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A Test That Will Decide The Next
Four Years Of 8th Graders’ Lives
by Yusra Alamari 8 -508

PS 83 Shines In Math
League Competition

by Dawoud Chaudhary
and Jon Bucaj 6-308
The Specialized High Schools Admissions Test, also
Class 6-308 went to a Math League Competition
known as the SHSAT, is a test that students who want to
at
MS101
on Lafayette Avenue in the Bronx. The
be placed in one of the eight specialized high schools
competition
took place on October 21, 2019. Math
take. Schools include Bronx Science, Brooklyn Latin,
League
is
an
enrichment competition for different
High School for Math Science and Engineering at City
grades and schools to compete for awards and
College, High School of American Studies at Lehman
recognition. Class 601 was competing in the contest.
College, Staten Island Tech, Stuyvesant, and Queens
Dawoud Choudhary placed first and Davin Li finHigh School of Science at York College. The students’
ished in fourth place.
grades on the SHSAT determine their future, whether
Their math teacher, Ms. Gugleilmo and, Middle
they will spend it in a specialized high school or a public School Math Staff Developer, Ms. Salerno, wanted
high school. Most seventh grade students spend their
6-308 to participate because they saw it as a good
summer and early fall studying for the test whether it’s by opportunity for the students to experience a high
attending summer programs that have prepared for the
level of competition. Since it was a middle school
test or online practice tests. Moreover, some schools have competition, seventh and eighth grade students also
after-school programs which give students more help to
competed. Being able to play against older students
prepare for the test. Students study hard because they
was also a good experience for the sixth grade honknow that they’ll be competing against students from all
ors class.
The class took a bus from PS 83. When they got
over New York City. According to the website, (https://
there,
the class was greeted by the staff and then led
insideschools.org/insidetools/shsat), it states that each
year more than 25,000 students take the SHSAT to vie for to the auditorium. After what was about thirty
minutes, the students were led into the cafeteria
roughly 5,000 seats.
where they started. In the cafeteria, each person took
To be able to finish the test on time, students need to
get used to the structure of the test. In the past two years, a seat with another random person. Two people
enormous changes have occurred. Unlike previous years’ were designated to be at each table with a proctor
SHSAT exams, where the Reading Comprehension texts overseeing every move of the children. Each student
got a sheet of 9 QR codes that were to be put on
were all non-fiction, informational texts, fiction texts
every sheet instead of filling out information by
have been included. Moreover, in recent years, the exam
included twenty field-test questions that would randomly hand. Each student also had got a calculator to use
that was brought from the school. During the first
be selected for omission from the students' score (ten
test of thirty questions called the sprint round, there
ELA and ten Math).
were no calculators allowed. After the sprint round,
The test is divided into two sections, ELA and Math.
the competitors had got a six-minute break and then
It’s based on 114 questions. The SHSAT is different from the target rounds began. The target rounds were
other tests because it’s timed. According to the Kaplan
each two questions for every piece of paper, and
book, it mentioned that a student should be able to finish there were five target rounds. After the sprint round,
each section in one hour and thirty minutes. This indicalculators were allowed and could be used for a
cates that it should take one minute and thirty seconds per problem but it was optional. A twenty-minute break
question, without including the article that they expect
was also administered after the five target rounds.
students to read in three minutes. Students can’t use calAfter these target rounds, a break was given and
culators during the math section.
then the team round came on. People were split into
There are things that pupils need to have during the
groups of four to work on ten questions. Then after
the team round finished, there was another break
testing date. The test ticket is very important in order to
take the test. If students don’t have a ticket, they will not while the grades get counted. Shortly after, four students who did exceptionally well got to partake in a
be able to take the test. PS 83 students receive their tickets a week before the exam. Also, it is important to bring lightning round. The winner from MS 101 got a
huge trophy.
a watch to keep track of time. However, it’s not allowed
After this, the results were announced for sixth,
to have a smartwatch like an Apple watch. Furthermore, a
seventh,
and eighth grade from fifth place to first
student needs an ID card, for example, a library card, and
place.
At
fourth place, PS 83’s Davin Li was given
a snack to be able to eat before the test.
his
trophy
and had his picture taken. After this, it
PS 83 held the SHSAT test in the school. So students
seemed
as
if the match was over. When first place
in PS 83 who were taking the test didn’t have to worry
was
revealed,
the winner was Dawoud Chaudhary,
about going to a specialized high school to take the test.
one of the reporters for this article. Leaving the
They took it in their own school which, hopefully, made
building, the team felt it had accomplished what it
them less anxious. Students will find out whether or not
set out to do.
they got accepted to a specialized high school in March.
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Political Correctness
A Compromise or A Concern?
Has It Gone Too Far?

Mr. Muccino’s Corner

The Bulldog Bucks Initiative
by Aaron Dreshaj 8-509
Principal Brandon Muccino instituted the Bulldogs
Initiative in 2015. He believed that it would increase
good behavior throughout the school. The initiative is
based on Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports
(PBIS). Understood.org states, “PBIS is an approach
schools can use to improve school safety and promote
positive behavior”. PBIS uses a reward system to encourage students to do good deeds. A young person who
might be struggling with his/her self-control can receive
a reward for any good deed done. Instead of “traditional
discipline”, PBIS wants to resolve minor issues in order
to prevent bigger problems.
PS 83 has undertaken this strategy because of its recent success. The reward system in PS 83 is known as
Bulldog Bucks. All staff and faculty are given Bulldog
Bucks to give to students showing signs of good behavior. They can use these Bulldog Bucks to purchase
something in the Bulldog Store. Principal Muccino
would buy the prizes for the Bulldog Store. Then, the
deans would decide the prices. Principal Muccino
thought it was a great way to promote good behavior.
(cont’d. on pg. 6, col. 1)

