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SESSION 1

This session contains 33 multiple-choice questions. Fill in the circle
of your answer to each multiple-choice question.

You may use a protractor and a ruler during this session. You may
use a calculator during this session.

Session One 3
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Directions: Read each problem. Then fill in the circle of the best answer.

1 Ariana picks a card from a deck of 10 colored cards. The probability
that she picks a card that is yellow is likely. Which of the following
numbers could represent the probability that Ariana picks a yellow
card?

@ 05
08
© 1
® 10

2  Willem wants to know how many of the residents in his town are in
favor of having a new shopping plaza built. He plans to ask a group
of 100 people for their opinion. Which group of people would most
likely give Willem the most accurate results?

@® residents at a town meeting

neighbors living close to Willem

© shoppers at the existing shopping plaza
©

people found in a local phone directory

3 A circular parachute used in a school gym has a radius of & feet.
What is the circumference, in feet, of the parachute?

6 feet

>

97 feet
© 12w feet
® 36w feet

Session One 4 Go On )
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4 A class has 15 right-handed students and 5 left-handed students.
One student is chosen at random to read the class announcements.
What is the probability that the chosen student is left-handed?

® 3
® &
© 3
® 3

5 ' Which number line can be used to show that the sum of a number
and its opposite is 07

® A —
| ] I ] ! | L
| ] I | I | |
0
| I | ’I‘ | ; L
| ] ] ] 1 I |
0
© | l‘ 1 ; | ’l | .
| ! ] ] I I I
0
@ :1__-—-. >
P | | I ] 1 L
-1 ] 1 I | I =
0
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6  Which of the following fractions is equivalent to a terminating

decimal?
® 7
&
© %
® 7

7 Which situation can be modeled using the equation 9 X 2~1— =227

@ Tess addressed 9 envelopes in 2— minutes. She addressed
22— envelopes per minute.

Bert worked 9 hours on Saturday and 2— hours on Sunday. He
worked 22— hours both days.

© A batch of cookies uses 2 - cups of flour. A baker made
9 batches. A total of 22 cups of flour were used.

@ The length of a rectangle is 2 times its width. Its width
is 9 centimeters. The area of the rectangle is 22— square
centimeters.

Session One 6 Go On )
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8  What is the sum of the expression 9p + 4(p — 3)?

@ 10p + 1
10p — 12
© 13p-3
® 13p-12

9 ' Corinna rowed % mile on a rowing machine in % hour. What is her
rowing rate in miles per hour?

® 3% miles per hour
4% miles per hour
© 6% miles per hour

(®) 7-%- miles per hour

10 What is the value of the expression 2% - % + %?

—
|w

®©@ ©® @ @
T

Ul
N|—
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11 Aregular hexagon has side lengths that are 6k* + 8 inches long.
What is the perimeter of this hexagon, in inches?

@ 70k? inches
84k?* inches
© 30k% + 40 inches
©® 36k* + 48 inches

12 Which of the following expressions is equivalent to -7.2 — 5.9?
® 72+59
7.2 + (-5.9)
© -(72-59)
® 7.2 +(59)

Session One 8 Go On )
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13) Which expression is equivalent to 5% X 95?7

® (55 x 100) - (5)
(5 X 90) + (5 X 5)
© (5% 100) - (5 X 5)

© (5% 95) + (5 X 95)

14 The weights, in pounds, of 20 randomly chosen pumpkins sold at a
farm are listed below.

8 15 24 10 8
40 20 25 18 21
33 45 12 17 38
3 21 26 8 10

The farm owner expects to sell 600 pumpkins next month. Based
on the data, how many of the 600 pumpkins are expected to weigh
more than 30 pounds?

@ 50
100

© 150
® 200

Session One 9 Go On b
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15 This graph shows the relationship between the number of days a
library book is late and the fee charged by a library.

LIBRARY FEES

Yy
5

4

Fee (%)

1 LT

LT L]

| ! i | .

2 4 6 8 107%
Days Late

What does the point (8, 2) on the graph represent?

