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Plateau Valley School

Welcome to Plateau Valley School
Mr. Mike Page

Plateau Valley School District 50 School Board has announced the
hiring of Mr. Mike Page as the new superintendent.
Mr. Page, a Plateau Valley alumnus, will begin his new post on July
1, 2017. He comes to PV with a great deal of hands on experience. He
currently holds the position of Superintendent of Schools for West
Grand School District I-Jt, a position he has held for three years, after
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serving as the Superintendent of Schools in Springfield, Colorado for
nine years.
Hiring a superintendent is one of the most important jobs placed upon the Board of Education. The hiring process was a combined effort of
Board members, administration, PV staff and many community mem-

Swan Song

By Greg Randall
So this is really it, the last time I will write the Plateau
Valley community as the superintendent of schools. It has been
a long ride, and from my perspective, mostly a great one. At the
March Job Corps Graduation a student reminded me of a quote
from one of my childhood heroes, Bruce Lee, “Do not pray for an
easy life, pray for the strength to endure a difficult one.” As I
reflect back on my life in education and before, this quote luckily rings very true. The reason I say luckily is because I am a
believer in adversity building and revealing character, and making you a better person. I remember when my son was a middle
schooler sometimes he would come home upset telling me some
of the other kids were teasing him, telling him he’s strange and
he’s not normal. I would always tell him I didn’t know what normal was and if he ever found it, try not to be it. I would tell
him, “’Normal’ people don’t accomplish great things.” Now I am
not insinuating my son or I ever accomplished great things, I am
just trying to point out adversity in life, CAN be a learning opportunity. We learn the most from our struggles.
Plateau Valley is a much different place than when I arrived. I remember when I showed up, all five board members
were being recalled and the community was totally divided.
These were not good times. All five board members kept their
seats. Now, for the most part, we as a community realize the
school is here as an educational opportunity. Don’t get me
wrong, we have a long way to go before we reach our potential
as a school and a community. I hope with all my heart Mr. Mike
Page comes in and our school does become a truly high performing system. In my opinion there are basically two types of people, tide people try to raise the level of themselves and everyone else, and anchors try to pull others down to their level to
feel successful. If Mr. Page helps the school become great, he
will need a lot of tide to help everyone: community, teachers,
staff and most importantly students to rise to a level they are
capable. Anchors, or naysayers and resisters, need to change to
supporters and change agents of the future, which brings me to
another quote, this one from Kevin Gates, “Wise men change,
fools stay the same.”
Well let’s get back to the story of the past… I remember
the first board meeting I attended at Plateau Valley as the
elementary school principal. An audience member stood up and
told the board and the entire community nobody did a background check on me, if so they would have found out I wasn’t
licensed, I was unqualified, I had no educational experience, and
she was sure nobody even called my references. This person’s
rant went on for, it seemed like hours, but I am sure only lasted
a few minutes. I wasn’t sure what I had gotten myself into.
After the meeting the school board at the time was very apologetic for this community member and voiced their support. It’s
things like this collegial support that help people get through
the tough times and there is always many tough times in life if
you strive for anything other than mediocracy.
Winston
Churchill once said, “You have enemies? Good. That means
you’ve stood up for something, sometime in your life.” I am convinced even if you don’t stand up for things you will have enemies, but standing up for what you feel is right will often times
encourage haters. It’s like I always told my son, “Stand up for
what’s right, even if you’re the only one standing.” Quotes similar to this have been attributed to many people, but from my
research I should give Suzy Kassem credit for the quote closest
to it.
I have always tried to stand up for what I felt was right,
starting as a young man. I remember once at the Junior National Ski Championships we had 8 coaches and 7 of them were
afraid of the leader. I was a young 18 year old athlete and the
7 coaches told me I needed to confront the head coach about
his decision not to ski a girl on the first relay team who had just
won a race at the junior national championships. I asked these
30+ year old adults why they didn’t confront the head coach