by Christopher Santiago 8-509
As a forewarning, I must state that topics discussed in this article may be offensive to certain
readers so if you are someone easily offended,
read no more and skip this article. I would also
like to state that a warning was in fact given so, I,
as an author, should not receive backlash concerning the opinion that this article is offensive to
some. I am writing solely for the purpose of stating my opinion, not to offend anyone or any
group specifically. Thank you and enjoy!
Political correctness is a heavily-debated topic
in politics today. What’s debated specifically is
how it has gone too far. Many people today fear
that the world has become resentful, or easily offended by actions or words that were accepted by
society some 10-20 years ago. For starters, Political Correctness is defined by Merriam Websters
as, “Conforming to a belief that language and
practices which could offend political sensibilities
(as in matters of sex or race) should be eliminated”, in simpler terms, words or actions that offend
people or things that should be forgotten.
Examples of extreme political correctness can
be found simply by walking down a city street. I
am, of course, referring to manholes. According
to an article written by Curbed San Francisco, on
July 16, 2019, the Berkeley City Council voted
that the word “manhole” should henceforth be
known as “maintenance hole” in order to gender
neutralize the word. I am aware that gender identification is a very touchy subject and it can be hard
for many to identify to a specific gender, however, gender neutralizing a word that describes, quite
literally, a sewer hole in the ground is unnecessary. Early this week, I was informed by administrators that the NYCDOE reported that the children’s game, “Rock, paper, scissors”, should be
worded as “Rock, paper, scissors, say show” because “Rock, paper, scissors, says shoot” promotes violence. Yes, I do agree that keeping children away from violence is good for their mental
state however, altering the words in a five-word
game is a bit of a stretch.
(cont’d. on pg. 10, col. 2)

Where’s The Soap?
by Madison Ravenell 8-509
Starting last year, there seemed to have been more
of an emphasis on hygiene in this school than in previous
years. At the start of the 2018-2019 school year, a new
class, Health, was put into every class’s schedule in the
seventh and eighth grade. This class was started to instill
the importance of different aspects of health into the
minds of students. Despite all this, the school still doesn’t
always put soap in the bathrooms.
Every year on our supply list we are asked to bring in
soap. Why are people being asked to spend money on
items that aren’t being put to use? While I know some
seventh and eighth-grade classrooms do have sinks, I’m
pretty sure they aren’t used as much as the bathroom
sinks. I shouldn’t have to go out and buy more soap to
keep in my bag every time I use the bathroom. We should
already have soap in the bathroom because it’s a necessity.
Not only is it an inconvenience to not have soap in the
bathroom, but it’s also a risk for everyone to be sick. It’s
the time of year again when it starts to get colder out and
many people start to catch sicknesses such as the flu and a
cold. If anyone with a cold or the flu doesn’t wash his or
her hands and then continues to touch things like stair railings, anyone who touches that afterward can receive those
germs and pass them on to others, causing everybody to
be sick. The fastest and easiest way to prevent this is by
putting soap in the bathrooms.
Hygiene is very important. Without it, we’d all be sick
all the time. The root of sicknesses such as the flu and
colds can all start from one person not having clean hands.
Even though we can’t actually see them, there are germs
on our hands most of the time and we don’t even realize it.
Soap is essential to using the bathroom.
If you wish to express your opinion in response to
anything you read in The Barking News, write an
email to Ms. Collins (lcollins@ps83.org). Include
your name and class and be respectful, thank you.
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Surprising Change
In Science Fair Future

Private Vs Public
Which Fits Best?

by Sophia Verdeflor 7-409

by Maysoon Reda 7-409

Science fair projects have been practiced in
schools for about seventy-seven years, and today,
parents and teachers debate whether the competition is fair or not. Even some students dread doing
the work or presenting their project in front of a
class they haven’t bonded with enough, and work
hard to create a first impression. PS 83 has always
held science fairs for families to view the science
projects that their kids made. This year, though, PS
83 is trying out something different. This year
there will be a STEAM fair.
As many know, STEM is the acronym for science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics, referring to a curriculum focusing on those
subjects. It teaches these subjects blended into one
rather than standing independently. Programs have
been around to teach kids the skills they need to
know to excel and gain a career in those fields. Recently, STEAM-based projects have been popping
up in schools, including 83. In working on these
projects, classes work collaboratively with their
teachers in order to complete the project. This can
lead to forming better bonds with the teacher and
classmates, which could be better for future group
projects and productivity moving forward in the
year. Also, STEAM projects are done mostly in
class. This is relieves the studentsof some stress
that comes with a science project and helps them
prioritize homework, leaving most of the worries
of their project in school. It’s also less work in
bringing the science board and demo experiment
up the stairs with the heavy school bags.
STEAM projects are also based on real world
problem-solving and exploring. Students can go in
depth with their problem and figure out multiple
solutions and explanations, in which the problems
are usually worth exploring for them. There are no
deadlines for the students for each step of their project and they aren’t limited to specific steps, either.
The presentations created are in different media
like digital, poster, or demonstrations. It isn’t as
competitive as science fairs and it can be described
as a celebration, which is better for the student in
celebrating hard work as opposed to feeling bad
about not even placing in the class leaderboard.
When that happens, to some students, everything
might just feel like a waste of products and money
and dispose of their project as if it never existed.
Convinced yet? This year’s STEAM fair might
be something to look forward to. It benefits kids
who struggle in presenting their project, kids who
are pressed for time or piled with assignments from
their teachers. It would be a good experience to test
the waters in the STEM field and address realworld situations, which is a lot better than an experiment with specific steps and one result. It
might just be a change for the better.

Are your parents making you go to private school?
You might want to know the positives and negatives of
going to the school and whether this is the right choice
for you before you go. When thinking about going to a
private or public schools there are many factors to consider. Remember to choose carefully and think about
which one will benefit you the most.
Choosing which high school can determine the careers that you might choose as you get older. Therefore, picking the best school with good qualities is really important. Choosing whether or not to go to a public or private school can depend on many things. One
of these things could be whether the family is earning
enough to send their children to private school or not
and whether you want to go to a private school or
would rather a public school. When thinking about a
private school, parents and students do not need to
worry about going to a far distance because they're
available public high schools in every district or zone.
It depends on which one a student would rather go to.
This can be helpful for parents who don't have the time
to drive far and drop their offspring to school and pick
them up again everyday, that is unless students are able
to ride on public transportation. Another benefit of
public high schools is that one will not have to pay for
anything since the schools are funded by tax revenues.
A child will get a good education and learn as much as
he/she would in any other school for free. A pupil can
consider the population of the school as another benefit. There are a wide variety of children coming from
different backgrounds and the students will have a
chance to learn more about different cultures in a diverse environment. Lastly, a fourth benefit of public
schools is the standard learning curriculum. The main
subjects such as English or math get a great deal of
emphasis and often use very modern ways to teach
these subjects.
Going to private schools can also have many benefits and opportunities for students. They encourage
many parents to be involved in their children's academic progress, which is a good opportunity for parents to
follow the things you learn in school and help you if
there's anything you may not understand. Another benefit is the smaller classroom sizes. As opposed to public school, the classrooms in private schools and much
smaller which helps teachers have more one on one
time with students, to see how their doing, help them,
or explain something to them. The third benefit is the
advanced curriculums and education that children can
get in a private school. Some of the programs that one
may find in private schools, may not be found at most
public schools, which is why students will develop
more skills than other kids from other schools may not
learn.
Overall, it is a family determination whether a student attends private or public schools. But before the
group makes the decision, it is best to get as much information on each of the choices. The impact of this
outcome will certainly have long-lasting implications.
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US Postpones
New $20 Bill Design
Tubman Left Out/
Jackson Still In