® For every 2 books that are late, the library charges $8.
For every 8 books that are late, the library charges $2.
© For every 2 days the book is late, the library charges $8.
© For every 8 days the book is late, the library charges $2.

16 A librarian estimated that the library had 65 books about George
Washington and 80 books about Abraham Lincoln. The library
actually has 67 books about Washington and 71 books about
Lincoln. To the nearest whole percent, what is the percent error of
the librarian’s total estimate?

® 1%
5%
© 7%
® 10%

E Session One 10 Go On
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17 A builder purchased 6 logs that each measure 28 feet. He cuts an
equa! length off each log and is left with a total length of 150 feet of
logs. How many feet did the builder cut off each log?

® 3 feet
6 feet
© 9 feet
)

18 feet

18 What is the correctly factored form of 24y + 36y? — 727
@ 64y + 6y? — 12)
6y(dy? + 6y — 12)
© 1202y + 3y - 6)
© 12y(2y° + 3y — 6)

19 A book club charges a one-time membership fee of $25 to join.
Each book in the book club costs $5. Joanna budgeted $100 for
the membership fee and books for the year. What sequence of
operations can be used to find the number of books Joanna can buy
based on her budget?

@ Add 25 to 100, then divide the sum by 5.

Add 25 to 100, then multiply the sum by 5.

© Subtract 25 from 100, then divide the difference by 5.
®© Subtract 25 from 100, then multiply the difference by 5.

Session One 11 Go On )
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20 Hector has an equal chance of making a basket (B) or missing the

basket (M) when given a free throw in basketball. Which set represents
the sample space of outcornes when Hector has 3 free throws?

® {BBB, MMM)

{BBB, BBM, BMB, BMM}

© {BBM, BMB, BMM, MBB, MBM, MMB}

© (BBB, BBM, BMB, BMM, MBB, MBM, MMB, MMM)

21 The total number of rotations made by a ceiling fan is proportionate
to the number of minutes it has operated. The table below shows
this relationship.

CEILING FAN
Minutes Operating Number of Rotations

15 3,825

25 6,375

35 8,925

45 11,475
Which equation shows the relationship between x, the number of
minutes the fan has operated, and y, the number of rotations it has
made?
@ x = 255y
y = 255x
© x = 3,825y
® vy = 3,825«

Session One 12
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22 There are 8 boys and 8 girls in a dance troupe. At the beginning of
each class, the teacher randomly picks a person to lead warm-ups.
The teacher has picked a boy 48 times and a girl 32 times. What is
the relative frequency of picking a girl to lead warm-ups?

® 7
® <
© >
©

23 This graph shows the relationship between the weight of apples, x,
in pounds and their total cost, y, in dollars.
Ya

//
20 7

15

10

A
%

T
:

O 5 10 15 20 257%

What is the unit cost, per pound, of apples?
@ $0.80 per pound
$1.00 per pound
© $1.25 per pound
® $1.50 per pound

Session One 13 Go On §
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24 Which expression is equivalent to 12xy — 9x + 18y?
@ 3(4xy — 3x + 6y)
3xy(4 - 9x + 18y)
© 6Q2xy—x+ 3y
© 6xy(2 — x+ 3y

25 Dean will calt local businesses to ask if they will place an ad in his
school yearbook. He uses random numbers to predict how many
of the next 25 businesses he calls will place an ad. The random
numbers are based on the fraction of businesses asked that put ads
in the yearbook last year.

* Wil placeanad: 0, 1,2, 3
e Wil notplaceanad: 4,5,6,78,9

What fraction of the businesses asked last year placed ads in the
yearbook?

3
®

® 3
© +
® 7

i Session One | 14 Go On )
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26 Which fraction is equivalent to —(%)?

27 Nadya gets paid $8 for total travel time and $8 each hour she baby-sits.
Which inequality shows the minimum number of hours Nadya needs to

baby-sit in order to get paid more than $40 in one day?

® Attt
6 2z 4 6 8 10
® <+t
o 2 4 & 8 10
© Attt
c 2 4 &6 8 10

Session One
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28 [ulu)Use the inch side of your ruler to help you solve this problem.

