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Icahn 1 Newsletter
Principal’s Message
Dear Parents/Guardians:
Well… another year is just about to end… 2019 is just around the corner. How are you planning to
spend it? What are your plans for the New Year? Any new New Year resolutions?
A third of the year has passed and I wanted to say that OUR students have been working very hard
on a daily basis. We have implemented a few new programs this year, such as, CFL, Open Up
Resources, and Amplify. These programs are the latest and greatest and are geared towards taking
your child to the next level. As always, you play a very important role in this happening. I ask that
you continue to communicate with your child’s teacher at least once a week, check your child’s
homework daily, and attend informal and/or formal meetings. Please do not forget that these
meetings are planned with an end goal in mind. If you are not present for the meetings then you are
not able to gain the knowledge needed to further educate your child.
I am very proud of all things that our staff and students have achieved thus far and how the bar is
continually being raised as the year progresses. We still have about 7 months to go in the school
year so by no means is the school year over. We still need your assistance day in and day out. We
will continue to motivate your child and we expect the same from you. We are a team!!
With best wishes for a successful holiday season, a Merry Christmas, and a very Happy New Year.
Lastly, please visit the school’s website for the latest school news at www.icahncharterschool1.org.
Sincerely,
Lawford Cunningham
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From the Staff Developer
The New Year is quickly approaching and our students
have continued to work hard and give their best each
and every day! Students from Icahn 1 have been
working to improve their reading comprehension and
math problem solving skills this year. Students in grades
K-5 have taken on our new math initiative to include
story problems and CFL, in full force. During story
problems, students solve mathematical problems of
history using a variety of strategies. When students
share strategies with their classmates it helps
demonstrate different ways to solve problems. It also
provides students the opportunity to practice explaining
their thinking as a way to build a stronger
mathematical foundation. Students in grades 6-8 have
also been incorporating mathematical discussions in
the classroom.
At Icahn 1, we have had many interesting school
spirit days so far this year, including Pink Day in
October for Breast Cancer Awareness, Flannel Day in
November and Ugly Sweater Day in December. In
addition we held our first movie night for the middle
school, which was a huge success! In November,
students from Kindergarten through First Grade were
able to meet the author, Sherri Dusky Rinker, who wrote
over a dozen fictional stories, including Goodnight,
Goodnight, Construction Site. Students learned the
process of writing and publishing stories, and how her
family has influenced her stories as an author. All
students left with a copy of Ms. Rinker’s book to share
with their families. We have many more days of spirit
and events to look forward to in 2019! As 2018 comes to
an end I would like to see the momentum we have built
continue. Continue to encourage your students to read
at home and use online programs, such as i-Ready,
RazKids, and Khan Academy. This will support what
they are learning in the classroom and allow them to
reach their full potential. Enjoy the winter break as I
hope it is relaxing and enjoyable for everyone! Happy
Holidays!

We would also like to say thank you to everyone who
has supported Icahn in building such a tight knit
community here in the heart of the Bronx. Parents, we
couldn’t have done it without you! This is a great
indication of another wonderful year to come, and to
be grateful for how much we have accomplished as a
school-based community since September.
SENIOR NEWS
Our 8th grade class has been tirelessly juggling high
school applications and their senior year of middle
school. This not only shows their determination as
young adults, but also shows the passion they have for
their education. Parents, your involvement in your
child’s life, requires you to be an integral part of their
lives by loving and adoring them for the young adults
they are striving to become. Our goal is to raise
productive members of society and it is crucial we
cater to their wellbeing and embrace their presence in
our community. How they grow personally socially and
academically relies solely on your continuous effort to
guide and support your children through these
formative years. As they say! It takes a village. I leave
you with…
The 8 L’s of Parenting to Practice for the Start of the
New Year. -By Leah Davies, M.Ed.
1. LOVE your child. For your child to be successful, he
or she must feel valued. Your gentle touches, smiles and
hugs communicate love.
2. LOOK for the good in your child and make specific
comments on what he or she does well. You must
believe in your child's worth before he or she can
believe it.
3. LISTEN, without judgment, to your child express his
or her thoughts and feelings. If you do not listen, your
child may attempt to gain your attention by
misbehaving.