History of Hispanic Heritage
by Leilani Sanchez 8-509

by Samya Nili Abdul 8-509
August 17, 1988 - this day made history as being
when Hispanic Americans finally got their own
month to be appreciated. Other ethnicities have their
own holiday or month to celebrate them and it was
about time for Hispanics to get their own.
The reason for Hispanic Heritage Month being
from September 15th to October 15th is due to the
independence of Hispanic countries. In 1968, Mr.
Lyndon Johnson approved of Hispanic Heritage
Week. Later, in 1988, President Ronald Reagan expanded the celebration of Hispanics to a full month.
On August 17, 1988, this was enacted into law. On
September 15, 1821, five Hispanic countries declared independence. These countries included Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Some other countries that declared independence included Mexico on September 16, Chile
on September 18, and Belize on September 21,
1821. Part of the reason Hispanic Heritage Month
was enacted was to celebrate the growth, culture,
and vitality, or strength, of these countries.
This month also highlights the accomplishments
of Hispanic people. Some notable Hispanics to be
celebrated include Mr. Octaviano Larrazolo, a United States Senator; Ms. Nydia Velazquez, a congresswoman native to Puerto Rico; Ms. Jennifer Lopez, a
singer; Mr. Marco Muniz, otherwise known as Marc
Anthony, a famous Puerto Rican singer; and Hector
P. Garcia, a physician. Other notable Hispanics
could be the ones in one’s life that inspire ones personally, for example, a teacher or a parents’ friend.
Though Hispanic Heritage month is officially
from September 15 to October 15, every day can be
used to celebrate a Hispanic in a person’s life. In
fact, people in this country can celebrate any ethnicity, any day.

People around the world all know Harriet Tubman
as the inspirational female African- American slave
abolitionist and suffragist who led people through the
Underground Railroad. Today, her story continues to
influence people of all genders, races, and ages. To
honor Ms. Tubman, the United States Treasury Department wanted to put her image on the $20 bill in
2020, which happens to be the 19th Amendment’s
100th year anniversary.
The 19th Amendment gave men and women equal
rights to vote. In 2016 during Obama’s presidency,
Jacob Lew, who was the Treasury Secretary at the
time had the idea to put the face of Harriet Tubman on
the $20 bill to replace former United States President
Andrew Jackson. Recently the United States’s new
Treasury Secretary says that the new $20 bill design
will be postponed until 2028 because of
"counterfeiting issues". Many believe otherwise and
blame it mainly on racism and sexism, especially because a new design for the $5 bill and the $10 bill are
coming out before the $20 bill’s design.
President Trump has stated a new design would just
be “pure political correctness” because he believes the
new design shouldn’t have happened in the first place,
and that people are only doing it to make AfricanAmerican women happy. He suggested Ms. Tubman,
the first woman of color that would ever be represented on United States currency, should be put on the
rarely-used $2 bill instead. Not putting a positive figure, unlike President Jackson who was a known slave
owner, tells women, girls, and people of color that
they are insignificant. It seems Hollywood knows better than the federal government not to kick Ms. Tubman to the curb with their new movie Harriet that
came out this fall.

Heads up! Something Uncommon Is Happening
The President Is Being Impeached
by Enola Brahaj 8-509