The scale drawing below represents an aircraft carrier that is

1,100 feet long.
= i

Another scale drawing represents a smaller ship that is 850 feet long.
Both scale drawings use the same scale. To the nearest tenth of an
inch, what is the length of the drawing of the smaller ship?

@ 1.7 inches

1.9 inches
© 2.1 inches
® 2.3 inches

29 The empty boxes in this expression contain the numbers -7, -3, or -6.
Each number is used exactly once.

Oo+0-0
What is the least possible value of this expression?
® -4
-10
© -13
® -16
Session One 16 Go On )
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30 Terry and Jamal lift weights each week. The tables below show the
number of minutes they each lifted weights during a four-week

31

period.
TERRY JAMAL
Week Minutes Week Minutes
1 35 1 20
2 70 2 40
3 105 3 80
4 140 4 160

For which person does his table represent a proportional
relationship?

® Terry only
Jamal only
© both Terry and Jamal

® neither Terry nor Jamal

Nick and Jayden each measured themselves using a stick that is

——- foot long. Nick's height is equwalent to 7 —- of these stick lengths.

Jayden s height is equivalent to 8—- of these stlck lengths. How
many feet taller is Jayden than NICk?

® —%foot
%foot
3
© - foot
5
® - foot
Session One 17
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32

An order on a website totals x dollars before tax. After a 5%
shipping charge is added, the buyer pays 8% sales tax on the entire
amount. Which expression can be used to find the total amount, in
dollars, of the order?

@ (1.05x1.08

® (1.05x)1.08x

© (x+0.05)0.08
©® (x + 0.05x)0.08x

33 Apiece of land is 24+ 3 yards long and 18 yards wide. A building that
is 16 yards long and {2k yards wide is built on the land. The rest
of the land remains covered with grass. What is the area, in square
yards, of the land that is covered with grass?
@ 200 square yards
® 238 square yards
© 400 square yards
® 638 square yards
Session One 18
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SESSION 2

This session contains seven multiple-choice questions, seven short
constructed-response items, and one extended constructed-response
item. Fill in the circle of your answer to each multiple-choice
question. Write your answers for the constructed-response items in
the spaces provided.

You may use a protractor and a ruler during this session. You may
use a calculator during this session.

Session Two 19 Go On )
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Directions: Read each problem. Then fill in the circle of the best answer.

34

35

36

Jason and Keith play an online game where they build imaginary
towns. Houses are worth 3 points and hotels are worth 5 points.
One day, Jason builds 10 houses and some hotels worth a total of
70 points. Keith builds some houses and %— as many hotels as Jason,
for a total of 65 points. How many houses did Keith build?

® 5
® 10
© 13
® 15

A stereo is marked down by a certain percentage for a sale one
week. The following week, the sale price of the stereo is marked up
by the same percentage the original price was marked down. Which
statement is true of the price of the stereo the week following the
sale?

@ It is lower than the original price.
It is the same as the original price.
© It is higher than the original price.

® Its relation to the original price depends on the percentage.

Each student in a class must buy a pair of shorts and a T-shirt to
use as a gym uniform. There are 23 students in the class. The gym
T-shirts cost $7.50. If the total amount the class spent on gym
uniforms was $425.50, how much does each pair of shorts cost?

@ $7.50
$8.50
© $10.00
® $1.00

Session Two 20

@ The Continental Press, Inc. Do not duplicate.

Go On b



37 Ms. Barnes and Ms. Greene are candidates running for the same

elected position. The ages of 10 randomly selected supporters of
each person are listed in the table.

CANDIDATE SUPPORTERS

Ages
Supportersfor | 26 35 21 49 41
Ms. Barnes 50 23 36 32 30
Supportersfor | 46 41 55 61 69
Ms. Greene 70 53 52 56 50

Which statement is supported by the data?

(® The supporters for Ms. Barnes are likely to be older than the

supporters for Ms. Greene.

The supporters for Ms. Barnes are likely to be younger than the

supporters for Ms. Greene.