From the School Counselor

4. LAUGH with your child, not at him or her. Laugh and
play together.

GOODBYE 2018, HELLO 2019!

5. LABOR diligently and with pride so that your child
will want to work hard, and do his or her best.

COMMUNITY WORKS
Thank you to the Icahn parents, students, and
teachers for participating in this year’s City Harvest
Food Drive. Together we have collected 1,690 items of
food for our friends who are in need this holiday season.
With, congratulations to Ms. Wood’s fourth grade class
for donating a total of 469 canned goods.

6. LEARN new information. Take the time to read and
thus instill a love of learning.
7. LEAVE the television and other media off.
8. LIVE life to its fullest. Take pleasure in little things
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Kindergarten
Kindergarten has been learning so
much and we are very excited to share
everything with you. As we prepare to enter a
new year, look at where we have been and
where we are going!

In Language Arts, our curriculum has
been focusing on blending and segmenting
words. We have also learned about how to
write a complete sentence, and the meaning
of a period, question mark, and exclamation
marks. We continue to learn about letter sounds and will start to learn about blends in the
New Year.
In Mathematics, we practice our counting skills and our calendar skills daily. We have
begun to focus on the numbers 11-20. We have also begun using number bonds and ten
frames that help us to decompose and compose numbers.
In Science, we continue to learn and discuss the
signs of the winter season. We conducted experiments
to discover how water freezes and how ice melts. We
have been learning
so
much
and
cannot wait to
continue to excel in
the New Year, we
want to wish you
and your families
Happy Holidays!
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First Grade
It has been a fantastic time in first grade so far! We are having so much fun learning
new skills and enjoying our friends!
In English Language Arts, we have been reading
lots of fiction texts and discussing story elements; such as,
character, setting, problem and solution. While reading,
students have been practicing making and confirming
predictions and reading closely to find key details and the
main idea of a text. Last month, students were able to
meet and learn from the author, Sherri Dusky Rinker,
who wrote many fictional stories, including Goodnight,
Goodnight, Construction Site. She discussed the process of
writing and publishing stories, and how she came up with
the characters and their adventures. Students enjoyed
listening and learning from Sherri Duskey Rinker.
In Math,
we continue
to learn through games and manipulative.
Students were introduced to a new game this
month, The Double Decker Bus. The goal of this
game is to introduce and practice adding and
subtracting within 20. We read the story about a
girl who dreams of operating a double decker bus
and what methods she will use to find how many
passengers are on the bus. The children used
Math Racks to represent the double decker bus as
they moved the beads back and forth to represent
the passengers getting on or off the bus. The game is very hands on and allows children to
think and explore different ways to add and subtract with in 20. Our little mathematicians
have learned strategies, such as, making tens and adding double digits within 20. As we
continue to explore this month’s math games we will deepen our knowledge of fast number
recognition, addition and subtraction within 20.
Congratulations to Ms. Wright’s 1st grade class on earning first place in attendance for
the month of November. Also, congratulations to our Students of the Month, Nathaniel
Coronado- Delgado and Leiam Lopez- Gamboa.
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Second Grade
In English Language Arts, we’ve
been reading non-fiction texts that teach
us all about animals. In this subject, the
students have been practicing rereading
stories as well as making, confirming, and
revising predictions to increase their
reading comprehension skills. We have
been working hard on figuring out the
main idea and author’s purpose of texts!
Therefore, it is very important for your
child to be reading every night and
discussing what they are reading about!
Our 2nd grade mathematicians have been working hard on subtracting two digit
numbers within 100! They have learned many useful strategies such as using an open
number line, breaking apart numbers, and using a
hundreds chart. Our super second graders have also
been working hard on their math fluency! Please try
and practice these math facts at home with your
child! Everyday, our students get to use their
amazing
problem
solving skills to solve
their daily cognitive
guided instruction
story problems. This
gives our students a
chance to take the
“lead” as the teacher
and share their
strategy aloud to
the class!
As always, you can visit our teacher pages on the
Icahn website to see any updates in our classroom! We
encourage you to use i-Ready and Raz Kids at home as these
have been found as a beneficial tool for our students. Please
reach out to us with any questions or concerns.
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Third Grade
They’re Thriving in Third!
Scholars are really growing and blossoming into analytical readers,
comprehensive writers and sophisticated mathematicians!
As readers, students are identifying character traits in fiction literature. They are
also recognizing key details and main ideas in non-fiction pieces. They enjoy discussing
author’s purpose and point of view in poetry and informational texts. The discourse
and discussions revolving around various texts is engaging to their peers, as well as,
impressively insightful.
These maturing writers display passion in their personal narratives. Their
research reports prove they are the experts of their topic. Not to mention, their short
and extended responses to literature hint at great success come NYS assessment time.
These scholars truly enjoy putting pencil to paper (or fingers to keyboard)!
Our marvelous mathematicians are solving daily story problems with efficiency
and accuracy. Multiplication facts are becoming more automatic with each passing
day. They enjoy sharing their strategies with their peers and are fearless when faced
with challenging problems.
As citizens, they are
developing compassion and
selflessness. They collected
hundreds of canned food
items for the Food Drive.
While continuing that giving
spirit, they help each other
and their teachers each and
every day. They continue to
make themselves and their
teachers very proud!
“Don’t let what you cannot
do interfere with what you
can do.”
– John Wooden