with their concerns, they said he wouldn’t listen to them, but
he would listen to me, one of the “kids” skiing, over 7 grown
men. I took the 7 coaches’ lead and addressed the head coach
at the team meeting about his perceived wrong. As he raised
his voice he called me a young buck and got very angry at me,
as he swore at me asking who I thought I was. At the end of
the meeting he changed his mind as he slammed his fist on the
table, cussed some more, and told the team to leave. The bottom line is he changed his mind and did the right thing. I often
think of this event in my young life and wonder why 7 grown
men would ask a young athlete to confront a coach they were
all afraid of. I don’t know what their reasoning was, but I do
know I stood up for “what was right.”
There are many things that have molded me into the person I am, good and bad things. Most kids learn to read in kindergarten or first grade. I had a teacher in first and second
grade who let me do math all day, so I didn’t learn to read until
third grade. I grew up in a home with a mom and dad who
fought all the time, verbally and physically. Luckily, when I was
in fourth grade they ended up getting divorced. I say luckily
because it was a horrible life when they were together, and
more importantly their divorce drove me to running. I ran to
get away from the reality I lived daily. I became possessed
with running and Nordic skiing. I trained more and harder than
any other kid I knew because I was alone in the woods away
from my family, and it paid off by allowing me to travel the
world competing and later offered me a free education. Some
people say it made me cold, distant and driven, all of which may
be true. I hate most holidays because in my younger life it was
an opportunity for my parents to fight. All of this said, it created my one “true” passion, my love for helping our youth. I
want kids to have more than I did, I want to help them through
the tough times and encourage them to strive for greatness. I
really can relate to kids who have hard times at home and I
understand what it really takes to strive to accomplish great
things athletically and academically. Sometimes I have very
little patience for adults who are not in it for kids. I base all
my decisions on what’s best for kids and sometimes adults forget what a school is for. Schools have one purpose and one
purpose only, educating kids. We do that in many forms: formal education, drama, music, athletics etc., but it all really has
one purpose, making better, well rounded, higher performing
adults. Don’t get me wrong, I know I have made mistakes. I
make decisions based on the information I have at the time and
the facts in front of me. Theodore Roosevelt once said, “The
only man who never makes mistakes is the man who never does
anything.”
I will leave the Plateau Valley School District not focusing
on some of the negative history I have lived through, but on
the great things the district has done while I have been here.
We built additional elementary and middle school classrooms.
We passed a bond for almost four million dollars to build the
new gym, theater, commons area, weight rooms, offices and
locker rooms. We passed a Mill Levy Override that gives the
school $350,000 per year to help educate our youth. We
started a great Agricultural Program that has helped produce
many well rounded students, who have since started the
“school farm” which is now raising beef for the school cafeteria. We started two robotics programs, the first at GMHS/
Job Corps and the second at PVHS, which has allowed our students to further their Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM) skills. We built soccer fields and practice fields
east of the football field. Dr. Seuss is one of my favorite authors for two reasons, his great children’s books and that he
attended the same college as my son, so I will leave the Plateau
Valley School district with a quote often attributed to Dr.
Seuss and I will try to follow his advice, “Don’t cry because it’s
over, smile because it happened.”

Plateau Valley School

HONOR ROLL
Third Quarter 2016-2017
Only the following grades are acceptable: A, B & P – No incompletes.
Includes only students whose complete records are available at this time.
SUPERINTENDENT’S HONOR ROLL (All A’s) in bold type.

Seniors

Marlon Castillo
Jordan Danks
Ivan Galindo
Tessa Gutierrez
Dakota Hall
Shaunancy Hilgenfeld
Fabian Juarez
Jesse Klingler
Cassandra Lang
Caitlyn Nichols
Natalie Nichols
Colby Wilkerson
Elijah Wilson

Freshman (continued)
Abby Detwiler
Macie Holmes
Cheyanne Lampshire
Joshua Meyers
Taryn Pease
Hannah Piland
Stevenson Reynolds
Austyn Vig
Tucker Wiltse

Eighth Grade

Shawn Carey
Noah Castro
Marina Jones
Maddisen Pease
Levi Roark
Allison Santerre
Christina Trujillo
Dhaera Vig

Emily Bailey
Asiana Barlow
Scott Brown
Jacqueline Buchanan
Madison Clark
Katie Dennis
Cahlea Dennison
Hailey Lopez
Cody Melnikoff
John Nichols
Jack Shepardson
Wesley Shiflett

Sophomores

Seventh Grade

Juniors

Lauren Amos
Michael Bieser
Trevor Brown
Kyanne Dennis
Weston Hilgenfeld
Keely Long
Mackenzie Matarozzo
Aspen McCormick
Brandon Melnikoff
MaryClaire Nichols
Taylor Nichols
Jesse Squires
Kassidy Wilkerson
Gage Willow
Malachi Wilson
Ashley Yanez

Freshman

Logan Butterfield
Mikaela Crites
Tristan Danks

Tami Appelhanz
David Crowhurst
Leah Detwiler
Alexis Grundy
Triniti Gutierrez
Garrick Holmes
Korbin Kirby
Kyle Lynch
Landen Morse
Clayton Shepardson
Ashlyn Wilkerson
Hadassah Wilson

Sixth Grade
Audreyanna Adams
Genevieve Hill
Marshal Himes
Barrett Hisel
Kyla Julius
Kaylee Lang
Lily Lofland

Sixth Grade (continued)
Maddisyn Miller
Rebecca Nedohon
Destiny Perry
Shea Satterfield
Caley Shiflett
Keyton Young

