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Icahn 1 Newsletter
Principal’s Message
Dear Parents/Guardians:
Happy Spring!!! The rain does not stop us.... it keeps us going!!!
As our school year comes to a close, we have much to celebrate and a ton of happy memories. Firstly, I would like
to thank all parents who contributed both in small and large ways. Thank you for getting your child(ren) to school
on time each day and for assisting in the learning process. We understand that it is not always easy, however, the
partnership between school and home is extremely important and for that we say, thank you!
Thank you to all staff members who help make a difference in the lives of our students. It really does take a
village! Your commitment is felt daily! Thank you for providing rich and engaging, well-rounded experiences to our
students. It is because of you why our students are excited to come to school everyday.
Thank you to our students for bringing unpredictable moments to our lives on a daily basis. It is safe to say that
they keep us on our toes. However, this is what we signed up for and we enjoy every moment with OUR
students.

Thank you,
Mr. Cunningham

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL 1

SPRING 2019

Staff Developer – Ms. Thoms
Happy Spring!
As the weather brightens our days let us continue to work together towards a brighter future for our children. The
end of the school year is quickly approaching and it is of upmost importance that we continue to keep our students dedicated
to their studies and focused on their academic journey. Our students at Icahn 1 are making positive strides towards meeting
their academic and personal goals, and as a team we must continue to help them flourish.
It has been a busy few months at Icahn.
In February, we had many students join together at the Pelham Campus for the Network’s STEAM Science Fair. It
was an exciting moment for our students to share their experiments and compete with their peers.

st

In March, we had storyteller Mrs. LuAnn Adams bring stories to life for our Kindergarten, 1 and 2

nd

grade students

through her theatrical role-playing, voice and songs. She focused on grade level skills within each session and engaged the
students in various activities through story telling.
In April, we had a special visit from the New York Hall of Science museuem. NYSCI science coaches visited to
share their love of science through interactive experiements and scientific demonstrations. All of the students were truly
engaged and fully enjoyed their time. In addition, the Kindergarten, 1

st

and 2

nd

grade students demonstrated the work they

have been doing with Ms. Gia from LEAP's active learning leads to a literacy program with a showcase of performances for
the school. They shared the way they have been learning ELA through various forms of art such as dance, music, drawing,
painting and more.
Moving forward, each grade has many exciting activites to look forward to. Kindergarten, 1
rd

th

st

and 2

nd

grade

students will continue their residency with LEAP and their artistic journey. The students in 3 and 4 grade have begun to
break out their dance shoes with Dr. Dance and Miss. Laura from Ballroom Basix, and the middle school is preparing for their
th

annual field trips and 8 grade celebrations.
Lastly, students in grades 3-8 have been working diligently to prepare for their state exams. In ELA students
practiced close reading skills and test preparation strategies to successfully demonstrate their understanding of complex
texts. But, with the ELA test completed, students have shifted their focus towards preparing for the math state test. In math,
students have begun adapting their practices to help them
solve multiple math problems and fully explain their thinking.
As we continue through to the end of the school
year, please make sure your child is well rested and present
for all testing days. We know that with continued support at
school and at home our students will continue to thrive.
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School Counselor – Ms. Yasmin
Hello Parents and Guardians of Icahn Charter School 1!
With two more months of school left to go parents, teachers, and administrators are extremely proud of
our ICAHNITES. We can, with great pride look back at the many achievements of our scholars so far. They have
worked extremely hard with every twist and turn they were faced with. Triumphing over some very challenging
curriculum this year followed by the NYS ELA tests. And now preparing for the state Math test! Our teachers
have worked tirelessly to help students prepare for this exam, we believe in our teachers just as much as our
students. Which is why we ask for a partnership from home schooling to classroom management and back again.
Parents please instill the same, if not more determination and reediness within your child, as our teachers do.
Education does not stop at 3:45, we must continue to help our children thrive by building a strong
foundation through verbal encouragement, demonstrating to your kids that you value who they are as people, teach
them to help around the house — without being asked, eat dinner as a family, set a strict bed time routine and take
them to different extracurricular activities within the community. With that being said, we have lots of fun activities
and trips coming up for our students at Icahn, I urge you to remind your children of proper school behavior as well
as respect for all.
1.

