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Freshmen Mixer
By: Sabrina Duggal
December 10, 2018

Being a freshman and
participating in the mixer myself, I
consider the time was spent well
because of the welcoming ambience.
Most of my time was spent playing
badminton without breaks; the
experience was made even better
because of my friends who joined in the
sport as well. Next, minor activities such
as taking pictures and socializing helped
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able interact with others and enjoy free
time, easing the transition towards
adapting to a new environment.

JGS Breast Cancer
Walk 2018
By: Tamim Iftekhar
On October 19, 2018, the JGS
community united together in another
fabulous event to help raise awareness
of how commonplace breast cancer is
and to raise money to help those
overcome this ailment. The event was
campaigned for two entire weeks in
preparation, and organized by our
United Nations Club and Medical Club,
along with help from the Kindness Club.
We at The Gateway Chronicles would
like to express our most heartfelt thanks
to Sukhnandan Kaur, Beverly Lamour,
Tanisha Ali, Maisha Alam, and
Surendra Singh for their dedicated
efforts and contributions.
During this event, students from
all four schools of the Jamaica High
School Campus were invited to partake
in the event, which involved walking
laps. In addition, everyone was asked to
donate to the cause of helping people
with breast cancer. This was a major
success as lots of funds were raised,
collectively over $1000.

The fundraising was spearheaded
by volunteers from the UN Club and
Medical Club, who helped sell products
to raise money to donate to the
American Cancer Society.
In addition, the event has grown
in popularity from last year as a census
of partakers showed an increase in
attendance by almost double from last
year’s. In addition, all of those who
showed up were asked to print their
name on a poster to commemorate the
event.

Everyone was also recommended
to wear pink by the school staff to
further express our enthusiasm in
eradicating breast cancer. The event was
a major success, and was applauded by
everyone who attended.

JGS Pep Rally
By: Sabrina Duggal
October 9, 2018
The Jamaica Campus Pep Rally
was held on Friday, October 5, outside
of the building to honor the various
sports teams represented in the school.
Members of teams such as football,
soccer and volleyball were excited to be
present, and were thanked for their hard
work toward victory. Additionally, our
2018 homecoming kings and queens
were crowned on top of the celebration
to commend those students. Teachers
and students gathered around
everywhere in anticipation and
excitement for the event. Loud music
and snacks were also available, while
watching the students of Jamaica
Gateway cheer for excellence.

We at The Gateway Chronicles
applaud our athletes for their
unwavering dedication and
achievements, and send off the greatest
regards and congratulations to our
Homecoming King, Michael O.,
Homecoming Queen, Bridgette S.,

Homecoming Prince, Efrain L., and our
beloved Homecoming Princess, Johanna
B.

The Fall Harvest Festival 2018
By: Nafisa Nujhat
October 19, 2018: The weather was
chilly, but perfect. It’s the season of
reaping the fruits from a season of hard
work and pumpkins. In commemoration
of this joyous occasion, our JGS family
came together to celebrate the 3rd annual
Fall Harvest festival.

To say it was a success would be a
massive understatement. Thanks to the
month of long planning and fundraising
efforts by Mr.Biski and our seniors on the
Student Council, the event went along
smoothly and was a major hit.

With tents featuring Mr.Sykes’
fortune telling stall, the ever popular
henna booth, and gaming kiosks that
included dice, bottle ring toss, aquatoss,
and jumbo games like basketball, UNO,
and make 5, this year’s main attraction
was definitely the new, very spooky,
Haunted House. Also, the student favorite
pie-throwing game featuring Mr.
Frenchman, and many other of our
favorite teachers, delicious foods and very
hot cocoa, it was the best way to end a
fall Friday.
Everyone went home with a couple
of fabulous prizes and a huge smile on
their faces, all of which would not have
been possible without the dedicated
contributions made by Mr. Biski and his
team to our community.
We at The Gateway Chronicles are
very grateful for their kind efforts, and
would like to express our appreciation by
including them in our Honorary
Mentions: Sherlese, Sandya, Sukhnandan,
Maya, Alyssa, Maria, Janine, Dellian,
Neha, Adair, Shuhurat, Maisha, Yaakoub,
and Faiza.

JGS Food Drive 2018
By: Tamim Iftekhar
This November our JGS
community united once again, in the
merry spirit of sharing, to participate in
the annual food drive. The event was
organized by the Student Council and the
United Nations Club, not only to help
raise awareness of the concurrent
unfortunate state of affairs in our society,
but also to directly help those in need.
Donation boxes were distributed
throughout classrooms in the entire
school. Teachers in the Language and
Humanities Departments had orange
boxes, while teachers educating in the
STEM Departments had blue boxes.
Students were asked to donate to the box
with the color which represented their
favorite subject. A variety of foods were
donated, including: canned beans, canned
pineapples, packaged noodles, dry mac n’
cheese, among many others.

