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ARolling Thunder
By Kate Messner

Kate Messner’s lyrical story honors the bravery and sacrifice of the American heroes of the US armed forces. The story is told through a young boy’s eyes as he joins his grandfather for the annual Rolling Thunder Ride for Freedom demonstration in Washington DC on Memorial Day. 
The Rolling Thunder Ride for Freedom is an event where motorcycle riders from around the nation gather in Washington D.C to pay respect to those who gave their lives for our everyday freedom. 
The theme throughout the book is one of remembering, and the misty, nostalgic feeling illustrations contribute whole heartedly to the theme. 
This is a perfect book as we approach Memorial Day as it teaches children the importance of the day, of the soldiers, of patriotism and of being American. The Rolling Thunder ride is one way to honor veterans. The book will inspire students to think of other ways to pay tribute to American veterans.  It will keep the message “We will never forget” deep in their hearts and minds.
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Other Books of Interest
The Poppy Lady: Moina Belle Michael and her Tribute to Veterans by Barbara Walsh
Mark’s Special Mission in Arlington National Cemetery by Gregory Keeney
FYI – Some Great Science Apps
Duckie Deck Trash Toys -3+
DUCKIE DECK TRASH TOYS lets kids turn trash into fun creatures. Kids start by selecting a piece of trash -- a plastic cup, a milk carton, a snack wrapper, etc. Then they spray paint it their choice of colors and choose from more recycled items to create a face, hair, arms, and legs. Kids can add as much or as little as they want, and then take a picture of their creation to save it to the camera roll

Solar Walk 
Travel through the solar system with your finger. Tap on any planet you are interested in to see it up close. Spin the planet to get a view from any angle. You can select a particular date and time to get a view of the planet in the past or in the future.  It also provides information of each planet, such as size, gravity, and composition.




         



                                       





According to the National Science Education Standards, the definition of scientific literacy is when a person can ask, find or determine answers to questions derived from curiosity about everyday experiences. It means that a person has the ability to describe, explain and predict natural phenomena.

Science and literacy are based on similar processes. Both scientists and readers and writers, activate background knowledge, observe, ask questions, search for information, design investigations, note details, compare and contrast, sequence events, distinguish fact from opinion, make inferences and predictions, link cause and effect, and use language to communicate their findings. A growing number of research and practice in scientific instruction indicate that language is essential for science learning. Language allows students to clarify their ideas, make claims, present arguments and present and record findings. Research also supports that:
Reading to explore science topics, combined with firsthand investigation and discussions, can help students acquire reading strategies even better than direct instruction in those strategies can.
Science inquiry is a powerful motivator for learning to speak, write and read effectively. Students find compelling occasions to use writing in the context of scientific inquiry.
Science texts offer numerous opportunities to expand student vocabularies, an important benefit given the relationship between vocabulary knowledge and reading achievement.

As students explore and investigate the world they develop their literacy capability in Science. For example, providing children opportunities to explore magnets will allow for better comprehension of a text about magnets. Students best learn science content by researching, doing inquiry, reading, writing and discussing science issues and concepts. While students learn Science content through inquiry and classroom instruction alone, students who read, write and talk about Science go beyond what’s presented in class. It is critical to promote students’ ability to read, write and communicate about science so that they can engage in inquiry throughout their lives.




















 









                                                                       
   Science Notebook Fun This Summer
A science notebook or journal is a great way for kids to record the things they observe and learn. It's also a wonderful way to track all those inquisitive questions and ideas that kids have based on their observations and encounters. Journals encourage writing, drawing and reading as kids record all their discoveries and adventures. Journals can include written observations, drawings, photos, items that are taped in or a combination of all of these. 
This summer encourage your kids to develop some scientific habits of mind.
Take the science journal to the zoo, the beach, the park, or to the backyard.
Help them keep it organized by always including the date and the location of their entry. Encourage them to observe with other senses – not just sight. Touching, smelling and listening can also be observation tools. Making observations will allow them to expand on what they record.  Have fun!
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