TEST TIPS
Don't procrastinate, and don’t CRAM!
2. Always plan for adequate study time
3. Watch for clues during your word problems
4. Ask your teacher for directions and study guides
5. Arrive early on testing days
6. Eat breakfast
STAY HEALTHY AND GET PLENTY OF SLEEP!
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Kindergarten
Spring has arrived! In Kindergarten we are excited for nice weather and are learning about topics
associated with the new season.
In Language Arts we began our first Author Study with the amazing stories and characters of the
beloved Dr. Seuss. We continue to develop our skills in letter sounds by focusing on middle and ending
sounds in words. We will begin to include the sound of consonant blends. We continue to develop the skill
of learning how to write a complete sentence, and the use of a period, question mark, and exclamation
marks.
In Mathematics we enjoyed learning about twodimensional and three- dimensional shapes and their unique
attributes. Our kindergarteners have also become familiar with
using positional words to describe the location of objects in their
environment. These are all concepts that our students could
continue to practice and discuss daily at home.
In Science, Kindergarteners became familiar with the daily
habits of good personal hygiene. We learned about the life cycle of
the ladybug and are presently learning about the life cycle of the
butterfly.
We have also been very busy with our storyteller Ms. LuAnn Adams and our LEAP artist Ms. Gia.
In the upcoming months we are looking forward to some exciting field trips as our journey takes us to
Queens Theater and Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Our kindergarteners will continue to take in
knowledge that will help them to successfully move
on into First grade!
- Ms. Marques & Ms. Dash -
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First Grade
First graders participated in many fun activities in both ELA and Math! Let’s
take a look!
In ELA, students explored the wonderful world of animals by learning about the
different parts of animals, their habitats, and how animals and people work together.
To delve into the topic further, students also researched a specific animal of their
choice and created a project to teach their peers about that animal. Students enjoyed
working on the projects and learning from one another. Another part of ELA is 100
Book Challenge, and boy, have students become such avid readers! They participate in buddy
reading daily, which is another way the students are able to learn a
great deal from one another! Let’s keep up the reading!
In Math, our little mathematicians were introduced to
organizing and collecting data, and understanding time. The goal of
this unit was to teach students different ways they can collect and
organize data for easier access and understanding. The children
used different methods to collect data such as sorting and doing
surveys. The unit also helped with
their application of halves to tell and
write time in hours and half-hours using digital and analog clocks. It is very important
for students to continue practicing these skills at home in order to deepen their
understanding on Data and Time. Overall the children are enjoying this new concept
of collecting and sorting information and they are
extremely excited that they are able to read an analog or
digital clock.

Storyteller

Mrs.

LuAnn

Adams

did

her

storytelling residency with us this February. She
engaged the children with her theatrical role-playing,
voice and songs. She guided the children to identify the
sequence of a story, main idea and characters in the
story. The children learned about ‘love’ and ‘respect’
throughout her residency as she brought stories and
folktales from around the world “to life.”

- Ms. Mogavero & Ms. T. Wright 5
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Second Grade
nd

