2019-2020

ICAHN CHARTER
SCHOOL 1
Fall Newsletter
DATES TO
REMEMBER
OCTOBER 17TH-18TH:
COSMIC IQ VISITS ICAHN 1
OCTOBER 21ST-25TH:
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
OCTOBER 25TH:
BULLYING PREVENTION
WEAR BLUE DAY!
SCHOLASTIC FAMILY NIGHT
OCTOBER 28TH:
MARKING PERIOD 2 BEGINS
OCTOBER 29TH:
PICTURE DAY!
NOVEMBER 2ND:
SATURDAY ACADEMY BEGINS
NOVEMBER 4TH:
PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCES
*12PM DISMISSAL
NOVEMBER 5TH:
ELECTION DAY
*NO SCHOOL
NOVEMBER 11TH:
VETERAN'S DAY
*NO SCHOOL
NOVEMBER 27TH:
CRAZY SOCK DAY!
*12PM DISMISSAL
NOVEMBER 28TH-DEC.1ST:
THANKSGIVING RECESS
*NO SCHOOL
DECEMBER 16TH:
MARKING PERIOD 3 BEGINS
DECEMBER 17TH:
NETWORK STEAM FAIR
[K-4]
DECEMBER 19TH:
NETWORK STEAM FAIR
[5-8]
DECEMBER 20TH:
WORLD AIDS [RED] DAY!
*12PM DISMISSAL
DECEMBER 23RD-JAN.1ST:
WINTER RECESS
*NO SCHOOL

Principal's Message
LAWFORD M. CUNNINGHAM
We have been working very hard since the beginning of the school year
to prepare to provide our students with the highest quality educational
programming. By partnering with each other we can help make the 20192020 school year a successful experience for our children.
While I understand that summer was a very fun time for your child, it is
now time to spend some time to get your child back into normal school
routines.

For example, going to bed early, reinforcing the value of

studying, reading for at least 30 minutes a day, doing their homework
EVERY DAY, eating healthy meals, and striving to do their very best
everyday. Parents, as I have always said, you play a very vital role in your
child's successful experiences, not just in school.
A few reminders to share: School doors open for students starting at
7:45 am.

With the cold weather looming, I wanted to share this

information so that students are not left out in the cold prior to 7:45 am.
At this time, students will report directly to the cafeteria, where they have
different options of a breakfast meal. Breakfast will end in time for
students to report to their homerooms by 8:30 am. All students who ride
the school bus will be afforded time to eat breakfast.
Our school day ends at 3:45 pm with our after school program
immediately following at 4:00 pm. After school ends at 5:45 pm. Please
be on time when picking up your child.
Lastly, if your child has been flagged to attend any of our intervention
programs (Tutoring, Saturday Academy, and/or targeted assistance), they
MUST attend.
Again, I look forward to a very successful school year. As always,
please check the school's website at www.icahncharterschool1.org for
important school news. There you will also be able to view your child's
teacher's webpage.
Sincerely,
Lawford Cunningham
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Message from Staff Developer
JESSICA THOMS
It is a new school year! We are thrilled to welcome

Let's empower our students to be successful on

our new students and welcome back everyone else!

their educational journey. Assist your child in being

Time to reenergize and set new goals for ourselves

punctual for school, remind them to always eat a

and our students. We have an exciting year ahead full

healthy breakfast and help them feel confident to do

of learning, engaging activities, Icahn 1 spirit days,

their very best each and every day! We are a team!

parent and family events, field trips, etc. Let's tackle
the new challenges of a new grade with motivation
and an open mind. Let's take the initiative this year to
be purposeful in the moves we make to help our
children thrive.
Our teachers work tirelessly to plan meaningful
instruction for our students each and every day. Let's
be their partner and work as a team to support their
instruction by ensuring our children are fully prepared
for their school day.

