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Principal's Message
LAWFORD M. CUNNINGHAM
At this juncture of the school year, consistency is the
name of the game, not only at school, but in your
households as well. At home, it is important to provide
your child with routines, such as, homework time in a
quiet area consisting of no television. This time
provides students the opportunity for completing
schoolwork without distraction. But don’t stop there!!!
After homework is done, give your students extra
assignments pertaining to the homework topics given
or based on topics written on previous or current
syllabi sent to you monthly. Lastly, I can’t stress enough
the importance of having your child read daily. All it
takes is about 30 minutes. It’s also important for you to
read to your child. Dive into a really good book while
taking turns reading it! Success at school begins at
home! Have a safe and healthy holiday season.
We will see everyone on Thursday, January 2nd, 2020.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Staff Developer's Message
JESSICA THOMS
Can you believe we are entering not just a new year in
2020, but a whole new decade? We have seen so
many wonderful accomplishments over the first half
of the year with our students and we are so excited to
see so much more! We are all so proud of our
students and their hard work and dedication so far
this year! I think it is wonderful that we get to
welcome a new year in the middle of the school year.
It signifies fresh starts and new goals. As we enter our
new year, we encourage you to think about a goal for
yourself and discuss the steps to reach this goal with a
loved one. It is amazing what you can accomplish
with the support and love of others! We cannot wait
to see what the second half of our school year will
bring. I look forward to seeing everyone next year!
February 10th:
Marking Period 4 Begins
February 14th:

January 2nd:
Welcome Back!
January 17th:
Super Hero vs. Villain Day!
January 20th:
MLK Day
*No School
January 31st:

American Heart Awareness
Wear Red and Pink Day!
*12pm Dismissal
February 17th-February 21st:
Mid-Winter Recess
*No School
February 27th:
Parent Teacher Conferences

Professional Development

Progress Report #3 Distisbution

*12pm Dismissal

*12pm Dismissal

Counselor's Message
MS. RODRIGUEZ & MS. ROJAS

So

far

this

year

have

We are looking forward to all the new and

implemented a variety of activities that have

exciting things to come in 2020! We also

been geared towards our students’ social

want to congratulate the students that were

emotional growth. While we readily make

nominated for the National Honor Society

ourselves available for any individual student,

and send a big THANK YOU to all the

group counseling/activities have created a

8th grade students and parents who are now

more

one step closer to achieving high school

positive

at

school

Icahn

1,

we

environment.

This

growth and positivity has been especially
evident

in

our

girls

group

and

advisory

sessions with the 7th and 8th graders.

success!
Happy Holidays!

We are celebrating and bringing awareness
towards various topics. During the month of
October, we wanted to shed light on National
Bullying Prevention Month. We conducted a
school-wide activity where the students jotted
down what makes them unique or what they
are doing to make the school a safer place.
We created links from their submissions
and made a chain so that students could
visually see how we are all united. We also
held multiple assemblies to help everyone
understand what bullying is, the different
kinds of bullying and the best ways to
respond to it.
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Kindergarten
MRS. MORGAN & MS. MARQUES

We are finally ending 2019 and entering a
brand new year! As we entered this season we
have shared so much joy, friendship, and
laughter

in

our

kindergarten

classrooms.

While we prepare for the brand new year, we
also

look

back

at

how

much

The more you read, the more things
you will know. The more that you
learn, the more places you'll go.

our

- Dr. Seuss

kindergarteners have grown since September.
We are so proud of their accomplishments!
In ELA, our kindergarteners have learned new
skills. They learned to visualize the text from
fiction stories by listening and looking at
illustrations. They also learned story elements

In Math, our kindergarteners learned to sort
and

organize

items

by

their

attributes.,

create different ways to make “5” and “10”,
and they also learned to use the rekenrek, or
arithmetic rack to represent numbers.

of fiction stories which include characters,
setting, and a beginning, middle, and end. We

In Science, we focused on the seasons and

continue to practice our skills of asking and

worked to distinguish their characteristics.

answering questions while reading the text. In

We also learned the scientific method and

our classrooms we continue to practice our

the steps of the scientific method. We were

phonics and handwriting skills.

