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How some YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok stars use their influence for good

ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

As you read, consider the question: are social media influencers helping or
harming society?

How some YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok stars use
their influence for good

Source: Pixabay
Almost half the world’s population uses social media apps. On average, a person spends 2 hours and 23
minutes on social media accounts every day.
How does that match up with your daily habit?
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QUESTION 1 (POLL)

About how much time do you spend on social media apps like TikTok, Instagram, Facebook,
or YouTube?
less than an hour
2-4 hours
5 or more hours
I would prefer not to say.
I do not use any social media.

Users cite different reasons for logging on to TikTok,1 Instagram,2 or YouTube3 every day, but one thing
seems to be consistent among all ages and people groups: some of the most popular accounts on the
internet bring lots of people enjoyment and entertainment. People like to laugh, people like to be
shocked, and people like to find inspiration and encouragement. And social media influencers, people
who have access to a large audience and can persuade others by their authenticity and reach, are good at
creating content people want.
Younger generations are flocking to social media accounts and spending large amounts of time viewing
posts. Parents often express concern about the attention paid to phones and apps. Negative stories about
social media celebrities ruining the world or uninformed kids eating Tide pods4 dominate headlines and
help to fuel fear in adults.
But can these social media sites with millions of users also be used for social good?
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QUESTION 2

DOK 4

STANDARD GSE RI2

What example from your life can you think of where social media was used for good? Share
the example and explain how it promoted the broader social good.

QUESTION 3 (POLL)

Is social media better when it is used to share a positive message?
Yes; it's important to create and view good content.
No; social media is for fun entertainment, not for anything deeper.
I don't use social media and don't have an opinion on this yet.

Social media influence
According to the Pew Research Center, 90% of 18- to 24-year-olds say they use YouTube for entertainment
or research purposes. The Pew Research Center also reports that videos featuring children and intended
for a younger audience are the most popular videos on the platform.
With the increasing time people spend on social media every day, a new generation of influencers and
stars is emerging. Younger generations are flocking to the internet and social media5 for current events,
news, entertainment, and inspiration. Video game players, fashion bloggers, and vloggers are racking up
bigger audiences than many mainstream media channels. The social media personalities are getting rich
from their work too.
TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, and other social media platforms are giving young people new ways to
achieve popularity. Before social media, Hollywood media executives had the final say about who starred
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in what, what content made it to viewers’ eyes, and what ideas became popular. But this new age of social
media gives content creators the freedom to skip the Hollywood machine and rise to stardom on their
own power.
If the average person is spending over two hours a day on social media, that means content creators have
a large amount of time to influence their audiences. Social media is affecting the things we buy, the
hobbies we participate in, and the language we use. Past generations were influenced by TV shows,
magazines, books, and movies. Current generations are shaped by the social media platforms they spend
the most time on.
QUESTION 4

DOK 2

STANDARD GSE RI1

Which inference is supported by the evidence in the section "Social media influence"?
Parents are readily embracing social media like YouTube and Facebook.
It is easier to become a popular social media influencer now than it was in past
generations.
Young adults use social media platforms for more than just entertainment purposes.
Hollywood media executives directly control who succeeds and who fails on social media
apps like TikTok and Facebook.

Like and subscribe
One of the biggest video apps in the world, TikTok, is helping to revolutionize dance culture. It is giving
young creators a stage to share their dances like the Renegade, Holy Moly Donut Shop, the Mmmxneil,
and Cookie Shop. Many of these creators are youth of color, such as Latino, Asian, and black youth.
For the creator of the Renegade dance, Jalaiah Harmon,6 TikTok helped introduce millions of people to
her choreography.7 Since the dance’s creation, teenagers and celebrities alike have been doing it. Lizzo,8
Kourtney Kardashian,9 and members of the K-pop band Stray Kids10 have all performed the Renegade.
Even Michelle Obama tweeted Harmon after she rose to stardom on social media.
DanTDM11 is a popular YouTube celebrity. His brand focuses on Minecraft video game commentary and
humorous challenges. He has more than 22 million subscribers and credits rising internet usage and
waning popularity of television among young people as a part of his success.
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Instagram is overflowing with men and women who want to help you do your hair and makeup better.
Yuya,12 a Mexican beauty blogger and YouTuber, is one of them. She has more than 15 million followers
on the social media platform where she shares beautifully styled photos highlighting her fashion, style,
and travels.

