much! Emma said, “I like them all. I
enjoy reading her books.”
GG Stolorow, from Mrs. McCormack’s kindergarten class, said that she enjoyed the visit. She, too,
like the books!
It was a great day for ALL!!!!

The Writers’ Club

How to Conduct Yourself As a Valuable and
Appreciated Student!!!
Written by: Finn Stoff and Kareem Nasr
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

First of all, the key to being a valuable student is listening or paying close attention to
your teacher.
Do your best to listen and understand what she/he says
Do not talk while your teacher is talking.
Don’t be disrespectful to your teacher, or to any other person, or classmate that you
come in contact with.
Focus on quality not quantity!
Try and finish all of your school work and your homework, even if you think it’s
challenging. This shows that you are working as hard as you can.
Be respectful of things that make people different from you.
Don’t judge other student’s work, tests, or quizes, no matter what their grade is.
Behave in CAMPEL as you would in regular academic classes.
Do not misbehave in the school environment.
Remember that whatever you do stays forever within everyone’s memory.
Remember that you cannot remake your actions and choices once you have acted
upon them.
Focus in class, do not just stare into space waiting for recess.
Treat the school’s supplies as you would treat yours.
Listen to your classmates ideas and thoughts.
Let classmates share their ideas without answering with something like, “OK”.
Don’t disturb your classmate’s learning experience.
Save the socializing and talking for lunchtime.
“If you have the choice between being right, or being kind, choose kind!’’

The Writers’ Club

Second Grade Colonial Day Event Held On
11/15/17
Written by: Angelina Montanez-McGuinness
and Luca Lazzarini
The second graders completed their study unit: Colonial Times. The students worked very
hard and put a lot of effort into their colonial times production!
We interviewed students and teachers regarding what they learned about the
second grade colonial day project.
In Mr. Minei’s class, Margo East shared, “I learned that the people of colonial times used
feathers and ink to write. I enjoyed this project very much.”
In Mr. Minei’s class, A.J. Fernandes stated that, “I learned that they did not have plates like
we do. Colonial people would usually eat off of pieces of wood. I liked the project a lot”.
In Mrs. Brenna’s class, Aliyah Ramos said, “I learned that, during the time period of
colonialism, life was much harder than how we live today. I liked the project very much.”
Mrs. Brenna said, “I think all the students learned a lot about the differences and
similarities between colonial life and present day. They worked really hard on this project.
I am very proud of all the hard work and effort that these students put into their work!

The Writers’ Club

Pollution is Destroying Our Earth!
By Luca Lazzarini and Finn Stoff
Reduce,Reuse,Recycle
We have control of our actions and behavior. We have a choice of how we use a variety of objects,
resources and energy.
By creating less trash in our world and by being careful where we throw our garbage, we can help
reduce pollution in many ways.

What is pollution?
Pollution is the introduction of contaminants into the natural environment. These contaminants can
cause adverse change. Pollution can take the form of chemical substances or energy, such as noise, heat
or light.

Why pollution is bad for the Earth
Studies show pollution impacts climate change. There are many types of pollution. Pollution has a
great impact. If humans keep polluting, the soil and the water of the Earth will be unsanitary. The air we
breathe will be filled with unsafe particles that we will draw into our lungs. Here are some other reasons
why pollution is bad for the Earth:
●
●
●
●

The ecosystem is at risk of staying in balance.
Animals can die very fast because the waters will be polluted
The water we drink will not be fresh and we will need to boil our water
All of the air we breathe in and out will be polluted and our air will not be clean

Air Pollution is a big problem
Carbon dioxide is the leading contributor to air pollution.
Factories, all living creatures, and emissions from the burning of fossil fuels that are released in our air
contribute to air pollution. The pollution has a negative effect on all living creatures. Water, proper
growth, and development are some of these things that pollution can affect. We need to control the
negative impact of pollution. If we don’t, it will have irreparable damage on the future yet to come.

Please do your best! Please help our Earth!

The Writers’ Club

Our Planet, Our Earth and Our Environment:
Ways to Make a Positive Impact!!!
Written By: Luca Lazzarini
Edited by: Finn Stoff
Throw Out Trash Correctly!!
We can do many things to help with our environment. Recycling companies have made it very easy for us.
We have blue bins, green bins, and regular garbage bins.
We are also able to create compost bins in our homes, and a number of public places have let us access
compost bins. By doing this, we can make a positive difference and save the Earth!
Our world is important! We need to do what we can do to make a positive difference. We need to be the
force that can change the world. If we don't, no one will do it for us.
The Blue Bin: Paper - cardboard and other different types of paper that can be recycled and reused
The Green Bin: Commingled - bottles, foil, cans, glass
The Compost: Things that can be recycled and used to help the soil, such as apple cores, banana peels,
orange skins, eggshells, coffee grinds, and any natural food product that you are not going to consume.
The Garbage: All things that cannot be recycled or reused.
Our school’s direct impact:
★
Did you know that every time we throw out our trash incorrectly the school gets a fined?
★

When the school gets the fine, money needs to be paid to The City of New Rochelle.

★

You CAN make a difference! Help me and the Recycling Rangers sort the food and recycling
correctly!

The Writers’ Club

Speech and Language Pathologist
Interview
By Zoe Sterling-Dixon
My mother, Mrs. Sterling, is a Speech Language Pathologist in our very own City School District of New Rochelle.
The school buildings that she works in are Barnard, Jefferson and New Rochelle High School. I know my mom loves
what she does but, let's hear her say why for herself...
Mrs. Sterling decided to become a Speech and Language Pathologist about ten years ago. She loved children and
wanted to help children the best that she could to use their words to communicate.
My mom’s greatest ability is to have creative Speech Therapy sessions. During these sessions she feels her
students do not realize that they are learning.
My mom’s greatest success is writing and publishing three articles on autism. Here is the list of her articles that were
published in Autism Spectrum News:
1. To Speak or Not to Speak Only English (Summer 2016)
2. Evidence-Based Reading Intervention Practices for Students with ASD (Winter 2015)
3. The Impact of Expressive, Receptive, and Pragmatic Language Deficits in the Workplace (Spring 2014)
My mom is most satisfied with her job when she sees her students being able to use their words, make progress,
understand what they read, and being clear with their speech.
My mom is definitely a great Speech-Language Pathologist and she is my hero!