Wow, this year is flying by! We are so proud of our 2

graders and cannot believe how much they

have grown!
In English Language Arts, we’ve been reading lots of realistic fiction, informational texts, and
folktales. In this subject, the students have been practicing identifying the theme and points of view of the
story. We have been working hard comparing and contrasting, and figuring out cause and effect.
Therefore, it is very important for your child to be reading every night and discussing what they are
reading!
Our mathematicians have been working on using different strategies to add three digit numbers. It
is very important for them to continue working on their math facts at home! Everyday, our students get to
use their amazing problem solving skills to solve their daily cognitive guided instruction story problems. This
gives our students a chance to take the “lead” as the teacher and share their strategy aloud to the class!
The second graders also got the opportunity to work alongside our visiting storyteller, Luann
Adams. She guided the students through creating their own Porquoi’s, tell stories using beginning, middle
and end, and learn how to be puppeteers! They really enjoyed their time with Ms. Adams!
As always, you can visit our teacher pages on the Icahn website to see any updates in our
classroom! We encourage you to use i-Ready and Raz Kids at home as these have been found as a
beneficial tool for our students. Please reach out to us with any questions or concerns.
- Ms. Palmiere & Mrs. Christiano -
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Third Grade
Writing Madness Has Certainly Hit
3rd Grade! Ms. Pleasant’s scholars are
excited to announce they are PUBLISHED
AUTHORS! Spooky Sagas: Stories from
NYC selected 8 students and shared their
tales of horror in paperback form! This new
development has motivated all of third grade
to write like the world is watching! So we all
took a spin into the next writing challenge of
poetry where the Icahn 1 third graders from
Ms. Pleasant’s class and Ms. Sierra’s class
were selected to be published by Young
Writers USA.
In Math, MAP is adding to these
mathematicians

expertise!

Fractions,

multiplication, division, and area hold no match
to these calculating kids.
In Social Studies, students are enjoying
learning about the Thirteen Colonies, especially the
New England Colonies. Many can relate to moving for
religious freedom. However, they are glad that times
have changed and now all people are free to vote.
Overall, students have been working diligently
to master their skills in preparation for their first
NYS assessments and they are motivated to ace
their NYS ELA and Math exams. They continue to
keep their eyes on the prize and Go For the Four!
- Ms. Pleasant & Mrs. Sierra -
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Fourth Grade
The busiest part of 4th grade is upon us! We have been working really hard all year for this very
moment! THE STATE TESTS! BOM BOM BOM!
The New York State English Language Arts test took place on April 2
th

nd

rd

and 3 . Day 1 will consist

of 24 multiple choice questions based on three different 4 grade level passages. Day 2 will consist of
six short response questions and one extended response question based on three different passages.
There is not a question on that test that your child has not been fully prepared to answer, the only thing
that is different on these test then what we have been working on all year in ELA, is the passage. We have
the confidence that every child in 4th grade has the tools to do well on this test. It is up to them to bring
those tools together and create something great!
The New York State Math test will be administered on

May 1

st

nd

and 2 ! That is the week we return from Spring

Break… eek! This test is also given over the course of two
days. Day 1 will have 30 multiple-choice questions and Day 2
will have 8 multiple choice, 6 short response (requires
students to show their work and/or explain) and extended
response questions, which again requires them to show their
work.
Finally, the New York State Science test. There are two separate sessions for this test also. The
first is a performance task where the students have to conduct some hands on activities and answer
questions based on their results and observations. The second session is multiple choice and short
response questions.
Again, we have the utmost confidence that each child can be successful on all three of these tests!
We ask that you continue to encourage them at home to:
read independently, get on to i-Ready each night,
practice their multiplication and division facts, and most
importantly get a good night’s sleep!

- Ms. Wood & Ms. S. Wright -

8

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL 1

SPRING 2019

Fifth Grade
It was a pleasure to see almost all of our parents again for Parent-Teacher Conferences. Believe us
when we say, an involved parent makes all the difference. After all, you are your child’s first teacher.
Our fifth graders continue to work very hard this year. We wrote poetry and learned about rhyme
scheme. We are currently working on our comparative essays.
In ELA, we have finished taking the state ELA exam but we continue to use our close reading skills
to help us understand what we have read. We are working on writing our own poems as well as finding the
rhyme scheme of a poem.
In math, we have been working on converting measurements in the
standard and metric system as well working in geometry. We are also
making final preparations for the state math exam.
In science, we recently had our school science fair! We had some
great projects! Would love to congratulate Laila De Los Santos on being
chosen to participate in the Network Science Fair at the Pelham Campus!
During class, we have been discussing plants and how they perform
photosynthesis. As well, we have discussed the difference between
vascular and nonvascular plants.
Our Saturday Academy is now over and I am certain it made a
difference. Thank you for your support to have our children come in on
Saturdays! Our after school tutoring is in crunch time as the state math exam is fast approaching.
st

nd

Attendance at each tutoring session cannot be stressed enough. The state math exam is May 1 and 2 .
Please continue to have the children work on i-Ready at home. They should be working for 20 minutes on
ELA and 20 minutes on math every night.

