Sweetwater County School District One

Sage Elementary
903 Summit Rock Springs, WY 82901
(307) 352-3270 ph

WELCOME TO TEAM SAGE ~ Together Everyone Achieves More!
August 15, 2020
Dear Sage Elementary Families,
On behalf of the staff at Sage Elementary School, I am excited to welcome you to the 2020 school year!
The staff and I are eager to connect with students after a very pleasant summer. We hope you and your
child(ren) have had a very safe and healthy summer experience.
With much anticipation about what the upcoming school year will look like, we know there are many
questions out there and things that are unknown to all of us. We believe at Sage Elementary we have a
duty to help your child be the best that they can be so that they can be successful and productive adults.
This means assuring a safe environment by fostering curiosity through cooperation and operating with
hope, and leading with integrity as a Sage family to create meaningful relationships for the love of
learning, implement real and relevant education, and provide differentiated instruction. Our
commitment to these beliefs guides us in all we do. Thank you for sending your child(ren) to us.
We are excited to begin school on August 17th! As you know, we will start school with some
extenuating guidelines for staff and students in order to keep everyone physically safe by maintaining
physical distancing, wearing face coverings, and frequently applying hand sanitizer. Our custodial staff
will also take care of thoroughly cleaning all surfaces daily. It is our goal to provide the best education
possible to your child. The following describes the extenuating guidelines for the foreseeable future:
•

•
•
•

Face Coverings: Students and staff will wear face coverings where appropriate physical
distancing is not possible, to include and not limited to transitioning from class to class in
hallways, standing in the lunch line, riding the bus, and group work in classrooms. We
encourage students to bring their own face covering to school and it must comply with our
dress code guidelines, however, the school will provide one if needed.
Hand Sanitizer: Students will apply hand sanitizer upon entering the building, each classroom,
cafeteria, office area, and after restroom use.
Physical Distancing: We are going to physically distance ourselves in every classroom, library,
cafeteria, gymnasium, office area and other parts of the building.
Feeling Ill: If any student feels sick or ill before or during school, please call the school and let
us know that your child will be home that day. If your child comes to the office and reports that
they do not feel well, the school will call parents to come to the building and pick them up as
soon as possible. Please keep your child home if they are displaying any of the following
symptoms: Cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, a fever of 100.4 degrees or higher
or have a sense of having a fever, sore throat, chills, new loss of taste or small, headache, muscle
or body aches, nausea/vomiting/diarrhea, congestion/running nose-not related to seasonal
allergies, unusual fatigue.

“We are committed to ensuring high expectations for all students to learn, succeed
and reach their personal best”

