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Robotics and Middle School Math
High School Robotics SWIFT 1332 is off to a great year. They donated time and resources to help make the
Heritage Days Parade and Carnival fun for everyone and a success. This included a float and driving robots, including their new robot “The Beast”, in the parade. They also organized and funded the junior carnival next to
the auditorium. Some of the members and mentors also plan to collaborate with other FRC teams later this
month in Grand Junction in a “Mock Kickoff” to help better prepare for the upcoming season.
Another group in the high school class is developing a safety plan, manual and training for all of the robotics
teams at PV.
Not to be left out we have two teams of FLL (FIRST LEGO League) teams in the middle school. They had
their kick off last week and their challenge is called “Hydrodynamics.” In this season our junior engineers will
learn all about water, (how we use it, transport it, find it, and dispose of it) and the challenges and problems our
world has with anything water. Teams from 80 countries across the world will be competing. FIRST challenges
students to think like scientists and engineers in teams to solve real world problems associated with water.
They will also build, test, and program an autonomous robot using LEGO MINDSTORMS technology to solve a set
of missions in the robot game. Teams will operate under the core set of values celebrating discovery, teamwork,
and gracious professionalism.
Middle School Math!!!!
6th grade working on algebraic expressions.
7th grade working on rates, ratios, and unit rates.
8th grade linear equations.
They have been studying these in a variety of ways from interactive notes, guided practice, games and even a
murder mystery, “Who Killed Mr. Xpression.”
Touching Eight Hundred Years:
Students Take Much Anticipated Trip to Italy and Spain
By: Maddie Pease
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We’d been anticipating the first week of
June for a little over two years, and finally,
finally, after meeting the rest of the group at
the airport in Denver, we would board a plane
to Chicago. The end of our flights would land
us in Italy, and from there we would travel to
Spain. There were six of us students and our
teacher-sponsor, Ms. Hawkins, taking a muchanticipated nine day trip to Italy and Spain.
Despite being rushed American tourists,
we were there, we tried to immerse ourselves
in the Italian and Spanish cultures as much as
possible. During our free time we explored
the towns and cities we were in, ate authentic
Italian and Spanish food, and attempted to
speak in the native language where we were
staying. It is so easy to be frustrated when

you are unfamiliar with where you are and
who you are talking to, not knowing if you are
saying the right thing or not. When you travel, it is easy to be embarrassed; because you
are American, because you cannot pronounce
words in the foreign language correctly, because you got lost and were unable to find
your way back to your group for ages. Gradually, however, you learn to relax when you
realize that most Italians will help you when
you try to speak to them in their language,
and the waiter will be patient while you ask
your teacher in English the correct way to
say your order to him in Spanish. The world is
rich with culture and history, and we truly
experienced that during our trip. It was such
a rewarding experience, and I can’t wait to go
back.
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A 9/11 Tribute
Plateau Valley High School Leadership has been busy the last few weeks, working hard to
put together this year’s 9/11 Tribute. Students had 2 guest speakers. Gary Winkleblack
fought in Afghanistan and Jesse, who we spoke with online, was a senior in New York City at
the time of attack. But this year’s focus was more than just the general story of the day. The
focus this year was on Heroes.
Students began researching those untold heroic stories from that day and they found plenty.
For if there is one thing we know about times of
great tragedy, kindness and heroism abound. September 11th, 2001 was no different. Amidst the
chaos, fear, death and destruction, the best of
humanity was able to shine through.
One of the stories told was of the boat lifters
who came together to rescue people from the island. So many New Yorkers fled south, to the
water’s edge where at first glance they saw only another barrier preventing escape. Instead,
captains galore showed up, transporting people to safety. In a matter of 9 hours, over
500,000 people were rescued. This is far greater than even during WWII where 330,000
lives were evacuated from Dunkirk over a course of 9 days.
The heroes on Flight 93 were honored for overthrowing the terrorists on their flight, preventing thousands more lives being lost if they had succeeded in crashing into their final destination.
Rick Rescorla was a veteran who was attributed with
saving over 2700 lives by leading them to safety. He
never stopped trying to help and as so many heroes
before him, it cost him his life. His body was never
found.