BIG NEWS!!!! On June 21st, our children will be

taking an all day trip to Philadelphia. It will be a very
educational and fun filled trip. More news will be
forthcoming in the coming weeks.
We hope everyone enjoyed the Spring Break. Until
th

next time 5 grade!
- Ms. Vazquez and Mr. Silfen -
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Sixth Grade
It is crazy to believe how far into the school year we already are! It was great to see the majority
of our students’ parents again for Parent-Teacher Conference. We understand how difficult it can be to
make it to these meetings, so we greatly appreciate you taking time out of your day to do so. It truly does
make a difference!
Our sixth graders continue to work hard in all of the subjects. We have written various essays and
stories, making sure to include specific details to support our main idea. We finished reading The Outsiders
and the students really enjoyed reading and analyzing the story. And in other ELA news, we have finished
the state exam! The students worked very hard both days to do their very best. We will continue to work
on our reading and writing skills through new projects and a new book, Monster by Walter Dean Myers. We
also got a whole new shipment of books for the students to choose from!
In math, we have been working on area, surface area and
volume. We are also making sure that we are practicing our skills
in the previous areas we covered to prep for the state math
exam.
In science, we held our school science fair with Luvi De
Los Santos being selected to represent the sixth grade at the
Network Science Fair. In class, we have been discussing thermal
energy and will be moving onto weather patterns and the climate.
Saturday Academy has officially ended and we thank you
for ensuring that the students were present each Saturday to get
some additional support. We ask that you encourage your students
to go onto i-Ready every night at home. Remember to visit the Icahn
1 website for upcoming announcements. We hope everyone enjoyed
the holidays and break!
- Ms. Martinez and Mr. Geelan -
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Seventh & Eighth Grade Math – Ms. Lucido
January, February, and March is always a busy and a productive time at Icahn 1! The 7th and 8th
grade students are plowing through their math curriculum and learning many new and exciting topics.
The 7th grade expanded upon their knowledge of percentages and learned how to calculate a
discount, sales tax, tip, and commission. They then worked on understanding how to calculate the
circumference and area of a circle, and apply that knowledge to solving real-world problems. We recently
completed our last major unit before the NYS Exam, which was probability and statistics.
The 8th grade students finished the unit on analyzing linear and nonlinear functions. They then
applied that knowledge to understanding Scatter Plots. Recently, the 8th grade completed the unit on
transformations. Students learned how to perform a series of translations, reflections, rotations, and
dilations on a two-dimensional figure to create congruent or similar figures. The 8th grade enjoyed this
topic and had fun completing a project where they choose their own figure to move around the coordinate
plane by performing a series of transformations.
Throughout the month of April, the 7th and 8th grade students have worked hard to prepare for the
NYS Math Exam. Students have been reviewing concepts and skills taught from the beginning of the year,
as well as test taking strategies to help ace the exam!

Seventh & Eighth Grade ELA – Mr. Williams
Now that the pressure of the E.L.A. state tests have been lifted, we can now focus on exploring the
more creative and interesting aspects of English. During this marking period we will be exploring and
reading various works of literature to perform Book Circles and really dig deep into the material. In
addition, the 7

th

grade will be completing a “Resume” project, a Shakespeare Project, and working on

debates and Socratic Seminars. Though the “Test” has passed, the learning continues and will be fun for all
involved.