Source: Instagram
To understand the power of social media’s audience, let’s compare it to what adults are watching. The
latest debate for the 2020 presidential election was viewed by 19 million people. That was a record for a
presidential debate. Yet it’s still fewer people than DanTDM’s subscribers or popular Instagram accounts.
Far more people have watched Yuya’s "hair for school/work"13 tutorial than the most popular episode of

Game of Thrones.14
QUESTION 5

DOK 4

STANDARD GSE RI2

What popular social media or YouTube video have you watched and enjoyed? Explain why
you think this post was popular with many people.
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The most popular YouTube personalities make millions of dollars a year through advertisements and
product contracts. Even well-known TikTok accounts can make hundreds of thousands of dollars. But is
the goal just to entertain users and make money? It’s fun to try out the latest dance moves with your
friends or use the makeup tricks your favorite beauty blogger just shared. Video game shortcuts are
helpful in beating your friends and the latest funny challenge can give your passing period at school
some purpose, but is that it?
Not for all content creators, it seems. Some influencers are using their platforms to spread positive
messages or to create social change.

Don’t believe everything you see
Natalia Taylor wanted to share her globetrotting vacation to Bali with her 332,000 Instagram followers
this month. So she began posting pictures and videos of her relaxing trip.
Except she didn’t travel to Bali. She just visited her local IKEA store.
Taylor, who wasn’t just trying to prank her followers, wanted to teach the internet a lesson.

Natalia Taylor made a YouTube video documenting her Instagram prank where she posted photos of a
vacation to Bali, when really she just went to an IKEA store. Here, you can see a shot of her YouTube video
where she shows the caption for her fake Instagram photo.15 Source: YouTube
“Don’t trust everything you see on the internet,” she said in a YouTube video where she revealed her
prank. “It’s been said that life on the internet is not always as it seems, especially in today’s day and age
where it is so easy to pretend to be anyone you want to be.”
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She wanted to see if her followers would notice her vacation photos were actually taken in IKEA. More
importantly, she wanted people to question what they see online.

Source: Pew Research Center
That lesson, especially as we spend hours on social media every day, is good to remember. The people we
follow, subscribe to, and mimic are showing us edited versions of themselves. Basing too much of our
lives or decisions on them might not always be the wisest choice.
Using her platform to make people think garnered Taylor attention from media outlets like CNN and
gained her new followers.
QUESTION 6

DOK 2

STANDARD GSE RI8

How does the information in the graphic from the Pew Research Center support the message
Natalia Taylor wanted to send to her followers?
It shares evidence that provides a different perspective than Natalia Taylor's perspective.
It provides trustworthy evidence that people encounter false information online.
It illustrates how sharing false or untrue information can hurt your internet popularity.
It uses statistical research to support Natalia Taylor's message that bullying is not
acceptable.
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Grab ’n Go for a cause
New York City is famous for its pizza, its aggressive cab drivers, and its corner bodegas.16 Bodegas are
small convenience stores usually open 24 hours a day. There are over 10,000 bodegas, a Spanish word
meaning “storeroom” or “grocery store,” across New York’s five boroughs.
Some bodega owners are using TikTok and Instagram to entertain customers and raise money for good
causes. One bodega owner, Ahmed Alwan, films users as they enter his store. He surprises them with a
math question, and if they can answer quickly, he gives them five seconds to grab whatever they want
from the store. While it’s fun to watch and see how people react to the challenge, Alwan is using the
internet attention for a larger purpose as well.