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Fourth Grade
Holy Moly! We have been busy in 4th grade! Not only have we
been learning tons in Reading, Writing, Math, and Science; BUT ALSO
we have been going on some super fun trips to enhance our learning!
We went to LegoLand in Yonkers. There the students
participated in a specialized workshop. During this time students built
(literally) their characters, setting and plot using LEGO elements. Once
their “set” was built they presented their experience using their models
as a visual referencing tool to help them develop their personal
narratives. Then we went back to school and began our writing
process. The students produced some really wonderful
narratives to accompany their Lego creations. They are all
showcased on our bulletin boards, we invite you to come and
read them!
We also went to the Museum of Math. The students were
not only able to explore the exhibit floor which included items
where
they
could
discover patterns, how
math shows up in
everyday life, and mathematical games. The students also
participated in two classes. One session that included
exploring patterns through tessellating tiles which combines
mathematical concepts such as geometry and art. The other
session included the exploration of shapes using Mobius
bands and discovery of patterns and structures. Who knew
math could be so fun and hands on! Hahaha!
Moving forward into the New Year, we want to
remind you to have students read independently, complete i-Ready for both subjects, and practice
their multiplication facts EVERY NIGHT! Please, remember tutoring and Saturday Academy are vital
for the progress of the students that were selected and strong
attendance matters.
We wish everyone
a happy and healthy New
Year! As always, please
reach out with any
comments, questions, or
concerns!
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Fifth Grade
It was a pleasure to see almost all of our parents for Parent-Teacher
Conferences. Believe us when we say, an involved parent makes all the difference. After all,
you are your child’s first teacher.
Fifth graders have been hard at work this year. We have continued to write essays. We
have just concluded writing a “How To” essay. I must
say the children have taught each and myself how to
do a lot of things!
In ELA, fifth grade students are practicing their
close
reading
skills
to
strengthen
their
comprehension. They are working to answer
comprehension questions in a complete manner by
including details from the text.
In math, we have been learning about decimal
place value as well as adding, and subtracting
decimals. We have even been using models to show
how to do that!
In science, we have been discussing the how the
systems of the body work together to maintain
optimal health.
Keep in mind our Saturday Academy and after school tutoring are in full swing. Each
Saturday session our students are preparing for the state exams from 9am to 12
noon. Please continue to have the children work on i-Ready at home. They should be
working for 20 minutes on ELA and 20 minutes on math every night.
Remember the school will be closed
from December 24th and will reopen
January 2nd. Besides being given a paper
copy of their holiday packet, it will be
available on the Icahn 1 website. Happy
Holidays to all and enjoy the break. Until
next time 5th grade!
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Sixth Grade
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences! We truly
enjoyed speaking with you about the success of your child and discussing the next steps in
targeting their academic goals. It was so great to see how involved each person is in our
students’ lives. We thank you for your commitment in helping them be their best!
The sixth graders have been hard at work so far this school year, especially in our
writing block. We are constantly working on improving our writing and grammar skills. Our
close reading skills and ability to comprehend various texts also help with this process. The
biggest area of learning that we have been targeting closely is using evidence to back up a
claim we have created when analyzing a piece of text.
In mathematics, we have worked on learning how to find the percentage of a quantity,
as well as the rates of two or more quantities. In addition to this, we just finished up
comparing positive and negative numbers! The students have worked hard to be able to
graph these different types of numbers on a coordinate plane and calculate the difference
between two points!
In science, we have been discussing how the systems of the body work together to
maintain optimal health and what happens when one or more parts of the body are not
functioning properly. Specifically, we have been focusing on our metabolism.
Please remember that after school tutoring and Saturday Academy are going on and
that each session is crucial to building our students’ skills. While we try our hardest to teach
them as much as we can during the time we have them for, it is still important that they work
on their skills at home. We encourage each student to work on i-Ready and LightSail daily at
home.
Students will have a packet to complete over the break, which will be available on the
website and in hard copy form. Please make sure that it is completed, signed and brought
back when school reopens on January 2nd, 2019! We hope that the students have a
wonderful break. See you in the New Year!
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Seventh & Eighth Grade: Math - Ms. Lucido
The 7th and 8th grade students have been very busy learning many new concepts in Math
Class! We continue to use our Interactive Notebooks daily to keep us organized and recall concepts
that were previously taught! Recently, the 7th grade has studied Algebraic Expressions, Equations,
and Inequalities. Students extended upon their knowledge
of these topics and learned how to solve for unknown
quantities in real-word problems. The 8th grade has studied
Multi-Step Equations, Linear Equations, and System of
Equations. Students were able to understand that a solution
to an equation can have one, none, or infinitely many
solutions. In the Linear Equation unit, students were able to
understand and write the equation for a line from various
situations. Our most recent topic was System of Equations.
Students were able to work with two linear equations
simultaneously and determine the solution. In the New Year
the 7th and 8th grade will continue to work hard learning
new material in preparation for the New York State Test.
Throughout the month of January the 7th grade will learn
about Proportional Relationships and Percentages while the
8th grade will learn about Linear and Nonlinear Functions.
Happy Holidays and New Year to All!