Meet our School Counselors
MS. RODRIGUEZ & MS. ROJAS
Welcome to a new year here at Icahn Charter

Welcome Icahn Charter School 1 Students and

School 1. My name is Ms. Katherine Rodriguez and I

Families! My name is Ms. Leilany Rojas and I am the

am your new elementary school counselor. This is my

Middle School Counselor. This is my first year at Icahn

first year here at Icahn and I am excited to get to know

1 and I am excited to get started on a wonderful

all of you. I look forward to working with all of your

school year. I am here to assist your child navigate

children during this time full of growth, learning and

through the amazing and sometimes difficult middle

new adventures. My goal is to make every transition

school years. My role as a School Counselor consists of

easy for not only the children but also the parents. My

being

door is always open

collaboratively with students, parents, teachers,

and no problem is

administrators, and our community. Not only am I

too big or small for

here to help your child achieve academic success, I

us to tackle

will create an environment where they will be able to

together!

grow as exceptional individuals. I cannot wait for what

an

advocate

for

your

child

and

this year has in store for you and your child!

work
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Kindergarten
MRS. MORGAN & MS. MARQUES
Our first month in Kindergarten has been a great

This season we will continue reviewing the

success! Our kindergarteners have adjusted well to

classroom’s routines, procedures, and expectations.

their new schedules and the classrooms’ routines. We

In ELA, we are learning about key details in different

would like to start by thanking all the parents who

types of texts and asking and answering questions. We

made the time to join us on Back to School Night. A

also have been learning the names and sounds of

strong partnership between you (the parents) and us

letters, some sight words, and some basic concepts of

(the teachers) will guarantee your child’s academic

print. Please encourage your child to read at least 15

success. It is vital for parents to know what is

minutes each night. During this time of the year, many

happening in their child’s academic progress and

of our students are not reading words on their own.

support their growth at home. You can do this by

When your child reads at home, ask him/her to try to

checking your child’s Take Home folder every day.

find the sight words and the letters we’ve been

Homework packet, school forms, reminders, and

learning in class. Ask them to “read” the illustrations

other important information are added to the folders

or photographs and ask them about it. We are all

daily. You can also join the classrooms’ Class Dojo

super excited to earn steps towards the 100 Book

accounts where reminders and school happenings are

Challenge.

also added daily. Please contact us if you need

We began our Math unit with counting. Every day

support accessing this application. You can also check

your child was given a counting collection that he/she

our classroom’s website for reminders and other

counted on his/her own. We worked on one-to-one

important information.

correspondence and determined how many items

Homework packets are sent home on Mondays. At

were in the collection. We enjoyed a rotation of

this age, the purpose of homework is to provide your

counting and jumping games in our school’s

child with extra practice at home and also to give you

playground area by the end of the counting unit.

a glimpse of what your child is working on at school.

Please remember that we have your child’s best
interest at heart and we desire them all to grow and
excel this school year. This won’t be possible without
your support.

FALL NEWSLETTER | 2019 - 2020

1st Grade
MRS. MOGAVERO & MS. T. WRIGHT
We are off to a great start in first grade! We are

In Math, the children are learning through play!

super excited to have met our new students and can’t

Students play math games that are hands-on and

wait to watch them grow this year!

allow them to learn from one another. After playing

In the beginning of the school year, the students

the games, as a class, we go over what the students

learned and practiced classroom rules and routines.

learned and discuss strategies used when playing.

Gradually

become

This has been a great way for students to develop

independent learners, and soon will be able to

foundational math skills. Students are learning new

become the “teachers” of the classroom.

skills, practicing their existing abilities, and building

they

are

learning

how

to

In ELA, the students are learning about various

their interests through active learning. Some of the

genres of books and identifying the components of

concepts students learned this month were how to

fiction and non-fiction texts. Students are beginning

make ten, finding the missing part and whole when

to respond to readings and have been engaging in

solving equations, and how to organize and collect

thoughtful

data.

discussions

with

their

classmates.

Additionally, they are writing about what they read
using evidence and key details from the text. It is
exciting to watch these students become better
readers.

The students are practicing their fluency

daily through shared reading, whole group lessons,
and

independent

reading.

During

100

Book

Challenge, the students worked on building their
reading stamina and have finally reached their goal of
reading for 15 minutes quietly, earning more and
more steps on their reading log!

We look forward to a successful year in First Grade!
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2nd Grade
MRS. CHRISTIANO & MS. PALMIERE
Dear Families,
Welcome back! We are so excited to begin this new

Our 2nd grade mathematicians have been working

year and adventure with your children! The last

hard on adding and subtracting two-digit numbers up

month we have all been getting to know each other,

to 100! They have learned many useful addition and

learning classroom rules and procedures, and

subtraction strategies such as counting on, counting

practicing routines in order to build the foundation of

back, doubles facts, related facts and making a 10.

a strong and successful school year.

