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Inter-Agency Regional Task Force
On Friday, April 26, we held several sessions, both in-school and out of school, to communicate and learn about issues
affecting our youth and others and what we can do to help. The Northwest Corner Prevention Network and the McCall Center
sponsored the evening session, with support from the Region One Inter-Agency Task Force.
The afternoon in-school sessions comprised of two different assemblies for students, focused on vaping and “Stages of Use”
(Grades 9-10) and viewing of the movie “Resilience” and panel discussion with Mountainside Treatment Center Staff and four
members of the community in recovery (Grades 11-12).
The evening session for the community was the same as that for the 11-12th graders. We had about 20 members of the public
attend. It was well communicated and marketed; therefore, going forward, the Inter-Agency Regional Task Force will discuss
how we can best reach out to those who want and/or need information. We will consider beginning student support groups.

Meeting with Legislators April 23
We needed to re-schedule a number of times to match with the responsibilities and calendars of our two legislators. We
finally landed on a date and time and one that reaped a very productive conversation. Both Representative Maria Horn
and Senator Craig Miner shared their opinions about several bills that impact education.
We will plan to continue to hold meetings with both Senator Miner and Representative Horn. In the future, we will plan
to ask these two legislators to meet with Board of Education members and town members prior to the legislative session,
so that our legislators can hear our opinions on potential legislation before it goes to committee.

https://vimeo.com/332034552?fbclid=IwAR2B_BleNpum6ZYScUf1nc3uUGccRG1YAbBFqcQIXOtBEVCCMDNBtsGYLY
Specific Bills:
Raised Bill No. 7110 AN ACT CONCERNING ENHANCED CLASSROOM SAFETY AND SCHOOL CLIMATE.
HB 7357 AN ACT CONCERNING A STUDY OF EDUCATION MANDATE RELIEF
There are a number of bills that will require schools to include more into their curriculum. We are in opposition
to "more" in the curriculum:
Some of these are:
SB 853 AN ACT CONCERNING THE AVAILABILITY OF THE REAL ESTATE LICENSING CURRICULUM FOR
USE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
H.B. No. 7110 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING ENHANCED CLASSROOM SAFETY AND SCHOOL
CLIMATE.
H.B. No. 7082 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES
IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CURRICULUM.
H.B. No. 7083 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF PUERTO RICAN AND
LATINO STUDIES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CURRICULUM.
SB 1019 AN ACT CONCERNING SCHOOL LITERACY
HB 7354 AN ACT CONCERNING A STUDY OF THE EDUCATION COST SHARING FORMULA
H.B. No. 7353 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING VARIOUS ISSUES RELATING TO SPECIAL EDUCATION.

Dr. Peg Dawson Presentation, April 24
Cornwall Consolidated School invited Dr. Peg Dawson to present at the Professional Development Day in April for
teachers and support staff. Several schools had teachers attend this session. I attended the evening session for parents and
community members. She is an outstanding presenter, sharing how educators and parents can promote the development
of executive skills with youth. Dr. Dawson has written books on the topics of helping children with emotional control,
organizations, response inhibition, and more. To learn more about her and her publications:

http://www.smartbutscatteredkids.com/about/
ASCD National Conference Take-Aways
Six Kent Center educators, Lisa Carter and I attended the Chicago national conference in March. While we attended a
wide variety of sessions, I wanted to share some of the most important points with which I came away. This information
will be shared at our next Region One Administrators meeting in May, to determine if the group believes there are areas
we wish to explore further.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxM0FU0YD_SNLZkbYDkVoMWLLBr8wRnX/view?usp=sharing
LCSA Meeting with CABE
Each month, the Litchfield County Superintendents’ Association holds a meeting to discuss educational topics. In April,
we had a visit from Dr. Robert Rader and Attorney Patrice McCarthy, leaders at CABE.
The discussion was around legislation that impacts education and what CABE can do to connect more and support with
school boards. One suggestion that came from our discussion was that CABE could conduct videoconferencing sessions
with Boards, as this would not require travel from either the board members or CABE staff. CABE is very happy to do
this during an evening meeting, as each board considers topics, issues or questions most relevant to them. Each board
may wish to engage in this kind of discussion in place of a face-to-face workshop. These kinds of brief workshops could
be done more frequently and is professional learning for the Board.
Policy Review
Many of our boards have received or will be receiving their policy audit from CABE. I am currently working with the
Board Chairs, Principals, and Board Members from Cornwall Consolidated, Sharon Center, Salisbury Central, and
Region One, as we review each policy. Dr. Roy is reviewing North Canaan’s policies. Policy review and revision
requires a significant amount of time and thought; however, all schools have a number of policies that require revision,
so this work is essential. Lee H. Kellogg’s audit was recently completed. Kent Center’s policies are projected for review
in the fall.
Contract Negotiations
This year, non-certified contract negotiations are taking place in Cornwall and Falls Village. Recently, Falls Village
reached an agreement. For certified contracts, Cornwall, Falls Village, and Kent Center will begin negotiations in the late
summer/early fall.

Other April Events
April 5- Sharon Center Play– "School House Rock, Live"
The 4rth- 8th graders, in put on a wonderful show. Dr. Karen Manning, Sharon Center principal said, "Truly a wonderful
opportunity for 37 (of our 68), 4th-8th graders to bond and share their passion for drama, such a wonderfully supportive
group!" Strong vocals from so many students!

April 8 - Salisbury Central Symposium- “Issues Facing Our Towns”
This Symposium was held at Hotchkiss and was co-sponsored by the Salisbury Republican Town Committee, the
Hotchkiss Democrats and the Hotchkiss Republicans.
The three panels discussed the “Impact of Our Declining Population on Jobs”, “Impact of Declining Population on
Schools, and “The Drug Crisis”.
I spoke about the impact declining enrollment has on schools and shared that we needed to find ways to attract more
families to our towns and public schools. The alternative to this is that towns and Boards of Education will need to have
serious discussions going forward regarding: “What number of students is too few?” and “What number is required
before a school either needs to close or merge?”
April 9- Kent Center – Art Show, 8th Grand Fundraiser Silent Auction, and “Honk, Jr.- The Musical”
The Kent Center students presented the musical "Honk, Jr.", about an "ugly duck" who turns out to be a beautiful swan
and the animals who learned to love for things other than beauty. The costumes and the musical numbers were fabulous.
I also viewed the fabulous assortment of student artwork. All of this talent from our students showed up on stage and on
the walls and tables that highlighted such a wide range of amazing student artwork.

April 29-30 Tri-State Consortium
Lisa and I attended this workshop in Rye, New York where we learned how some schools in New York, Connecticut,
and New Jersey assess progress with school programs. This is a very quality and worthwhile training offered to schools.