able to conduct a few experiments in our
classrooms using the proper steps using the
scientific method. We still continue to talk
about

the

season

of

winter

and

its

characteristics.
While our kindergarteners were so busy
learning all of these new skills, we also had
fun participating in school events. In October
we had a Storybook Character Day and in
November we had Crazy Sock Day. . We also
took the time to celebrate the Thanksgiving
holiday where we gathered together and
had our Thanksgiving feast. The Kindergarten
team and Icahn 1 family would like to wish
everyone a safe, and warm holiday season.
We look forward to what the upcoming year
will bring and all the amazing things we will
share together!
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1st Grade
MRS. MOGAVERO & MS. T. WRIGHT

In

Congratulations to Ms. Wright’s 1st grade class

English Language Arts, we have been reading

on earning first place in attendance for the

many

It has been great fun in Grade One!

story

month of November. Also, congratulations to

elements such as character, setting, problem

our Students of the Month, Desire Bankole

and solution.

and Angelly Lopez.

been

fiction

texts

and

discussing

While reading, students have

practicing

making

and

confirming

predictions and reading closely to find key
details and the main idea of a text.

During

100 Book Challenge, students have been
practicing buddy reading by discussing books
with their partners.

Students enjoy using

their books to teach and learn from one
another.
In Math, we continue to learn through games
and the use of manipulatives. Students were
introduced to a new game this month: The
Double Decker Bus and Beads, Shoes, and
Making Twos. The goals of these games were
to

introduce

and

practice

adding

and

subtracting within 20. We read a story about a
girl who dreams of operating a double decker
bus and what methods she will use to find
how many passengers are on the bus. The
children used Math Racks to represent the
double decker bus as they moved the beads
back and forth to represent the passengers
getting on or off the bus. The game is very
hands on and allows children to think and
explore different ways to add and subtract
within 20. Our little mathematicians have
learned strategies such as making tens and
adding

double

digits

within

20.

As

we

continue to explore this month’s math games
we will deepen our knowledge of fast number
recognition

along

subtraction within 20.

with

addition

Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I
remember. Involve me and I learn.

and

- Benjamin Franklin
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2nd Grade
MRS. CHRISTIANO & MS. PALMIERE
In English Language Arts, we’ve been reading

The

non-fiction texts that teach us all about

receiving L.E.A.P every Tuesday and Friday! Art

animals. In this subject, the students have

and music are being incorporated in order to

been practicing rereading stories as well as

teach the students about U.S. Geography. The

making, confirming, and revising predictions

student’s love it!

to

increase

their

reading

students

have

been

excited

about

comprehension

skills. We have been working hard on figuring

As always, you can visit our teacher pages on

out the main idea and author’s purpose of

the Icahn website to see any updates in our

texts! Therefore, it is very important for your

classroom! Please reach out to us with any

child to be reading every night and discussing

questions or concerns.

what they are reading about!
Our 2nd grade mathematicians have been
working hard on adding money and telling
time. Our super second graders have also
been working hard on their math fluency!
Please try and practice these math facts at
home with your child! Everyday our students
get to use their amazing problem solving
skills to solve their daily cognitive guided
instruction story problems. This gives our
students a chance to take the “lead” as the
teacher and share their strategy aloud to the
class!

The best preparation for tomorrow is
doing your best today.
- H. Jackson Brown Jr.
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3rd Grade
MRS. SIERRA & MS. PLEASANT
We can’t believe how much these scholars

These astonishing argumentative writers have

have grown thus far! They’re becoming such

proven great points as to whether or not we

magnificent

should have Black Friday or Cyber Monday.

argumentative

mathematicians,
writers,

and

amazing
main

idea

These scholars also wrote valid arguments to
whether or not fidget spinners should be

seeking superstars.

allowed in school. These writing pieces were
These

marvelous

mathematicians

are

very impressive!

working hard learning various strategies and
methods to solve multiplication and division

As scientists, the students learned about

word problems.

animal classifications.

In this science unit

they’ve discovered the difference between
As readers, the students are working hard to

vertebrates and invertebrates

identify the main idea with key details of
nonfiction texts. We’re wrapping up our first
novel study of Matilda by Roald Dahl. During

They are continuing to surprise and impress
us everyday..

the reading of the novel, we’ve examined the
various traits of the main characters in the
book.

Never give up on what you really want
to do. The person with big dreams is
more powerful than one with all the
facts.
– Albert Einstein
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4th Grade
MS. S. WRIGHT & MR. SILFEN
We cannot believe that 2019 is coming to an

In Science we have been really focused on

end. It seems like only yesterday the school

the Scientific Method. We have been working

year began.

