DANIEL WEBSTER MAGNE T SCHOOL

Magnet Attractions
Fall 2017
Dear Parents,

From the

This has been a wonderful fall, as our
school year got off to a positive and productive start.

Magnet Facilitator, Kathleen Coyne

Webster’s students have been engaged in amazing learning experiences in
their classrooms, as well as enrichment programs that have extended their learning.
Children have visited Glenwood Lake, using
that environment as a science classroom.
We recently started The Webster Singers, a
singing group open to fourth and fifth grade
students under the direction of Vocal Music
Teacher Heidi Jaye. Star Serve, our fifth
grade service organization, has made positive contributions to the school and local
community. Members have made posters to
promote our visiting author, they have
made morning announcements for important events, and they have made birthday bookmarks for Webster students and
staff. Just as families recognize each others’
birthdays, so do we at Webster School!

Studio Arts is an essential part of our magnet program.
Beginning on November 16th and 17th, students in each
grade will participate in Studio Arts sessions with a
variety of visiting artists. These studios offer a range of
arts options for our students, from dance and painting in
grades K-2, to architecture and acting in grades 3-5.

During the month of November, will
be having a food drive leading up to Thanksgiving. Our annual Readathon is well underway, with its primary goal of emphasizing the importance of reading on daily basis
as we raise money that will be used to improve our Learning Garden.
As a reminder, American Education
Week is November 13th to November 18th.
Join your child in his/her classroom for special events during that week. I look forward
to continuing to support each and every
Webster student both academically and socially.
Sincerely,
Melissa A. Passarelli

Kindergarten students are taking a music and movement
studio on Mondays this fall. In the spring, they will engage in a visual arts experience. First and second grade
students were assigned to either a performing arts or
visual arts studio, with a long-term goal of taking part in
a variety of arts experiences throughout their years at
Daniel Webster. Third, fourth and fifth grade students
are then given the opportunity to select among various
studio choices.
This year, studio times are Thursdays at 11:00 for first
grade, Thursdays at 9:30 for second grade, Thursdays at
1:45 for third grade, Fridays at 10:35 for fourth grade,
and Fridays at 9:00 for 5th grade and Kaleidoscope.
Studio

dates are as follows:
Kindergarten: November 21, 28 and December 5, 12, 19

Parents are invited to attend an Open Studio class on
December 19th
Grades 1, 2 & 3: November 16, 30, December 7, 14, 21
January 4 , 11, 18, 25 and February 1
t

Parents are invited to attend the Studio Arts festival on
February 1st
Grades 4 & 5: November 17 December 1, 8, 15, 22 and
January 5, 12, 19, 26 and February 2
,

Parents are invited to attend the Studio Arts festival on
February 2nd.

First Grade Apple Harvest
The first grade had a lot of fun with apples! After learning about the parts of an apple, the life
cycle of the apple tree and the 8000 types of apples, it was time for some eating and drinking!
The classes had apple taste tests, made apple cider and apple sauce.
Everyone agreed it was applicious!!

Welcome Class 3/4 Boateng students to Webster School! We are so happy
that you’ve joined us!

Rene states, “I like my
friends and my teachers.”

Antonio says, “I like my new
friends here at Webster.
They are kind to me.”

Jose states, “I like playing
with my friends and I have
nice teachers.”

Joseph states, “I love
Webster! I like Mrs. Boateng
and Ms. Martignetti. They’re
fun teachers.”

Eduardo states, “This school
is so fun! I love my new
friends that are in the
school. I also love my new
teachers.”

Christian says, “We are new
at Webster and we want to
be nice and kind.”

Luis says, “I love Webster
School and I love my class. I
like the building too.”

Fourth Grade Science
Mrs. Boateng’s, Mrs. Reeves' and Mrs. Sprio’s students collaborated to dissect flowers during
their Plants Unit of Study. Students studied various parts of the flower to further develop their
understanding of how plants reproduce. Students took a closer look at each part of a lily
while dissecting it during their science lab. This inquiry/hands-on approach to learning was
enjoyed by all!

The students in Mrs. Galano’s 4 grade Modified Kaleidoscope class kicked off their Realistic
Fiction unit in Writer’s Workshop this month! Here, students are sharing how they developed
their characters for their stories with a classmate. They created characters by giving them
internal and external characteristics. They discussed their characters’ desires, struggles, needs
and motivations, all of which will be incorporated into their stories.

International Day of Peace
Each year, the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on September 21st. The
United Nations General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the
ideals of peace, both within and among all nations and peoples. The theme for 2017 is
“Together for Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity for All.” For the occasion, Mrs. Reeves’ 4th
graders and Mrs. Eisenberg’s 3rd graders created pinwheels for peace.

