From the Director’s Desk
Accomplish – tr. Verb
1) To succeed in doing; bring to pass 2. To reach the end of; complete
Accomplishment – noun
1) Something completed successfully; an achievement
As we each exhale that ‘end of the year’ breath, we can take stock of the many
accomplishments of the 2011-2012 school year. I look around and see the many
accomplishments made by staff, students and family members alike. As we say
goodbye to our Seniors, who courageously move onto High School in the Fall, we
hope they leave us also having recognized their own accomplishments. Their proud
faces at Graduation certainly confirmed that for me, and the tears in the audiences’
eyes were in agreement. Another fine send off for the children we watched grow up in front of our very
eyes. They worked hard to become the young men and women we said goodbye to on June 15, 2012.
While their work varied by definition, they all ‘worked’ very hard to make it their very proud day a reality.
‘Working’ at SJSD, whether as a student, parent/guardian, volunteer, or a staff member, has its challenges
as it does anywhere, but it also has its great rewards. As we work through the challenges and get to the
rewards, we are reminded of how fortunate we are to do so within the safety and support of the SJSD
family. I was again reminded of this in the farewell cards written by our retirees, “….it is hard to say
goodbye to the ones we love, to family, which St. Joe’s will always be to me.”, or “I am so honored to be a
part of St. Joseph’s and to have St. Joseph’s be a part of me.” A similar sentiment was so eloquently
described to me in a letter from a parent who shared “Para mi querida Escuela de Saint Joseph’s: Mi eterno
agradecimiento para cada una de las personas que colaboran diariamente al cuidado de nuestros hijos todos
juntos son una familia. (digo “nuestros” porque yo tambien he sido parte de ustedes)” [“To my Beloved St.
Joseph’s School; My eternal gratitude for each person who collaborated daily in the care of our children
because together we are a family. (I say ‘we’ because I’ve also been a part of you)]. What more needs to be
said?
Our work is hard, yes, but it is most certainly even more rewarding. Our work is made more manageable
by the tremendous force that is created when the SJSD community convenes and shares it best efforts with
each other. Each individual who walks through our doors at 1000 Hutchinson River Parkway (or, if you
are using a GPS, 2600 E. 177th Street) adds to this force of kindness, good will and expectation of success
for our children, their families and for each other. You each work so hard to surround our students with a
sense of safety, challenge and accomplishment on a daily basis. So as you exhale that deep ‘end of another
school year’ breath be sure to recognize your part in this great accomplishment! My deepest gratitude for
all you do on behalf of our students, their families and for each other. Wishing you a peace-filled summer.
May it bring you a renewed sense of what you can and will accomplish in the upcoming 2012 -2013 school
year!
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The Museum Program was granted a partnership
with the Jewish Museum to study the works of
author/illustrator Ezra Jack Keats. Museum educator
Holly Ekert worked with our students teaching
themes found in Keats’ works, and doing projects
that connected to concepts that they were able to see
firsthand as they toured the exhibit. The students
visited the Studio Museum of Harlem, and the
Guggenheim Museum, as well.
Barbara Woods, Museum educator from the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, has continued her program with the students this year,
focusing on Faith Rheingold and the new Islamic Wing.
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Courtney Feldman and her 2011 summer school class
visited Yankee stadium. She has learned that students
learn best when they are studying a subject they like. So
she taught a unit on baseball, introducing students to the
game, playing it at recess, then reading and writing and
watching films about it.
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Featured Student
Julio Navarro, one of our
Upper School students
was featured in The
Scholastic publication
“Storyworks” In the
Compare and Contrast
section, Yesterday and
Today, “Say Hello to
Julio” pairs the 21st
century Julio, with that of
early 19th century Alice

Holiday show - Around the World in 80
Yaniel de Jesus Ramos, Julio Navarro,
Xavier Lora, students and staff put on a
wonderful show, complete with time
machine and exotic locations.