The effort was a huge success
and Ms.Cannizzaro, our favorite
Trigonometry teacher, had the highest
amount of food donated from her class.
The non-perishable items were donated to
the City Harvest, a collective of 550
products, over 1000 pounds in weight.
The whole event strengthened unity
among our JGS family, and helped the
student community better understand the
plight of those in need.

Winter Concert 2018
By: Nafisa Nujhat
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beautiful Thursday evening. Everyone
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Journey
By: Iyanna Gordon
As life begins so does the joy arise,
The day of venture comes to make you
shine.
You free your eyes to endless love and
highs,
The dream of life is beauty so divine.
You stand before a lot of paths and roads.
You can be anything from queen to spy.
You switch your lines and enter other
modes.
The joy you feel is high and makes you fly.
But age begins increasingly quickly still,
And venturing for dreams is left behind.
So now to stay alive you pay a bill,
And fight to remain sane and right in mind.
The life you start with quickly runs away,
And dreams and endless love no longer
stay.

A Celebration
By: Sabrina Duggal
Welcome all, To a celebration,
Of hard work and dedication.
Here is to the ones,
Who stood up for excellence,
Those who encouraged others,
To not only succeed,
But to succeed in style.
Why not acknowledge,
The stars of the future.
Why not help,
The Branches of our tree,

Unite for the better.
Don’t go far,
The sun is near.
Welcome to a celebration,
Of hard work and dedication.

Lies to myself
By: Pamela Park
I refuse to wake up everyday,
And tell myself, “I am beautiful.”
I refuse to look into the mirror,
And lie to myself saying, “I am Gorgeous.”
I refuse to keep a smile that shatters,
My heart to tiny pieces.
I refuse to keep lying to myself that I, Am
perfect.
It’s true that I’m not perfect.
I’m not gorgeous.
I’m not pretty.
And I will never be the Beast’s Beauty.
But what I know that will always be
True is that,
Maybe being imperfect shows my
Clumsiness,
Maybe it’s not my looks but my
Personality,
Maybe mine is the smile,
That brightens up everyone’s day.
I refuse to lie to myself and say
I’m perfect.
Because in the end,
Everyone was made to be imperfect.

Social Commentary
OBITUARY
By:Tamim Iftekhar
Stan Lee was born on December 28,
1922, in an apartment in corner of West
98th Street, and West End Avenue in
Manhattan, New York, to Romanian born
immigrants. As a child he dreamed of
writing the great American Novel, a book
that reflects the mood of the nation at that
time, and that has great cultural impact.
Naturally the writer is expected to be an
American author who is knowledgeable
about America. Stan never achieved that
goal but he was able to influence millions
of comic lovers to a new passion.
When Stan was 17, he got a job as
an assistant at the new Timely Comics
division of pulp magazine and comic-book
publisher Martin Goodman's company.
Timely would later evolve into Marvel
Comics.
Lee joined the US Army in 1942 as
part of the Signal Corps. L
 ater he was
transferred to the Training Film Division,
although his military classification was
‘playwright’ in his own words. However,
only nine men in the US Army had this
position, he added.
Lee seriously started comic drawing
in the late 1950s, and had been gaining
popularity ever since. Along with Jack
Kirby, he co-created many of Marvel’s and

the world’s most popular superheroes such
as the Hulk, Iron Man, Thor, the X-men,
and Marvel’s most popular superhero,
SpiderMan.

The world has been irrevocably
changed by the creations of Stan Lee, in a
way different from George Washington,
Abraham Lincoln, Mahatma Gandhi, or any
other person in history. His work has been
part of the lives of an immeasurable of
people for generations and may be passed
on through history as Homer’s Odyssey h as
been passed down to us. It is very likely
that at this very moment, while you are
reading this, someone somewhere has
woken up with dreams of Spider-man.
Stan Lee died on November 18,
2018, in Los Angeles, California. However,
he still lives on inside the immortal
characters he created, and even if his name
is forgotten from the face of this world, he
will still be alive as long as there are people
who dream of being something more