The impeachment process was first created as part of the country’s Constitution. And although
it has been part of government for more than two centuries, only two United States Presidents have ever been
impeached. - Bill Clinton and Andrew Johnson. Neither was removed from office. President Nixon decided
to resign before he was forced to leave the Presidency. So it is very historical to see that another United States
President that is Donald Trump might be impeached.
Impeachment is “the process by which a legislature brings charges against a civil officer of government
for crimes alleged to have been committed it means to bring accusations against someone in office. And that
someone is Donald Trump. So what did Trump do? He, according to reports, pressured the Ukraine government into looking for harmful and shocking information about Joe Biden, who is currently leading the race
against Trump for next year's presidential election.
There are seven steps to impeaching the President. The first step is when an independent council or Justice Department investigates the charges that are presented to them by House Judiciary Committee. Next the
House Judiciary Committee (HJC) reviews the evidence. After that, what happens is that the HJC starts to
draft articles of impeachment. Next is step four, and that is when the HJC debates the articles of impeachment
that they wrote. After that, the entire House of Representatives debates on the articles then they vote and the
majority wins. If the majority votes on impeaching Donald Trump, then President Trump is considered impeached. What happens next is that the Senate holds a trial to determine whether the President should be
kicked out of office or not. Then if two-thirds of the Senate vote against the President then he or she will be
removed from office. "The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the United States, shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Thus, the operative legal standard to apply to an impeachment of a sitting President is "treason,
bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors."
(cont’d. on pg. 6, col. 2)
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Should College Athletes
Be Paid Or Not?
by Ethan Peiris 8-509
College athletics are popular in the United States.
Almost thirty-one million people attended college
sports events in 2017.The NCAA made over one billion dollars in revenue in 2017. According to the New
York Times, “ Much of that money is returned to
member schools which use it to fund their sports programs, pay their coaches and administrators, as well as
provide scholarships and supplementary academic assistance for student athletes. The athletes themselves
are compensated only in financial aid and are forbidden to be paid in exchange for the use of their name,
image or likeness.”
However the playing field has changed. On September 27, 2019, California Governor Gavin Newsom
signed the Fair Pay to Play Act which was sponsored
by State Senator Nancy Skinner, D-Berkeley, and
Senator Steve Bradford, D-Gardena. This allows “all
student athletes enrolled in public and private fouryear colleges and universities in California will be
able to earn money from endorsements, sponsorship
deals, and any other activities related to their athletic
skills, starting in 2023.”, according to Senate.Ca.Gov.
There are many different opinions on whether college
athletes should be paid or not. I believe that college
athletes should be paid. They run the risk of getting
injured which can affect how much money they can
make after college and they are the reason why their
colleges are getting money from sporting events.
If a player gets injured, a person could suffer a career-ending injury or an injury that will hurt their draft
stock. Both are serious and could cost the players millions of dollars. For example, Brice Love a college
football player on the University of Stanford team
faced a similar situation. After collecting the Doak
Walker & Lombardi awards, Pac-12 Offensive Player
of the Year, unanimous All-American honors, and a
Heisman Trophy runner-up nod, Mr. Love had the opportunity to be a top pick in the NFL draft. However,
injuries affected that His draft stock fell and ended up
being picked in the 4th round.This resulted in him losing millions of dollars. College athletes should be
paid because they run the risk of being injured.
Additionally, college athletes should be paid because they are the reason why colleges are making a
great deal of money. According to Citadel.edu, “The
National College Athletic Association (NCAA) reported that over one billion dollars worth of football
tickets were sold between September 2016 and August
of 2017 alone. ”People will only buy tickets if the
product they are watching is good. The players on the
team have a direct impact on the product of the
game.When the product is good, more people will buy
tickets.So they are a key part of the money being
made by the university 's. Future the source mentioned “Twenty-four teams in at Universities in the
United States can produce $100 million per season to
their athletic department.”As seen a University can get
over 100 million dollars per season from its football
team. This shows that players have an impact on the
money the universities are making and deserve some
of it.
All in all, I believe that college athletes should be
paid. They run the risk of getting injured which can
affect how much money they can make after college
and they are the reason why their colleges are getting
money. States around the United States should approve acts similar to the Fair Pay to Play Act Of Cali-

Volleyball
LET’S GO B-U-L-L-D-O-G-S!
by Ema Redzematovic 8-508
BUMP, SET, SPIKE! These three words can best
describe what the three main steps are in volleyball.
Volleyball brings spirit to those who play it and those
who watch this thrilling game. It is a universal sport
that can bring people together. PS 83 does exactly
this. There are twenty-two girls on the school volleyball team. The PS 83 staff tries to ensure that everyone tries out for a competitive sport so that they can
have the experience of a lifetime.
When I first tried out for the team, I was in sixth
grade, but I wasn’t able to attend because most of the
games were on Saturday. But then in the seventh
grade, I wasn’t as busy, so I was willing to put in all
the work and become dedicated to playing this amazing sport because I realized that volleyball was my
passion. Our team does their best during games and it
is very exciting when we actually go against other
teams. The coaches are Mrs.Versaci and Ms. Arjeta.
They are true professionals when it comes to volleyball. They make sure that the players get enough exercise and that they eat healthy.
The girl’s volleyball team is like my second family. We all care for each other, and we make sure that
no one is being left out, or bullied. Since they are all
really close friends, they have a great deal of team
chemistry. During a game, we always cheer each other on because that gives everyone confidence. The
volleyball season has just begun. Last year in 2018,
we lost the championship because all the girls were
extremely exhausted. It was a terrible moment for us
as a team, but we knew that, at least, we tried our best.
The team had a scheduled game on October 28,
2019. The girls realized they had to work really hard
to compete against Columbus High School. The girls
knew that Columbus was way better than them, but
they had a lot of confidence. Although the game did
not take place, the
Our coaches made sure that we improved every
week. Mr. Thadeous, one of the former coaches,
would always push the players to do their best. He
once said, “Team chemistry is the most important aspect of volleyball”.
Moreover, volleyball helps with academic performance because when a student is active that lowers
his/her stress level. It also helps young people develop
an understanding of what working is. Autumn Muniź
in Class 8-509 has said, “Volleyball is a sport that
teaches you to love yourself, push your teammates,
and stay determined when in sight of failure.” She is
one of the captains of the team, and she has not only
helped us as a team, but she has helped us achieve
many goals that have prepared us for the next steps in
the future. Ishinay Lennon, in Class 8513 commented. “The commitment in new teammates
eventually becomes like a family.”
PS 83 has many other sport activities such as boys
and girls basketball, softball, football, soccer, and table tennis. Every sport practice takes two to three days
out of the week. The New York Edge program provides many activities and opportunities that everyone
can take advantage of.
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Mexican People Saving Turtles
by Jocelin Juarez Martinez 6-308
On the Earth, much of the turtle population is going
down to dangerous levels. In the article, “Saving Mexico’s Endangered Turtles”, it states that in Mexico people are helping to save the population by hatching turtles and then releasing them into the wild. Mexicans
have had a dark past of killing turtles for their eggs,
meat, skin, and shells. Now there is a law that prevents
people from killing them. They want to do the world a
favor by helping the turtle population grow and be
strong to try to make up for its dark past.
It will also be a benefit to Mexico because it is believed that such effort will help tourism because of the
interest that many people have about these sea turtles.
For example, Olive Ridley turtles in Mexico are endangered. When people learn facts about these turtles,
they often become involved in saving them from extinction. Some facts about the Olive Ridley are that
they mate in the ocean. These turtles take forty-five
days to hatch and hatch all year round. These little turtles are the most abundant sea turtle species largely due
to their mass nesting aggregations in Mexico, India,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica.
There are many places to go in Mexico to save turtles. These places are called hotspots. There are
beaches in the Yucatan Peninsula and in Cancun where
the laid eggs are incubated, watched while they hatch,
and then brought safely back to the ocean.
Sea turtles have been getting a great deal of interest
and the main reason is that their habits play a vital role
in maintaining the health of the ocean.
Anyone interested in getting involved. The organization SEE Turtles which began in 2008 and based in
Oregon is sponsoring a Billion Baby Turtles program.