Please try and practice math facts at home with your

In English Language Arts, we’ve been reading

child! Everyday our students get to use their amazing

fictional texts that teach us all about friends and

problem-solving skills to solve their daily cognitive

family. In this subject the students have been

guided instruction story problems. This gives our

practicing rereading stories as well as visualizing to

students a chance to take the “lead” as the teacher

increase student comprehension skills. We have been

and share their strategy aloud to the class!

working hard on figuring out the characters, setting,

As always, you can visit our teacher pages on the

and events in our stories. Therefore, it is very

Icahn website to see any updates in our classroom! We

important for your child to be reading every night and

encourage you to use iReady and Raz Kids at home as

discussing what they are reading about! Students are

these have been found as a beneficial tool for our

expected to read for 30 minutes every night! Please

students. Please reach out to us with any questions or

listen to your child read, have them fill out their

concerns.

reading log, and sign it each and every night!
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3rd Grade
MRS. SIERRA & MS. PLEASANT
Third Grade is THRILLING! Students have been

Math has added a fun new component in the form

working hard and growing academically, as well as

of CGI (Cognitively Guided Instruction)! This is an

physically!

approach to teaching mathematics that uses a

In literacy, students have been working on
problems/solutions,

visualizing,

understanding

student's own mathematical thinking as a basis for
instruction.

Our

scholars

enjoy

the

real-world

character traits, and close reading. They have enjoyed

applications, multiple strategies, and sharing their

many of their literature pieces, but none compare to

thinking audibly for peers to assess and adopt. In

Matilda. Thanks to iTunes and audiobooks, children

addition to CGI, students have been rounding,

are enjoying this novel study by author Roald Dahl.

estimating, practicing mental math and discovering

Students are improving their fluency by reading along

relationships between addition and subtraction.

to the narrator’s soothing and charismatic story

They’re becoming Marvelous Mathematicians!

telling. Learners Love Literacy!

Writing has been a truly self-expressive experience.
Students are applying their reading skills (character
traits) and sharing personal narratives that show their
own traits!
Science has been full of experiments with forces
and motions. Students are learning about all kinds of
forces: pushes and pulls, balanced and unbalanced
forces, gravity, magnetic force, and more! Scholars
today, scientists tomorrow!☺

Success is the sum of small
efforts, repeated day in
and day out.
- Robert Collier
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4th Grade
MS. S. WRIGHT & MR. SILFEN
Dear Families,

summarizing and identifying the main idea and key

The Fourth Grade team is so excited to be back for

supporting details. In October we will be focusing on

another great year here at Icahn Charter School 1. We

Literary Analysis in Writing and Point of View in

hope you are equally excited to earn this year as we

Reading. We can’t wait to share some great writing

start our path to success and prepare for the State

with you next time!

Exams. A strong school-home relationship is the key

In math, we began the year focusing on place value

to the success of the students and we are looking

and rounding. We also worked on writing and solving

forward to ensuring every child succeeds. We want to

algorithms for both addition and subtraction.

remind you that homework is assigned daily. This

next unit takes us into division. There we will explore

could include an assignment or two in reading/

different ways to solve division problems with

language arts as well as an assignment or two in

remainders and division word problems.

math.

Students

are

also

expected

to

Our

read

In Science we will continue to focus on states of

independently for 30 minutes each night and log steps

matter and the basics of chemistry. Through hands-

for the 100 Book Challenge. Attendance is also key

on experiences and virtual lessons on Nearpod, we

and we ask that you acknowledge completion of daily

will gain knowledge that will help us ace the Science

homework assignments with your signature. Please

State Exam! Our first School Spirit Day helped us raise

be sure to constantly check your child’s folder as this

awareness about Childhood Cancer. We wore yellow

is an important gateway for communication between

to support the cause as we wrote letters of

home and school.

encouragement for the little heroes.