th

Similarly to the 7 grade, our seniors have worked very hard and rode their momentum right into
the tests, and although I know they did well – the learning isn’t done yet. We will also be reading novels such

as Bronx Masquerade and The Book Thief. They will revisit the Debate and Socratic Seminar unit as well.
This time around there will be a greater focus on literature circles and focusing on literary elements found
within texts that will translate well into the next chapter of their academic career.
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Seventh & Eighth Grade Social Studies – Mr. Liardi
This has been a busy couple of months for the seventh graders. First, after studying the
Constitution, we learned about the first presidents and the traditions and norms they put in place. From
George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson’s administrations, we then moved onto the War
of 1812. From that “Second American War for Independence,” we moved onto the Age of Andrew Jackson.
With this new generation of Americans came an economy bolstered by new inventions. The students chose
new products to research and then “pitch” them to the class. This time period also saw a rise in the idea of
“manifest destiny.” As Americans expanded westward, the country began to change and grow. These
changes brought new challenges for the United States. To get a firmer grasp of what these pioneers went
through, the class took part in a simulation of traveling along the Oregon Trail. While not every pioneer
“made it” to Oregon (“You have died of dysentery”), most of the students were able to live a new life in the
West.
The eighth graders have also had a busy time these last few months. The students started off
learning about the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. We learned about the rise of jazz music and
the Harlem Renaissance (the students participated in a Gallery Walk of famous art and poetry of the
period). They learned about how a variety of factors led to the depression, some of which include buying
too much on credit, tariffs, and struggles for farmers. During the depression, the students acted as
advisors for President Roosevelt and tried to steer him towards the best course of action to mitigate the
crisis. Following that, we learned about World War II and the students chose a particular topic to research
further (some examples include the Holocaust, weapons of the war, and how women were impacted). After
the war, the students began to learn about the Cold War and nuclear weapons. The eighth graders took
part in a simulated Cold War and competed for allies and resources. Happily, a nuclear war only happened in
one of the classes- in the other only a single
country was wiped out. Finally, the students have
been learning about the Civil Rights movement of
the 1950s and 1960s. We’ve been studying
primary source documents and speeches from a
variety of perspectives and they are currently
creating “trading cards” of famous figures,
events, and places from the era.

12

ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL 1

SPRING 2019

Seventh & Eighth Grade Spanish – Ms. Oyola
The 7th graders have been working diligently in Spanish class. They just completed unit 3 of the Avancemos
book titled Mi comida favorita and en mi familia. In this unit the students learned about the traditional foods of Puerto
Rico such as arroz con gandules, pernil, and pasteles. They also learned about the members of a family, which lead to the
creation of a family tree. They continued conjugating verbs (-er and -ir) in the present tense. Difficult skill however, with
practice they are mastering it. The writing component of the Spanish curriculum is developing nicely.
For the next two months the 7th graders will be working on an intensive study on Frida Kahlo: Her Life And
Art. They will be researching, writing, and presenting their final work. Can’t wait to see what they come up with.
The 8th graders have been working very hard for the past couple of weeks in Spanish class. They just
completed the Avancemos Level B book. Hooray!! The level B book was challenging because it included more vocabulary,
skilled writing, and grammar. The most difficult skill as the preterite tense. They received a lot of practice with the
writing constituent of the Spanish curriculum. After the completion of the Level B book, the students have been focusing
on improving writing skills. They are currently working on two writing prompts titled El regalo and La cultura latina as
well as projects, which they work on in class and use technology to research
information.
For the remaining school year the 8th graders will be preparing for a
Spanish final and for the Spanish Proficiency Examination, which is scheduled
on June 24, 2019. I will be notifying parents with further details. There is
still a great deal of work the 8th grade students must complete before they
graduate.

So let’s continue to encourage our Icahn scholars to excel

academically so we can celebrate at the ending of the year all their triumphs.

