Daniel Webster Magnet School

MAGNET ATTRACTIONS
Fall/Winter 2019
From the Principal,
Melissa A. Passarelli
Dear Webster Families,
It is a privilege and honor to serve as the principal of
Webster School. Our students are eager learners who
make positive contributions to their classrooms and
the school community each day. Our teachers are
responsive to students’ needs, and our families trust
and support our goals and our instructional decisions.
This year, our goal is to strengthen responsive
teaching practices with carefully designed
professional learning. As examples, six teachers are
attending a year-long course on reading methodology
and best practices in reading instruction and five
teachers have been refining their skills in
implementing math tasks that promote reasoning and
problem solving.
Having an inclusive school environment allows
everyone to feel valued! This month, our theme was
Peace and Charity. Our emphasis was on illustrating
that peace comes by showing respect to others, and
that each time individuals show respect to others,
those individuals are building a little more peace
around the world.
This holiday season, may you have time to share all
that is good with your families and friends, may your
children have time to pause, reflect, and set goals for
2020. I wish you a happy, healthy New Year!
Very truly yours,
Melissa A. Passarelli

From the Magnet Facilitator,
Kathleen Coyne
It’s been a busy fall, here at Daniel Webster. Our
Studio Arts program is in full swing as we head
towards our winter finale. Visual Arts students
are creating beautiful sculptures, buildings,
paintings, embroideries, clay figures and
weavings to showcase, while Performing Arts
students are creating dances, drum rhythms,
theater skits and songs to perform. We are
looking forward to our Studio Arts festival, which
will take place on January 16th for 1st through
3rd graders, and January 17th for 4th and 5th
graders.
Our 5th grade Star Serve students helped run a
Thanksgiving Food Drive, during which our
school community donated a variety of foods to
HOPE Community Services for those in need.
Thank you for contributing to the Holiday Toy
Drive. We collected toys for those less fortunate.
Community Service is an overarching theme of
our school.

Reading Pep Rally
On October 16th, Webster students attended an exciting Reading and Writing Pep Rally. Author Joe
Shandrowski grabbed the students’ attention with his interactive and creative performance. The
students were excited to read, write, and use their imaginations. Prior to Mr. Shandrowski’s visit, the
students were asked to join a creative writing and illustrating competition. They had to come up with a
reading mascot and slogan. Their creative mascots and sayings were displayed in the auditorium for
all to see. In grades K-3, the students were engaged in an interactive storytelling experience. Grades 4
and 5 focused on the importance of reading and how having a solid reading foundation is necessary to
become a writer and illustrator. The students were inspired to read and use their imaginations to
develop ideas for their writing and illustrations. See the images for the top reading sayings and
mascots. Keep reading and writing!

Grade 3 Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Mathematics
Third grade STEAM has begun with Mrs. Galano. Students are exploring properties of magnets and
how magnets are used in the real world. They will use their knowledge of magnets to design a
recycling assembly line and visit the Westchester Recycling Center as a culminating activity.

From the Art Studio
Outside the art room, students are being encouraged to research
and guess the new Mystery Artist of the Month. Ms. Mastroserio is
challenging her students to guess the mystery artist by providing
many clues, such as fun facts, quotes, and their artwork. Clues will
be revealed weekly and students can make their guess when they
think they know who it is! For the month of October, the mystery
artist was Frida Kahlo. The clues for the next mystery artist will be
displayed on November 1st outside of the art classroom. We ask
that parents/guardians please converse with their children about the
clues and encourage them to take a guess! We hope that this
activity will spark a conversation and excitement about art and artists
outside of the classroom. We look forward to even more submissions
next month!

Fourth Grade Scientists
Fourth grade students studied various parts of the flower to further develop their understanding of how plants
reproduce. Students took a closer look at each part of a flower during their lily flower experiment.
Our fourth graders are putting their learning to work!

Second Grade at the Beach
Our 2nd graders enjoyed a day at Dog Beach in Larchmont as part of their study on tide pools. Representatives
from the Sheldrake Environmental Center were there to guide the students, helping them find crabs, various
seashells, and marine life.

Halloween Comes to Webster!

Halloween Comes to Webster!

Webster at the New Rochelle Thanksgiving Parade

Jump Rope for Heart
During the month of November, Webster participated in Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser. Jump Rope for
Heart is a program put together through the American Heart Association to help kids learn about heart
health. The students jumped rope each PE class for 10 minutes of exercise and they learned about heart
disease and how to maintain a healthy heart and a healthy lifestyle. This year, Webster raised $3,171.00
for the American Heart Association, tripling last years total! Thanks to all the students who participated
and all the families that donated to the cause. - Mr. Collins & Mr. Golding

Studio Arts in Action!