And of course we would be remiss if the students hadn’t honored the First Responders
and Military who risked their lives during and after 9/11.
Finally, the students thanked the veterans and first responders in their own community
for the work they have done and continue to do on a daily basis to keep our community
safe.
To end the tribute, each student was handed a balloon which represented roughly 30
lives lost. Red was for first responders, blue for police, and white for civilians. Students
released their balloons on the football field as TAPS was played. A poignant end to the
day.
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Superintendent’s Views 9-8-17
By Mike Page

I heard someone say the other day, “It sure feels like football weather.” It still seems a bit hot compared to the
crispness that is the norm for normal days in the fall. We are off to a wonderful start to a brand new, exciting year.
From the preschool to the seniors, there is a great deal of anticipation; albeit for different reasons. The Class of 2018
has begun their last step in a 13 year journey, while the classes of 2031 and 2032 are just excited about being here.
When I was a kid it seemed like 2000 was a long ways off, never thought about 2032!! You know you’re getting old when
the movie “Back to the Future” times have already come and gone! Preschoolers don’t seem to have a care in the world,
nor should they. Don’t you wish we could all go back to preschool and start over, knowing what we know now? Or would it
make a difference? My advice to parents of all students is to cherish the moments and be involved in your child’s education. Not just in preschool, but all the way until graduation. Times fly by, and if you don’t think it does, just look at some
old pictures. My point is that by staying involved in your child’s education, they perform better in school. Take one night a
week and turn the TV off and spend some quality family time with the ones you love. Everyone has time to do that, even if
you think you don’t. I encourage all families to work on homework together, play a board game/cards or anything where
you spend time together. One day, those preschoolers in your house will become college students/young adults.
As the superintendent of Plateau Valley School District, I am humbled by the honor and privilege of serving the communities of Collbran, Molina and Mesa. It is truly an awesome place that holds fond memories for myself as well as my
family. Thanks to all of you that have welcomed me back to a place that I have always called “home.” I realize that there
is no greater trust bestowed on an organization than the trust a community grants its school system. I consider the care
and education of the community's children to be a sacred trust and therefore, the highest priority of my office. Parents,
staff, students, and community members entering into a partnership dedicated to providing students with the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes necessary for success in school and throughout their lives.
We just completed our NWEA assessments, with the exception of a few makeups. These are given on the computer
with reports back to teachers the next day. We then use this data on our data analysis tool, Alpine Achievement, to drive
our instruction. Teachers will know what students need extra help with and how to deliver the needed instruction to students. These assessments are also very important to us as a district to determine if we have gaps in our curriculum/
instruction.
Get out and support the Cowboys!! The high school football and volleyball teams are underway with their respective
seasons. Middle School volleyball has started practice and began play this week. Good luck to all the teams. The middle
school teams will finish up in early-October. Don’t forget that Friday, October 13th is Homecoming and the football game
will be the first ever night game under the lights. We are still looking for anyone that played volleyball or football at PV
in the past. If you have not already contacted someone at the school with contact info, please contact Jaime Hawkins at
jhawkins@pvsd50.org.

Please be sure and contact the school for the forms to fill out for free/reduced lunch. These
forms determine the amount of money our school receives for federal programs, such as Title 1 and
also makes our school eligible for certain grants, etc. It is very important that we get as many forms
back ASAP. The more people that qualify, the more our children at Plateau Valley Schools benefit.
Lastly, please let us know if you or anyone you know wants to receive the newsletter via mail. We are trying to move
to an online version, but we also understand that some people don’t have access or don’t use the internet for these publications.

GO COWBOYS!!!!