BTS
By: Anonymous
On June 13, 2013, Korean boy band,
BTS, made their debut performance, not
knowing that one day their music would
become a worldwide sensation in today’s
life. BTS is a K-pop group from the
company BigHit and they have 7
members who are part of the band. Kim
Namjoon who refers to himself as R. M
and he is the leader of the group. Kim
Seokjin, also known as Jin. Then Min
Yoongi, known as Suga. Jung Hoseok, as
J-Hope; Park Jimin, as Jimin; Kim
Taehyung, as V and finally but not least Jeon Jungkook, as Jungkook. Each one of them makes
up BTS for what it’s known as, a family and much more, and they refer to their fans as the
A.R.M.Y (Adorable Representative M.C for Youth).
Through the music they write, they try to spread positive messages across to others. For
instance, take their new album that was released. It’s titled “Love Yourself,” and as you can
tell it’s about loving yourself and who you are as a person. In the album, one of their tracks is
called Idol and its translated lyrics are saying that it doesn’t matter what others say or call
them, they won’t stop loving themselves. This song is also a music video on YouTube and was
holding the number 1 most viewed video until November 30th 2018. That has a lot to say on
how BTS has impacted our society. Not only do they try to spread positive messages, they also
bring light to situations that happened or are happening in today’s society. One song that
demonstrates this is called N.O. Its lyric talks about how students are being overwhelmed by
the high expectations placed by elders and how it affects their mental state. These songs help
others relate to them and make them not feel alone, like they are part of one big family no
matter who they are.
Recently BTS was invited to speak at the U.N. meeting on September 24, 2018 for the
launch of the campaign, Generation Unlimited. Becoming the first ever K-pop group to go
there. R.M (the leader) was the one who spoke in front the people since he knew English the
best, while the other six members were behind him, giving him moral support. He talked about
the struggles he faced trying to find and love himself and how he accomplished that goal
through the experiences he dealt with. Then he started addressing us, that we need to be able to
face ourselves in order to love and speak for ourselves. This is one of the accomplishments
that BTS achieved and there are many more to come. They even spend hours practicing and
perfecting almost everything they do to show that they care about us. So it is up to us to show
back that love and help them through their journey no matter how far they are.

Is Nike using Colin Kaepernick?
By: Reda Gonsalves
Recently, both the brand Nike and Colin Kaepernick have been in the news for not only
protesting against the NFL, but police brutality as well. Kaepernick is a former player for the
NFL; he was released from the San Francisco 49ers organization when he refused to stand
during the National Anthem. His actions were called unpatriotic and un-American but even
though he was facing this wave of backlash, Nike decided to publicly support his actions by
making him the new face of the company. Since then there have been people who have started
to boycott Nike, even starting a hashtag on Twitter called #boycottnike. People who use this
hashtag share post showing them with their Nike gear, stating horrible things about the
company. But with this wave of hate also came an even greater wave of praise. Celebrities,
athletes and consumers commend Nike for their inclusiveness and their ability to stand up for
change in our government.
Even with this wave of success and praise you have to wonder, Is Nike’s real reason to
support Kaepernick that they are really protesting for a change in our government or are they
using him for financial gain? It does make sense, that the majority of Nike’s consumers would
be in support of
Kaepernick. Nike
consumers are
usually made up of
more younger
Democrats.
According to
RealClearLife
Online, 43 percent
of their consumers
are 18 to 34 year olds. Supporting Kaepernick would greater Nike’s appeal to their current
customers and even bring in others who may not care about Nike as a brand but want to show
their support of Kaepernick. The majority of the people that are protesting Nike are either a
small fraction of their consumers whose support or lack of support would not affect the
company’s financial state as a whole or they are people who would never have considered
buying from Nike.
Or perhaps Nike did just want to help Kaepernick out, but it's easy to see that in no way
they were taking a risk. Kaepernick appeals to consumers, and understand why he chose to
protest against injustice. Younger consumers have been raised in an age where they have
grown to learn the negative effects of racism. So they appeal to Colin because they understand

how oppression can make a person feel. Although if this plan did not end well, Colin’s career
would end while Nike as a company would be just fine.

