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Ms. Florio gets interviewed by Royston and Arshia on her take about bullying.

Don’t you just have a need to help
out other people? Well P.S. 203 is
full of people just like you! Our
school community is dedicated to
spreading kindness and stop bullying.
We will never judge anyone by their
looks, race, religion, or if they have a
disability. It is never nice to judge
someone, so at 203, we are speaking
up and taking action to stop bullying!
We spoke to some of the staff members about bullying beginning with
our wonderful Principal, Ms. Florio.
Ms. Florio said “it makes me feel very
sad if someone is being ‘teased’ or
bullied, or when someone is trying to
hurt someone.” She was never bullied
but know a thing or two about it. She
said that she had a family member
who was being bullied. He was bullied because he was different and
had a speech problem. Ms. Florio
stuck up for him by telling him that
he was special and unique and he
could be whatever he wanted to be.
Our dear principal also said “I don’t
think it’s a problem here but we need
to address it by teaching acceptance,
kindness, tolerance, and respect for
all.”
Ms. Pitkin also had some interesting
things to say such as, “when I see kids
getting bullied, it really saddens me.

Ms. Liebowitz and I are always trying to At P.S. 203, we believe that the end
do our best when it comes to situations of bullying starts with each one of
like that.”
us. So continue to spread kindness
and do what you can to “be the
Ms. Liewbowitz stated that when
someone is getting bullied, they should voice that stops bullying.”
tell their parents about it. Then, when
the parents tell her about the problem,
she will investigate and try to fix the
situation. Ms Liebowitz wants everyone
to be a good example, and if you witness a bullying situation, stand up for
fairness and tell someone.
The S.O. has also been helping by
sending out quotes about kindness each
day during morning announcements. It
is important to remember to do what
we can to stop bullying in our school
community and anywhere else in our
world.
Another example of how we are doing
this is in Mrs. Farrell’s class. At the
beginning of the school year, students
signed an anti-bullying pledge. The
pledges are displayed in class as a proud
statement for standing up to bullying.

Class 5-314’s anti-bullying pledges.
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Welcome to the 203 Family by Judy Osman
P.S 203 is a great school and has many great
teachers. This year 6 awesome new teachers joined the
staff and are all
unique. Here’s a
look at our new
staff members.
Ms. Yoo PK-107,
used to teach at
another school
and she enjoys
working with kids. Although she does not
have any kids of her own she think students
are fun to be around.
Ms. Smith, 1-111, used to give swimming
lessons. She liked helping kids and went to
college to be a teacher. She loves teaching
younger kids because she feels she works
well with them.

Ms. Panella, 4-213, went to nursing school
and worked at a hospital and felt it wasn't for
her. She then got a job as a nanny
which helped her realize that she
wanted to be a teacher.
Mr. Mulryan, 5-327, is a teacher
and both of his parents were teachers. As a teenager, he was a golf
caddy and then became a substitute
teacher. He thinks the hardest part
of being a teacher is all the preparing that needs to be done to teach.

Last but not least is Ms.Carlino, class
316B. When Ms.Carlino was younger
she had a fake classroom in her garage
and her friend would be the student and
she would be the teacher. She also volunteered to teach track and then she realMs. Madtes ,316A, said she knew she wanted ized that she wanted to a teacher.
Ms.Carlino loves to make new
to be a teacher since she was in high school
experiences for her students.
around the age of 16. She used to work at a
preschool. She thinks that the hardest part of We are excited to welcome ALL the new
being a teacher is to have an impact on her
teachers to the P.S. 203 family and know
students and the easiest part of being a
they will have much success here!
teacher is to be herself.

The Rubik’s Cube Master by Samuel Cho & Michael Li
Brandon Lin is a former
student of P.S. 203 and
his Mom, Mrs. Lin, is a
para in class 1-113. He
is famous! Brandon has
been a world record
holder for solving the
Rubik’s cube in all sorts
of amazing ways. He
got interested into
Rubik’s cubes because when he was young, he
was fascinated with shapes. He got a Rubik’s
Cube and got hooked!
Brandon has entered over 30 competitions and has
earned 21 gold, 7 silver and 4 bronze medals.

Besides the Rubik’s cube, Brandon likes
music and making origami He has his
own YouTube channel called Brandon Lin
where he uploads how to do the Rubik’s
cube and him at competitions. He even
has his own website brandonlin.com,
where he teaches you how to speed cube.
His most memorable moment was in
2014 when he got his gold medal for the
square-1 and set the world record for it
too! Brandon’s favorite competition is
the 3x3x3 blindfolded. He said that it’s
very satisfying when you open your
blindfold and the cube is all solved. For
the average Rubik’s cube solver, it would

The BUZZ On The Spelling Bee by Venice Fan
Buzzzzzz, here come the bees flying up on
stage. All the spellers were super smart, but
only three could win!
Coming in first place is Madelyn Chin, Jano
Nakhla in second, and Alicia Wang in third
place. It is amazing that all the winners are in
class 5-314. Madelyn didn’t think that she
would win the Spelling Bee. She was nervous,
excited, and stressed out. Jano was relieved
that she turned out to be in the top three. She

was also happy and joyful. Alicia was
confident and had a feeling that she would
be one of the top three spellers of the
school.
They are superb enough to go to the state
spelling bee where they will compete with
other spellers, but those spellers aren’t as
terrific as the P.S.203Q “Terrific Three!”
Good Luck to Madelyn, Jano, and Alicia!!

take about 2 minutes to solve a 3x3x3
blindfolded. But, Brandon could solve it
in about 50 seconds!
Brandon had Ms. Stavropoulos when he
was in 5th grade and is currently a
sophomore at the University of
Pennsylvania. He is majoring in
Mathematics and Computer Science, and
minoring in Statistics. When he finishes
college, he wants to keep on cubing and
expand the cubing community by
organizing more competitions and
meeting players who are not as good as
him. Most people think that speed cubing
is very challenging so he wants to prove
that if he could do it, anyone can.