Ahmed Alwan has raised over $9,000 on GoFundMe so he can continue giving his customers a chance to
walk away with goodies. Source: TikTok
So far, he has raised over $9,000 on GoFundMe to pay for the groceries he gives away and to help feed
customers who can’t afford to pay.
“It’s not about helping me,” Alwan said. “It’s about helping my customers.”
Alwan’s TikTok and Instagram videos have grabbed the attention of famous social media users like
former President Barack Obama, who tweeted, “What a great example of citizenship, what each of us can
do to make a difference for all of us.”
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QUESTION 7

DOK 2

STANDARD GSE RI1

Which statement is the most likely explanation for why former President Obama said that
Alwan is "a great example of citizenship"?
His videos are funny and bring people joy.
He has raised $9,000 to help his customers who cannot afford to pay.
His customers get to review math facts when they come to his store.
His bodega shop is important to the neighborhood and is open 24 hours a day.

Pretty with purpose

Source: Instagram
Laura Wells is a model with over 83,000 Instagram followers. She often poses in bathing suits and
beautiful dresses. She’s one of Australia’s top plus size models. So seeing her feed filled with pretty
pictures and sunny beaches doesn’t feel out of place, but once you click on a caption, you don't just see
messages about beauty and a life of luxury.
Wells, besides being an international model who promotes positive body image, has degrees in biology
and law. She’s a passionate environmentalist whose social media posts focus on climate change, her love
for the ocean and its health, sustainable fashion, and conservation.
“The future is not something that will merely occur, it is something we are creating—let’s create a
healthy, sustainable masterpiece for future generations,” Wells says on her website.
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She’s using her large social media following to call attention to issues close to her heart. In a world where
stunning pictures and clothes gain attention, Wells is using her influence to create social and
environmental change.
QUESTION 8

DOK 3

STANDARD GSE RI8

Evaluate Wells's post yourself. Examine the post and then explain if you think she is effective
at using her position as a top model to address issues of climate change. Cite specific details
from the post like the number of likes, the styling, and the content of her message.
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We all have an audience
With half the world's population on social media every day, content creators have round-the-clock access
to audiences. Some influencers use their platforms to create positive change and to advocate for others.
This is an encouraging way to use their power and platforms.
It’s a good reminder that everyone has influence and can bring about positive change. No matter if your
follower count is 10 or 10,000, social media audiences give users the ability to create social good.

QUESTION 9

STANDARD GSE RI8

The author of this article developed the argument that social media influencers can cause
positive social change.

What argumentative strategy did the author use?
The author used highly emotional content to convince the reader.
The author provided several similar examples to illustrate the idea.
The author cited statistics from trustworthy sources to prove a point.
The author analyzed and critiqued the opposing argument to show it is wrong.

QUESTION 10

DOK 4

STANDARD GSE RI8

Which social media influencer discussed in this article is the most effective at using social
media to share a positive message? Explain by citing details from this article.
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Notes
1

MRS. MCLANE

2

MRS. MCLANE

3

MRS. MCLANE

TikTok is a video-sharing social network owned by ByteDance, a large Chinese technology company.

Instagram is a photo- and video-sharing social network owned by Facebook.

YouTube is a video-sharing site owned by Google.
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4

MRS. MCLANE

5

MRS. MCLANE

6

MRS. MCLANE

7

MRS. MCLANE

8

MRS. MCLANE
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In 2018, an internet challenge persuaded kids to eat Tide pods, which are deadly if ingested. This fad
highlighted the negative side of social media.

Why do you use social media? If you do not use social media, why not?

Jalaiah Harmon

Choreography is the art of designing dance moves.

Lizzo did the Renegade on Instagram.
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10
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MRS. MCLANE

Kourtney Kardashian did the Renegade on her son's TikTok account.

MRS. MCLANE

Felix from the Stray Kids did the Renegade on TikTok.

MRS. MCLANE

DanTDM
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12

MRS. MCLANE

13

MRS. MCLANE

14

MRS. MCLANE

15

MRS. MCLANE

Yuya is one of the most-followed fashion influencers on YouTube.

48 million views, according to YouTube

19.3 million viewers, according to statistics from HBO reported in CNN

Here you can see the photo she posted on Instagram. She told her followers she was in Bali, but really
she was in an IKEA store.
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MRS. MCLANE

A bodega is a small store with snacks, drinks, and other small items for purchase. You may have
heard them called "mini marts" or "convenience stores."
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