Wildfires Ravage California
By: Tamim Iftekhar
This month the most
devastating wildfires
in California’s history
ravaged California
and its citizens.
Named Camp,
Woolsey and Hill
these fires have
destroyed gigantic
amounts of land as
well as thousands of
buildings.
According to varied
sources, the fire was
ignited in a rural area
on November 8 and has since spread from there. Of the three, Camp wildfire has been
determined to be the largest and most destructive. Death tolls have been on the rise
since the fires started and by November 9 five people had died and by the next day it
had risen to twenty-three. On November 14, fifty people had been reported dead with
more than a hundred people missing three-quarters of which were senior citizens. On
November 18 seventy-six people had been confirmed dead with more than a thousand
people still at large.
The destruction caused by these wildfires has surprised experts and citizens alike
as the damage has been unprecedented, being more than the combined damage of
California’s previous eight major fires. Many say this is a sign of climate change but, as
of yet, it has failed to convince President Donald Trump, who visited the victims last
Saturday, that climate change is not a hoax. The California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection reported that the fire had been contained within 153,336 acres. The
firefighters had been helped by the fact that heavy rains of November 23 helped douse
the flames but it also brought new fears of floods and mudslides. The overall death toll
has risen to 85 and the number of missing people has fallen to a little more than 200. In
addition, around 52,000 people have been displaced, most of whom are now living in
emergency and makeshift homes, uncertain about their future.
Nearly 19,000 buildings have been destroyed, the majority of them former homes
of the now displaced people. Experts fear that the death toll may rise as people return to
homes to find them destroyed or harboring a dead body. However, every cloud has a
silver lining; and the fires are now almost fully under control. In addition there have
been no signs of floods or mudslides. The devastating event may also raise awareness of
how climate change can and is affecting us.

JGS Anti-Bullying Initiative
By: JGS Kindness Club
Did you accidentally speak words you didn’t mean today? Do you think they
came off a little mean? Do you think your words hurt another person? Did you think of
the consequences of your actions? It’s never too late to fix the situation.
Bullying still today remains among the top causes of suicide, the third leading
cause of death among youths. It is an action of harassment and can occur in a number of
places, including online aka cyberbullying, and is more prevalent than ever in our
community. Statistics show that between 1 in 3 students in the U.S. say they have been
bullied at school, and are often kids who are perceived as different from their peers. It is
not usually a simple single interaction, often times involving groups of students who
support each other on multiple occasions. In many cases individuals are either unaware
or in denial of the consequences of their actions, and don't realize that they are
participating in bullying or cyberbullying.
How to identify a bully? A lot of time kids who engage in bullying are going
through rough patches of their own, and see bullying as an emotional outlet by making
someone else feel inadequate, belittling and demeaning them. But every hurtful word
said, every mean text sent, have negative effects on the mental health on each individual
involved.
To combat this serious issue, a group of people
seeking to better our community have come
together to form the JGS Kindness Club. Join us
in our Anti-Bullying Initiative to spread
positivity and unity within our society. If you
see someone down, lift them up, stand up for
them. If you are feeling emotions you are unable
to deal with talk to a friend or supervised adult.
Our hearts and ears at the Kindness Club are
open to all. We seek to create a nurturing
atmosphere where everyone has the opportunity
to grow and express themselves, without
criticism.

Gateway Editor’s Fall Picks
Choice Movie: The Hate U Give
Based on Angie Thomas’s best selling debut novel,
The Hate U Give, follows the life of 16 year old
Starr Carter in her fight for justice against police
brutality. Not to give any spoilers, that’s all we’ll
say for now as we urge our readers to go give the
movie a watch themselves. While this film may not
be everyone’s cup of tea, it skilfully tackles a lot of
current issues in our society, and brilliantly
illustrates a balancing act between darkness and
light, anger and optimism. It portrays the deep
emotions and pain a lot of families and kids are
unfortunately forced to go through in our current
political climate, and why we all should advocate
for activism in issues we believe in, and circumstances we wish to fix. The actors
beautifully showcase how no age is too old or too young to fight for what you stand for,
and that standing in unity we all can bring about change. By painting a very scary but
realistic image, the film presents a very powerful message about dealing with racism,
pride in one’s identity and honest communication. We at the Gateway Chronicles find it
to be a very emotionally moving, oscar-worthy masterpiece, and won’t be surprised to
see it nominated for the 91st Academy Awards.

Choice Book: And Then There Were None
Agatha Christie
There's no time better than this chilly season
to grab a fantastic book and curl up with a
mug of hot cocoa, all warm and toasty and
having a great time. We at the Gateway
Chronicles find this classic work of art to be
a must-read, perfect for this fall. It's hard to
resist the temptation of spoiling the story for
our readers, so we urge you to journey along
with our ten wicked guests to a mysterious
mansion in a far off island and apprehend the
murderer before time runs out. You even get
a twisted little poem to help you along the
way. But here's the catch: everyone has a
secret, and everyone is guilty of murder.

Upcoming Events:
● January 18- Marking Period 3 Ends

● January 21- Dr. Martin Luther King jr. Day
● January 22 to 25- Regents Exams

● January 28-Chancellor’s Conference Day
● January 29- Spring Term Begins
● February 5- Lunar New Year

● February 18 to 22- Midwinter Recess
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