Since the last issue, we have

diligently on the steps of the scientific

been involved in so much learning. In ELA,

process to complete various projects and

we completed our unit on argumentative

experiments for the STEAM Fair. We want to

writing and are now focusing on responding

congratulate everyone for participating and

to literature.

wish each other the best of luck!

We have also been studying

We also

Author’s Point of View and Author’s Purpose.

made sure to showcase our school spirit for

Focusing on these topics as well as other

Storybook Character Day in October and

skills

Crazy

such

as

summarizing

and

using

Sock

Day

in

November.

As

we

inferences are helping us get prepared for

prepared for the Thanksgiving Holiday we

the upcoming State Exams.

made sure to take the time to think about
others who are less fortunate than we are.

In

Math

we

completed

our

unit

on

We have been collecting items for the City

multiplication and division and were very

Harvest Food Drive and hope to surpass the

excited to learn new strategies for solving

donation amount of last year.

our work. We are also pleased to share the
fact that WE ROCKED the last Math Network

Last but not least, the entire 4th Grade

Assessment. We set a goal for ourselves and

Family would like to wish everyone a very

were ecstatic when we surpassed it! As we

safe and happy holiday season and we look

now

forward to sharing new goals and successes

venture

into

learning

about

angle

measurement and plane figures we want to

with you all in the New Year!

continue to set high goals for ourselves and
ultimately do an outstanding job on the
Math State Test.
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5th Grade
MS. BOULWARE & MS. EDWARDS
Fifth grade has been ROLLIN' with activities

In science students have learned about the

in and out of the classroom. Students have

body system and how each system works

been learning how to add, subtract, multiply

together to help the body function properly.

and divide fractions. They have also stepped

Students have also put their investigative

into the world of decimals, learning how to

skills to work as they worked through the

multiply and divide decimals with a little

scientific

help from our handy dandy place value

science experiments.

method

to

create

chart.
In writing and ELA, students have been
reading short stories and folk tales and have
been identifying themes by determining the
author’s message through character actions
and plot events. They have used these
themes to begin to write Literary Analysis
essays in which they carefully examine and
evaluate

an

aspect

of

a

literary

work,

including the novel Old Yeller.. Students
then jumped into the text to pull out details
to support said theme. Students are in the
process of working in groups to create
dioramas to depict a scene from the novel,
Old Yeller. Please make sure your students
are

reading

every

night.

Strong

readers

become strong writers.
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interesting

6th Grade
MRS. VOGEL & MS. SIEGRIST
The school year is now in full swing and the

In science, students have been working on

students have been focusing on improving

metabolism unit where they have taken a role

academically.

In

as student researchers and been working to

focusing

ratios

on

math,

we

and

have

ratio

been

concepts

diagnosis

a

patient,

Elisa,

who

has

including unit rate and percentages. The

demonstrated many symptoms of diabetes.

students have just completed a unit rate

They have learned how the body and the cells

project where they calculated the unit rate

need oxygen, glucose, and amino acids to

of grocery items to help determine which is

function properly. They have also examined

the better deal to purchase when at the

what happens when the body doesn’t receive

grocery store. Feel free to let them do some

the appropriate number of each molecule.

shopping for you! Up next, we will explore
positive

and

negative

integers

and

determine how to apply them in real world
situations.
In ELA, students have been reading both
informational and literary texts, focusing on
main idea and supporting details. We have
explored how to close read and annotate
while

reading

to

help

support

comprehension. In addition, we have been
focused on how to explain our details in
order to better support our answers.
In writing, students have been working on
their own informative texts, focusing on
comparing and contrasting wolves and dogs.
Through these informative essays, students
have conducted their own research in order
to determine both similarities between dogs
and

wolves.

They

have

compiled

their

research in a meaningful and organized
manner within their writing.

WINTER NEWSLETTER | 2019 | 2020

7th & 8th Grade
MATH - MS. LUCIDO
The 7th and 8th grade students have been very busy

In the new year the 7th and 8th grade will continue to

learning many new concepts in Math Class! We

work hard learning new material in preparation for

continue to use our interactive notebooks daily to

the New York State Test. Throughout the month of

keep us organized and recall concepts that were

January the 7th grade will learn about percentages

previously taught! Recently, the 7th grade has studied

and the real world application; while the 8th grade

Algebraic Expressions, Equations, and Inequalities.

will learn about volume of 3-dimensional figures and

Students extended upon their knowledge of these
topics and learned how to solve for unknown

various associations in data. Happy Holidays and New
Year to All!

quantities in real-word problems. The 8th grade has
studied Multi-Step Equations, Linear Equations, and
System

of

Equations.