Seventh & Eighth Grade Math TA & Algebra – Mrs. Tsypkin
THE 7

TH

AND 8

TH

GRADE MATH TARGETED ASSISTANCE students are working very hard in order to

successfully pass the NYS Mathematics Test.
The 7

th

grade students were applying percentages into real-world situations. Through measurement they

discovered that PI is not only a mystical number, it is also a humble ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter.
Lately, the students have investigated chance processes and evaluated probability models.
th

The 8 grade were discovering rigid transformations on the coordinate plane.
They incorporated rotations, reflections, translations, and dilations into art of math
project.
ALGEBRA students have been busy exploring new math topics. They were
analyzing, interpreting, and determine reasonableness of solutions to system of
bivariate equations and inequalities for given contexts. Then they expanded and applied
their knowledge of linear models into creating, graphing and interpreting Exponential
and Quadratic Functions!
13
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ENL – Ms. Ortiz
Time has flown by and we are already very close to the end of the
school year! Students have been working very hard since day one in
September. Here's what they have been up to so far:
In grade 1, students have been working on their decoding skills to
become amazing readers as well as being able to read a text and determine
the main idea and key details. They have been doing this by reading both
fiction and nonfiction types of text. Moving forward, students will continue to
work on being able to determine the
main idea of a nonfiction text as well
as continue to improve their decoding
skills and decode two-three syllable
words.
In grade 2, students have
worked very hard in being able to determine the theme of a fiction text
as well as poetry. They have also worked on being able to determine the
main idea of a nonfiction text. Moving forward, students will work on
being able to determine the author's point of view and how to summarize
a text.
In grades 3-5, students have worked very hard in order
to prepare for the ELA state test. They have worked on learning different strategies to better understand a
text as well as to answer multiple-choice questions. Additionally, they have worked on being able to correctly
construct a short response answer. They
definitely rocked the ELA test and will now
continue preparing for the NYS Math test
by reviewing multiple math strategies!
If you have any questions, you can always
reach me at mortiz@ccics.org. Thank you
for your continued support!
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SETSS – Ms. Morgan
During SETSS sessions I have been focusing on helping all students
reach their independent goals by increasing their academic skills in ELA and
Math.
First and second grade students have been working on different
strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words and applying
decoding strategies to read texts at their independent reading level as well
as grade-level texts.
Third through eighth grade students have been learning and practicing different testing strategies in ELA
and Math that will help them get ready for upcoming state tests.
On test days, I recommend you encourage your child to get a good night sleep
and eat a healthy breakfast. Doing so will ensure that your child works at full
capacity. Most importantly, you are your child’s biggest cheerleader, remain positive
and encourage them to do their best.
Last, but not least, I would like to thank all the parents who were able to
attend February’s Parent-Teacher Conferences. It is vital for parents to stay
involved in their child’s education. It is my pleasure to provide supplemental instruction
to your child and work with you to help your child succeed.

Math TA – Mrs. Kepke
rd

th

th

The students of the 3 , 4 , and 5

grade Math Targeted

Assistance groups are working diligently in order to meet their personal goals
of passing the NYS Math Exam.
A major part of the Math Targeted Assistance program is participating
in math talks or conversations.

The

children are asked for more than just the
answer to a problem. They are asked to
think about what the problem is asking,
what kind of information the problem is
giving them, what strategy they might use
to solve it and why that strategy would
be helpful. After the children solve the

problem independently, we have a math conversation as the children explain
their work and we compare the different strategies that were used. Math talk
is fun and leads to stronger, more confident math students!!
15
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ELA TA & Kindergarten Social Studies – Ms. Grieco
ELA Target Assistance
As the Target Assistant in ELA, I meet with students in small groups to strengthen strategies’ in ELA.
This helps build fluency and comprehension, which leads to the students’ confidence in reading and
understanding text. The students have continued to make growth in reading longer texts independently and
some chapter books. We are going to continue to work on ELA skills though the exam is over. The students
have enjoyed reading several different types of texts during this time period.
Social Studies
In Kindergarten the students are learning about
Native Americans and the Westward Expansion. The
students are learning how the Native Americans
contributed to the formation of the United States and the
Westward Expansion. The students are quite inquisitive
about how people traveled by wagon West.