Bulldog Bucks (cont’d. from pg. 2, col. 2)
In the opinion of this reporter, in 2019, the Bulldog
Bucks initiative isn’t working so well. Teachers and students seem to have forgotten about Bulldog Bucks. Staff
and faculty aren’t giving Bulldog Bucks out so students
rarely go to the Bulldog Store. Students have also said
that the Bulldog Store often doesn’t have anything interesting for them to choose. When bringing up this problem
to Mr. Muccino, he said that he will try his best to make
sure staff and faculty are handing Bulldog Bucks for any
type of good behavior. He is also thinking of asking Student Council to start a survey. The survey will be about
what they want in the Bulldog Store. If the Bulldog Store
has things that interest the students, then they will try to
get Bulldog Bucks. This initiative will only work if everyone is willing to play.

Time Running Out As
Scientists Strive To Save
The Northern White Rhino
by Dawoud Chaudhary 6-308
There are only three northern white rhinos left in
the world, one male and two females. They are protected by an armed guard in Ol Pejeta Conservancy
in Kenya. The reason for this decline is poaching.
In colonial times, the rhinos were hunted for their
horns. The population has recovered from this and
reached its peak in the 1960’s. After that, poachers
slowly hunted them. In the twentieth century, things
started to get tense. Hard to believe, 1,000 were
killed just last year. As a result, the population has
declined until there are just three.
In the conservancy, there are three rhinos, the
only three. The rhino’s ages make them far ahead
past the point of reproduction. Their names are Sudan (male), Fatu, and Najn. Sudan is suffering from
an infection in his back right leg. Medicine isn’t
working for this specific infection. The people taking care of him considered euthanasia. If he dies,
only two will remain. And so they did euthanasia,
he shoudn’t have to suffer. They thought there was
no hope, the northern white rhino left behind.
Until…according to National Geographic and
Time Magazine they came up with the idea to create embryos in a lab. The people working there
went with this plan. They hoped to create 5 new
rhinos, basically a herd. Doing this could take decades for only 5. Their plan was to use cells from the
dead male white rhino, and the surrogate mother
will be a southern white rhino. They used this specific rhino because it is a close relative. After almost a year of working non-stop we got the final
news.
On September 12, 2019, on a normal Wednesday, it was announced they had created one embryo. The transferring had worked successfully and
they will be brought back from extinction once the
surrogate mother gives birth! This amazing creature
will live to see another day.
There is more information on this subject at the
following websites:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
news/2018/03/northern-white-rhino-endangeredspecies-spd/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
news/2013/2/130227-rhino-horns-poaching-southafrica-iucn/
The President Is Being Impeached
(cont’d. from pg. 4)
Obviously, the impeachment process is a large
and complicated process which could take up to
the 2020 election to be over. Ms. Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, first
announced to launch an impeachment inquiry on
Donald Trump on September 22, 2019. As for
today, Mr Trump is only on step two of the impeachment inquiry/process which comes to shows
just how long the process is.
In brief, whether you support Donald Trump
or not it is pretty fascinating to hear about a President being impeached especially if only two
have ever been impeached in all of the American
history.