Seventh & Eighth Grade: ELA - Mr. Williams
In ELA, the seventh graders have successfully completed two units and are coming to the
conclusion of the third. In addition to completing a variety of tasks such as expository, informative,
and persuasive essays, we have also begun studying and practicing in order to navigate various
texts with ease. To supplement the skills learned and techniques practiced, we will continue to
utilize the Socratic Method, On-Demand Tests, Four-Corner protocol, and debates. As we continue to
apply these skills, we will only solidify our chances of obtaining the best grade possible on our state
test in April.
In ELA, the eighth graders have also completed two units and are coming to the conclusion of
the third - Unit Four: Approaching Adulthood. This particular unit has allowed students to honestly
reflect upon their own personal journeys as young adults and align their experiences with the texts
in the collection. In addition, they have also practiced their writing skills in the form of expository
and creative memoir pieces. In early preparation for the state test, we have began analyzing close
reading passages as well as identifying best practices and applying tried-and-true methods. As we
approach the winter break, we are reinforcing many of the skills and techniques that we have been
working on since the year began. We anticipate a larger focus on test prep skills and close reading
techniques as we progress towards our state test in April.
10
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Seventh & Eighth Grade: Social Studies - Mr. Liardi
Recently the seventh graders have been learning about the causes of the American War for
Independence. The students began by analyzing primary source documents concerning events
leading up to the war’s beginning in 1775. We looked at debt records for Britain, laws and taxes
concerning the colonies, legal and illegal colonial responses, and finally efforts to avoid all-out war.
The students then had to answer the compelling question: Was the Revolutionary War avoidable?
Most students ended up answering that the war was inevitable based on the documents provided.
We then began to study the war itself and will finish out the year having “achieved” independence.
Coming at the tail end of the Industrial Revolution, the eighth graders began to study the Age
of Imperialism. Students started by taking part in a simulation of a scramble for resources. Each of
the groups had to establish a “country” and then race around the classroom and “claiming” various
objects as their own. The students learned a
lot about competition and the advantages
certain countries had over others. Between
this chapter and the next, the students took
part in another simulation wherein they
played the role of one of the Great Powers
of the early 20th century. Again trying to
outdo each other, the “countries” competed
for colonies around the world and
consolidated their power until erupting in a
“great war”. The eighth graders learned a
lot about how the Great Powers could get
embroiled in a conflict around this time.