Students

were

able

to

understand that a solution to an equation can have
one, none, or infinite solutions. In the Linear Equation
unit, students were able to understand and write the
equation for a line from various situations. Our most
recent topic was System of Equations. Students were
able

to

work

with

two

linear

equations

simultaneously and determine the solution.

MATH TARGETED ASSISTANCE / ALGEBRA
- MRS. TSYPKIN
of

People make decisions and use different algebraic

operations such as strategies to add, subtract, factor,

models without even realizing it. Algebra students

and

were practicing how to identify, write, and evaluate

The

7th

graders

expand

have

linear

extended

expressions

properties
with

rational

coefficients. They learned how inverse operations are

complicated linear models.

used for solving multi-step linear equations and
inequalities.

Lastly,

mathematical

the

problems

students
using

solved

real-life

numerical

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS!!!

and

algebraic expressions, equations, and inequalities.
The 8th graders have explored linear functions in one
and two variables and on their graphs. Applying what
they have learned, students investigate how the
slope of line can be used to describe the line and its
algebraic equation.
Algebra Group students learned that relationships
and functions have multiple uses in the real world.
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7th & 8th Grade
ELA - MR. WILLIAMS
In ELA, the seventh graders have successfully completed
two units and have recently began the third unit in
Collections. In addition to completing a variety of tasks
such as expository, informative, and persuasive essays,
we have also begun studying and practicing in order to
navigate various texts with ease. The seventh grade have
also enlisted in the “Writing Boot-Camp” where they
rigorously spend a dedicated two-weeks on practicing
high-level writing to supplement the skills learned and
techniques practiced. We will continue to utilize the
Socratic

Method,

On-Demand

Tests,

Four-Corner

protocol, and Debates.By continuing to apply these
skills, we will only solidify our chances of obtaining the
best grade possible on our state test in April.

has also featured the students undertaking a “Writing
Boot-Camp” where we have been rigorously exploring
different genres of writing, editing, and formatting. We
still apply many useful techniques and strategies such as

As with the 7th grade, we have completed two units
and are coming to the conclusion of the next unit - Unit
Four: Approaching Adulthood. This particular unit has
allowed students to honestly reflect upon their own
personal journeys as young adults and align their
experiences with the texts in the collection. December

the Socratic Method and Peer Edits. As we approach the
winter break, we are reinforcing many of the skills and
techniques that we have been going over since the year
began. Upon return from the Winter Break, there will be
renewed

focus

on

literature

and

useful

digital

educational using applications such as Lightsail and
iReady.

SOCIAL STUDIES - MR. LIARDI
For the last few weeks, the seventh graders worked on

articles and laws, and many other primary sources from

answering the question, “Was the American Revolution

the late 1800s to the early 1900s. At the end of the unit,

Avoidable?” Throughout the process, the students read,

the students were broken up into “family units” and had

analyzed, and evaluated primary sources from the late

to create an Immigrant Family Scrapbook. This project

1700s

required

including

figures

on

British

debt,

political

drawings/cartoons, laws, proclamations, and speeches
among other things. The students worked together to
analyze

the

documents,

but

each

of

them

was

responsible for their own work. Then we explored the
War for Independence itself, through a timeline of major
events and the major effects of the war. In the new year

them

to

apply

their

knowledge

eighth graders continued in their exploration of the time
period with understanding the imperialist tendencies of
the US at a time when other European nations were
(again) competing for colonies worldwide.

look at the founding documents of the United States,
the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights and how they
relate to Americans today
eighth

Immigration,

graders

worked

diligently

Industrialization/Urbanization,

on

the

family documents of the immigrant experience. The

the seventh graders will get an up close and personal

The

of

aforementioned eras in US history to create dynamic

the
and

Progressive Era in the last few weeks. Mostly, the
students worked in extremely small groups analyzing
political cartoons and photographs, reading newspaper
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7th & 8th Grade
SCIENCE - MR. SAHOUIN
Middle school science started the winter with a trip to

With the 7th graders, we are exploring Matter. We saw

Columbia University where we visited the science and

the characteristics of matter and all of the changes,

engineering department. The trip was very educational

either physical or chemical, that they undergo. We will

as students had the chance to see first-hand what

then deviate on the biological sphere to analyze cells and

engineers do on an everyday basis, along with all of the

how organisms work, organize and grow. We expect this

possibilities and engineering field can offer.

to be as instructional unit as well as fun. Students were

With the 8th graders, we are about to embark on a

will be even more pumped up with our biology because

very excited to tackle chemistry in the curriculum. They

fascinating journey through Genetics and Reproduction,
starting with Cells.

of the many hands on activities that they will partake in.