Social Studies Grades 4-6 – Mr. Perez
As spring is about to spring, the students have been studying the past from many different angles.
The 4th graders have been spending a large part of the year looking at the creation of the United States of
America. We have studied the causes of the American Revolution. After learning about what caused the American
Revolution students learned about the lives of the soldiers on the battlefield. Students even visited the Van
Courtland House museum to learn from artifacts, as well as what it was like to live during Colonial times, both at
war and at home. As the year continues students will learn more about creation of the American government.
The 5th graders have been looking at European history by looking at three of the most important time
periods in Europe. Students studied the Middle Ages, by looking at the fall of Rome and how it changed Europe for
the worst. By seeing the problems created during the Middle Ages they were able to see how the Renaissance was
a rebirth of European culture. They were also able to look at the way in which the Reformation changed religion
forever. We will now turn our eye to the United States and study about the Western Expansion period of US history.
We will look at how and why the country grew, and how that affected Americans both past and present.
The 6th graders have been looking at how the ancient world has influenced our modern ways of life. Since
winter they have studied Greek, Roman, and other ancient civilizations. By looking at their ideas, governments, and

ways of life we have seen how our modern world reflects the world of the past. We are currently looking at world
religions. We will study their beliefs and how the religions affect the world around us. After we move from religions,
we will study the Constitution by looking at the Bill of Rights and how the United States Government functions.
16
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Science Grades 1-3 – Ms. Thenor
st

Science has been a lot of fun for our 1 graders! We started a new unit about Animal and Plant Defenses.
We learned that all organisms have a way to protect and/or defend themselves. We are studying a sea turtle named
Spruce who lives in an aquarium. So far, we have looked at what Spruce would need to survive in the wild. The
kiddies are excited to learn more and found out how Spruce does at the end.
nd

Our 2

grade little scientists learned about the digestive system and the excretory system. We also

reviewed the water cycle and performed an awesome experiment where they observed evaporation, condensation
and precipitation in a bowl.
rd

Our 3

grade scientists are learning all about

weather and climate. We have been looking at the role of
meteorologists. We have also experimented with measuring
rainfall and temperature. They were amazed watching the
mercury in their thermometers go up or down as we took
turns placing them in warm and cold water. There is so
much more to learn about this topic and our third graders
are excited for what is to come!

Middle School ELA Target Assistance
The middle school students were rocking and rolling during their ELA state exams! Now it’s time to
commence with regular instruction.

The sixth graders have begun reading Monster, written by Walter Dean Myers. In their ELA class students

read the book and in small group sessions, students have been analyzing events in the text to complete their
character prospective project. The character prospective project consists of students choosing a character from
the book Monster and then re-telling five specific events from their character’s perspective in a diary format. This

project gives students a chance to showcase their comprehensive knowledge of the book Monster in different ways
and its fun. The fifth graders will complete a similar project with the book Catherine the Great.

Seventh and eighth grade student have began an argumentative unit, consisting of Socratic Seminar and
debate. During argument writing, students are learning how to establish a claim, use evidence from text/media to
support their claim, and then include reasoning behind why they chose that evidence and how it ties to their claim.
Students are practicing how to hone in on the best evidence possible, in order to win a debate against their

classmates. After Spring Break, students will begin collaborative literature circles, (grade 7 will be reading Bronx

