COVID-19
School Health &
Safety Policy
PS35Q: 2020-2021

Developed with unions, the DOHMH, and NYC Test
+ Trace Corp, this policy provides guidance
regarding:
• Thresholds for school opening and closure,
• Daily health screenings,
• Isolation Room,
• Protocols if a student or staff member shows signs of COVID19 while in a school, and
• Protocols if there is a confirmed positive case of COVID-19

• The health and safety of students and staff are of
the utmost priority.
• In order to reopen and stay open, the percentage

Thresholds for

of positive tests in NYC must be less than 3%

School Opening and

using a 7-day rolling average.

Closure COVID-19

• Schools will need to close if the percentage of
positive tests in NYC are equal to or more than
3% using a 7-day rolling average.
• The above threshold is just one trigger for closing
schools but may not be the only trigger.

Pandemic

• Daily temperature checks, must be
completed at home by families and
by school-based staff.
• The DOE will launch a robust
education campaign that makes
clear to parents and school-based
staff how important it is to keeping
everyone healthy and safe.
• The DOE is also committed to
purchasing thermometers for athome use for families who may
need them.

Daily Health
Screenings

School-based staff and students cannot report
to school if they have (in the past 14 days):
• Been knowingly in close or proximate contact
with anyone who has tested positive through
a diagnostic test for COVID-19 or who has or
had symptoms of COVID-19.
• Tested positive through a diagnostic test for
COVID-19.

• Experienced any symptoms of COVID-19,
including a temperature of greater than
100.0°F.
• Traveled internationally or from a state with

widespread community transmission of
COVID-19 per the New York State Travel
Advisory.

Daily Health
Screenings

• Schools are prohibited to
record or track student
and/or staff temperatures.

• Face coverings and gloves
will be worn continually by
designated staff.

• Any student exhibiting a fever
must be evaluated by the nurse.
If a nurse is unavailable,
student will be escorted to
Isolation Room.
• The DOE will ensure such
compliance with state health
guidance.

Random Temperature
Screenings
Every morning, prior to
entering the school, specific
staff will perform random
samplings of temperatures for
both students and schoolbased staff using non-touch
thermometers.

Isolation Room
An Isolation Room is a place
where a student with
suspected COVID-19
symptoms can be safely
isolated until they can be
picked up by a guardian.

• The student should be evaluated in a nurse’s
office.
• Should the nurse be unavailable to examine the
student, the student must be placed in Isolation
Room.
• The principal will designate a staff member to
supervise a student in the Isolation Room.
• The nurse and any additional staff supervising the
Isolation Room must be given the PPE.
• Immediately after holding a student, the Isolation
Room must be closed and a deep cleaning must be
performed before it can be used again.

Staircases Directions

Staircase A (Down)
Staircase B (Up)
Staircase C (Down)
Staircase D (Up)
Staircase E (Down)
Staircase F (Up)
Staircase G* (Up)
Staircase H* (Down)

Hallway
Staircases
Classrooms
Sidewalks on 191st,
192nd and 90th Avenue
• Gym
• Main Office
•
•
•
•

Placements for
signage

Arrival Time

Arrival
and
Dismissal

Kindergarten
8:30 - 8:40

Fifth
Fourth
Pre-Kindergarten

8:40-8:50

While waiting for
arrivals or
dismissal, please
use the markings
on the fence to
assist you with
Social Distancing.

Grade

First + Third
Second

Dismissal Time

1:45

1:55

2:00

Location
Door 3
Line up toward 90th Ave.
Door 2
nd
Line up toward 192 St.
Main Entrance
Line up toward Jamaica Ave.
Door 3
Line up toward Jamaica Ave.
Door 2
Line up toward 191st St.
Main Entrance
th
Line up toward 90 Ave.

Grade

Location

Pre-Kindergarten

Door 3

First

Door 2

Second

Main Entrance

Third

Door 2

Kindergarten

Door 3

Fifth

Door 2

Fourth

Main Entrance

G5
G1 & 3

GK

2
3

G2

M

G4

PK

1st Day Procedures:
• PreK parents will enter through Door 3 to

escort students to their classroom for the
month of September only.
• Beginning on Thursday, October 1st, PreK

parents will release their child to a staff
member who will escort them to their
classroom.
• Grades K-5 will use the outdoor signage to
line up by the gate for their assigned entry
door.