© The supporters for Ms. Greene are likely to be the same age as
the supporters for Ms. Barnes.
)

The supporters for Ms. Greene are likely to be younger than the

supporters for Ms. Barnes.

38 Jane and Yuri earn commission on the sales they each make. Jane
earned $60 in commission on a sale of $1,200. Yuri earns the same
commission percentage as Jane on his sales up to $1,000. Then Yuri
earns twice the commission percentage as Jane on his sales greater
than $1,000. How much is the total commission Yuri earns when his

sales are $1,2007?

@ $70
$90
© %100

© %120

Session Two
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39 The points scored by the Eagles and the Bears in the last five games
they played are shown below.

POINTS SCORED

Eagles Bears
4 5
8 2
7 1
3 9
8 3

Which statement about the points scored for each team is true?
® The mean for the Eagles is less than the mean for the Bears.

The mean for the Eagles is greater than the mean for the Bears.

© The mean absolute deviation for the Eagles is less than the
mean absolute deviation for the Bears.
®

The mean absolute deviation for the Eagles is greater than the
mean absolute deviation for the Bears.

40 During a big sale, a clothing store is making the following

markdowns.
BIG SALE DISCOUNTS
Item Original Price (5) Discount (%)
Sweaters 55 45
Pants 48 55
Shirts 45 35
Jackets 68 60

Which item will cost the least after the discount is taken off?
@ sweater

pants

© shirt

O jacket

Session Two 22 Go On
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Directions: Read each part of the problem. Then write the answer to each part.

41 One side of a triangular garden is x feet long. The other two sides of

the garden are both 5 feet less than twice the length of the first side
of the garden.

Part A: Write a simplified expression for the perimeter, in feet, of
the garden.

Answer:

A fence is placed along the entire perimeter of the triangular garden.
The roll of fencing is 40 feet long.

Part B: Write a simplified expression to show the amount of fencing,
in feet, which is left from the roll of fencing.

Answer:

Session Two 23 Go On )
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42 A game contains 3 bags of green chips, 2 bags of red chips, and
5 bags of yellow chips. There are 25 green chips in a bag and
30 red chips in a bag. There are as many yellow chips as green and
red chips combined.

Part A: How many yellow chips are in one bag?

Show your work.

Answer: yellow chips

All of the chips are divided equally among the players in the game.
During one game, each player gets a total of 54 chips.

Part B: How many total players are in this game?

Show your work.

Answer: players

Session Two 24 Go On b
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43 Amelia had a landscaper plant 12 trees. Of these, % of them cost

$25 each, % of them cost $35 each, and the rest of them cost
$50 each.

Part A: What was the total cost of the trees?

Show your work.

Answer: $

The landscaper charges a rate of $40 per hour to plant trees. Amelia

paid a total of $725 for the trees and for the landscaper to plant
them.

Part B: How many hours did it take the landscaper to plant the
trees?

Show your work.

Answer: hours

Session Two 25 Go On )
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44 steffany measured the weight of a package as 15.375 pounds. The
actual weight of the package is 15.125 pounds.

Part A: What is the approximate percent error Steffany made in
measuring the weight of the package? Write your answer to
the nearest tenth percent.

Show your work.

Answer:

Alexandra measured the weight of the same package and got
the same percent error as Steffany. Alexandra and Steffany both
measured different weights for the package.

Part B: What weight, in pounds, did Alexandra measure? Explain
how you know.

ﬁ Session Two 26 Go On )

© The Continental Press, Inc. Do not duplicate.