The children in Mrs. Conte's kindergarten class are
learning so much about each other through
their question of the day discussions. The class recently
learned that Ben Sherman would soon be 6 years old.
Our classroom was the place to be on October 2nd,
when we all came together to celebrate Ben's birthday.
Ben's mom, brother, grandparents, and Uncle Josh
joined us as well. Uncle Josh brought several of his
guitars to school. He played kid friendly music from
popular family films. We all sang along, clapped, and
danced to the music. Ben even joined Uncle Josh on the
guitar. Everyone had a great time!
We can't wait to see what we learn next about each
other!

Ben and his uncle Josh
singing "You're Welcome"
from Disney's Moana.
MISSION STATEMENT

WE EDUCATE THE WHOLE
CHILD!

Introducing the Webster Singers!
A new singing group for fourth and fifth graders at the Daniel Webster Magnet School has
attracted dozens of students who are having a great time singing their favorite pop songs, even
proving themselves at rap.
“A lot of my friends like to sing and we thought it would be a fun opportunity to do it with more
people,” said fifth-grader Caroline Bach, a member of the group.
Teacher Heidi Jaye, the group leader, said her aim is to focus not so much on the nuts and bolts
of scales, keys and so on, but on allowing the students to have fun.
“The real reason for starting this was to create passion for music,” she said. And she has found
students brimming with energy for the group. What began with 20 members quickly expanded
to about 50, said Principal Melissa Passarelli.
Jaye started them off with the song “Best Day of My Life” by American Authors. From there, she
let the students choose the rest, which turned out to be modern pop songs such as “Counting
Stars,” by OneRepublic and “Home” by Phillip Phillips.
And the students love it.
“I know a lot of songs, and this seemed like a lot of fun,” said fifth-grader Alba Zamarbide.
By Monday, they had begun showing their rap skills.
“Ms. Jaye said there’s going to be a lot of hip-hop and stuff, and that’s what I’m into,” said
Anderson Krasner, a 5th grader. At the rehearsal, the students tackled the song “My Shot” from
the smash musical Hamilton.
“In class, they learn choral arrangements, songs in a foreign language and songs in a minor
key,” Jaye said. “But here they get to do what they want. Who knew these kids could rap?”

The Writers’ Corner
This year, Magnet Attractions will begin featuring writing pieces by our own wonderful authors!

Captions of what people love most about Webster Elementary!
Authored by: Kareem Nasr and Luca Lazzarini
Mr. King: “I love all the students and most of their positive attitudes!”
Mrs. Horton: “I love the students! I love seeing them learn and to see the children love the
learning process and to be active participants!”
Mr. Lucci : “I love that the school is small. It only has about 500 students so everyone knows
each other and it’s a great environment!”
Mrs. Martinetti : “I love The Arts in the school!”
Mrs. Conte: “I love the diversity in the school, and how everyone in the school is so Friendly!”
Ms.Brusati: “I love how the school is like one big happy family!”
Mrs.Maria: “I feel like Webster School is my second home.”

Ms. Parker : “loves the kids!”
Mrs. Linda: “I love the kids and staff!”
Mr. Middleton : “I love the students and how they work so hard!”
Mrs. Passarelli : “I love how the students are eager to go to school each and every day to
learn!”
Mrs. kohn : “I love how all the kids collaborate with each other!”
Ms. Dendy: “I love the kids.”
Mrs. Casher: “ The wonderful children.”
Mr Hollis: “ The kids.”
Mrs. Huston: “ Friendly staff and smiling students.”
Mrs. Phillips: “ Staff and Children.”
Mrs. Chickery: “ Teachers are closing great environment.”

The Writers’ Corner
Viro’s Zuma Rocker Chairs
Authored by: Jade Frias, Alba Zamarbide and Elizabeth Yepes
What is a Virco Zuma Rocker Chair? A Virco Zuma Rocker Chair is a chair specifically designed
for the classroom. It is sturdy, it can come in many different colors, and offers successful
benefits to students.
Many of the classes in this school have rocking chairs! What are the benefits of these chairs and
why has our school purchased so many?
Studies show that these special new chairs are helpful to learning. Some people say it helps
students concentrate. It helps students experiencing restlessness to better focus. Children are
able to get more energy out while sitting and doing important school work
There are also reports that these chairs help with backbone health and strong muscle
development.
As with all things, everyone must be careful. The chairs are not toys. If not used properly a
student could fall and get hurt. It is important to remember proper manners at school so
everyone is more successful!

When the Virco Zuma Rocker Chair is used properly the results are wonderful!
Rocking chairs are only one of the many new things added to Webster!

The Annual Webster Halloween Parade!