Seventh & Eighth Grade: Science - Ms. Sahouin
This has been a busy year so far and the month of December will not be any different!
As the holiday season is right here, in eighth grade we will play the interplanetary
geologist. We are exploring Earth to see if we can uncover traces of any ancient life. In addition,
with Amplify Science, we are able to take advantage of the data from NASA to explore other planets.
For the seventh graders, we have been able to marvel about life at the cellular level, as we
explore cells and organelles. It is amazing how cells and organelles maintain the perfect order of a
structured society. And, the organization and structure we see macroscopically is the replica and
reflexion of what is going on at a microscopic scale.
Lastly, the Biology Regents class has been quietly making strides. Our test from last week
proved positive results from our students. I am very proud of each and every one of our Biology
team members!
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Seventh & Eighth Grade: Spanish - Ms. Oyola
In Spanish, the 7th graders have been working hard this marking period. They completed
Unit 1 of the Avancemos textbook level 1A titled United States: ¿Qué te gusta hacer? and Mis amigos
y yo. In this unit, the focus was vocabulary, grammar, writing, and the culture section, which
consisted of Los Premios Juventud, El Arte De Miami, and El Arte De Texas. The students have
mastered how to use gustar with an infinitive, definite and indefinite articles, and noun-adjective
agreement. A challenging skill, but with practice and perseverance they’ve been successful. I am
pleased with the 7th grade-writing component, which is progressing nicely.
In Spanish, the 8th graders have successfully completed Unit 5 of the Avancemos textbook
level 1B. In this unit, the students were able to describe a house and household items, indicate the
order of things, describe people and locations, and talk about chores and responsibilities. After a
presentation of vocabulary, students described their favorite room in their home. They also had to
write a description of the room they selected. They did an AMAZING JOB! Their work is displayed on
the outside bulletin board. Stop by and take a look. In the culture section of the unit, the students
learned about the artwork of Oswaldo Guayasamín, Mitad Del Mundo Monument, the Argentine City
of Ushuaia, The Textile Art of Ecuador and Panama. Lastly, the 8th graders continue to improve on
their individual writing skills in Spanish class.