1) Students showing symptoms of COVID19 will be escorted to the nurse’s office or
Isolation Room by a staff member.
2) The nurse will evaluate the student for
symptoms of COVID-19.
3) If no nurse is available, the student will
wait in the supervised Isolation Room for
pick up.
4) A family member or guardian will be
contacted by a staff member and asked to
pick up the student.
5) Upon pick up, the nurse and school staff
should strongly encourage the family to
visit a doctor and get the student tested
for COVID-19.

Symptoms of
COVID-19 While
at School
Student Shows
Symptoms of COVID-19
While at School

If the student has had no known contact with a
positive case, the student can only return to
school when all the following are met:
• Presents a negative COVID-19 test result
AND
• Presents clearance from a health care
provider evaluation AND
• The student has been symptom free for 24
hours without the use of medication.
• Additionally, the student should participate in
remote learning if feeling well enough.

Symptoms of
COVID-19 While
at School
Student Shows
Symptoms of COVID-19
While at School

If DOHMH or NYC Test + Trace Corps determine
the student is considered a close contact of a
positive case, the student can only return to
school when all the following are met:

• The student has completed a 14-day
quarantine regardless of symptoms or test
results since their last exposure to that case
AND
• Presents a negative COVID-19 test result
after the 14-day quarantine AND
• Presents clearance from a health care
provider evaluation AND
• The student has been symptom free for 24
hours without the use of medication.
• Additionally, the student should participate in
remote learning if feeling well enough.

Symptoms of
COVID-19 While
at School
Student Shows
Symptoms of COVID-19
While at School

1) School-based staff members showing
symptoms at COVID-19 will be directed to
leave the building.
2) The school should strongly encourage the
staff member to visit a doctor and get
tested for COVID-19.
If the staff member has had no known
contact with a positive case, the staff
member can only return to work when all the
following are met:
• Presents a negative COVID-19 test result
AND
• Presents clearance from a health care
provider evaluation AND
• The staff member has been symptom free
for 24 hours without the use of medication.

Symptoms of
COVID-19 While
at School
School-Based Staff
Member Shows
Symptoms of COVID-19
While at School

If DOHMH or NYC Test + Trace Corps
determine the staff member is considered a
close contact of a positive case, the staff
member can only return to work when all the
following have been met:
• The staff member has completed a 14-day
quarantine regardless of symptoms or test
results since their last exposure to that
case AND
• Presents a negative COVID-19 test result
after the 14-day quarantine AND
• Presents clearance from a health care
provider evaluation AND
• The staff member has been symptom free
for 24 hours without the use of medication.

Symptoms of
COVID-19 While
at School
School-Based Staff
Member Shows
Symptoms of COVID-19
While at School

Positive
COVID-19
Case in School
Definitions
Exposure: Defined as close
contact less than six feet for
more than ten minutes with a
probable or confirmed case of
COVID-19, regardless of the use
of a face covering or barrier.
In the school, people who use a
classroom at a different time
from a case are not considered
exposed.

Infectious Period: The period
of contagiousness when
COVID-19 can be transmitted
to another person.
For COVID-19 the infectious
period is two days before
symptom onset until ten days
after illness onset, as long as
the case has been at least three
days fever-free without the
use of medication.

Case: A person
(student or staff
member) with
infection caused by
the virus that causes
COVID-19.

Contact: A person
(student or staff
member) who has
close contact
(exposure) to a case.

Incubation Period: The
period after exposure
during which a person is
at risk for becoming sick.
For COVID-19 the
incubation period is two
to 12 days.