We are just wrapping up our first writing unit on
Argumentative Writing and are excited for you to take
a look at what we have accomplished. We learned the
elements

of

an

effective

argument

and

then

implemented them into our own arguments about
whether or not Chocolate Milk should be served in
schools. We also focused on skills good readers use
when working with informational texts such as

We are

constantly growing and learning and look forward to
sharing more with you next time!
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5th Grade
MS. BOULWARE & MR. SWING
The school year has gotten off to a great start! The

The fifth grade students have been working hard to

fifth grade has an enthusiastic group of students

accomplish the short- and long-term goals they set at

ready to learn. Students are settling into their new

the beginning of the year. Building a strong

routine as they transition from elementary school to

connection with our parents and guardians at home

middle school.

will be key to the success of our students. We enjoyed

In math, students have learned how to multiply and

meeting our parents at Back to School night and look

divide by factors of 10’s, 100’s, and 1000’s. They have

forward

also learned how to multiply and divide multi-digit

throughout the school year.

numbers. Our next venture will lead us into fractions.

to

maintaining

a

strong

relationship

Just a friendly reminder, homework is assigned

In writing and ELA, students have learned how to

daily and expected to be completed in its entirety

structure argumentative essays as well as determine

along with 30 minutes of independent reading. In

point of view in different types of texts (Tall Tales,

addition, our tutoring groups will begin working

Dramas, Mysteries). Please make sure your students

together after school on Monday and Wednesday,

are reading every night. Strong readers become

starting October 21st and Saturday Academy will

strong writers.

begin on November 2nd.

In science students have learned about animal and
plant cells. They have utilized their creative skills to
construct animal and plant cell diagrams. They are
currently learning about the structures and functions
of plants.

FALL NEWSLETTER | 2019 - 2020

6th Grade
MRS. VOGEL & MS. SIEGRIST
The year has gotten off to a great start! The

In Science, students have just completed the

students are now used to the new routines and

Microbiome Unit and conducted a science research

expectations within the classroom and have been

project on the role bacteria plays within the human

focusing on improving academically.

In math, we

microbiome. Students were asked to choose two

have been focusing on dividing fractions and decimal

bacterias from a list that they wanted to research and

operations. The goal this year in math is to find

create a presentation including all of the things

multiple approaches to solving the same problem.

they’ve learned. Students put together a powerpoint

This will help students expand their abilities to solve

explaining the environment of both bacteria, and their

problems and think mathematically. Coming up, we

roles in the human body. We are now beginning a unit

will begin to explore ratios.

on metabolism within the human body.

In ELA, students have been reading narratives,
focusing on plot, point of view, tone, and character
traits. In addition, we have been focusing on how to
cite textual evidence to support our thinking and
answers. We have also been reading and writing our
own personal narratives. Each narrative consists of
one positive moment in their life that had a strong
impact and they can remember vividly. Students are
beginning a second narrative about a character that
must face their fears.

We are off to a great start and this is going to be the
best year yet!
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7th & 8th Grade Math
MS. LUCIDO
The 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start in
math class! We kicked off the school year setting up

If you are curious to see what is happening in math
class, ask your child to show you their notebook!

our new interactive notebooks and spent time
understanding how to stay organized! Recently, the
7th grade finished their first two units on solving
problems with Integers and Rational Numbers. The
8th grade covered Properties of Exponents and
Scientific Notation.
Over the next few weeks we will be covering some
of the most important topics in each grade! The 7th
grade will learn about working with variables through
simplifying algebraic expressions, solving equations,
and inequalities. The 8th grade will understand,
analyze, and interpret linear equations.

7th & 8th Grade Science
MR. SAHOUIN
It was very exciting to be back at work with such a

This will certainly be a great and exciting year. I

promising group of students. My 7th graders have

can’t wait to see how high these promising students

shown so much energy and enthusiasm for science.

will take us.

We started the year with the required safety measures
necessary in science learning. Afterwards, we learned
of scientific inquiry by using evidence to make
observations and investigations.
Currently, we are learning about

the Earth, its

structure, history, and surroundings. I am excited to
teach science this year and make my students into
scientists.
The 8th grade science curriculum reinforced safety
measures to start the year. Currently, we are learning
about physics with motions and forces.
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7th & 8th Grade Social Studies
MR. LIARDI
We’re learning great things in Social Studies this

US History II (8th grade) picked up where we left off

year. In US History I (7th grade) we started off the year

last year, which was the Civil War. The students

researching Native American tribal groups. The

learned about the key points of the war and how the

students had to present their information as well as

war affected the country. To finish up, the students

try to persuade their classmates to “join” their tribal

created a timeline of ten events of the war. Currently,

group. The tribal group that came in first place in

the students are attempting to answer the question

each class was the Mesoamericans, with the Natives

“Did African Americans gain their freedom during the

of the Great Plains coming in second. Next we moved

era of Reconstruction?” They are analyzing primary

on to the European exploration and colonization of

source

the New World. After that is complete, we’ll start

Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, letters from African

analyzing how Americans moved towards wanting

American communities, and changes in the law. Once

their independence from Great Britain.

that is complete, we’ll move on to how the United

documents

from

people

like

Frederick

States changed to an industrial, urban society from an
agrarian, rural one.