Anti-Bullying
Bullying can happen anywhere: at
school, on the bus, through texting,
Facebook, and Oovo. It happens
between friends, sisters and brothers,
family members, and strangers. You
can experience it as a child and as an
adult, hearing and deaf. At St.
Joseph’s, we are trying to address this
issue. The Mental Health team,
consisting of Joanne Maiolo (social
worker), Melissa Negron-Sims (social
worker), Diane Gallo (Dean of
Students), Diane DeLuigi (School
Psychologist) and Rachel Singer
(School Counselor) are working
throughout the building to address the
issue of bullying.
The Team met with the Upper School
community to address the topic and
acknowledge that it is, in fact,
happening at this School. Students
and teachers were able to support this
with examples. The bully, the target
(the person being bullied), and the
watcher (person/persons seeing it happen), were identified. The watcher is the most significant
component: they have a choice of either joining with the bully (by not saying anything) or helping the
target (either directly or indirectly) by telling an adult.
The team also stressed that there are issues that are NOT significant to ask for help- such as tattling or
getting someone in trouble for saying an unkind word. The Team has also made individual visits to the
Upper School classrooms to address more specific issues to those students. The team implemented a
“Problem Solving Center” which is “open” on Monday and Wednesday mornings in order for students to
report any experience with bullying: either as the bully, as the target, or as a watcher.

Spectrum - Summer
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Community Friends of SJSD
The Holy Cross Boy's brought their Jazz Band to SJSD
to entertain the Lower School students for the Holidays.
The students were able to feel the music vibrations
through balloons and by touching the instruments as
they were being played.
In October we had the fourth annual Pumpkin Patch.
Holy Cross
Community
Service
program
donated 100 pumpkins for our students, set up and decorated the
courtyard, took photos of each class and helped each child search
for their favorite pumpkin.
St. Benedict's Playhouse preschool program, CHILD TO CHILD
GIVING, donated more than 80 hats, gloves, and scarfs for SJSD
students. Some of our staff members visited the program to
explain the impacts of deafness on learning, and to teach some
basic sign language.

Tuesday Night Community Sign Language
The Tuesday Night Community Sign Language classes had the biggest enrollment ever this semester ---over
120 attendees! An extra beginner’s class had to be added because of the great demand. Kudos to coordinator
Faye Tanzer, teachers Lisa Santiago. Shirley Nunally. Jessica McGovern, Angel Baez, Kemba Wright,
Roxanna Aquillo, and Ruth. Murphy. Angel Baez introduced the VRS system to all the beginner 1 and
beginner 2 students in the SL program. They were amazed at the technology!
Childcare was warmly provided by Laurie Sacino Welch and Cathy Ellin, and security by Francis
Olinto. Certificates were distributed to all sign language students who attended seven or more sessions. After
class on the last day of the semester, all feasted on the “goodies” that the students brought to share with their

Stephen
Stephen MacDonald spoke to the children about never giving up. He forgave
the young man who shot him. He tries his best everyday. His son grew up to
become a police officer.
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FDNY Outreach
The New York Fire Department Education Unit presented a
workshop on September 20, 2012. Lt. Frank
Manetta of the Education unit presented an excellent and
informative workshop on Fire Safety.
Life Tone Technology Fire Alarm clocks were distributed to
about 40 families and deaf staff members.
We want to thank the NYFD and Lt. Anthony Mancuso for the
generous donation to St. Joseph’s.

Garden Work
In May parents joined students working
in the Children’s Garden.

Spectrum - Summer
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Board of Directors Visit
The SJSD Board of
Directors visited the school
on May 19th. They were
entertained with a
Gymnastics and Tai Kwan
Do demonstration in the
gym. The colonnades and
lobby were used for an
exhibit of the children’s

Spirit Week Parade

On Saint Joseph’s Day, March 21,
2012, the students and staff of the
school had a Spirit Week parade.
The marchers walked to Tremont
Avenue to thank the community for
their support of the 4201 schools
during the recent budget crisis.

ASL With David Rivera
David Rivera did an ASL storytelling unit with the parent group; assisting parents in the use of ASL, facial
expression and gesture to read to their children, Faye Tanzer interpreted both English and sign, and Luz Lilly
did the Spanish interpreting. Parents were encouraged to bring home videos and books of the same stories
presented by David so they could use them at home.
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Patricia’s Owner Visits SJSD

The owner of Patricia’s visited the
SJSD After School Program in May
and taught the kids how to make
pizza.

Tickets to Broadway

20 Students and parents received free Broadway tickets
through TDF for Spiderman and Sister Act

Bernard Bragg Show at Cleary

In April students and parents had the opportunity
to see Bernard Bragg at Cleary School for the
Deaf.
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Trips
Bronx Zoo and the Big Apple Circus

Storytelling at Barnes and Noble with Cookie Mouse

First Robotics Presentation Jacob Javits Center
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