Fifth Grade

Samantha Addison
Taleni Gutierrez-Gleason
Rusty Junge
Kaiden Kirby
Ayva Lopez
Meloni Miller
Edelweiss Molinar
Ethan Morse
Parker Richardson
Bode Satterfield
Christinamae Sheley
Jenna Sheley
Benjamin Shiflett
Zully Varela Castillo
Alyssa White
Sydney Wilkerson
Serenity Workman

Fourth Grade

Heston Bevan
Jackson Bevan
Madyson Brinkmeyer
Malia Butterfield
Emaline Ealey
Mackinzie Grundy
Cody Gutierrez
Daisy Lucas
Kora Marvin
Brooklyn Mitchell
Daniel Perry
Jadyn Salamanca
Peydon Siebert
Jack Vig
Payton Wilkerson

Cisco Networking Academy Netriders 2017
For the Cisco Networking Academy NetRiders USA and Canada 2017, the Collbran Job Corps Cisco Networking
Academy achieved dominance in the state of Colorado with 24 of the 29 students currently enrolled in the program. Cisco NetRiders offers a fun, educational challenge for students to compete with their peers in a realtime environment that highlights their IT/Networking skills. In addition, NetRiders helps to identify top talent
for potential employment opportunities. For Instructors, NetRiders is a great opportunity to provide students
with opportunities to develop and demonstrate their leadership outside the traditional classroom curriculum.
The top five scores (with a 60% minimum score) from each participating academy in each state, province district, or territory move on to round two. Collbran Job Corps only had one student competing at the CCNA
(Cisco Certified Network Associate) level however, no other students from Colorado were able to meet the minimum score requirement to move on to round two. Nick Richardson took (1st Place) and he will be moving on to
round two. Collbran Job Corps had 15 students compete at the CCENT (Cisco Certified Entry Network Technician) level in which Collbran job Corps took the Top Five Scores to move on to round two. Paden Hamill (1st
Place), Andreas Anchondo (2nd Place), Collyn Read (3rd Place), Zach Lerdahl (4th Place), John Mesey (5th Place).
The other students who participated (in continued order of placement) were Raymond Carrion, Kaleb Bertelsen,
Marcus Inahara, Samantha Prado, Jonathan Gressett Luis Valdez, Devin Kirkman, Mohamad Akhbari, Rosentie
Richards, and Brandon Barclay. There were 10 students who compete in the IT Essentials Competition, in which
Collbran Job Corps took the Top Five Scores to move on to round two. Nick Richardson (1 st Place), Kaleb Bertelsen (2nd Place), Paden Hamill (3rd Place), Donny Robles (4th Place), Austin Wong (5th Place). The other students who participated (in continued order of placement) were Cameron Lambert, Stephen Scheer, Leif Gilbrook, Logan Womack, and Jamie Schoellmann.

Back row (L-R): Marcus Inahara, Zach Lerdahl, Morgan Larsen, Logan Womack, Johnathan Gressett, Brandon
Barclay, Andres Anchondo, Paden Hamill Middle row (L-R): Catie Topaum, John Mesey, Devin Kirkman, Collyn
Read, Chadrick Shackelford, Luis Valdez, Cameron Lambert, Nick Richardson, Jamie Schoellmann (standing),
Austin Wong, Front row(L-R): Donny Robles, Nick Ellison, Rosentie Richards, Mohamad Akhbari, Stephen
Scheer, Kaleb Bertelsen, Samantha Prado, Raymond Carrion, Leif Gilbrook, and Mr. Schriock (instructor). Not
Pictured: Justin Higginbotham and Monia Hassan
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College Trip 2017
By Joanna Gibbs

In an effort to get our students excited about college and
to provide college and career readiness, Plateau Valley,
once again, offered a trip to tour college campuses along
the Front Range. Nine students participated in the trip and
enjoyed learning about admissions, financial aid, and campus life at five different colleges during the 3-day tour.
The students had the opportunity to talk to college students, professors, financial aid officers, and admission
officers, they asked some great questions and received
some great experience. The tour included University of
Colorado—Boulder, University of Northern Colorado—
Greeley, Colorado State University—Ft. Collins, Spartan
College of Aeronautics and Technology, and Lincoln College
of Technology. The trip was packed with education but we
also had some fun mixed in, which included watching the
Denver Nuggets vs. LA Clippers and more singing on the
bus than I could have ever imagined!!!
Each of the nine students who participated had some great
memories and experiences:
Brandon M.—“I really loved the whole trip. It opened my
eyes to how many opportunities I have in advancing myself
in life; plus it was a blast.”
Natalie N.—“Although I am planning on going to Colorado
Mesa University, I am glad I went on the trip because, not
only did I have a ton of fun and make good memories, I
learned more about what I am looking for in a college. The
trip opened up more opportunities for me in looking for
where I want to take my next step in my education.”

