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When I’m Playing Outside
I’m Learning...

609-397-3179 ext. 134
Email:slaman@dtsk8.org
Instagram: dtsinvestigate

Find us on...

Earlier this year I started an
Instagram page for the
InvestiG.A.T.E. program. Check it
out to see what we’ve been
working on! I only post pictures
of those who have permission
through the forms completed
back in September. Search for

dtsinvestigate to follow us!

Have a wonderful
summer!

1st grade InvestiG.A.T.E. Enrichment

InvestiG.A.T.E.

The first graders have become monster
pen pals this marking period! They first
drew their own original monster
drawings and then wrote a precise
how-to description for their pen pal to be able to draw
their monster. They swapped monster how-to directions
with their “friends” in California and then the teachers
posted the different monster drawings on a shared
website. It was fun to make a video introducing
ourselves to our pen pals. The students also used their
monster s as inspiration to write a monster story. They
published their stories, complete with illustrations, in their
own soft-covered books.

GRADES K-3

Kindergarten InvestiG.A.T.E. Enrichment
The Kindergarteners have been
very busy studying dinosaurs!
They made their own dinosaur
fact book and played a
dinosaur bingo game. They
learned about carnivores,
herbivores and omnivores while
we read various non-fiction and
fiction books
about
dinosaurs.

2nd grade InvestiG.A.T.E. Enrichment
The second graders read Maurice’s Room. This book
was about a boy who collected EVERYTHING! His
collections filled his room until one day his parents
announced they were moving from the city to the
country. Maurice now had a huge barn to store his
collections. The students focused on listening to their
thinking– metacognition-- while reading the book. They
made large drawings of Maurice’s room,
using the author’s descriptive details
from the story. They were sure to include
the cigar boxes of nuts and bolts, the
squirrel and raccoon tails, the hamster
cage with a squeaky wheel, the dried
octopus hanging from the ceiling and the painted turtle
shells, to name just a few of his collections!

“An

obstacle is an adventure in disguise”

3rd grade InvestiG.A.T.E.
The third graders finished their fable unit by creating moveable puppets, based on the
original fables they wrote. We recorded their puppet show performances, so they could
share them with their friends and family.
The students also read Misty of Chincoteague this last marking period. This novel takes place
in Chincoteague, Virginia where they have a pony round-up each summer to auction off
some of the wild ponies that live on Assateague Island. In the story, Maureen and Paul
convince their grandparents to let them buy the mysterious Phantom pony, if only they can
catch it first! Twists and turns abound in this adventure story. Students
learned various vocabulary that we called horse talk– mares, stallions,
foals, withers… We also watched video footage of a real pony round-up
and read about the legend of how the ponies first arrived on
Assateague from a Spanish galleon caught in a storm. The author based
this story on her experiences at pony penning day and her purchase of a
beloved pony named Misty. Misty’s descendants are still alive today and
she is considered royalty in Chincoteague!

InvestiG.A.T.E.

GRADES 4-5
Local Architecture
he 4th graders began their architecture unit with a visit from Flemington
architect, Christopher Pickell. Then they took a walking tour of downtown
Sergeantsville with local resident and historical society member, Dan Bush.
He pointed out the various architectural styles and elements. With pictures of the
structures they saw, they then came back to class and built 3D models, to scale. The
students quickly learned that they couldn’t just draw a door or windows whatever
size they wanted! They used architect rulers to measure with a 1/2” scale. After
painting the boxes and constructing the roofs, porches and other architectural
features, the students researched the style of architecture and/or the history of their
structure.

A Wrinkle in Time

T

he 5th graders read A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle.
Continuing our year-long theme of “explorers,” we tessered through space
and time with several gifted children in an attempt to rescue their father on
the planet of Camazotz. This science fiction/fantasy novel is action packed.
The protagonists battle evil and the mysterious IT, all the while discovering
what makes them unique. We compared the themes and conflicts of the
novel, good vs. evil and light vs. dark with several poems and non-fiction
pieces of writing. Be sure to ask your child what tessering is!!

InvestiG.A.T.E.

GRADES 6-8

7th Grade
The 7th grade class was been immersed in
forensics and critical thinking this marking
period. They learned to hone their
observation skills and ask questions. We
took a field trip to a mock crime scene
investigation. The task was to solve the
crime after rotating through several learning
stations that taught the various elements of
CSI. When they came back to class, they were
given the task of writing their own crime
scene mystery story and staging a CSI for 3rd
grade students to participate in. They
researched their area of expertise (blood
type, fiber, lips prints, finger prints…) Next,
they designed learning stations for the
students to rotate through. They created all
the posters, handouts and labs necessary for
the investigation and walked the younger
students through the process. The 3rd grade
students LOVED the CSI. They were engaged
in the process and the 7th grade students
shared their expertise with confidence.

6th Grade
The 6th grade InvestiG.A.T.E. class read the novel
Among the Hidden. The novel extended our yearly
theme of “balance.” It was about a futuristic
society that attempted to control the population
by only allowing two children per family.
This created hidden “shadow children.” We
compared/contrasted the population policy
in China to that of the novel.
Students finished the year by writing
personal manifestos. They examined many
examples, looking for the intent and declaration,
before crafting their own. Some were humorous
(about veggie burgers or comic books), while
others were serious (about the environment or
health). They were asked to examine what they’re
passionate about, what they stand for, what they
believe in and who they are. Their completed
manifestos were arranged graphically, like the one
below, and printed as a poster.

8th Grade
The 8th grade class completed a unit on the Rwandan Genocide. Through
PowerPoint presentations, websites and books, the students were first
introduced to the historical context and Rwandan culture. They read a
historical fiction novel, written especially for middle school students, about the
genocide. They looked for answers to our essential questions, as well as
evidence of the 10 Stages of Genocide, as defined by George Stanton. They
kept a journal where they reflected on their reading and class work. Students
also studied the definition of “genocide” and the flaws inherent in the
definition as defined after WWII. They compared/contrasted their
knowledge of the Holocaust with their readings about the
Best of luck class
Rwandan Genocide.
of 2017!!!

