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The Ram’s Ramble
2017 - 2018 Spanish Exchange Program Trip
By Carolina Deus
During the present school year, nineteen students from Port Chester Middle School participated
in an exchange program with IES Gerardo Diego, a middle school from Pozuelo de Alarcón, a town about
ten miles from Madrid, Spain. This was an amazing experience. In March and during a week, the students
from IES Gerardo Diego came to Port Chester. These students from Spain stayed at the homes of the
PCMS students who participated in the exchange program. The students from Spain and PCMS
participated in numerous field trips during their stay to learn about New York City and the Port Chester
community. The Spanish students learned a lot while they were here, and got the chance to experience
our school while they were in the United States. “This week was so much fun! I don’t want them to leave,
”students from PCMS said. Everyone had tons of fun on all of the trips related to the exchange program.
During that week we made new friendships. Two months later, in May, the students from PCMS traveled
for one week to Spain. We were very excited to see our friends from Spain. We were looking forward to
seeing and hug them! That week in Spain was very special with a lot of fun. In Spain we visited four
nteresting cities: Madrid, Alcalá de Henares, Toledo and Segovia.
Continued on the next page….
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2017 - 2018 Spanish Exchange Program Trip (continued)
By Carolina Deus
Some PCMS students were nervous because it was their first time on an airplane, or leaving the country. As soon as we
reached Madrid everybody was very excited. The children from Gerardo Diego and Port Chester Middle School met again in a
completely different atmosphere. The PCMS students met their host Spanish family that they were going to stay with, and settled
in. That day, the students from Port Chester and IES Gerardo Diego school headed over to the Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu
Stadium. We visited the world’s most famous soccer stadium and walked around before heading to the host family’s house.
During the next few days we participated in numerous and exciting field trips, which made the kids tired, but happy. We
got to see many interesting monuments in Segovia, Toledo, Madrid and Alcalá de Henares and had the chance to experience a day
in school in Spain. The week flew by! “We didn’t want to leave!” said the kids from PCMS. We learned a ton about the culture and
language from Spain. We learned about the food, family, clothing and traditional festivities. We had to adapt to the time, and culture
in Spain. There was a lot to learn. We did learn a lot of different things we did not know about Spain and still had time to enjoy
ourselves.
After that outstanding week in Spain, all of the students and chaperones had to leave, sadly. Overall, everybody had a
great stay in Spain and lots of fun. The teachers and kids loved the exchange program and wish it could have been for longer time.
Everyone learned a lot from this trip and had lots of fun. A huge thank you to Mr. Guijarro, Ms. Martinez, Ms. Garguilo, and Mr.
Gryzlo for taking us on this trip!!
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Reading Rookies Book Club By Lennon Anderson
The Reading Rookies Book Club was inspired by the love of reading. The members wanted to share their
knowledge and inspire students to love reading as much as they do. They wanted to share the message that
reading doesn’t have to be assigned; it can just be for fun. So we all went to King street school and spoke to
3rd graders about what they have learned, how to start a book club, and the importance of reading.
Afterwards, we visited some very special kids in the Del Bianco Academy. We shared a fun activity called the
“Ball About Me” and included information about themselves and about reading. We would love to go and visit
again because they learned a lot and it was a great learning experience for everyone !

Autism Awareness at PCMS
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April was Autism Awareness month, and Port Chester Middle
School raised $1,483.00 for the Autism Speaks foundation led by
Mrs. Magnotta’s class. Her students created a video to raise
awareness about Autism, made morning announcements, and led
a fundraiser where students paid $2 to wear a hat for a day to
support Autism. Mrs. Silverman also helped lead an iPad raffle to
support Autism Awareness.

How a Kamehameha Works by Christian Pineda

For all you dragon ball fans out there who wonder how the notorious kamehameha works — today’s your lucky day. Today we will
be explaining the science behind the blast of light.
First we have to identify the closest substance on what this light could be. The closest thing
this light could be is a highly concentrated amount of plasma. All of this information is from a youtube channel treesicle that
shows us plasma clashing with one another. Basically we would have to create a lot of plasma but how would we do that? Second
we have to find out how to make plasma. Plasma is the 4th state of matter so it’s heated up gas. We would have to make a lot of
gas and heat it up extremely hot. Next up we have to find out how to make heated gas not fly everywhere, and that at the moment,
is not possible. However, if scientists make special gloves it might be. Last thing, we can’t use this technology for bad. We should
only use it for good because if it gets into the wrong hands it could be deadly. That's all I have. Thank you for reading
and remember Ka-me-ha-me-HA!!!!!!!!!!!

Seventh grade PCMS students
designed containers to protect
an egg from a two story drop.
They were only allowed to use
three different materials in
their designs. Congratulations
to all the egg survivors!

Washington Park held their egg
drop on Monday May 21st,
Lifesavers will have their egg
drop on June 5th, and
Columbus Park on June 6th.

The Beautiful Me Program
This year, guidance counselor Ms. Smook, and teachers Ms.
Florindi and Mrs. Hohman led two sessions of the Beautiful
Me program for over 30 Port Chester Middle School girls.
Beautiful Me is a self-esteem program designed specifically
for girls that was created by the Hance Family Foundation
in honor of their three daughters, Emma, Aly, and Katie.
The program includes activities that help young ladies
recognize inner and outer qualities that make them
beautiful, teach them to have confidence in themselves, and
practice giving and accepting compliments. All the girls
who participated had a wonderful experience, and even
made some new friends!
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT PCMS!!!
•

7th Grade Lake Compounce Trip— June 7th

•

8th Grade Holiday Hill Trip— June 8th

•

8th Grade Graduation Ceremonies
- Edgeland & DelBianco Academy — June 19th
- Sawpit Academy— June 20th
- Waterfront Academy - June 21st

•

Last Day of School—June 22nd
- Noon Dismissal
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