We will be studying Mandel, the

father of Genetics, and the probability of black parents
having a white child, while two white parents cannot
have a black child. I point out this part of our curriculum
because students are always so interested and engaged
that it became the greatest reward for teaching by
seeing the passion students put into this particular
subject and how focused they get. I can’t wait to talk
genetics with my 8th graders.

SPANISH - MS. OYOLA
In Spanish, the 7th graders have been working hard this

verbs.

marking period. They completed the preliminary lesson

described their favorite clothing and wrote a description

of the Avancemos textbook level 1A and began Unit 1

on why they selected it. They did an AMAZING JOB! In

titled United States: ¿Qué te gusta hacer? and Mis

the culture section of the unit, the students learned

amigos y yo. In this unit, the focus is vocabulary,

about the surrealist art and artist Salvador Dalí, and how

grammar,

writing,

and

the

culture

section

which

consists of Los Premios Juventud, El Arte De Miami, and
El Arte De Texas. The students have mastered how to

After

a

presentation

of

vocabulary,

students

local markets in Spain and Guatemala reflect the culture
of an area. Lastly, the 8th graders continue to improve on
their individual writing skills in Spanish class.

use gustar with an infinitive and also began writing
gustar in sentences, which is the next component in the
Spanish program. Although it is challenging, with
practice and perseverance they’ve been very successful.
I am pleased with the 7th graders overall academic
performance and interest in learning the language.
In Spanish, the 8th graders have successfully completed
Unit 4 of the Avancemos textbook level 1A. In this unit,
the students were able to describe what clothing to buy
and what to wear in the different seasons. They have
also described places and events in town, talked about
types of transportation, and learned stem-changing
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Targeted Assistance
KINDERGARTEN, 1ST & 2ND GRADE ELA/MATH TA
- MS. WU

As a K-2 Target Assistant Teacher in Math & ELA, I work

working on alphabet recognition and letter-sound in ELA.

with students in small groups either in or out of the

In math, they will continue to work on counting skills and

classroom

addition within 5.

to

help

them

improve

their

academic

performance. When working with students within the
classroom, students benefit by receiving extra support to
complete

whatever

task

is

assigned

by

classroom

teachers. During small group instruction out of the
classroom, students engage in a variety of productive
activities

to

reinforce

their

strengths

and

improve

knowledge and skills that they struggle with.

recognizing alphabet and letter-sound. In math, they
been

working

on

recognizing

numbers

consonants

and

counting 0-10. Moving forward, they will continue

and

correspondences.

closed
They

syllables

have

been

letter-sound
working

hard

practicing letter-sound, decoding, spelling words, and
sentences. Moving forward, they will continue to learn
more phonics skills and decoding rules in order to
improve

In Kindergarten, students have been working hard on
have

In first grade, students have been working hard on

their

reading

fluency

and

reading

comprehension. In math, they have been working on
reading and collecting data to solve problems with
picture graphs. They have also been working hard adding
and subtracting within 20. Moving forward, they will
continue to build fluency in counting skills, add and
subtract within 20 with different strategies, and identify
the place value of two-digit numbers.
In second grade, students have been working hard on
different phonics skills and decoding rules to build their
reading fluency and reading comprehension. They have
also been working hard on finding text evidence to
answer

comprehension

questions.

Moving

forward,

students will continue working on more phonics skills,
decoding rules, and locating text evidence to answer
reading comprehension questions.

2ND, 3RD & 4TH GRADE MATH TA
- MRS. KEPKE

The 2nd grade Math Targeted Assistance students are

do this, including area arrays, and using partial

busy working on their foundational skills which include

products. Recently, they connected math and art by

money, time, and addition and subtraction. They love to

creating a Winter Wonderland bulletin board to

play

demonstrate

the

math

game

Bazinga,

which

helps

them

reinforce their doubles facts.

their

understanding

of

multiples.