7th & 8th Grade Spanish
MS. OYOLA
The 2019-2020 academic school year has begun and
it's off to a GREAT START.

During the month of

September the 7th and 8th grade students started to
learn the classroom routines and expectations that are
implemented in Spanish class.
We kicked off the month of September celebrating
Hispanic Heritage. The students were assigned a
famous spanish-speaking person that impacted the
Spanish community with positive attributes and
completed a short biography. The students displayed
some Outstanding Work!
Many more great things are being created in
Spanish class, stop by and take a look!
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K, 1st & 2nd Grade ELA/Math TA
MS. WU
As a K-2 Target Assistant teacher in Math & ELA, I

In first grade, students have been working on their

work with students in small groups inside and out of

reading and spelling skills. They have been working

the classroom to help them improve their academic

hard on building the ability to read words by using

performance. When working with students within the

decoding strategies. They have also been working on

classroom, students benefit by receiving extra

being able to use comprehension strategies to

support to complete whatever task is assigned by

understand stories, such as identify key details and

classroom teachers. During small group instruction

ask and answer questions. In math, they have worked

out of the classroom, students engage in a variety of

on comparing numbers, breaking the total into parts,

productive activities to reinforce their strengths and

and two 2-digit numbers addition story problems.

improve knowledge and skills that they struggle with.

In second grade, students have been learning about

In Kindergarten, students have been focusing on

identifying story elements, such as characters, setting,

letter sounds and identifying key details with

and events, as well as identifying key details. They

illustrations. They have been working hard on

have been working hard on finding text evidence to

recognizing and writing letters as well as building

support their answer and restate questions to answer

their knowledge of print concepts. In math, they have

comprehension questions.

been working on recognizing numbers, counting 0-10,
and solving simple addition within 10.

2nd, 3rd & 4th Grade Math TA
MRS. KEPKE
Mrs. Kepke is planning a wonderful and productive
school year for the children in Math Targeted
Assistance. We will use strategies that will encourage
the children’s prior knowledge as well as promote
their strengths and reinforce the more challenging
skills.
The 2nd graders are ready for the Fall as they
connected math and art.

They showed their

knowledge of addition and subtraction fact families by
decorating candy corn.
The 3rd and 4th graders have just begun their units
on multiplication. They are learning several strategies
to multiply, including making arrays, equal groups,
skip counting, area models, as well as the standard
algorithm. These skills will last them a lifetime!
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3rd & 4th Grade ELA TA &
Kindergarten Social Studies
MS. GRIECO
As a Target Assistant teacher in ELA, I meet with
students in small groups to strengthen ELA strategies.
This helps build fluency and comprehension, which
leads to the students’ confidence in reading and
understanding text. The students also play games
after working on activities to enhance their learning
and foundational skills.
In Kindergarten for Social Studies, the students are
discovering the communities around them and where
they fit within the maps that their families’ use. The
students are also learning how their environment
affects them.

5th & 6th Grade ELA TA
MRS. LULAJ
Welcome to a new school year!

In fifth grade, students have been focusing on

It feels that the month of September flew by so

identifying main idea and supporting details. Students

quickly! I am looking forward to a fun, productive, and

have also been working hard on finding text evidence

successful school year. Fifth and sixth graders have

to support their answer using nonfiction texts such as

shown me that they have what it takes to tackle the

expository texts and narratives. We will continue to

new challenges that lie ahead. They are excited and

work on main idea and text evidence throughout the

ready to learn!

year.