Alayna P.—“I really liked touring Boulder and the technical schools. It gave me a lot more motivation to attend
college.”
MaryClaire N.—“I learned a lot more about colleges that
I have had interest in and it made me love CU. It was an
excellent experience.”
Trevor B.—“I learned a lot about the colleges we went to.
The most interesting part of the trip was when we went
to Spartan College and we got to see the turbo plane engines run!”
Taylor N.—“It was interesting to learn what different
types of programs the different schools offer and specialize in.”
Miguel L.—“It was very fun to see the different colleges
and the trip allowed us to experience these different
campuses. Also, two Kickstarts and a Red Bull are a truly
transcendental experience.”
Klayton J.—“This trip was fun and I learned a lot about
the aeronautical school and Lincoln Tech.”
Keely L.—“The basketball game was a blast!”
Touring a college campus is the best way to spark an interest in postsecondary education.
Plateau Valley takes college and career readiness seriously and we want to thank our Board of Education and our
community for supporting us in providing this experience
to our students.

PV Extreme 4H Spring Madness!
By Sydney Wilkerson

We had a fun 4H PV Extreme meeting in March! We played a fun team game involving oranges, took care of
club business, and decorated bags for our Easter deliveries. All the local 4H clubs met on April 13 th to put together our Operation Easter bags for local families and businesses. People are in full swing with their 4H projects for this summer’s Mesa County Fair. 4H is a lot of fun and there is something for everyone. We are having a
blast in PV Extreme 4H Club! Our last meeting was April 10 th at 5 p.m. at the Congregational Church.
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Pre-School Registration
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Kindergarten Round-Up

WHO: ALL CHILDREN TURNING AGE 5 BEFORE SEPT. 15th, 2017
WHERE: PLATEAU VALLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN ROOM # 2
WHEN: MAY 12, 2017 at 9:00 – 10:30 A.M.
Parents and future kindergarteners it is time for registration! Come and spend part of your morning with Mrs.
Hill. Come and enjoy a story and math exploration time. Parents will also have the opportunity to ask questions
and discuss the important aspects of beginning school. Registration papers are available in the front office or
on the school webpage, www.pvsd50.org. For more information call Mrs. Camille Hill 487-3547 ext. 202. See you
there!
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SPRING PROGRAM
THURSDAY
APRIL 27th, 2017
6:00 P.M.
Friends and Family Welcome!
Come see Plateau Valley’s talented elementary students perform!

The students have worked very hard to get their music ready.
It is very important that everybody attends.

Students should arrive between 5:30-5:45 p.m. to their classrooms.
They can be signed out and picked up from their teachers at the conclusion of the
program.

Please, contact me if your child cannot make it to the program for any reason!

Thank you!
Carissa Docteur
cdocteur@pvsd50.org

Come see the secondary concert on May 16th, 2017 at 6 p.m.

Page 7

April 17, 2017,
To: All parents and/or guardians of Plateau Valley students:
From: Superintendent Greg Randall
RE: SCHOOL CLOSURE NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE
In the event the superintendent of schools and the transportation director deem the weather and
road conditions bad enough to close school, we will post on our school webpage immediately and send it
out on school messenger via text, voice and email. The school website is www.pvsd50.org. Also, the
following radio and television stations will be notified as early as possible and will broadcast the closure and/or post it on their websites. Please be advised that when a snow day is called, all other
school sponsored activities will also be cancelled, including athletic events.
TV Stations:
Channel 8 KJCT ABC Channel 8 or check their website at

Radio Stations

www.kjct8.com

99.9 KEKB

Channel 11 KKCO NBC Channel 11 or check their website at

MIX 104.3

www.nbc11news.com

95 Rock

Channel 5 KREX CBS Channel 5 or check their website at
www.krextv.com

This year’s Community Newsletter will be posted on the school web site. If you would like to
have a hard copy, please contact the school at
(970) 487-3547.

April 20, 2017
Elementary Class Pictures Day
FFA Safety Festival 7:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Secondary Conferences 4:30—8:30 p.m.

The school Lost & Found is located in
the main office and elementary hallway. When found, articles (clothing, lunch
boxes, backpacks, playground equipment,
etc...) are placed in the bin behind the office
door and bi-monthly these items are placed
in the elementary and secondary hallways
for students to claim. We strongly suggest
you label your child's belongings as many
sweaters, jackets, and backpacks look similar.
Smaller items or valuables, such as cell
phones, glasses, earrings, etc. can be claimed
at the main office. Plateau Valley School is
not responsible for lost items.
We would like to encourage parents and
guardians to occasionally check these locations for missing items. Also having your
child’s name on their coats, boots, gloves and
hats is helpful.
**Items not claimed after 2 months will
be donated to a local charity.**