The 3rd grade Math Targeted Assistance students are
strengthening their knowledge of the multiplication
tables by also playing entertaining but challenging
multiplication games. Their skills are being enhanced by
their favorite game, Multiplication Bump.
The 4th grade Math Targeted Assistance students are
also working on multiplication by multiplying a 2-digit
number by a 2-digit number. They know several ways to
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factors

and

Targeted Assistance
3RD & 4TH GRADE ELA TA & KINDERGARTEN
SOCIAL STUDIES - MS. GRIECO
The students in the ELA Targeted Assistance Program
have worked on fluency and vocabulary skills by playing
monopoly and boggle. The fourth grade students wrote
an argumentative piece on Chocolate Milk vs. Plain Milk
and are also working on a literary response “The Stray” by
Cynthia Rylant.
In

Social

learned

Studies,

about

the

the

Kindergarten

Pilgrims

and

students

settlements.

have
The

Kindergarten students are currently learning about
colonies and how holidays celebrated around the world.

5TH & 6TH GRADE ELA TA - MRS. LULAJ
Students in fifth and sixth grade have been working hard

Thank you for your continued support.

on various skills for the past few months. They have been

free to contact me with any questions or concerns at

reading different genres of text while focusing on

glulaj@ccics.org.

identifying tone, mood, main idea and theme. Students

friends a wonderful holiday season!

Wishing you and your family and

have also been working really hard on citing text
evidence to support their answers. In addition to this, the
fifth

and

sixth

graders

have

been

practicing

Please feel

on

explaining how evidence can support their answer. We
will continue to focus on these skills as well as phonics.
Throughout the fall, I had the opportunity to be trained
in the Orton-Gillingham reading intervention program.
Orton-Gillingham is a multisensory phonics program
which is used to help students who struggle with the
foundations of reading and spelling skills. I am very
excited to start this program as it will provide students
with support and strategies on how to decode unfamiliar
words by learning different spelling rules.
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Social Studies
MR. FERRIERA

Since our fall newsletter, the 4th, 5th, and

The 6th graders recently finished their unit on

6th grade students have been hard at work

Ancient

learning about many different topics in

learned about what made both civilizations

history.

so important to history. We studied what their

Greece

and

Ancient

Rome.

We

culture was like, how they impacted today’s
In

4th

grade,

the

students

have

been

learning about the many different battles,
events,

and

historical

figures

from

the

American Revolution. We’ve also covered the
different events that led up to the American
Revolution such as the French and Indian
War, the Boston Tea Party, and the Boston
Massacre. As we wrap up our unit on the
American Revolution, we will be starting our
next

unit

on

making

a

constitutional

government.

society, and the different battles and wars
they were involved in.

Currently, we started

our unit on world religions. We will be
studying what the different religions are as
well as the central message of each one. We
will also study the similarities and differences
between each and the common theme of
unity among all of them.
If you have any questions or concerns please
don’t

hesitate

to

email

on ancient civilizations. We’ve been learning
about the Mayan, Aztecs, and Incas, as well
as what made each civilization unique. We

about what we’re learning please visit the
class page on Icahn’s website. I would like to
wish everyone a happy holiday season and
new year!

learned about who they were, their major
accomplishments, their culture, and their
lifestyle. We finished our project on creating
brochure

at

jferreria@ccics.org. If you are ever curious

The 5th graders recently finished their unit

a

me

for

each

civilization

while

learning more about the Mayans, Aztecs, and
Incas. We’re now beginning our unit on the
Age of Exploration. We will be learning
about the different European countries that
were involved, the spice trade, and much
more.
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ENL
MRS. ORTIZ
Students have been working very hard these

In third and fourth grade, students have

past few months. This is what they have

worked very hard to be able to determine the

been up to:

main idea and supporting details in a text,
identifying point of view, as well as identifying

In kindergarten, students have worked very

cause and effect relationships in a text.

hard practicing their alphabet letters and

Students have been able to do this in

their

by

different text genres such as expository texts,

engaging in different types of games as well

biographies, and fiction texts. Moving forward,

as

have

students will continue to practice cause and

practiced letter writing by using whiteboards

effect in expository texts as well as being able

and markers in order to keep them engaged

to identify the theme in dramas.

sounds.