Remember that the guidelines above have been added/modified to keep us all safe during the
pandemic so we can remain in school. Below are other topics to address for the start of school:
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL-We are asking that parents DO NOT come into the building to drop off school
supplies this year due to Covid. Your child’s teacher and other teachers will meet you outside the
building and assist any students that need help carrying supplies. Talk with your child prior to the first
day of school about the district expectations, masks, etc.
VISITORS-During Covid, we are asking that parents DO NOT come in to the building. If you have an IEP
meeting, we encourage you to attend via Google Hangouts.
TRAFFIC FLOW-This year we are asking that before and after school traffic is routed so that traffic
flows with entry coming from Reagan and Summit street into the parking lot. Drive the loop around
and exit right or left onto Summit. Please DO NOT get out of your vehicle to drop off or retrieve your
child. This will help with keeping the traffic flowing with an anticipated increase in the number of
vehicles of parents dropping their child off and/or picking them up. Parents will also receive a number
to place in their vehicle car window to display when picking up their child the first day of school. Your
child(ren) will be matched with the same number with a luggage tag displayed on their backpack. This
is to easily identify the parent picking up the child to ensure safety. After school when you pick up your
child, a staff member will help to identify the number of the student and the parent. Parents will not
have the number until after school the first day. Staff members will help the first day with after school
procedures and helping to identify parents. If you have additional family members picking up your
child, please register this name at the front office and a tag will be sent home in your child’s backpack.
Please cut the window car tag out at home so it easily hangs in the window. Thank you for your
cooperation with this new procedure.
TECHNOLOGY DEVICES-All students will receive a school issued technology device. This will be either
an ipad or a computer. Students will need to bring their school issued device to school every day. Cell
phones and personal devices are not allowed. Students will receive their device during the start of
school.
MEDIA RELEASE-We will send home technology/media release consents on Friday, August 14th.
WATER BOTTLES AND PENCIL BOXES-We encourage parents to purchase a clear water bottle for
your child. The bottle fillers will be functioning but the water fountain feature will be disabled. Pencil
boxes will be for individually kept items.
Here is some more useful information:
BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT – Back to School Night will be done virtually this year as we will take you on
a virtual tour and send out to you on Parent Square.
SCHOOL DAY – The first day of school is August 17th School begins at 8:15 a.m. Monday through
Friday. After 5 minutes, your child will be marked as ‘Late’ which by policy is considered an absence.
School dismisses at 3:25 p.m. Good attendance, study habits, and behavior that your child develops in
elementary school can set a strong foundation that can prevail through a lifetime. Therefore, it is very
important that your child arrives at school in a timely manner. The exception is if your child is sick.
Please keep them home if they are displaying any of the Covid symptoms.
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SCHOOL LUNCH AND BREAKFAST – Starting August 17th regular purchase of lunches will resume.
This means the distribution of free lunch during Covid and into the summer will end. Students may
bring a cold lunch or purchase school breakfast/lunch. We will begin serving breakfast at 7:55 A.M. The
cost for breakfast is $1.55. The cost for lunch is $2.85. Applications for free and reduced lunch and
breakfast are available at the school office or
http://www.sweetwater1.org/groups/4810/nutrition_services/nutrition_services_homepage.
Understanding that financial situations may change rapidly with Covid, this application may be filled
out any time during the year. EACH Year this information has to be submitted, please log on to the
website above if you have not done so this year.
SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY – Designated Wednesdays are our Spirit Days. We celebrate our school by
wearing our school colors, maroon, black, and gray or our school spirit clothing line. 2020-2021 SAGE
STRONG SPIRIT WEAR will be available this year. The online shop will open for students on August 3rd
and run through September, 1st. Online ordering provides the option to pay via Paypal or Credit/Debit
Card The link to the online shop is https://sagefoxpto.ptboard.com/
We will also be sending home order forms with students when they return to school for those wishing
to pay with cash or check. These order forms along with payment will be due back September 1st. The
PTO will also provide other opportunities throughout the year to purchase Spirit Wear. Please see the
website calendar for Spirit Days. Parent Square notifications will be sent out in addition. These days
are also noted on the Sage website calendar page.
PICTURE DAY-Picture Day will be Friday, September 11th.
HOME AND SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS –Our school website contains information about our school
and can be visited at http://sage.sweetwater1.org/home_page. Parent Square is our main form of
communication as this platform allows for push notifications sent directly to your smartphone. Please
connect with this application as so much timely and important information will be sent. If you have
having difficulty connecting to this application, please call our front office staff to assist you.
There are some new faces at Sage Elementary. We welcome them to our outstanding staff; they are
Michala Beyer (Special Education Resource), Kortney Medina (Physical Therapist), Shawn Mollett
(Adaptive PE), and Andie Bodenhagen (Assistant Administrative Secretary)
Principal-Nancy Torstenbo
Office Secretary-Blake Upton

Assistant Office Secretary-Andi Bodenhagen

Kindergarten …………….. Emily Campbell
Mikayla Ditton
Shawn Pyer
First Grade ………………… Marty Albert
Chelsea Porter
Haley Seilbach
Second Grade…………….. Lindsay Caudell
Darlene George
Cheryl Notman
Third Grade………………. Amanda Buel
Sysser Duncan
Sandi Lininger
Fourth Grade…………….. Nadine Lovell

Karen Maddox
Samantha Winters

P.E./Health……………….. Shauri Landon
Art…………………………
Jacob Harkins
Music…………………….
Wendy Compton
Librarian………………….
Counselor…………………
EL…………………………….
EL Para…………………….

Cindy James-Allred
Rhonda Kettering
Elly Thierichen
Brenda Larson
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Special Education………. Crystal Bjork
Micahla Beyer
Resource Para
Jimmy Lee
Kacia Flansburg
Special Programs………. Carrie Spawn
Kamila Lidle
Special Programs Para Tanja Ballance
Samantha Bertagnolli
Beth Fors
Denae Counts
Speech Pathologist……… Karla Carnahan
Physical Therapist………. Kortney Medina
Occupational Therapist.. Heather Lyman

School Psychologist…….. Rose Morelan
Adaptive P.E……………….. Heather Anderson
Dylan Bear
Shawn Peltier
Adaptive P.E……………… Shawn Mollett
Social Worker……………
Nurse…………………………
Lead Custodian…………..
Food Service Manager…
Food Service……………….
IT……………………………….

Casey Callahan
Anna Grube
Wanda Peck
Beverly Johnson
Pam Taylor
Timmy Lew

We strongly believe that a child is most successful when they have an active support system;
parents, elders, family, friends, and community. It is our hope that your child will reach new heights
this year even with Covid through the combined effort of home and school. All staff emails use the
following template: last name, followed by their first initial of their first name, @sw1.k12.wy.us for
example Nancy Torstenbo’s email is torstenbon@sw1.k12.wy.us. If you have any comments or
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us by email, phone, note or coming in.
Again, we are looking forward to our school year ahead, Covid style, and thank you in advance for
your support and involvement. The staff and I are honored to partner with you in the education of
your child.
It is going to be a great year and we are looking forward to having students back to school! If you
have any questions please Parent Square or email the Principal at torstenbon@sw1.k12.wy.us and I
will respond to you. We can’t wait to have your kiddos in school!
Warmly,
Nancy Torstenbo, Principal