Behind the Book Teachers Tackle Issue of Works by
Authors Implicated In #Me Too Movement
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by Anatoli Velikov 8-509
A year ago last month, sexual assault allegations against Mr. Harvey Weinstein drastically altered the
landscape around how sexual misconduct is perceived, sending the #MeToo hashtag viral and, in turn, triggering an avalanche of accusations against powerful men. It wasn’t long before #MeToo wasn’t just a turn of
phrase- it was a movement. Among those accused are various prominent authors who vastly shaped literature. But even with their contributions to the literary world, English teachers are facing a dilemma- should
these authors proceed to be taught in the classroom? Ms. Hope Teague-Bowling, an English teacher at Lincoln High School in Tacoma says, “Teachers are facing this idea of what am I going to teach and how do I
wrestle with these new developments in terms of what somebody who’s creating great art is producing, at the
same time, do we really want to put them in front of kids? Is this really safe for students to encounter? How
are we going to talk about those difficult things?”
For Ms. Martina Myers, a high school English teacher on the Navajo reservation in Arizona, Sherman
Alexie’s novel, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian seemed too good to be true: funny, wellcrafted and focused on Native American youth. And truly his work has resonated with students- who can relate to his youth as an outsider in an all-white school, growing up in poverty with alcoholic parents. It also
offers non-Native people a window into life on an Indian reservation, as well as an example for Native youth
who are eager to see people like them reflected in books they read. Her students at Piñon High School, many
of whom struggled with substance abuse and mental illness, took to it immediately. They wrote poems in response, on Native pride, addiction, self-acceptance and suicide attempts.
Later that year, Ms. Myers learned of the allegations of sexual harassment against Mr. Alexie, who issued
a statement admitting he had “harmed other people”, and said, “there are women telling the truth about my
behavior” and that he’s made “poor decisions.” But he said he has no recollection of physically or verbally
threatening anyone or their careers. The National Public Radio, NPR, reported that ten women had come forward alleging that Mr. Alexie used his power in the literary world to make unwelcome sexual advances and
“lure them into uncomfortable sexual situations.” She felt two waves of betrayal, first for her students and
then for herself, a survivor of abuse.
“When the #MeToo movement happened, I told my story,” Ms. Myers said. She knew some of her students, too, had experienced sexual assault. But she decided not to tell her class about the accusations against
Mr. Alexie, according to a New York Times article published in October of 2019. “They thought it was the
coolest thing in the world to have that role model; why take that away from them?”
Ms. Kathy Hanawalt, a teacher at Lincoln High School in Tacoma, took another approach. She told students that women have spoken out against Mr. Alexie, saying he used his power to pressure them into uncomfortable sexual situations. “So the question is this – does this matter?” she asked them in an interview with
KNKX, a local radio station. “Should schools still use Alexie’s texts?” And it could be seen that the issue did
not circulate among teachers only, as small groups students grappled with these conflicted issues. One young
man said his books should be read because he’s innocent until proven guilty. However, one young woman
said she thinks it’s disappointing because he’s become a role model, especially for Native kids. “But now, he
sexually harassed women and it brought that down,” she said. “And being a woman, I don’t like stuff that
happens like that because it just makes me extremely comfortable.”
Incorporating the allegations into a lesson is one approach. But what about teachers who decide to drop
Mr. Alexie from their syllabus? Is that censorship? Ms. Abena Hutchful with the National Coalition Against
Censorship said The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian has repeatedly wound up on the list of most
frequently challenged books because of its talk of masturbation and drug use. Her group has defended the
book. “Our role is just to ensure that no student is denied access to a resource or denied access to materials
just because of the viewpoints expressed in them,” Ms. Hutchful said.
But the coalition takes a more nuanced stance about teachers who want to replace their books by authors
facing #MeToo allegations, she said. If there's a thoughtful process of re-examining the curriculum and as
long as the school still has the books available if students want them, that's not censorship, she said
“We think that every school district should have discretion over what they teach and if they choose to
modify their curriculum to reflect other voices and to reflect new experiences, we encourage that,” she said.
Meanwhile, Ms. Savanah Lyon, a theater major at the University of California, San Diego who graduated
in June, racked up more than 20,000 signatures on a petition last year calling on her school to cancel its
longstanding “The Films of Woody Allen” course, after allegations that the filmmaker assaulted his adopted
daughter. (Mr. Allen has consistently denied the claims.)
For Ms. Lyon, the question of whether to stop studying the works seemed a no-brainer. But the school’s
academic senate rejected the petition in a statement, citing concerns about free speech. Canceling a course
because its materials are controversial or seen as morally problematic, the senate said, “would undermine
both the value of free inquiry and the associated rights of faculty to engage in such inquiry by choosing their
course content.”
Ms. Lyon was unmoved. “When you teach works like Woody Allen’s, you’re normalizing and romanticizing the culture of abuse he was part of,” she said, noting the parallels between accusations against Mr.
Allen and the relationships his characters have with younger women in films like “Manhattan.” “It’s not
censorship to be selective when you choose the art you teach.”
(cont’d. on pg. 8)
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Behind the Book Teachers Tackle Issue (cont’d. from pg. 8)
Educators say that their worries about curriculum changes are more complex than censorship, and
wonder whether some perspectives, especially those of authors of color, can be replaced.
“Some argue that tossing out works by men accused of abuse creates an opportunity to break up the
‘old white guys’ club that for too long defined school reading lists”, says the same New York Times article.
Ms. Amy Hungerford, dean of humanities at Yale, who previously taught “The History of the American Novel Since 1945,” began her course one semester with a question: “Who’s missing from the syllabus?” They eventually landed upon the work of David Foster Wallace, who had passed in 2008. Professor
Hungerford had decided after several years of teaching the course to remove Mr. Wallace’s works from
the syllabus. Her decision was shaped by several factors, she said, including stories of his abusive behavior toward women. The lesson once focused on Mr. Wallace now draws on the work of the graphic novelist Alison Bechdel.
“There’s always more to read than you can ever read, and when you’re thinking about the opportunity costs on a syllabus, that can certainly be a consideration,” Professor Hungerford said.
But others have stuck to their reading lists, sometimes even addressing the moral stakes of their decisions in class.
Ms. Emily Gowen, a literature instructor at Boston University, asked her freshmen to read Mr. Díaz’s
short story “The Cheater’s Guide to Love” alongside his essay in The New Yorker about being sexually
assaulted as a child. Then she asked whether it was appropriate for her to assign his work in light of the
accusations against him. What ensued, she said, was an “unbelievably provocative discussion.”
“I wanted them to feel entitled to question the syllabus, which is this thing students take for granted
as neutral even though it’s actually loaded,” Ms. Gowen said. “I wanted them to know that art is nuanced
and complex, and in any artist’s life there is going to be something objectionable, but that’s not an excuse to close ourselves off from engaging with the art.”
Ms. Abi Hulick, a sophomore at Boston University, said the conversation served to remind her that
the classroom is not a “vacuum” — it is an open environment, subject to all the forces of political and
social change. But she also said she might not have wanted to financially support Mr. Díaz by buying
his book, and was relieved when the teacher sent out a PDF.
Ms. Clare Hayes-Brady, a professor of American Literature at University College Dublin, teaches
Mr. Wallace’s work with reasoning similar to Ms. Gowen’s: No artist’s history, she said, is free of controversy. “Shakespeare abandoned his family. Norman Mailer stabbed his wife,” Ms. Hayes-Brady
said. “We don’t love the people we love because they’re morally virtuous.” She added, though, that
students who found Mr. Wallace’s work especially “triggering” were permitted to skip the class conversation on his work, or decline to read it.
Mr. Vinny Ramos-Niaves, a junior studying literature at Ball State University, initially questioned
his professor Jeff Spanke’s decision to assign a book by Mr. Alexie. But after a class conversation that
stretched late into the night, he changed his mind. “The more we talked about him, the more I realized
that the whole question of canceling books written by people who aren’t great is an important conversation to have,” Mr. Ramos-Niaves said. “We wouldn’t be able to have that conversation without understanding what the work was.
When staff of our very own The Barking News were interviewed on whether the books of authors accused should be featured in classrooms, their answers varied. Leilani Sanchez of Class 8-509 responded
by saying, “If the books were written and taught before they were accused, then yes. Before they did anything, they had no negative influence, meaning assault and harassment, in their writings so they’d be suitable to teach in the classroom.” Similarly, Christopher Santiago, in the same class, stated, “Well, I think
that no matter what they did now, their past works do not reflect the crimes they committed. TV channels
and streaming services still offer movies and shows with those accused, right? Why should this be any
different?” On the contrary, Classmate Samya Nili Abdul told me, “No they shouldn’t. People use to
look up to these authors, but now they are negative influences.”
In regards to my opinion, I believe that the works should remain present in learning environments. I
believe this largely due to the fact that the authors implicated are separate from the book itself, unless
their values and views are reflected in the book. Therefore, readers are able to make their own judgement
on the content they are absorbing. Each individual is able to make their personal decisions, and if the curriculum were to be altered, this right would be restricted. However, some may argue that if it is still
taught these allegations against the authors they are learning about could take away from the lesson and
evoke a different feeling in students.
For now, the outcome of this issue is indefinite, and so it is open to various interpretations one may
have. But this does not diminish from the urgency for action teachers are evoking, as this topic leaves an
imprint on adolescents and adults alike, and could significantly impact the future the kind of content represented in classrooms. How this situation is handled could determine the very foundations the lessons
that teachers teach, and it is crucial to understand the weight of matter.