They

completing

have

done

worksheets.

this

They

in this simple yet very important skill. Moving
forward, students will slowly begin to read
CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words as
well as kindergarten sight words.

been focusing on being able to read and
spell words with digraphs such as ch, wh, sh,
and th, as well as being able to determine
the main idea and supporting details in a
text and identifying story elements. Students
have been able to do this by engaging in
different types of activities such as games
and crafts. Moving forward, students will
work on understanding sequence and using
it to retell the events of a story as well as
the

author’s

purpose

for

sixth

grade,

students

have

been

working on being able to identify tone and
mood, theme, as well as identifying the main
idea and supporting details in a text. Moving

In first and second grade, students have

determining

As

forward, students will continue to practice
identifying the main idea and supporting
details as well as being able to properly cite
evidence when answering a question.
Thank you for all that you continue to do and
for your unconditional support! Feel free to
reach out to me with any concerns or
questions at mortiz@ccics.org.

Last but not

least, I wish you and your family happy
holidays!

after

reading a text.
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SETSS
MS. BUETI
Autumn has been a busy season in the world

Throughout these past two months, I had a

of

their

great opportunity to join together with other

Individualized Education Plans reviewed by

ELA support professionals throughout the

the CSE, Committee on Special Education,

Icahn Network to be trained in the Orton-

team consisting of their special education

Gillingham

teacher, classroom teacher, school counselor

Orton-Gillingham is a multi-sensory phonics

and

representatives/psychologists.

program which is used to help students who

Every student who receives SETSS services

struggle with the foundations of reading and

are assigned S.M.A.R.T. goals by these team

spelling to “crack the code” on the English

members.

specific,

language. Students in SETSS have already

measurable, attainable, relevant, and timely.

found success in using this system of hearing,

SETSS.

Many

district

S.M.A.R.T.

students

stands

had

for

Outside of SETSS services, all students could
benefit from setting their own S.M.A.R.T.
goals! You are welcome to use the graphic
below to help guide your own child’s goal
setting.

reading

intervention

program.

speaking, and feeling sounds and words to
improve their reading abilities.
As always, I am available to be reached by
email at jbueti@ccics.org or at (718) 716-8105
ext. 128 if you have any questions, concerns, or
would just like to chat about your child’s
progress!
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Physical Education
MR. SATALINO
As the Holiday season is upon us, it is

Our students in 7th and 8th grade have been

important that we continue to exercise to

progressing through the various health topics

finish our year out strong. It is important to

and will now focus our attention on our

start the new year on the right track by

fitness unit. Students in 7th grade will be

ensuring we are eating healthy and getting

learning about the FITT principle and the

in our exercise throughout the week. Our

various ways we can safely engage our body

students

various

in exercise and movement. Since 8th graders

fitness

already learned this information, they will be

movements in January during our fitness

reviewing important fitness concepts and

unit that will help them achieve their fitness

designing their own workouts with or without

goals and live an active lifestyle. There are so

equipment.

will

bodyweight

be

performing

exercises

and

many benefits to exercising and living an
active lifestyle which is why engaging our
students with positive reinforcement from a
young age can help them live a healthy
lifestyle as they grow older.

performing various fitness movements and
activities along with starting the bowling
unit. Our students in 3rd-8th grade will be
finishing the basketball unit where we will
move into our volleyball unit. Depending on
grade level, students have been focusing on
fundamental skills and activities that will
allow them to progress their skills as they
grow older. These students will also have
fitness

concepts

be wearing sneakers during recess (5th-8th)
and Physical Education class. Sneakers should
fit in such a way that the laces tied tightly
enough support the ankle and foot so that

Students in Kindergarten-2nd grade will be

different

Please be reminded that all students should

and

activities

added into their basketball and volleyball

the foot does not move inside the shoe. Boots
or dress shoes should not be worn to class.
This is for your child’s safety! I recommend,
like many students already do, bringing in a
pair of sneakers and leaving them in their
cubbies/lockers. If you have any questions,
comments, concerns do not hesitate to reach
out to me. I look forward and am excited to
work with you to provide your child with the
best educational environment to learn about
their health. At the end of the day your health
is your greatest wealth!

unit depending on grade level.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

February 10th:
Marking Period 4 Begins
February 14th:

January 2nd:
Welcome Back!
January 17th:
Super Hero vs. Villain Day!
January 20th:
MLK Day
*No School
January 31st:

American Heart Awareness
Wear Red and Pink Day!
*12pm Dismissal
February 17th-February 21st:
Mid-Winter Recess
*No School
February 27th:
Parent Teacher Conferences

Professional Development

Progress Report #3 Distisbution

*12pm Dismissal

*12pm Dismissal