Community Newsletter
We want to improve how our community members receive the Community Newsletter. It is our hope that everyone that would want to
have a hard copy of our newsletter has the opportunity to receive it. In the past we have mailed the issues to all box holders in the community. Sadly many of the issues were thrown away without them being read. So in an effort to reduce the budget for the Community
Newsletter, we decided to only mail out the May issue that celebrated our graduating seniors. All other issues will be posted on the
school website. This year we have decided to include in each issue of the newsletter, a form that you can fill out that will let us know that
you would like to receive a hard copy in the mail.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—————————————————
Please mail all further issues of the Plateau Valley School, Community Newsletter to the following address:
Name
Address
Phone Number

Plateau Valley 4Hers Share Their Love for
4H and Mesa County Fair!
By: Sydney Wilkerson
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University of Colorado
at Colorado Springs
Presents Geographic Map of Colorado

On Thursday, August 31, 2017, Dr. Rebecca Theobald from the Colorado Geographic Alliance
spent the day working with our teachers and students. She brought a GIANT (14' x 21') vinyl
map of Colorado. Students from preschool through high school had 30-45 minute sessions with
her in the media center. Geography skills were sharpened and fun was had by all! You can check it
out online at https://www.uccs.edu/coga/colorado_giant_map.html

Coach Carone's Fit Tip of the Month
#1 ZZZZZ SLEEP ZZZZZZ
Pretend you are an iphone... If you charge your iphone until it is 50%, and use it all morning, it will more than
likely be out of battery by midday. If you only get 5 hours of sleep (50% of your teenage requirement) how
much energy will you have to function on by midday?????? Not much!
-If you want to be a highly functioning human being, aim for 10 HOURS of sleep every night.

Page 5

Our school will have the ability to send emergency messages to your landline, cell phone (both voice & text) and email. But we need
your most up to date contact information for this to be effective. Here’s what to do:
1. Please log on to your parent portal account and verify that all your contact information is correct. You do this by clicking on
the family members tab. If you haven’t set up your parent portal account, or don’t have internet access, please call the
school office.
2. Once logged on, you then need to choose under what circumstances you would like to be contacted and by what method(s)
you prefer to be contacted. You do this by clicking on the contacts preferences tab and the notifications tab.
Simple to do! And we think it will be a very effective way to notify all of you of snow days, school closures or any other urgent or
emergency message.

September 05, 2017
To: All parents and/or guardians of Plateau Valley students:
From: Superintendent Mike Page
RE: SCHOOL CLOSURE NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE
In the event the superintendent of schools and the transportation director deem the weather and road conditions bad
enough to close school, we will post on our school webpage immediately and send it out on school messenger via text,
voice and email. The school website is www.pvsd50.org. Also, the following radio and television stations will be notified
as early as possible and will broadcast the closure and/or post it on their websites. Please be advised that when a
snow day is called, all other school sponsored activities will also be cancelled, including athletic events.
TV Stations:
Channel 8 KJCT ABC Channel 8 or check their website at
www.kjct8.com
Channel 11 KKCO NBC Channel 11 or check their website at
www.nbc11news.com
Channel 5 KREX CBS Channel 5 or check their website at
www.krextv.com
Or check their Facebook pages, they will post to those as well.

Radio Stations
99.9 KEKB
MIX 104.3
95 Rock
KOOL 107.9
KEXO AM1230

The school Lost & Found is located in the main office and elementary hallway. When found, articles
(clothing, lunch boxes, backpacks, playground equipment, etc...) are placed in the bin behind the office door and
bi-monthly these items are placed in the elementary and secondary hallways for students to claim. We strongly
suggest you label your child's belongings as many sweaters, jackets, and backpacks look similar.
Smaller items or valuables, such as cell phones, glasses, earrings, etc. can be claimed at the main office.
Plateau Valley School is not responsible for lost items.
We would like to encourage parents and guardians to occasionally check these locations for missing items.
Also having your child’s name on their coats, boots, gloves and hats is helpful.
**Items not claimed after 2 months will be donated to a local charity.**
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