Our TA (Targeted Assistance) program for ELA is

In sixth grade, students have been learning how to

designed to help students achieve proficiency in

describe characters using character traits and citing

English Language Arts areas. During small group

text evidence to support their answer. Students have

meetings, students can engage in various activities

also shown a good understanding of identifying

that help support the growth of the English language

setting, plot, and point of view in a text. Sixth graders

while reinforcing the ELA skills being taught within the

will continue to explore setting, plot, and point of

classroom.

view. They will also start focusing on identifying the

Working

with

students

within

the

classroom is also beneficial as it allows us to provide
additional support in order to complete whatever task
is at hand.

tone of characters and how it affects the story.
I look forward to a very successful school year with
both you and your child!
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7th & 8th Grade Math TA & Algebra
MRS. TSYPKIN
Math TA (Targeted Assistance) Program designed as

Algebra 1 Common Core Course is the first

a supplemental program for any student who is at risk

mathematics course for the majority of high school

of not meeting his or her educational goals. It offers

students. This course focuses on solving first , second,

smaller group instruction, extra time for teaching

and third-degree equations, linear, exponential and

students the skills they need, individualized program

quadratic functions and their applications, systems of

for students, and a variety of supplementary teaching

equations, statistics and data, and operations on

methods:

polynomials. Students who successfully complete this

7th graders started this year on operations with
Integers. While applying integers with real life

course will be eligible for taking Algebra I (Common
Core) Regents Examination in June 2020.

examples, they use mental math and previously

I look forward to working with my group of students

learned concepts of operations over counting

this year and hope to encourage the love of math in

numbers.The main focus of 8th graders is on the Laws

every student!

of Exponents. Exponents are used all around the
world. For example, knowing about exponents would
be useful if ever someone needs to take out a loan or
mortgage, etc.

7th & 8th Grade ELA TA
MS. EDWARDS
The ELA Targeted Assistance program was created

In grades 7 and 8, students have started with the

to provide students with supplemental ELA support.

Collections curriculum. In grades 7, they have been

The curriculum is designed to support and reinforce

exploring “Bold Actions”, while analyzing how story

the lessons students are exposed to in class. Extra

elements work to interact. In grade 8, Collections Unit

assistance is given to students in small groups inside

I, “Culture and Belonging” has students close reading

of the classroom as well as outside of the classroom.

memoirs, and analyzing how a writer presents

When students are pulled out of their class for extra

information. In both grades, students have been

support, the instructional agenda in the classroom is

writing Personal Narratives, and have been using

being reinforced in a small group setting. I work very

personal experiences, sensory details and descriptive

closely with the classroom teacher to ensure that

language, to tell engaging stories.

students in my small groups are working on mastering
the same standards, only modified.

I look forward to a successful school year. Any
questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to
email me at cedwards@ccics.org.
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4th, 5th & 6th Grade Social Studies
MR. FERREIRA
Welcome to a brand new school year!

The school year has been off to a great start with both

The school year has been off to a great start with

the 5th and 6th grade working on our Geography unit.

the 4th grade working on our Geography unit. The 4th

Both grades have been working hard learning about

graders have been working hard learning about

different kinds of maps, various map features, the

different kinds of maps, various map features, the

continents, major oceans, climate zones, the great

different mountain ranges, the different major

deserts and lakes of the world, and much more! We

mountains of the world, relief maps, and much more.

just finished working on our first project of the year, in

We just finished working on our first project of the

which the students were to create their own maps.

year, in which the students were to create their own

Students were given the liberty to create their own

maps. Students were given the liberty to create their

country, city, or town. In addition to creating a map,

own country, city, or town. In addition to creating a

students also created their own map key and a brief

map, students also created their own map key and a

description of their country, city, or town.

brief description of their country, city, or town.

Both grades will be wrapping up our unit on

We will be wrapping up our unit on geography in

geography in the next week, and will be moving on.

the next week, and will be moving on. Our next unit

The 5th graders will move on to the next unit of

will be focusing on the colonial and revolutionary

complex societies and civilizations. The 6th graders

period.

will be moving on to the next unit of classical
civilizations of the eastern hemisphere.
I look forward to working with you and your child
this school year! If you are ever curious or have any
concerns about what we are doing, please feel free to
email me. jferreira@ccics.org
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SETSS
MS. BUETI
As a new member of the Icahn 1 Charter School

As the Annual Review of IEP meetings approach, I

community, I would like to take this opportunity to

will be assessing my students on their progress with

introduce myself. My name is Ms. Bueti and I am the

their current goals, as well as developing new goals to

new SETSS teacher for the 2019-2020 academic

direct their academic growth this school year. It is my

school year. For those who don’t know, SETSS stands

hope to work in partnership with you to ensure your

for Special Education Teacher Support Services.

children thrive this school year. Please feel free to

During SETSS sessions, I work with students to

reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns

address the unique learning goals described in their

about your child’s education program.