Feliz Navidad Y Prospero Año Nuevo

Seventh & Eighth Grade: Math TA & Algebra - Mrs. Tsypkin
The 7th graders have extended properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, factor,
and expand linear expressions with rational coefficients. They learned how inverse operations are
used for solving multi-step linear equations and
inequalities. Lastly, the students solved real-life
mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic
expressions, equations, and inequalities.
The 8th graders have explored linear functions in
one and two variables and on their graphs. Applying what
they have learned, students investigate how the
slope of line can be used to describe the line and its
algebraic equation.
Algebra Group students learned that relationships and
functions have multiple uses in the real world. People
make decisions and use different algebraic models without
even realizing it. Algebra students were practicing how to
identify, write, and evaluate complicated linear models.

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS!
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ENL - Ms. Ortiz
Students have been working very hard these past few of months. This is what they
have been up to!
In first and second grade,
students have been focusing on
being able to read and spell
words with digraphs such as ch,
wh, sh, and th, as well as being
able to determine the main idea
and supporting details in a text.
Students have been able to do
this by engaging in different
types of activities such as games
and crafts. Second graders were
also able to practice their writing
skills by creating rhyming poems,
which they were extremely proud
of! Moving forward, students will work on understanding sequence and using it to retell
the events of a story as well as determining the author’s purpose after reading a text.
In third and fourth grade, students have worked very hard being able to determine
the main idea and supporting details in a text. Students have been able to do this in
different text genres such as expository texts and biographies. Moving forward, students
will learn all about cause and effect in expository texts as well as being able to identify the
theme in dramas.
As for fifth grade, students have been
learning how to determine the author’s
point of view in a text as well as being able
to determine the theme. Moving forward,
students will learn all about sequence in
nonfiction texts.
Thank you for all that you continue
to do and for your unconditional support!
You can always feel free to reach me with
any
concerns
or
questions
at
mortiz@ccics.org. Wishing you all happy
holidays!
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SETSS - Ms. Morgan
The children have been excited about the holidays and everything that they bring; however, they
have continued working hard on increasing their skills in reading, writing, and Math.
In ELA first, second, and third-grade students worked on decoding skills to read words with short
and long vowels, and words with soft and hard /c/ and /g/. They have increased their ability to read words
by using decoding strategies like breaking words into chunks, stretching the word, and looking at the
pictures in the text to help them figure out the words. They have also worked on identifying the main idea
and supporting details on passages at their independent reading level.
Third grade and fourth-grade students focused on
identifying the author’s point of view within a text. Fourth
graders also identified the point of view in which a story
was being told.
Fifth through eighth-grade students have analyzed
texts to make inferences and to determine the main idea
and author’s point of view.
In each grade, students have constructed written responses
based on the skill they were using. Testing grade students
also began constructing short-responses to the texts by
supporting their answers with text-based evidence.
In Math, first-grade students solved addition and
subtraction word problems within 20. Third and fourth-grade students solved multiplication word problems
by applying different strategies. Fifth-grade students solved word problems with fractions. Sixth graders
solved word problems with percent and plotted positive and negative numbers on a coordinate plane.
Seventh-grade students solved expressions, equations, and inequalities. Eighth graders solved linear
equations and systems of equations.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. It is my desire to provide
each of my students the support they need so they can accomplish the goals within their Individualized
Education Program. Wishing you a wonderful Holiday Season!
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Math TA - Mrs. Kepke
The 3rd grade Math Targeted Assistance
students are busy learning all about fractions. They
are having fun drawing fractional parts of a whole
and of a group. They are also continuing with their
goal of being fluent in all the multiplication facts up to
12 times 12. To help them achieve this goal, we are
playing fun and challenging multiplication games. Our
favorite is Bazinga!
The 4th grade Math Targeted Assistance
students are also working on multiplication by
multiplying a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number.
They know several ways to do this, including using
area models, partial products, as well as using the
Distributive Property. They have connected math and
art by creating a Winter Wonderland bulletin board to
demonstrate their understanding of factors and
multiples.
The 5th grade Math Targeted Assistance students have begun their unit on decimals.
Currently, they are learning about adding and subtracting decimals by modeling them on
place value charts and 100-grid paper. This will lead to a strong foundation when they learn
the standard algorithm.
Wishing everyone in the Icahn
Family Happy Holidays and a happy and
healthy New Year!
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ELA TA & Kindergarten Social Studies - Ms. Grieco
As the Target Assistant Teacher in ELA, I meet
with students in small groups to strengthen
strategies’ in ELA. This helps build fluency and
comprehension, which leads to the students’
confidence in reading
and
understanding
text. Some of the
students in target
assistance have made
tremendous growth,
which their teacher and I are very proud of.
In Kindergarten, for Social Studies the students are
learning spatial sense and geography. The students are
learning how the planet has many land formations beside the
borough they live in. The students are also currently
identifying landforms.