45 Scott chose a random sample of seventh- and eighth-grade students
at his school who play a musical instrument. He asked them how
many hours a week they typically practice. The results are shown in

the dot plots below.
SEVENTH-GRADE STUDENTS EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS
[ ]
[ ] [ ] : [ ]
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] L ]
[ L ] L ] [ ] L [ ] L
[ ] L ] L J L] L L ] L ] L ] L}
L ] L ] & L] L ] L ] [ ] [ ] L ] L ] L L ] L
7% N I N NN NN NN S N I NN SR SN P I N I TN OO N N N R
k| LI L UL [ B | 1 | I I | ] L | | gl
0 2 4 6 g8 10 12 0 2 4 6 8 10 12
Hours Practiced Hours Practiced
Part A: How do the measures of center and the measures of
variahility for each set of data compare?
Scott thinks that the students in seventh grade typically practice their
musical instruments longer than the students in eighth grade.
Part B: Explain whether or not you agree with Scott’s thinking.
Session Two 27 Go On p
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46 An expression shows the difference between 40x? and 16x.

Part A: Write and factor the expression described above.

Show your work.

Answer:

Part B: Add the expression from Part A to the expression below.
Simplify your answer.

(10x + 8) — 3(2x + 8)

Show your work.

Answer:

Session Two 28 Go On )
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47 Sara bought an $11 mop and 6 sponges. She spent a total of $20.
~ FEach sponge cost the same amount.

Part A: Write an equation that can be used to find x, the cost in
dollars, of each sponge.

Answer:

Part B: What is the cost of each sponge?

Show your work.

Answer: $

Session Two 29 Go On )
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48 A photographer plans to shoot four photo sessions today. She will
need to store all the photos on her camera’s memory card. The table
below shows the number of photos planned for each session.

Session Number of
Photographs

85
235
145
150

oln|o= |

Each photograph takes up about 2.9 megabytes of space on the
memory card. The memory card is 2 gigabytes, and a gigabyte is
1,000 megabytes.

Part A: Does the photographer have enough space on her memory
card for the number of photographs she plans to take?
Explain how you know you are correct.

Part B: During session A, the photographer takes 80% more photos
than she had planned to take. How many megabytes remain
open on the memory card after session A?

Show your work.

Answer: megabytes

Session Two 30 Go On §
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The photographer takes the planned number of photos in sessions B
and C. At session D, the customer requests that she take the pictures

with a higher resolution. These photos will take up 3.4 megabytes of
space on the card.

Part C: Does the photographer have enough space left on her
memory card to take all the planned photos for session D at
a higher resolution? Explain how you know you are correct,

Session Two 31 Stop
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irections
Read this story. Then answer questions 39 and 40.

This excerpt is from a novel called O Pioneers! by Willa Cather. The book is set in Hanover, Nebraska,

between 1883 and 1890. In this excerpt you will meet Alexandra Bergson and Carl Linstrum, two of the novel’s
main characters.

10

15

20

25

Excerpt from O Pioneers!
Excerpts from O Pioneers! by Willa Cather, published by Houghton Mifflin Company, 1913,

For the first three years after fohn Bergson’s death, the affairs of his family prospered. Then came
the hard times that brought every one on the Divide to the brink of despair; three years of drought and
failure, the last struggle of a wild soil against the encroaching plowshare. The first of these fruitless
summers the Bergson boys bore courageously. The failure of the corn crop made labor cheap. Lou and
Oscar hired two men and put in bigger crops than ever before. They lost everything they spent. The
whole country was discouraged. Farmers who were already in debt had to give up their land. A few
foreclosures demoralized the county. The settlers sat about on the wooden sidewalks in the little town
and told each other that the country was never meant for men to live in; the thing to do was to get back
to Iowa, to llinois, to any place that had been proved habitable. The Bergson boys, certainly, would have
been happier with their uncle Otto, in the bakery shop in Chicago. Like most of their neighbors, they
were meant to follow in paths already marked out for them, not to break trails in a new country. A steady
job, a few holidays, nothing to think about, and they would have been very happy. It was no fault of theirs
that they had been dragged into the wilderness when they were little boys. A pioneer should have
imagination, should be able to enjoy the idea of things more than the things themselves.