Dragon Ball or Naruto
Which Anime Is Better?

The 100: TV Series
Unforgiving Drama

by Jun Qiang Lian 6-308

by Ketevan Zhgenti 7-409

When a person thinks about anime, he or she
probably thinks of popular anime like Dragon Ball
or Naruto. Naruto (2002) and Dragon Ball(1986)
are popular animes. There can be a debate on
which anime is better, Naruto or Dragon Ball?
Naruto came out in 2002. The author of the
Naruto franchise is Mr. Masashi Kishimoto.
Naruto was directed by Mr. Hayato Date and produced by Studio Pierrot and TV Tokyo. In the
Naruto franchise, Naruto wants to become the
hokage (president) of the village of Konohagakure.
His team members or characters were Sasuke
Uchiha and Sakura Haruno and were trained under
their sensei or teacher, Kakashi Hatake. They went
on and completed many missions together. Therefore, Naruto made many friends in his missions.
Lastly, Naruto achieved his dream of becoming the
hokage. There is a second season named Boruto:
Naruto Next Generations which was about
Naruto’s son.
The next anime is Dragon Ball. It came out in
1986. Mr. Akira Toriyama made the Dragon Ball
franchise. Dragon Ball was produced by Toei Animation and was premiered on Fuji Television on
February 26, 1986. The series first started on April
26, 1989. Dragon Ball was about an unnatural kid
named Goku. His birth name is Kakarot but named
him Goku after Gohan, his grandpa who found him
after Goku escaped the horrible destruction made
by Frieza on Planet Vegeta. Later in life, he discovered that he was one of the warrior race called
Saiyans. He defeated countless villains in the series
and made a lot of friends. Lastly, Goku was a great
kid and also very strong.
These animes are very interesting, but there is
one question, which anime is better? Naruto and
Dragon Ball was both about fighting. Dragon Ball
has fast fights which is very exciting. On the other
hand, Naruto is more about fighting with skills.
Although the debate is still on, there is really no
real answer on the debate because it is based on
everyone else’s opinion.

They’re Creepy, They’re Kooky
They’re Back on the Big Screen!
by Siobhan Rice 7-409
Imagine this: It’s a breezy Friday afternoon in the
fall of 1965. You just got home from school, and you
run to the living room to call your siblings down. You
and your brothers and sisters sit down on the floor
with some snacks and turn on the television, getting
ready to watch your favorite show. It has something
for everyone in your family. For your mom and dad
are two clever yet strange parents who enjoy keeping
family traditions alive. For you and your siblings are a
pair of siblings- a trouble-making older brother and a
peculiar but sweet-natured younger sister. And there's
also many odd backup characters, like the unusual
Uncle and mysterious butler. But what is this show
that your whole family is fascinated with anyways?
Let’s fast forward a few decades. Now it’s the
summer of 2019, and you’re scrolling through your
Instagram. Suddenly, you pass a movie trailer for a
show with a semi-familiar concept. There’s a big family, all with strange quirks and talents.
(cont’d. on pg. 9, col. 2)
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The 100 is a sci-fi apocalyptic television series
that comes on the CW network on Tuesday at 8:00
PM. It is set in the year 2149 and has been airing since
May 2014. It’s final season will air in May 2020.
Ninety-seven years after a nuclear apocalypse
killed everything and everyone on Earth and left it uninhabitable, no one is living there, so where is the human race? During this devastating time, over 2,000
people were living in twelve united space stations
called the Ark. Three generations have been born in
space, resulting in overpopulation on the Ark, and the
oxygen level is decreasing rapidly. To give the residents a little more time, 100 juvenile prisoners on the
Ark are sent down to Earth to test if they can survive.
However, when one prisoner gets a spear in the chest,
the delinquents discover that they are not alone, and
nothing is what it seems.
There were already people living there. There are
Grounders who live in clans locked in a power struggle. Another group of grounders known as Reapers
have been turned into cannibals by the Mountain Men.
Finally there are Mountain Men who locked themselves away in Mount Weather before the apocalypse.
Under the leadership of Bellamy Blake and Clarke
Griffin, the 100 attempt to survive harsh weather conditions, battle hostile grounders, and establish communication with the Ark. Technologically blind to what’s
happening to the 100 on Earth, the Ark’s leaders,
Chancellor Thelonious Jaha, second in command,
Marcus Kane, Councilwoman Abigail Griffin, and the
rest of the council are faced with difficult decisions
about life and death, and the continued existence of
the human race. For the 100, Earth is an alien planet.
However, they quickly discover that Earth is filled
with new wonders and dangers of all sorts.
Among them are seventeen-year old Clarke Griffin,
the Chancellor’s son, Wells Jaha, the daredevil Finn
Collins, the illegal sister, Octavia Blake, her stowaway
brother Bellamy Blake, Jasper Jordan, and the optimist, Monty Green. The delinquents' story truly proves
that war makes monsters of us all.
They’re Creepy, They’re Kooky
(cont’d. from pg. 9, col. 1)
But who are these people that you seem to have previously heard of? It’s the Addams Family, of course!
Released on October 11, 2019, the movie stars
Oscar Isaac, Charlize Theron, Chloë Grace Moretz,
Finn Wolfhard, Nick Kroll, Snoop Dogg, Bette Midler, and Allison Janney. It has received much attention across the nation, and its profits reached over 30
million dollars before the end of its first week in theaters. On the other hand, it has received much acclamation, as well as much praise. So far, it has acquired an Audience Score of around 70%, as well as
a 41% on the Tomatometer, the ranking on the popular reviewing company, Rotten Tomatoes. The summary for reviews on this website is, “The Addams
Family's starry voice cast and eye-catching animation aren't enough to outweigh its saccharine handling of the delightfully dark source material,” saying that the new take on the classic family doesn’t
take away from the gentle yet creepy theme.
As the first animated feature film in the franchise,
it was certain to draw the curiosity of fans nationwide, but it made an even bigger impact than expected. So if you have a spare couple of hours, check
in with this family and their new set of adventures as
they head back to the big screen.
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Three Albanian Heroes
United States Citizens
Buried In Yonkers