Masquerade; 8th graders will read The Book Thief). In small groups, students will use their analysis of the novels to
complete independent projects to demonstrate an understanding of each text.
- Ms. Boulware & Ms. Edwards 17
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Art – Ms. Ham
The spring season is here, students have artistically grown so much through different art activities and lessons by
gaining proficiency.
Students in third grade learned to distinguish warm colors and cool colors through looking at visual examples that give
warm feelings and cool feelings. Our young artists continued to study categories of warm and cool colors by making collages
of trees in the fall and spring. Through using tempera paint, students also mixed primary
colors, creating warm and cool colors.
For 4th grade art, our young artists focused on space, which is one part of the
elements of art. By looking and creating optical artwork,
students learned to differentiate negative spaces and
positive spaces. Our fourth graders drew New York City
landmarks on scratch art boards, by using the method of
etching away negative spaces to show positive
spaces.
Fifth-grade students recently finished
making clay sculptures after exploring clay
techniques-kneading, coiling, making a slab, pinching,
scoring, and welding. With these techniques and
inspirations from works of Claes Oldenburg and Wayne
Thiebaud, students sculpted, painted, and glazed their food sculptures.
The 6th grade students have been learning, practicing, and producing different types of art media. Throughout
the past three months, the sixth graders learned how to create sequential art by drawing multiple events/characters in a
specific order. After this project, students were engaged in collagraphy process by assembling collagraph printing plates and
printing multiple copies using printing tools.
Students in seventh grade spent time drawing parts of face, at different angles and arranging facial parts to create
individual’s self-portraits. Students were challenged to draw their self-portraits by observing themselves in mirrors. Also, each
student had to mix multiple colors to create, skin tones using oil pastels.
For 8th grade art, students practiced how to observe and draw textures, values, and compositions of still-life
objects, before creating observational drawings using graphite pencils in different scales, vine charcoal, and compressed
charcoal. Utilizing and applying their drawing assets, students have successfully portrayed shoe drawings. They are currently
working on interior design drawing, using onepoint perspective drawing techniques.
I hope this gives insight into what our
artistic and creative minds at Icahn 1 have been
working on. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions and/or concerns.
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Gym – Mr. Satalino
As the weather is getting warmer, it is important for us to
make sure we are still getting in our exercise whether it is inside or
outside. There are many exercises and movements that students
have learned throughout the school year that can help them keep a
healthy lifestyle as they get older.
Students in grades K-2 have been doing a great job of
practicing their bowling skills from different distances. Bowling is a
great life long activity that can be a fun family or friends
event. Students in grades 3-8 had the opportunity to do various
activities related to volleyball. The students were able to practice the
many skills that help form the game of volleyball.
Students in all grades will be continuing with our soccer
unit. The students in grades K-2 will focus on more fundamental
movements and activities, which will allow them to kick a ball with
more accuracy. These cooperative activities will also help teach
them about the importance of teamwork and being a respectful
opponent. Our students in grades 3-8 will focus on particular
soccer skills that will help them if they want to play on a team or
recreationally with their friends. The objective of all the units we
do in class is to make our students aware of the sports and
activities that we as a society know and play so that students
can find what they like and do it whether with friends, family, or
in a sports league. Exercise is very important in our lives and teaching students this from a young age is important.
th

th

Our 7 and 8 grade students have been progressing through fitness education. The two different grade levels have
th

th

focused on different aspects of fitness education since the 8 graders already learned what the 7 grade has learned.
th

Students in 8 grade were able to perform circuit workouts in the gym where they were able to try different exercises
depending on the station they were at throughout the class.
Please be reminded students are not allowed to wear boots,
dress shoes, fashion shoes that do not have laces or Velcro to hold
them snugly to the ankle or foot. Students are allowed to bring
sneakers in a bag and leave them in their cubbies/lockers. Students
can also be responsible and wear boots to school and change into
their sneakers when they come down for class. If you have any
questions, comments, concerns do not hesitate to reach out to me. I
look forward and am excited to work with you to provide your child
with the best educational environment to learn about their health. At
the end of the day your health is your greatest wealth!
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Dates to Remember
May 1st – May 3rd: NYS Math Assessment
May 6th – May 17th: NYSESLAT Assessment
May 10th: Muffins with Mom
May 13th – May 17th: Spring Book Fair
May 17th: Spring Book Fair Family Night
STEM Family Night
May 21st: Academic Super Bowl
May 22nd – May 31st: NYS Science Performance Assessment
Memorial Day *No School
May 28th: Marking Period 6 Begins
May 30th: Icahn Network Showcase *Located at Pelham Pkwy
June 3rd: NYS Science Written Assessment
June 4th: Eid al-Fitr *No School
June 6th: Professional Development *No School
June 7th: Progress Report 5 Distribution
June 18th: Living Environment Regents
June 19th: Algebra Regents
June 24th: Spanish Proficiency Assessment