Social Studies Grades 4-6 - Mr. Perez
It has been a historic month for our 4th, 5th, and 6th graders!
The 4th grade has been working hard learning about the causes of the American Revolution.
They have been learning about the Stamp Act, Tea Act, Quartering Act, the Boston Tea Party
and the Boston Massacre. In the New Year, we will be moving on to American Revolution, and
the birth of the United States. We will be learning about the Founding Fathers of the United
States and the influence they had on the country.
The 5th grade has learned about the many Mesoamerica Civilizations of the Inca,
Mayan, and Aztec. They have studied and worked on projects about these very diverse
civilizations. They have not only learned about the rich history, but also the cultures, and
achievements of the people within that region. In the New Year, we will be moving on to the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance. We will be comparing and contrasting both time periods in
European History while looking at both the events that shaped each era and the culture.
The 6th graders have learned all about Ancient Civilizations. We have studied the
Egyptian, Chinese, Mesopotamia, Greece, and soon the Romans. They have also learned all
about how Greece and Rome still influence us today. After we have finished learning about
these civilizations we will look into the many different religions of the world.
16
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Art - Ms. Ham
In art, students have been working hard learning art techniques and making various
artworks this marking period. In addition to learning art techniques and practicing selected
range of art media, students were successful in brainstorming ideas and using techniques to
visualize ideas in their art productions.
In third grade, students have learned about different ways to transform paper pieces,
and they have been able to define different types of lines and shapes. Also, the third graders
were introduced to paper collage
techniques to assemble paper pieces by
overlapping, adjoining, and arranging
apart. Using the art learning experience,
our young artists were able to invent
paper collages of their magical vehicles.
The fourth graders started this
marking period focusing on shapes and
seeing outside the box (Beau Gardner).
Students were able to use the abstractly
shaped paper pieces to imagine and create
scenes or objects around us. Recently, the students completed optical art project, which they
created about negative and positive spaces to form optical illusions.
The fifth-grade students have continued and completed their posters for the Arbor Day
Poster Contest, which the given theme was to protect habitats for bats. The fifth graders have
worked hard and succeeded to portray their message by designing text and illustrating
images. After learning about the meaning of landscapes, the three planes (foreground,
midground, and background), they recently worked on making landscapes using watercolor
paint.
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Art (continued) - Ms. Ham
In sixth grade, students were introduced to Tim Burton’s illustrations of extreme
characters. Inspired by Burton’s works and artistic approaches, students have brainstormed
ideas, illustrated their extreme characters using watercolor paint, color sticks, and finetipped permanent markers.
The seventh graders started out learning about historical masks from around the
world, studying the visual features and meaning/purposes. Taking the inspirations from the
historical masks, the seventh-grade students were engaged in making their masks using the
relief sculptural techniques. Followed by the writing prompts, the students were able to write
artist statements to convey their experiences in the art-making process, unseen
messages/concepts, and visual aspects.
The eighth-grade students have studied about Alberto Giacometti’s surrealist figure
sculptures. Inspired by Giacometti’s artworks, students used armature wires, tin foil sheets,
paper mache, and paint to structure, balance, and build figure sculptures in poses. Before the
art-making process, the eighth graders used their prior oval-figure drawing skill to sketch
motions that they chose to sculpt. The artists encountered artistic challenges with different
materials and techniques during the
process, and they were able to
persevere and succeed in producing
their figure sculptures.
In closing, thank you for your
support and encouragement. If you
have any questions, please feel free
to contact me at jham@ccics.org.
Season’s Greetings to you, and best
wishes for the New Year.