Individual Education Plans. In SETSS, students benefit
from the specially designed learning activities in a

I am thrilled to be a part of the Icahn Charter School

small group setting. As a SETSS teacher, I also work

1 community and look forward to a year of learning

closely with your child's classroom teacher to support

and positivity!

his or her progress in the general education
curriculum.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you
have any questions or concerns. jbueti@ccics.org
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ENL
MRS. ORTIZ
Welcome back to a new school year! I am very

In third grade, students have been working on

excited and more than ready to work with your child

learning about character traits as well as problem and

to strengthen his/her English language skills. Our ENL

solution in fiction texts such as folktales. Moving

(English as a New Language) program is designed to

forward, students will continue to identify problem

help students achieve English proficiency in speaking,

and solution in a text as well as identifying other story

listening, reading, and writing. During small group

elements such as characters, setting, and plot.

meetings, students engage in a variety of activities

In fourth grade, students have been focusing on

that help support the growth of the english language

being able to determine problem and solution as well

while reinforcing the ELA and/or math skills being

as the main idea and key details in nonfiction texts.

taught within the classroom. When working with

Moving forward, students will continue to focus on

students within the classroom, students benefit by

main idea and cause and effect in nonfiction texts

receiving additional support to complete whatever

such as expository texts and narratives.

task is at hand.

In fifth and sixth grade, students have been learning

In first grade, students have been focusing on their

about how to describe characters using character

reading skills and letter/sound recognition. They have

traits as well as being able to cite evidence to support

been working very hard practicing letter sounds in

their answer. Moving forward, students will focus on

order to be able to decode and spell words and

characters, setting, plot, and point of view.

sentences! They have also been working on being

I look forward to a very successful school year with

able to ask and answer questions as well as

both you and your child! If you have any questions,

identifying key details in a text. Moving forward,

you may contact me at mortiz@ccics.org.

students will continue to practice their decoding and
reading skills by asking and answering questions in a
text as well as being able to make predictions in a
fiction text.
In second grade, students have been learning
about identifying story elements such as characters,
setting, problem, solution, and events in a text.
Moving forward, students will learn how to ask and
answer questions in an informational text, as well as
identifying key details.
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Health & Physical Education
MR. SATALINO
As the summer is now over, it is important that we all

Students in 7th and 8th Grade Health Class, have

get out and enjoy the fall weather before it gets too

been focusing on the importance of setting “SMART”

cold! Our students have been learning about how

goals and how creating a vision can help set yourself

working together is better than working individually

up for more success in the future. When setting goals,

and how being a team player can help you in many

students need to set realistic short-term goals that

ways. The four core values taught through the various

can help them progress towards their vision. As the

games and units that we perform are accountability,

month progresses, we will focus our attention on

consistency, honesty and respect. These values can

Bullying and Cyberbullying topics that will involve

help be a guide for students to use throughout their

information about the topic and the many ways we

years in school and then life after school.

see this issue both in school and outside. Students

Our students in the various younger grades have

will also learn the ways to dissuade a bully and how to

been performing cooperative activities involving

not to be a bystander in a situation that occurs first

locomotive skills and activities involving spatial

hand. We will explore cyber bullying and the dangers

awareness to get them back into the routine of

of social media.

school. Students in grades 4th-8th will be starting our

For our current sports teams for 6th-8th grade

football unit in the beginning of October where they

students, our Flag football team is 1-1 and our season

will start by learning how to properly throw and catch

will go through November. Our girls on the intramural

a football. As the month progresses, we will be going

Volleyball team have been working hard to progress

more in depth with the sport and will eventually get

their skills.

into some flag football games depending on the grade
level.

If you have any questions, comments, concerns do
not hesitate to reach out to me. I look forward to
working with you to provide your child with the best
educational environment to learn about their health.
At the end of the day your health is your greatest
wealth!
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