Positive
COVID-19
Case
in School
Important to Note

Anyone with a positive COVID test must quarantine for a
minimum of 10 days since onset of symptoms. (The period of
quarantine may need to be longer if the case has fever or
symptoms between days seven to ten)
A positive case can be reported by:
o NYC Test + Trace Corps finds through case interview,
o Staff or parent alert school,
o Staff or parent alert DOHMH hotline.
DOHMH will begin investigating self-reported positive COVID19 test results from a school community within three hours.
All case contacts will be monitored by NYC Test + Trace Corps
and linked to COVID-19 testing and Take Care services.
Contact tracing will not be activated without a laboratory
confirmed case or without a presumed case due to a recent close
contact developing symptoms.

Unconfirmed Case in a School
Any student or staff member who self-reports an unconfirmed positive
case of COVID-19 or is exhibiting COVID-like symptoms will be

immediately removed from the classroom or school building.

• The classroom and school building will remain open at this
time.
• Contact tracing will only occur if there is a laboratory
confirmed case or if the person is a close contact of a
presumed positive.
• If a positive case is confirmed, the school must follow the
protocols listed below.
• If a negative test result is received, the individual may return to
school after being symptom free for 24 hours without the use
of medication AND presents clearance from a health care
provider evaluation.

One
Confirmed
Case

1) DOHMH will notify the principal and Central DOE of
confirmed case.
2) Principal notifies Building Response Team, superintendent,
and informs affected teacher(s).
3) Building Response Team notifies Borough Safety Director.

4) All students and teacher(s) in class(es) with a confirmed
case are assumed close contacts and are instructed to
quarantine for 14 days since their last exposure to that
case.
5) Learning continues remotely for students who are in
quarantine.
o A negative COVID-19 test result for a student does
not reduce the 14-day quarantine period.
6) NYC Test + Trace Corps will interview the case and school
administration to establish if there were any other
additional close contacts.

One
Confirmed
Case

7) NYC Test + Trace Corps will interview staff members to
verify levels of contact with the confirmed case.
8) If a staff member is deemed NOT a close contact, then the
staff member can opt to return to school. If a staff member
is considered a close contact, then the staff member is
required to complete the 14-day quarantine.

9) The school must communicate to all families and students
at school when a case is confirmed by DOHMH
o Families of students who are confirmed close contacts of
the positive case must receive a letter stating that their
child has been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive
individual; quarantine for 14 days;
o Families of students who are not considered close contacts
must receive a letter stating that there was a confirmed
case of COVID-19 at the school but that their child is not
considered a close contact therefore there is no need to
quarantine.

Two or
more
Confirmed
Cases

1) If two or more confirmed cases present within seven days of
each other, NYC Test + Trace Corps and DOHMH begins
investigation immediately and makes every attempt to
conclude the investigation within 24 hours.
2) DOHMH will notify the principal and Central DOE of
confirmed case.
3) Principal notifies Building Response Team, superintendent,
and informs affected teacher(s).
4) Building Response Team notifies Borough Safety Director.

Two or
more
Confirmed
Cases

5) During the NYC Test + Trace Corps and DOHMH
investigation:
• Two or more confirmed cases within the same class
triggers a classroom quarantine but the schools stay open.

• Two or more confirmed cases within the same school
triggers classroom quarantines and school is closed for a
minimum of 24 hours while the NYC Test + Trace Corps
and DOHMH investigation is underway.
• NYC Test + Trace Corps and DOHMH must determine by
6:00 pm whether the school needs to remain closed
beyond the minimum 24 hours in order to reach the
conclusion of the investigation.

Two or
more
Confirmed
Cases

6) Once the NYC Test + Trace Corps and DOHMH investigation
is complete:
• NYC Test + Trace Corps and DOHMH investigations will
results in one of the below conclusions (see table).
• NYC Test + Trace Corps makes recommendation to NYC
& DOE on the closure of classroom(s) and/or school as
well as the duration of closure.
• Central DOE informs principal and superintendent and
communicates closure decision to school community.
• School moves immediately to remote learning mode
during temporary closure.

• Students on split schedules return for in-person learning
on the next assigned day following reopening.
• Any exposed contacts will be directed to COVID-19
testing resources.

Investigation Conclusions:

Investigation Conclusions:

Stay Safe!