18

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL 1

WINTER 2018

Physical Education & Health - Mr. Satalino
As the Holiday season is now here, it is important that we continue to make sure we
are exercising to finish out our year strong. Our students have been working hard learning
about the different ways we can exercise our
bodies using no equipment. This will allow us to
have a perfect transition into our fitness unit,
which will be starting in January. With fitness
month, we focus on the many different ways we
can exercise our bodies whether using equipment
or not. Students in grades 2nd-8th grade will be
continuing basketball like activities or playing in
game depending on their grade level. This will fit
perfectly with our fitness unit since all basketball
movements and skills are exercises that form into
a game that allow us to become stronger, faster
and smarter athletes. After the conclusion of our
basketball unit, we will be starting our volleyball unit. Students will be able to practice their
skills within various volleyball activities. Students in our older grades (5th-8th) will have the
opportunity to play in game situations to test their skills and practice their teamwork
building.
Our 7th and 8th grade students have been
progressing through their health lessons by
learning about the different ways we
communicate with others and how we can
better communicate. We have started to talk
about stress and how we can find the better
ways to deal with our stressors. As the New
Year is arriving, we are going to be focusing
our attention on fitness. This will allow us to
use some concepts learned within our Physical
Education classes in our Health classes.
Students will be able to learn why we do the
exercises and movements that we do. Our 8th
graders will go more in depth with fitness and
learn about health and skill related fitness.
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Physical Education & Health (continued) - Mr. Satalino
Please be reminded that a memo was sent home with all students on November 30th,
2018 about the footwear needed in the gymnasium. Student’s sneakers should fit in such a
way that the laces tied tightly enough support the ankle and foot so that the foot does not
move inside the shoe. Students are not allowed to wear boots, dress shoes, fashion shoes that
do not have laces or Velcro to hold them snugly to the ankle or foot. Students are allowed to
bring sneakers in a bag and leave them in their cubbies/lockers. Students can also be
responsible and wear boots to school and change into their sneakers when they come down
for class.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns do not hesitate to reach out to me. I
look forward and am excited to work with you to provide your child with the best
educational environment to learn about their health. At the end of the day your health is
your greatest wealth!
Mr. Satalino

tsatalino@ccics.org
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Happy Holidays
from
Icahn 1!
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Jeff Litt: Superintendent
Daniel Garcia: Deputy Superintendent
Richard Santiago: Deputy Superintendent

WINTER 2018

Board of Trustees

Icahn Charter School 1

Gail Golden-Icahn – Chairperson

1525/1506 Brook Avenue
Bronx, New York 10457

Diane Fellows
Seymour Fliegel

(718)-716-8105
icahncharterschool1.org

Karen Mandelbaum
Robert Sancho
Edward J. Shanahan
Rolando Aviles – PGA President
Tina March - Treasurer

Dates to Remember
December 21st: 12pm Dismissal
December 24th – January 1st: Winter Recess
*All personal and students return to school on January 2nd, 2019*
January 21st: Martin Luther King Jr. Day *No School
February 1st: Professional Development *No School
February 5th: Lunar New Year *No School
February 8th: Marking Period 4 Begins
February 15th: 12pm Dismissal
February 18th – February 22nd Midwinter Recess
*All personal and students return to school on February 25th, 2019*
March 1st: Parent Teacher Conferences
Progress Report 3 Distribution
12pm Dismissal for ALL Students
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