Harmful Beauty Trends?

by Jon Bucaj 6-308

by Delaney Caamano 6-308

There were three Albanian brothers killed by
Serbians after the Kosovo War. It might be surprising that they were buried in a local area. The
reason they were buried in the United States is
because they were United States citizens. After
the Kosovo and Serbia War in 1999, Mehmet,
Ylli, and Agron Bytyqi were killed with more
than 2,000 other Albanians by the Serbian police.
This war started because in 1991 the Yugoslavian/
Serbian army attacked Albanians in a small village of Kosovo. They slaughtered bodies and put
them in a dig-out, a hollowed-out space in the dirt.
After the war, there were over 4,000 missing Albanians who had been caught and taken by the
Serbian Army. More than 3,000 people were
found dead. Of the 3,000 people that died were
the three Bytyqi brothers.
The Serbians killed these Albanians because
they wanted to kill all Albanians of Kosovo. It is
called ethnic cleansing. Ethnic Cleansing is the
mass expulsion or killing of members of an unwanted ethnic or religious group in a society.
Thankfully, due to United States forces and
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) the
country Kosovo was brought back to life, modernized, and thriving. Kosovo won its independence
from Serbia on February 17, 2008. After then Serbia is now trying to take over Kosovo again…
they took over Northern Mitrovica, over in Northern Mitrovica there are Serbian flags, they use
Serbian money (the Dinar), and speak Serbian.
They have their start there and are now trying to
retake the country and finish what they started.
RTK (Albanian News) stated “Në vitin 1999,
pas luftës, serbët vodhën shumë shqiptarë dhe i
vranë, përfshirë vëllezërit Bytyqi.” Which means,
in 1999, after the war, Serbs stole many Albanians
and killed them, including the Bytyqi brothers.
Furthermore, Klan News said “Serbët filluan
luftën duke masakruar shqiptarët në një fshat të
vogël,” which means Serbs began the war by massacring Albanians in a small village. Additionally,
RTK also said “Ata larguan 4000 shqiptarë nga
lufta dhe qytetet e mëdha, 3000 ishin të vdekur,”
which means they removed 4,000 Albanians from
the war and the big cities, 3,000 were dead.
Klan HD said “Ata donin të vrisnin të gjithë
muslimanët shqiptarë të Kosovës, ne ishim të
prekshëm, të pambrojtur ndaj tyre,” which translates to they wanted to kill all Kosovo Albanian,
we were vulnerable, defenceless to them. Klan
Kosova stated “Forcat N.A.T.O dhe Amerercan na
shpëtuan nga kthetrat vdekjeprurëse të Serbisë,”
which is the same in English as the N.A.T.O and
Amerercan forces rescued us from the deadly
clutches of Serbia. RTK1 Live says “Ne e fituam
pavarësinë tonë në 17 shkurt 2008. Që kur e festojmë atë ditë me krenari të madhe,” which is
translated to “We gained our independence on
February 17, 2008. Since we celebrate that day
with great pride.” RTK Live states “ Mitrovica
Veriore është duke u marrë Serbia. Atje, serbët
përdorin gjuhën e tyre, flamuj dhe para. Ata po
përpiqen të vazhdojnë rrugën e planit ku filluan,”
which is the same as North Mitrovica is taking
over Serbia. They are trying to continue the path
of the plan they started. Information from this article came from Albanian news channels. Now Kosovo is a very successful and populated country.

Everyone is most likely aware by now that recently
there have been discoveries of harmful chemicals in cosmetics for beauty. This makes purchasers fearful and
concerned. But there is much more than that. . . On the
Berkeley University of California Wellness website, they
report that at the point of the heel, the shoe could really
have some harmful effects on feet. It can lead to discomfort on the ball of the foot and bumps. But one thing that
could cause a serious case is bunions. Bunions is what
happens when one of the toes push up against the other
and makes the bone stick out at the joint. And this is just
heels. No one really knows why all these chemicals are
in the products. However, there are a few chemicals that
can be explained. Time100, a website that showed its
concern by posting an article in 2017, explaining how the
FDA doesn’t approve of some of the chemicals in cosmetics.

What No One Actually Knows...

However, many beauty products still contain these
substances. Examples of some of these include parabens,
synthetic colors, and pyhalates. (Information from Huffpost website) Parabens might sound harmless at first. It
stops bacteria from growth as well of mold and yeast in
makeup, body washes, deodorants, shampoos, and
cleansers. However, estrogen properties can be linked to
higher risks of breast cancer when absorbed through the
skin. Synthetic colors have a link to a disorder as well.
Firstly, if the cosmetic says “FD-C” or “D-C”, with a
color and a number next to it, it will contain these synthetic colors. Synthetic colors that can be traced back to
petroleum or coal tar sources. The disease this is linked is
attention defective hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
specifically in children This disorder is serious and affects many people. However, cosmetics are still actively
putting these chemicals in their products and many still
use them. The final chemical is pthalates. This chemical
is commonly found in nail polish, hair spray and lotion.
Pthalates are a group of chemicals that have substances
that can do many different things. These three chemicals
can be linked to breast cancer too.
Substances can do much more than people think. Many
women and men have used these products thinking that
they were safe and should not be harmful. And those
people are right. The FDA should be protecting the public and making laws. And they have been. Nonetheless,
makeup companies still have made loopholes in laws that
allow them to add these things for little reasons. For example, synthetic colors to make it more appealing, parabens for prevention of mold and bacteria, and pthaylates
that are able to do lots of different things.
Political Correctness (cont’d. from pg. 2, col,1)
This simple change to a children's game really goes to
show that today’s society has become more fearful to offending one another whereas the first amendment of “The
Bill of Rights” completely protects one's opinion on the
matter. In a 2018 poll on political correctness, fifty-two
percent of US adults are against extreme political correctness and believe it has gone too far. It is becoming evident
that Americans are realizing that political correctness has
become more of an excuse than a resolution.
I am fully aware that one’s feelings are extremely important, and I am not saying they do not matter. However,
what I am saying is that the world today is more concerned about everyone else's feelings rather than their
own, which ironically, causes many problems.
What to say and what not to say has been challenging
America too much. The question is for how long will it
continue.