The second of these barren summers was passing. One September afternoon Alexandra had gone
over to the garden across the draw to dig sweet potatoes—they had been thriving upon the weather that
was fatal to everything else. But when Carl Linstrum came up the garden rows to find her, she was not
working. She was standing lost in thought, leaning upon her pitchfork, her sunbonnet lying beside her
on the ground. The dry garden patch smelled of drying vines and was strewn with yellow seed-
cucumbers and pumpkins and citrons. At one end, next the rhubarb, grew feathery asparagus, with red
berries. Down the middle of the garden was a row of gooseberry and currant bushes. A few tough
zinnias and marigolds and a row of scarlet sage bore witness to the buckets of water that Mrs. Bergson
had carried there after sundown, against the prohibition of her sons. Carl came quietly and slowly up the
garden path, looking intently at Alexandra. She did not hear him. She was standing perfectly still, with
that serious ease so characteristic of her. Her thick, reddish braids, twisted about her head, fairly burned
in the sunlight. The air was cool enough to make the warm sun pleasant on one’s back and shoulders,
and so clear that the eye could follow a hawk up and up, into the blazing blue depths of the sky. Even
Carl, never a very cheerful boy, and considerably darkened by these last two bitter years, loved the
country on days like this, felt something strong and young and wild come out of it, that laughed at care.
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35

40

45

“Alexandra,” he said as he approached her, “I want to tatk Lo you. Let’s sit down by the gooseberry
bushes.” He picked up her sack of potatoes and they crossed the garden. “Boys gone o town?” he asked
as he sank down on the warm, sun-baked carth. “Well, we have made up our minds at last, Alexandra,
We are really going away.”

She looked at him as if she were a little frightened. “Really, Carl? Is it settled?”

“Yes, father has heard from St Louis, and they will give him back his old job in the cigar factory.
He must be there by the first of November. They are taking on new men then, We will sell the place for
whatever we can gel, and auction the stock. We haven't enough to ship. I amn going to learn engraving
with a German engraver there, and then try to get work in Chicago.”

Alexandra’s hands dropped in her lap. Her eyes became dreamy and filled with tears. Carl’s
sensitive lower lip trembled. He scratched in the soft earth beside him with a stick. “That’s all I hate
about it, Alexandra,” he said slowly. “You've stood by us through so much and helped father out so many
times, and now it seems as if we were running off and leaving you to face the worst of it. But it isn’t as if
we could really ever be of any help to you. We are only one more drag, one more thing you look out for
and feel responsible for. Father was never meant for a farmer, you know that. And [ hate it. We'd only get
in deeper and deeper.”

“Yes, yes, Carl, | know. You are wasting your life here. You are able to do much better things. You
are nearly nineteen now, and I wouldn't have you stay. I've always hoped you would get away. But I can’t
help feeling scared when I think how I will miss you—more than you will ever know.” She brushed the
tears from her cheeks, not trying to hide them.

GO ON

R S sy D e e o e e T 25

©Cumiculum Associates, LLC



_ 3'-9 Based on the last two paragraphs of O Pioneers!, what can be inferred about the relationship between
= Alexandra Bergson and Carl Linstrum? Use two details from the story to support your response.

How does the author of O Pioneers! use sensory details to establish the setting? Use two details from
the story to support your response.

26 ORI e S e Ny e ey e e g e o SR T )

©Cuniculum Associates, L1L.C




irections
Read this article. Then answer questions 41 through 43.

10

15

20

25

30

Women on the Lone Prairie
by Sean McCollum, Scholastic Update

So much of the popular history of the Wild Wesl has focuscd on gunfighters and gunfights,
cowboys and Indians, that it would be easy to think that the West was only about guys and guns, But the
experiences of women paint a more accurate piclurc of America’s westward expansion. It was ordinary
seltlers—equipped with little more than pluck and a plow—who helped settle a desolate land.

The Great Plains—extending from the Missouri River in the east to the Rocky Mountains in the
west, and from Canada in the north to the Texas Panhandle in the south—was one of the toughest, most
inhospitable regions of America yet to be settled. It had only two natural resources: grass and soil. Still,
once choicer lands were gone, settlers from the eastern states and immigrants from overseas saw the
prairie as a place to escape poverty or persecution—and, perhaps, to own a piece of land.