December 2017

Page 3

Our New Student Organization
P.S. 203 has
elected a new
student
organization for
the 2017-2018
school year and
ALL of the
candidates did a
super job in
their campaigns.
Throughout the election, all the candidates showed
great courage by speaking in front of the 3rd, 4th,
and 5th graders and we want to congratulate them
on participating.

by Samuel Kim & Ryan Park

Our new S.O. President is Lazar
Mijatovic. The Vice-President is Leo
Tirella. Our Recording Secretary is
Samuel Kim. The Treasurer is JessieJaymes Lee, Our Corresponding
Secretary is Zaharia Troumouhis, and
our Press Secretary is Alexander
Gatzonis.
We interviewed some of the S.O. about
what they thought about P.S. 203’s
anti-bullying campaign. Lazar replied,”I
think it’s appropriate because kids won’t
get hurt and bullies will be calmer and
nicer.” When Leo was asked he

said,”good, because bullying can hurt
emotions and feelings.” Samuel thinks it’s
“spectacular because bullying can make
kids not want to come to school and it can
help the kids stand up to bullies.”
Alexander added, ”I think that antibullying is a good way to stop it.”
Zaharia’s response was “No one should
bully no matter what, even if it is a little
joke.”
As you can see we have a great new S.O.
and we look forward to all the terrific
things they will do to help keep P.S. 203
the place to be!

We’ve Got Spirit—Yes We Do! by Venice Fan & Nyla Hosein
Woo-hoo! School spirit days and schoolwide events help to bring out our school
spirit. What would be a better day to
come to school all comfy and cozy? Well,
we did that on “Pajama Day!” People
went all out and came to school with
their favorite pair of pajamas for a
huge “slumber party!” How about a
day where you wear a cool sweater,
but silly it up!? We did that on “Silly
Sweater Day!” People sewed patches
and wore pins on their sweaters. Others dyed their sweaters
different colors. Some even sewed
their own!
Another way we showed our school spirit
was on Halloween. The 5th grade staff

dressed up as the Justice League, and it
wasn’t only the teachers. Almost
EVERYONE in our school community
showed their school spirit and dressed
up! Speaking of costumes, Ms. Florio and
Ms. Chang dressed up
as the Grammar Police. Ms. Florio
dressed up in a full
Grammar Police suit.
Meanwhile Ms. Chang
dressed up in a
“Synonym Roll” shirt.

LOT of money for
our wonderful PTA
which helps our
school so much!
It’s great how we all
show our school
spirit and support
everyone in the

P.S. 203 also showed their generosity at
the Harvest Day Bake Sale. We raised a

STEAMed Up! by Jonathan Iskhakov & Michael Li
Every year our
Science Fair gets
better and better.
This one was
amazing! Everyone
in this school came
to see the fantastic
projects they made.
The most popular projects were bubble gum
size, rubber band elasticity and the paper
airplanes made out of different materials flight
distance. You could have seen them November
15-17. Next year we might see even more

amazing projects.
In other STEAM news, the NYC DOE Office
of Sustainability is hosting its first ever Energy
Reduction Challenge from 10/2 to 12/1 and
we decided to participate. The challenge
states you have to save as much energy as you
can within the school. The school that saves
the most energy will get $10,000 to further
promote sustainability in the school. Even
though the challenge has ended we should still
remember to conserve energy and reduce,
reuse, and recycle.

For more information go to:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/0By93t1kgEFfxUzhWdGQxTzZzU
UU/view
Let’s hope we win $10,000 to make
P.S. 203 an even better place and make
the Earth’s atmosphere even cleaner.
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Movie Review -Wonder
The 4th and 5th grade had the great opportunity to see the movie Wonder on December 11 and it was enjoyed by all. This movie is based on the bestselling book by
Raquel J. Palacio. It’s a story about a boy
that has a different face from others and for
the first time he
was going to
school. There he
gets bullied, and
meets new
friends. Wonder tells a lesson to spread
kindness throughout the world, which
makes the world a better place.
This is a must see and is a great family film.
Janice Choe

Book Review
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh
by Robert C. O’Brien
This is a great fictional story. Mrs.
Frisby is a widow. One of her
sons, Timothy, is sick with pneumonia. The farmer, Mr. Fitzgibbon, will be plowing the field in
three days. Mrs. Frisby teams up
with the rats of Nimh who are
very intelligent. The leader,
Nicodemus, tells Mrs. Frisby the
story of Nimh and how they escaped the lab
they were kept captive in and how they
became so smart. Mr. Ages, one of the Rats
of Nimh, tells how to put his sleeping powder in Mr. Fitzgibbon’s cat. Will they save
Timothy? Find out in the book!
Samuel Cho
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Unscramble the letters to uncover
common words.
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BLIZZARD

FROST

SLEDDING

CHILLY

HOT CHOCOLATE

SNOW

COLD

ICE

SNOWBALLS
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SNOWMAN
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ANSWERS: truth, violins, parka, power

