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Find us on...

Follow the InvestiG.A.T.E.
program on Instagram to see
what we’ve been working on this
year! I only post pictures of those
who have permission through the
forms completed back in
September. Search for

dtsinvestigate to follow us!

Are you tired of hearing, “I’m bored?” Post
this sign in your home and simply point to it
as a response when your kids claim they’re
bored this summer. Playing outside, reading a book, exercising, and doing something
helpful for someone else are all excellent
learning opportunities, even in the summer!

Find us on...
I’ve compiled all of the videos
we’ve made this year in
InvestiGATE into one playlist on
my YouTube channel. The link to
watch them is below…

https://goo.gl/zkxweH

InvestiG.A.T.E.

GRADES K-3

2nd grade InvestiG.A.T.E. Enrichment

T

he second graders learned about simple
machines this marking period. They
completed a scavenger hunt around the
school to find the six different simple machines.
They even made edible simple machines using
graham crackers, licorice sticks, cookies and
gummies. Once they learned how simple
machines function, they watched some fun videos
of Rube Goldberg machines. Then, they went to
work creating their own. While keeping an
engineer’s notebook, the students designed and
then built their own Rube Goldberg machines
using the knowledge they had of simple machines.
We made sure to include levers, pulleys, wheel
and axles and inclined planes.

1st grade InvestiG.A.T.E. Enrichment
The first grade class was busy this marking
period. They traveled to Camp
InvestiG.A.T.E. for a camping adventure! Our
classroom was transformed into a campsite
with a campfire, under-the-table camper
and sleeping bags. We read many books
about camping in our camper, around the
campfire and on our sleeping bags. We
went on a camping scavenger hunt, made
s’mores in a solar oven that we built, learned
about the compass rose and created our
own camping maps, as well as wrote a nonfiction mini book about bears. It was a fun,
yet educational, way to end the school year!

3rd grade InvestiG.A.T.E.
This marking period the 3rd graders read Misty of Chincoteague. This
novel takes place in Chincoteague, Virginia where they have a pony
round-up each summer to auction off some of the wild ponies that live
across the way on Assateague Island. In the story, Maureen and Paul
convince their grandparents to let them buy the mysterious Phantom
pony, if only they can catch it first! Twists and turns abound in this
adventure story. Students learned various vocabulary that we called
horse talk– mares, stallions, foals, withers… We also watched video
footage of the real pony round-up and read about
the legend of how the ponies first arrived on
Assateague from a Spanish galleon caught in a
storm. The author based this story on her
experiences at pony penning day and her
purchase of a beloved pony named Misty. Misty’s
descendants are still alive today and she is
considered royalty in Chincoteague!

InvestiG.A.T.E.

GRADES 4-5
Local Architecture
he 4th graders began their architecture unit with a visit from Flemington
architect, Christopher Pickell. Then they took a walking tour of downtown
Sergeantsville with local resident and historical society member, Dan Bush.
He pointed out the various architectural styles and elements. With pictures of the
structures they saw, they then came back to class and built 3D models, to scale. The
students quickly learned that they couldn’t just draw a door or windows whatever
size they wanted! They used architect rulers to measure with a 1/2” scale. After
painting the boxes and constructing the roofs, porches and other architectural
features, the students researched the
style of architecture and the history
of their structure. They built the
Sergeantsville Inn and the building
that houses Nina’s and Salon G.

T

Madeleine L’Engle Book Study

he 5th graders read A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle.
Continuing our year-long theme of “explorers,” we tessered through space
and time with several gifted children in an attempt to rescue their
father on the planet of Camazotz. This science fiction/fantasy
novel is action packed. The protagonists battle evil and the
mysterious IT, all the while discovering what makes them unique.
We compared the themes and conflicts of the novel, good vs. evil
and light vs. dark with several poems and non-fiction pieces of
writing. Be sure to ask your child what tessering is!!
Some students had already read A Wrinkle in Time, so they read the next
book in the series, A Wind in the Door. The same main characters learn more
about themselves while battling evil Ecthroi. Ecthroi are those who do not
feel love and attempt to turn peace into chaos. The main characters must
also travel inside the human body to help heal ailing mitochondria.
Thumbs up from the girls who read the second book in the series!

InvestiG.A.T.E.

GRADES 6-8

7th Grade
The 7th grade class has been immersed in
forensics and critical thinking this marking
period. They learned to hone their
observation skills and ask questions. We
took a field trip to a mock crime scene
investigation. The task was to solve the
crime after rotating through several learning
stations that taught the various elements of
CSI. When they came back to class, they were
given the task of writing their own crime
scene mystery story and staging a CSI for 3rd
grade students to participate in. Someone
stole the prized Golden Sneaker award from
the gym teachers. The 7th grade researched
their area of expertise (blood type, fiber, lip
prints, finger prints…) Next, they designed
learning stations for the students to rotate
through. They created all the posters,
handouts and labs necessary for the
investigation and walked the younger
students through the process. The 3rd grade
students LOVED the CSI. They were engaged
in the process and the 7th grade students
shared their expertise with confidence.

6th Grade
The 6th grade InvestiG.A.T.E. class
participated in an online collaborative
project about freedom of expression.
With their international teammates from
Poland, Greece, UK, Lithuania and Denmark,
they discussed freedom of expression. They worked
on an a collaborative project together to share their
opinions about freedom of expression.
The Inspiral program allowed students to communicate
through messaging on a specially-designed website.
They could post pictures and messages and work
together on a shared Google Doc project.
The class discussions surrounding freedom of
expression were amazing! We were able to consider
many different points of view and perspectives and
appreciate our international teammates opinions,
based on their personal experiences.
We loved that Ms. Mikula was able to meet our
teammates in the UK and allow us to build stronger
connections/relationships!

8th Grade
The 8th grade class completed a unit on the Holocaust. Through PowerPoint presentations and
documentaries from the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC and Israel, the students were
introduced to the historical context preceding WWII. Then they read choice books about the
Holocaust. Meeting weekly for book talks, they shared the plot of their stories, as well as their
reflections. In a journal, students were asked to comment on their thoughts, feelings, questions,
opinions and connections. They looked for answers to our essential questions, as well as
Best of luck to the
evidence of dehumanization and propaganda. In addition, we also learned about various
class of 2018! You
survivors of the Holocaust through documentaries. We connected the concept of upstanders
will be missed.
and bystanders to what happened in the Holocaust. One upstander we learned about was Sir
Nicholas Winton. Nicky, as he was known, saved 669 children from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia
on a Kindertransport. He safely brought them to England before they could be taken away to
concentration camps. Our final project was called One Life, One Suitcase. The students created a
model of a suitcase for one of the characters in their choice novel. They had to imagine what their
character would have packed when forced to leave their home. The suitcases were accompanied by
diary entries written by their character. This project was a powerful reflection on our Holocaust unit.