The settling of the prairie began in the 1850s. Then, following the upheaval of the Civil War
(1861-1865), it accelerated. In 1860, for example, 28,000 white settiers lived in the Nebraska Territory.
Seven years later, when Nebraska became the 37th state, the population was 100,000,

Pioneer families stood shoulder to shoulder to settle the harsh land, with women fighting fires, fear,
and locusts right beside men. Their stories, recalled in diaries, letters, and memoirs, provide a glimpse
into the social history of this unique time.

She’s Leaving Home

To encourage settlement of the West, the U.S. government passed the Homestead Act in 1862,
The Act offered up to 160 acres of free land to any settlers—or homesteaders, as they came to be
known—who met two requirements: that they begin developing the land within six months of claiming
it, and that they then live on the land for five years. After this period, the homesteader could claim
ownership—what was called “proving up” a land claim.

“The year was 1894. [My fiance] was convinced that our best chance to make something of ourselves
was to avail ourselves of the offer of free land,” wrote Rachel Calof, a Jewish immigrant from Russia, who
was 18 when she joined her new husband in North Dakota. “(Homesteading] seemed a godsend to
penniless people who otherwise could not hope to buy land.”

For other homesteaders, the decision to go west was not always so full of hope.

“My memory goesback. .. toa... library table strewn with literature extolling a new haven for
immigrants—Kansas,” remembered Mrs. W. B. Caton. “To me it spelled destruction, desperadoes, and
cyclones. I could not agree with my husband that any good could come out of such a country, but. ..

October 1, 1879, saw us—a wagon, three horses, and our humble household necessities—bound for the
‘Promised Land.”

GO ON
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Trials, Tribulations, and the Pioneer Spirit

The fierce weather of the Great Plains could break the wilt and hopes of a homesteader in an afternoon.

“The wheat grew weli [in 1900],” remembered Rachel Calof, “and, at last, was ready for cutting.
On a fine clear morning [my husband] . . . made. .. preparations.. ... to reap the golden harvest. Qur
spirits soared. . .. It was not to be. . . . Shortly before noon, a dark cloud suddenly boiled up in the sky.
Then suddenly the hailstorm, the scourge of the prairie farmer, was upon us. It was of such intensity that
in a few minules practically all for which we had suffered and labored was destroyed.”

During dry summers, furious prairie fires were an equal threat, as were tornadoes and plagues of
locusts that ate everything in their path, even the clothing off people’s backs.

A homesteader’s isolated life presented dangers of its own. The nearest neighbor, doctor, or town
could be dozens of miles away. In some instances, loneliness drove settlers mad. And isolation could
turn common events into crises, as homesteader Annette Lecleve Botkin recalled.

“My parents settled in Kansas, in 1873. Their house was three miles from the nearest neighbor, [the]
nearest trading post over sixteen miles away.

“It was the last of July, and my father was thinking of the long winter ahead. . . . The little house had
to be kept warm, for there were a couple of little children already in the home, and another on the way.
So my father rose early and started on his al}-day trip . . . to get a load of wood. . . .

“He had no sooner gotten out of sight, than my mother knew . . . that it was time [to give birth].
Now that was a terrifying situation. Alone with two babies, not a neighbor nor doctor to be gotten.

“So my mother got the baby clothes together on a chair by the bed, water and scissors and what else
was needed to take care of the baby; drew a bucket of fresh water from a sixty-foot well; made some
bread-and-butter sandwiches; set out some milk for the babies. At about noon the stork left a fine baby
boy. My father arrived home about dusk with a big load of wood. My mother, having fainted a number of

times in her attempt to dress the baby, had succeeded at last; and when father came in he found a very
uncomfortable but brave and thankful mother. ...

“It might seem a cheerless life,” said one woman, reflecting on the challenges of her pioneer days,
“but there were compensations: the thrill of conquering a new country; the wonderful atmosphere; the
attraction of the prairie, which simply gets into your blood and makes you dissatisfied away from it; the
low-lying hills and the unobstructed view of the horizon; and the fleecy clouds driven by the never-
failing winds. The pioneer spirit was continuous in our family.”







